
For Distribution To CP's

P J Flanagan 
[ ] December 2011

IN THE MATTER OF THE LEVESOM INQUIRY

WITNESS STATEMENT OF PADRAIC JOHN FLANAGAN

I, PADRAIC JOHN FLANAGAN, Journalist, of The Northern and Shell Building, 10 Lower
Thames Street, London, EC3R 6EN, WILL SAY AS FOLLOWS:

A. i am a Senior News Reporter at The Daily Express. I make this statement in response to 
a request of the Leveson inquiry (the “Inquiry”) to the solicitors for Express Newspapers 
dated 25 November 2011 with regard to the circumstances surrounding the publication 
of aiiicies in The Daily Express between September 2007 and January 2008 about Drs 
McCann,

B. ) confirm that all matters in this statement are true and, unless I specify to the contrary, 
are based upon my own knowledge and a review of the relevant documents. Where 
matters are not within rny own knowledge, I state the source and believe the same to be 
true.

C. For convenience, ! have reproduced as subheadsngs the questions asked of me in the 
25 November 2011 letter.
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1. B y  w a y  o f in lro d u c tio n , ! h a v e  b e e n  a  jo u rn a lis t fo r  21 y e a rs , i f irs t w o rk e d  a t the  

N o ttin g h a m  E v e n in g  P o s t a fte r c o m p le tin g  a  o n e -y e a r p re -e n try  c o u rs e  ru n  b y  th e  

N a tio n a l C o u n c il fo r  th e  T ra in in g  o f J o u rn a lis ts . A fte r g a in in g  m y  P ro fic ie n c y  C e rtif ic a te  I 

m o v e d  to  L o n d o n  to  w o rk  fo r  th e  P re s s  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  6  y e a rs , b e fo re  jo in in g  T h e  D a iiy  

E x p re s s  in 2 0 0 0 . 1 h a v e  re m a in e d  h e re  e v e r s in c e ,

2 . I w a s  th e  th ird  jo u rn a lis t s e n t by th e  E x p re s s  to  P o rtu g a l to  c o v e r  th e  d is a p p e a ra n c e  of 

M a d e le in e  M c C a n n  a n d  re m a in e d  th e re  fo r  m o re  th a n  a m o n th , in  to ta l,  i v is ite d  P o rtu g a l 

fo u r  t im e s , u s u a lly  fo r tn ig h tly  s p e iis , to  c o v e r th e  s to ry

Question 1: What was the evidential basis for each of the stories you wrote in relation to
the McCanns, identifying (in each case) precisely the information on which you based
each of them?

3. W e  u s e d  a  n u m b e r o f s o u rc e s  fo r  o u r a rt ic le s  o n  th e s e  s to r ie s . I w o u ld  n o rm a lly  be g in  

m y  d a y  by  re a d in g  a ll th e  B ritis h  p a p e rs  to  m a k e  s u re  I w a s  a w a re  o f a n y  a n d  all 

d e v e lo p m e n ts , a n d  to  s e e  if th e re  w a s  a n y th in g  in th e m  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  fo l lo w e d  up , o r 

w h ic h  c o u ld  p ro v id e  p ro d u c t iv e  lin e s  o f in q u iry . I w o u ld  th e n  c o n s u lt  th e  P o rtu g u e s e  

p a p e rs . T o  h e lp  us  w ith  th is  w e  e m p lo y e d  a P o rtu g u e s e  tra n s la to r / f ix e r  w h o  w a s  

p a r t ic u la r ly  w e ll c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  p o iic e  a n d  c o u r t s e rv ic e .

4. T h e  P o rtu g u e s e  p re s s  w a s  a p a r t ic u la r ly  u s e fu l s o u rc e  o w in g  to  th e  w e ll-p u b lic is e d  a n d  

u n iq u e  s y s te m  o f c rim in a l la w  in th a t c o u n try , w h ic h  in s is ts  th a t th e  p o lic e  a re  n o t a b le  to  

p ro v id e  a n y  o ff ic ia l c o m m e n ts  on th e  p ro g re s s  o f th e ir  in v e s tig a tio n s . O ffic ia l c h a n n e ls  o f 

p o lic e  d is c lo s u re  s im p ly  d id  no t e x is t.

