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M r K ha lee l Desai,
The Leveson In q u iry , 
R oyal Courts o f Justiee, 
Strand,
LO N D O N ,
W C 2A  2 L L

Johns ton  Press p ic
P rin ters & Publishers E s t a b l i s h e d  1 7 6 7

Dear M r Desai,

Thank you fo r your le tte r o f 3 Oetober 2011 to  me in  m y eapaeity as Com pany Seeretary o f 
The Seotsman P ublieations L td . I  also note tha t on 4 O etober you w rote to  M s Helen 
O ldham , M anaging D iree to r o f Y orksh ire  Post Newspapers L td . A s you m ay be aware, both 
these organisations are part o f  the group o f eompanies owned by Johnston Press pie (the 
“ G roup” ). A s sueh, it  is generally the ease tha t eom mon eorporate praetiees oeeur aeross 
these organisations, and also other eompanies w ith in  the G roup. Exeept where expressly 
stated, th is  le tte r therefore refers to  praetiees both at Y orksh ire  Post Newspapers L td  and at 
The Seotsman Publieations L td . Th is le tte r is sent w ith  the fu ll know ledge and agreement o f 
M s O ldham , and we trust tha t th is  is su ffie ien t to  diseharge both her and m y ob liga tion  to 
fu rn ish  you w ith  the in fo rm a tion  sought in  your respeetive letters. Please eon firm  i f  th is  is 
not the ease.

The appendiees to  th is  le tte r eontain the various item s o f in fo rm a tion  in  response to  your 
enquiry w h ieh  we are able to  provide. B efore re fe rring  to  the deta ils o f these, and on beha lf 
o f  our G roup, I  w ou ld  lik e  to  make some general observations in  respeet o f the term s o f 
referenee w h ieh  the In q u iry  operates under. I  note tha t Part 1 o f the In q u iry ’ s Term s o f 
Referenee eonsist o f  tw o  questions, eaeh o f w h ieh is  sub-divided in to  fo u r speeifie issues. 
U sing the same paragraph num bers, I  make the fo llo w in g  observations and eomments:

la . N e ithe r being U n ited  K ingdom  national newspapers, th is  is  not d ire e tly  applieable to 
e ither The Y orksh ire  Post o r The Scotsman.

lb .

REDUCING C02 
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W e believe tha t overw he lm ing ly our s ta ff have good re la tions w ith  loca l po lice , both 
w ith  th e ir press o ffices and w ith  in d iv id u a l o ffice rs  d ire c tly . W e expect crim e 
reporters to  develop and m ain ta in  good re la tions w ith  o ffice rs  o f a ll ranks, as on an 
a lm ost d a ily  basis events occur in  respect o f w h ich  com m ent and in fo rm a tion  w ill be 
sought. The po lice  also regu la rly  p rovide us w ith  in fo rm a tion  fo r pub lica tion  to  assist 
them  w ith  th e ir enquiries.

I  m ust stress, how ever, tha t our jo u rna lis ts  are p roh ib ited  from  acting in  any w ay 
w h ich  is unethical, im proper, o r u n law fu l. None o f our jo u rna lis ts  makes paym ents to  
po lice  o ffice rs  fo r in fo rm a tion ; they do no t b ribe  o ffice rs  o r p rovide  any k in d  o f 
in d ire c t fin an c ia l incentive ; and they do not try  to  obta in  in fo rm a tion  other than by 
legal and e th ica l means. I f  any o f our jo u rna lis ts  attem pted to  operate in  th is  w ay, 
they w ou ld  be the subject to  our d isc ip lin a ry  procedures w h ich  m ay resu lt in  th e ir
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dism issal. So fa r as we are aware, none o f our jo u rna lis ts  has ever trie d  to  suborn a 
poliee o ffiee r. In  reeent m onths, we have undertaken a eonsiderable volum e o f w o rk  
to  review  our praetiees and eom plianee w ith  them , ine lud ing  requ iring  122 o f our 
editors to  eom plete a questionnaire on th e ir praetiee and experienee. A  speeimen 
eopy is enelosed as an attaehm ent to  th is  le tte r. N one o f our editors reported anything 
untow ard. A s expeeted, a ll o f them  eonfirm ed tha t they have always behaved 
e th iea lly  and w ith in  the law . G iven both these replies and the absenee o f any 
eoneems from  s ta ff under our an ti-eorrup tion  and w h is tleb low ing  polie ies (see the 
doeuments lis ted  in  the aeeompanying appendix at (a) m .), we fe lt tha t in  the absenee 
o f evidence o r suspicions, i t  w ou ld  be d isproportionate to  instigate any fu rthe r 
enquiries.

lc. A s an organisation, we take our ob liga tions concerning data p ro tection  extrem ely 
seriously. In  our capacity as processors o f personal data, we seek to  com ply w ith  the 
Data P rotection A c t. W e em ploy a fu ll tim e  Data P rotection O ffice r w ho is 
responsible fo r m on ito ring  com pliance w ith  the re levant leg is la tion  and p ro v id ing  
suitable tra in in g  to  our s ta ff

On occasion, we process personal data fo r the purposes o f jou rna lism . On these 
occasions, we re ly  on the p rovisions o f the A c t to  ensure tha t we process tha t data 
la w fu lly .

