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Leveson In q u iry  W itness S tatem ent

1. I ,  M argare t Aspinall, Chairman o f th e  H illsborough Family Support Group, on behalf o f  
our group, have been closely fo llow ing your im portant Inqu iry . I  appreciate th a t your 
consideration o f the  issues is now well advanced but, be fo re  you conclude, I  f e l t  i t  im portant 

to  w r ite  to  you fo r  two reasons:

2. F irs tly , to  share w ith  you my sincere be lie f th a t our experiences over th e  last 23 years 
a re  highly re levant to  your te rm s o f  re fe rence  and could help shed fu r th e r  ligh t on more 
recen t events (including phone hacking) by placing them  into a broader h is to rica l context. 
W ha t happened to  our fam ilies was in many ways a fo re runne r and people are only now saying 
th ings th a t we, th e  H illsborough Families, have been saying fo r  th e  last 23 years.

3. Secondly, to  bring to  your a tte n tion  a spec ific  event re la ting  to  th e  conduct o f  News 
In te rna tiona l which we believe is re levant to  Part 2 o f your Inqu iry . As you may know, ju s t  
days a f te r  th e  te r r ib le  events a t H illsborough in which 96 people lost th e ir  lives, s to ries 
appeared in national and regional newspapers - most prom inently in The Sun - which made 
d read fu l and untrue  allegations about th e  tragedy and th e  conduct o f Liverpool supporters. 
Ever since, our fam ilies have been fig h tin g  to  undo th e  damage caused by these lies and to  
c lear th e  names o f our loved-ones once and fo r  all.

4. I t  seems to  me th a t th e  harm our fam ilies s u ffe re d  all those years ago was caused by 
th e  same problem which is th e  focus o f your Inqu iry : th a t is, unaccountable collusion 
between th e  press and police working against th e  public in te re s t and, in our case, natural 
ju s tice . I t  is our be lie f th a t  th e  South Yorksh ire  Police was the  source o f th e  s to ries, 
which were p rin ted  in lu rid  te rm s w ithou t being properly checked, in a crude a tte m p t to  
s h i f t  blame o f f  th e  police fo rc e  and onto ord inary supporters. This was widely suspected a t 
th e  tim e  and should have provided an early warning about th e  unhealthy re lationship between 
press and police. But i t  was le f t  unchallenged and th is  unaccountable cu ltu re  o f th e  press 
has grown and grown over th e  years leading to  th e  te r r ib le  intrusions o f privacy which your 

In q u iry  has uncovered.

5. The spec ific  incident th a t I  wish to  draw to  your a tte n tion  happened to  th e  Committee 
o f th e  Hillsborough Family Support Group f iv e  o r s ix  years ago. The HFSG Committee was 
requested to  a ttend  a meeting w ith  Graham Dudman fro m  The Sun. M r Dudman had been 
sent to  meet us by ftebekah Brooks, who was then th e  ed ito r. The meeting was recorded, on 
our insistence, fo r  th e  BBC, th e  producer's name was Ash. U n fo rtuna te ly , I  cannot fin d  my 
copy o f  th e  tape, bu t I 'm  sure you would be able to  obtain a copy o f  th is  from  th e  BBC?
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6. Ms Brooks was not th e  e d ito r o f  The Sun a t th e  tim e  o f th e ir  infamous headline. Perhaps 
I  could say th a t  she was try ing  to  make amends fo r  her predecessor. But th e  o f fe r  th a t was 
pu t to  us a t th e  meeting came w ith  conditions: i f  wc allowed th e  Sun to  publish th a t we, the  
H illsborough Family Support Group, accepted th e ir  apology then they, in re tu rn , would help 
us in any way they  could to  ge t to  th e  t ru th  about Hillsborough. Our com m ittee was 
in form ed th a t they  would do a lo t o f  digging and also fin d  out the  name o f  th e  person who 
to ld  th e  lie  to  them. They also said they  would help us to  perhaps build a sports cen tre  fo r  
ch ildren in Liverpool, o r anything else we m ight need. W e in form ed Graham th a t  we could 
not make such a decision w ithou t discussing i t  f i r s t  w ith  th e  fam ily  members o f  our group. 
W e mentioned his o f fe r  to  th e  fam ilies a t our next fam ily  meeting and they  were appalled 

a t th e  o f fe r ,  which many saw os a bribe , and voted against it .  I t  le f t  a very sour ta s te  in all 
our mouths. O ur fam ilies have s u ffe re d  a g rea t deal over th e  past 23 years, bu t nothing can 
compare w ith  th e  untold damage th a t th e ir  a r tic le  caused us a t a tim e  when we were already 
su ffe rin g  th e  pain o f our individual losses.

7. The Sun newspaper tr ie d  to  b rib e  us to  accept th e ir  apology, which I  fin d  disgracefu l, 
d is respectfu l and ce rta in ly  dishonourable to  the  memory o f th e  96 and all our survivors. We 
know th a t th is  was th e  way th e  media reacted back then and i t  is s t i l l  th e  way The Sun 
conducts its  business today.

8. I  wanted to  draw th is  m a tte r to  your a tte n tio n  as i t  seems to  me highly re levant to  your 
Inqu iry . I f  you would like me to  give oral evidence to  your Inqu iry , then I  would be glad to  so 
as I  have a strong fee ling th a t people need to  know how th e  press in our country has been 
operating fo r  many years.

9. As you may know, we are hopeful th a t the  t ru th  about Hillsborough wilt fin a lly  be to ld. 
La te r th is  year, th e  Hillsborough Independent Pane! will disclose publically-held documents 
and re p o rt on how th a t  adds to  public understanding o f th e  tragedy. W hile i t  may touch on 
issues mentioned here re la ted  to  th e  conduct o f th e  press, th e  focus is on the  actions o f 
public bodies. I t  is fo r  th is  reason th a t  I  make th is  approach to  you so th a t you may help us 
te ll th e  whole t ru th  about Hillsborough and fin a lly  hold News In te rna tiona l properly 
accountable fo r  the  te r r ib le  su ffe rin g  they  have caused to  us.

S ta tem ent o f T ru th
I  believe th e  fa c ts  Stated in th is  w itness sta tem ent are true .

Signed

Dated:
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