5 . T h e re  w e re , h o w e v e r, u n o ff ic ia l c h a n n e ls  a n d  jo u rn a lis ts  fo r th e  P o rtu g u e s e  p re s s  w o u ld  

h a v e  s o u rc e s  th a t th e y  co u ld  ca ll on . B y  c u lt iv a tin g  c o n ta c ts  a m o n g  th e  P o rtu g u e s e  

p re s s , w e  w o u ld  e x c h a n g e  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  th e y  w o u ld  p ro v id e  us w ith  s te e rs  a n d  tip s
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fro m  th e ir  u n o ff ic ia l c o n ta c ts  w ith  d e te c t iv e s . P o r tu g u e s e  jo u rn a lis ts ,  a n d  o u r  f ix e r  w ho  

h a d  a fa m ily  re la tio n s h ip  w ith  a  d e te c tiv e  in th e  P o lic ia  J u d ic ia ra , h e lp e d  g iv e  u s  s o m e  

in s ig h t in to  w h a t th e  p o lic e  w e re  d o in g  a n d  th e  s ta tu s  o f th e ir  in v e s t ig a t io n .

6. O u r  tra n s la to r, w h o  I m e n tio n  a b o v e , a lso  h a d  a n u m b e r o f  o th e r  s o u rc e s  w ith in  th e  

p o lic e  and  le g a l s y s te m  th a n k s  to  th e ir  d o s e  re la tio n s h ip  w ith  a  p o lic e  o ff ic e r . T h is  g a ve  

us  a  c ru c ia l a v e n u e  fo r  c h e c k in g  fa c ts  o r s p e c u la tio n . A  n u m b e r  o f c r im e  jo u rn a lis ts , 

fo rm e r  p o lic e  a n d  fo re n s ic  o ff ic e rs  a n d  a la w y e r v /o rk in g  in P ra ia  d e  L u z  a fs o  p ro v id e d  

s o u rc e s  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  o n  s to r ie s  a n d  h e lp e d  us u n d e rs ta n d  th e  p ro g re s s io n  o f th e  

p o lic e  in q u iry .

7, A ls o , in th e  e a rly  d a y s  o f M a d e le in e ’s  d is a p p e a ra n c e , th e re  w e re  m a n y  B r it is h  p e o p le  

w h o  live d  fu ll t im e  in th e  a re a . W e  u se d  th e s e  lo ca l e x p a tr ia te s  to  e s ta b lis h  lin k s  w ith  th e  

c o m m u n ity  and  to  p ro v id e  b a c k g ro u n d  in fo rm a tio n . It w a s  n e v e r  a  c a s e  o f b iin d ly  

c o p y in g  a  s to ry  fro m  a P o rtu g u e s e  p a p e r. J o u rn a lis ts  fro m  a lm o s t e v e ry  t i t le  o f th e  U K  

n a tio n a l m e d ia  a n d  te le v is io n  n e w s  w a s  in P ra ia  d a  Luz , w o rk in g  h a rd  a t g e tt in g  n e w  

s to r ie s  and  v e rify in g  le a d s  w ith  th e  c o n ta c ts  th a t th e y  h a d  m a n a g e d  to  fo rg e .

Question 2: what checks if any did you undertake or cause to undertake to verify the 
accuracy of each of these stories?

8, A s  I h a v e  p re v io u s ly  s ta te d , it w a s  d iff ic u lt, d u e  to  th e  w a y  ju d ic ia l s e c re c y  w o rk s  in 

P o rtu g a l, fo r  us to  c h e c k  o u r  s to r ie s  w ith  o ff ic ia l p o lic e  re p re s e n ta tiv e s . It m ig h t b e  w o rth  

c o n s id e r in g  th a t th e  w a y  th e  s to ry  d e v e lo p e d  in P o rtu g a l th ro u g h o u t th is  a ffa ir  Is a 

p e r t in e n t e x a m p le  o f w h a t h a p p e n s  w h e n  th e re  is n ’t  a  w a y  fo r  th e  p o lic e  a n d  p re s s  to  

e ffe c tiv e ly  c o m m u n ic a te .