The prem ise underly ing  th is  paragraph is tha t there has been a fa ilu re  o f both the law  
and the regula tory fram ew ork to  ensure com pliance w ith  the law  by the press when it  
comes to  data pro tection. O ur experience is tha t the reg ional press respects the law  
concerning data pro tection, and always endeavours to  com ply w ith  it. W e are not 
aware o f any newspaper in  the G roup ignoring  o r seeking to  avoid com pliance w ith  
data pro tection  law .

ld. To the best o f our know ledge, it  has never been alleged tha t any reg ional newspaper 
w ith in  our G roup has ever engaged in  “ m isconduct” . S im ila rly , we are no t aware tha t 
anyone has ever g iven “ w arnings”  concerning such behaviour. Therefore, we do not 
believe tha t the underly ing  prem ise o f the sub-section - tha t any o f the newspapers 
w ith in  our G roup have ever engaged in  “ m isconducf’ o r have been the subject o f 
“ previous w arn ings”  - is accurate.

2a. W e have w itnessed at firs t-hand , and partic ipa ted in , the Press C om plaints 
C om m ission’ s w o rk  reso lv ing  com plaints by the pub lic . W e count both current and 
fo rm er members o f the PCC amongst our editors and rem ain strong ly in  support o f  the 
PCC ’s ro le  and m ore genera lly o f se lf-regu la tion  o f the press. As w ith  any system o f 
oversight, we recognise tha t there is  always room  fo r im provem ent and reform . 
H ow ever, we do not agree w ith  the p roposition  tha t se lf-regu la tion  is a fa iled  concept 
in  the context o f the reg ional press, a lthough it  is d iffic u lt to  see how  U .K .-based se lf
regula tion  can regulate in terne t publishers w ho are based outside the U .K .

2b. See above w ith  regard to  the issues o f press behaviour and regula tion.

2c. A lthough  our title s  to  w hom  you have w ritte n  have Parliam entary correspondents (a t 
both the W estm inster and, in  the case o f The Scotsman P ublications L td , H o lyrood
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Parliam ents) w ho report on both national and loeal issues fo r us, our re la tions w ith  
p o litie ians tend to  be d ireet w ith  our M Ps and MSPs. These re lationships are 
im portant both to  us and the M Ps and MSPs eoneemed, and generally w o rk  w e ll. 
Indeed, the M Ps and MSPs are regular eontributors to  a num ber o f our newspapers, 
w h ieh is  u ltim a te ly  o f bene fit to  our readers.

So fa r as we are eoneemed, therefore, we do not believe tha t reeom m endations need 
to  be made eoneem ing the fu tu re  eonduet o f these relations.

2d. O ur pos ition  eoneem ing re lations w ith  the poliee  is deseribed above. O ur v ie w  is that 
the law  as eurrently form ulated is  genera lly satisfaetory. I t  defines the behaviour that 
is expeeted o f the poliee, prevents members o f the pub lie  (ine lud ing  jo u rn a lis ts ) from  
try in g  to  eneourage im proper o r u n law fu l behaviour, prevents eorm ption  amongst 
o ffiee rs, and as h is to ry  shows, i f  there is any im proper o r un law fu l behaviour by 
anyone, the legal and regula tory meehanisms exist to  proteet the pub lie  and enforee 
the law  and should be deployed to  do so w hen required.

O ur experienee is  tha t in  the eontext o f the reg iona l press, the present system w orks 
and we believe eaution should be applied before any new  leg is la tion  is proposed.

A ttaehed to  th is  le tte r are those doeuments w h ieh we are able to  provide in  re la tion  to  issues 
(a) a-o, (b ) a-o, (e), (d ), (e) and (f). Please note tha t in  some eases the in fo rm a tion  provided 
relates to  G roup eompanies other than the ones you have w ritte n  to , and to  title s  other than 
The Seotsman o r The Y orksh ire  Post. Th is is due to  the eom m on proeedures w h ieh apply 
aeross our G roup in  re la tion  to  m any areas. W e have therefore ineluded re levant m atters on 
other title s  in  the interests o f assisting the In q u iry  as fu lly  as possible.

W ith  respeet to  the seeond last paragraph o f the th ird  page o f  you r le tte r o f 3 Oetober, we 
request tha t e on fid en tia lity  is  m aintained around eertain o f the doeuments subm itted and we

have m arked those doeuments w ith  *  *  *  on the A ppend ix. I  should be g ra te fu l i f  you eould 
eon firm  eon fiden tia l treatm ent o f these.

I  tm st tha t th is  le tte r and its  appendiees are su ffie ie n t fo r your purpose, but please le t me 
know  i f  we ean be o f fu rthe r assistanee in  respeet o f th is . As requested, eopies o f the 
attaehed doeuments w ill also be provided  to  you e leetron iea lly, where possible in  M ie roso ft 
W ord o r o ther editable form at.

Yniirs sinr.erelv

f  Peter M eC a ll
Com pany Seeretary and Corporate Counsel

e/M s Helen O ldham , Y orksh ire  Post Newspapers L td
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