9. D e s p ite  th is  o b s ta c le , th e re  w e re  w a y s  th a t w e  w o u id  c h e c k  o u r  s to r ie s . W e  q u ic k ly  

d e v e lo p e d  a n e tw o rk  o f c o n ta c ts , a n d  w e  c o u ld  ru n  in fo rm a tio n  p a s t th e m  to  v e r ify . W e  

w o u ld  a s k  o u r c o n ta c ts  and  s o u rc e s  if c e rta in  s to n e s  w e re  tru e , o r ta llie d  w ith  th e ir  

k n o w le d g e  in th e  c o n te x t o f w h a t th e y  k n e w  of th e  o n g o in g  p o lic e  in v e s tig a tio n .

10S2931

MODI 00053113



For Distribution To CP's

10. W e  w e re  c o n fid e n t th a t o u r  s o u rc e s  w e re  u s in g  co n ta c ts  w h o  w e r e  d ire c t ly  in vo lve d , fo r 

e x a m p le  th o s e  w h o  h a d  a n  a c tu a l ro le  in  th e  p o lic e  in q u iry , s o  t h a t  w e  c o u ld  b e  s a tis fie d  

th a t w h a t th e y  s a id  w a s  th e  re a l v e rs io n  of e v e n ts  a s  th e y  w e re  t r a n s p ir in g .

11. W ith  re g a rd  to  s p e c if ic  e x a m p le s , 1 w ro te  a  s to ry  on  2 5  O c to b e r  2 0 0 7  re g a rd in g  ce rta in  

q u e s tio n s  th a t th e  p o lic e  w a n te d  to  p u t to  th e  M c C a n n s . T h is  w a s  s o u rc e d  d ire c t ly  from  a 

p o lic e  c o n ta c t o f a  jo u rn a lis t  in th e  P o rtu g u e s e  m e d ia . T h e s e  w e re  q u e s tio n s  th a t the  

p o lic e  in te n d e d  to  b r in g  to  B rita in , to  b e  p u t d ire c tly  to  th e  M c C a n n s , t b e lie v e  th a t T h e  

M irro r, T h e  D a ily  M a il, a n d  T h e  S u n  p ic k e d  u p  th is  s to ry  a lso . T h e  q u o te  re g a rd in g  the  

q u e s tio n s  c a m e  d ire c tly  fro m  th e  c r im e  c o r re s p o n d e n t o f a  p ro m in e n t P o rtu g u e s e  

n e w s p a p e r. W e  o fte n  u s e d  h im  in fa c t to  v e r ify  o u r in fo rm a tio n , a s  h is  m a te ria l 

c o n s is te n tly  p ro v e d  a c c u ra te . I e x h ib it  a t  PJF1 s o m e  o f th e  s to r ie s  p u b lis h e d  b y  o th e r 

n e w s p a p e rs .

12. A n o th e r  e x a m p le  is  th e  s to ry  o n  6  N o v e m b e r 20 0 7 , re g a rd in g  th e  M c C a n n s  a n d  th e ir  

fr ie n d s  a p p e a r in g  'ju m p y  a n d  n e rv o u s ’ . T h is  s to ry  c a m e  fro m  tw o  o ff ic e rs  in  th e  G N R , 

lo c a l ru ra l p o lic e  w h o  w e re  th e  f irs t o n  th e  s c e n e  th e  n ig h t M a d e le in e  d is a p p e a re d . T h e  

in te rv ie w  w a s  o b ta in e d  as  a  re s u lt o f o u r  t ra n s la to r ’s  c o n ta c ts  a n d  w a s  c a r r ie d  b y  m o s t o f 

th e  B ritis h  p a p e rs , eve n  th o u g h  th e  in te rv ie w e e s  in s is te d  th a t  th e ir  n a m e s  n o t be  

p u b lis h e d . T h e y  p ro v id e d  f irs t h a n d  a c c o u n ts  o f th e  f irs t m in u te s  o f th e  in v e s tig a t io n , th e  

c h a o tic  c r im e  s c e n e , a n d  h o w  th e  M c C a n n s  a p p e a re d  w h e n  th e y  a rr iv e d . T h e  in te rv ie w  

w a s  c o lle c t iv e ly  p o o le d  a m o n g  th e  B ritis h  p re s s  w h o  re m a in e d  in P ra ia  d a  Lu z ,

13, O n  2 2  J a n u a ry  2 0 0 8  N ic k  F a g g e  a n d  i w ro te  a  s to ry  re g a rd in g  th e  re le a s e  o f a  s k e tc h  of 

a  p e rs o n  w h o  w a s  s u s p e c te d  by  th e  M c C a n n s ’ p r iv a te  in v e s tig a to rs . T h e  q u o te  g iv in g  

rise  to  th e  h e a d lin e  w a s  g iv e n  to  a P o r tu g u e s e  jo u rn a lis t w h o  v o u c h e d  fo r  its a cc u ra c y . 

B y th is  s ta g e  u n o ff ic ia l p o lic e  b r ie f in g s  a n d  c o m m e n ts  w e re  v e ry  n e g a tiv e  a b o u t th e  

M c C a n n s , s o  th a t q u o te  w a s  q u ite  ty p ic a l a t th a t tim e .
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Question 3: Why did you not seek comment from the McCantis before these stories were 
published?

14, S e e k in g  c o m m e n t fro m  th e  M c C a n n s  w a s  a  ro u tin e  p a r t o f o u r w o r k in g  d a y . W h e n  f f irs t 

a rr iv e d , a w o m a n  c a lle d  J u s t in e  M c G u in n e s s  w o rk e d  as  p re s s  l ia is o n  fo r  th e  fa m ily . 

D u rin g  th e  e a rly  d a y s  o f M a d e le in e ’s  d is a p p e a ra n c e  it w a s  re g a r d e d  a s  a  s tra ig h tfo rw 'a rd  

m is s in g  p e rs o n  s to ry , i t  w a s  q u ite  n o rm a l to  c a ll re la tiv e s  o f t h e  M c C a n n s  a n d  ta lk  to  

th e m  a b o u t th e  la te s t d e v e lo p m e n ts , a n d  th e y  w o u ld  be  h a p p y  to  s p e a k  in o rd e r  to  a id  

th e  se a rc h . D u rin g  th e  e a r ly  d a y s , it fe lt  as  th o u g h  w e  w e re  a b le  to  h e lp  th e m  as m u ch  

a s  th e y  c o u ld  h e lp  us , as  th e y  w e re  b a c k  in B rita in  a n d  d e s p e ra te  fo r  n e w s , and  w e  w e re  

o n  th e  g ro u n d  in P o rtu g a l.

15. T h a t c h a n g e d  w ith  th e  in c re a s in g  v o lu m e  o f ca lls  th a t th e  fa m ily  b e g a n  to  re ce ive . 

S e v e ra l p e o p le  w e re  u s e d  by  th e  M c C a n n s  to  fie ld  p re s s  c a lls  u n til C la re n c e  M itch e ll 

b e c a m e  th e  o ff ic ia l s p o k e s m a n . M o re  o fte n  th a n  n o t w h e n  ! t r ie d  to  c a ll M r M itc h e ll fo r  

c o m m e n t ■ w h ic h  w/as d o n e  fo r  e v e ry  s to ry  - I w a s  o n ly  a b le  to  g e t  th ro u g h  to  his 

v o ic e m a il. I w o u ld  o f c o u rs e  a s k  fo r  c o m m e n ts , a n d  s o m e t im e s  h e 'd  ca ll b a ck . O th e r  

t im e s  th e re  w o u ld  b e  n o  re p ly . L a te r, w h e n  h e  b a s e d  h im s e lf in E n g la n d , it b e c a m e  th e  

n o rm  fo r  o u r M id la n d s  re p o r te r  w h o  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  a  w o rk in g  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  M r 

M itc h e ll to  p u t o u r  re q u e s ts  fo r  c o m m e n t. T h e  re s p o n s e s  w e re  n o t a lw a y s  fo r th c o m in g , 

a n d  o fte n  o u r  c a lls  w o u ld  n o t be  re tu rn e d . B u t it w a s  an  e s ta b lis h e d  p a r t o f o u r s y s te m  

th a t  th e  s to r ie s  w e re  a lw a y s  p u t to  M r M itc h e ll.

16, O n  th e  o c c a s io n s  th a t w e  re c e iv e d  no  ca ll fro m  th e  M c C a n n s ’ re p re s e n ta tiv e s , it m e a n t 

th e  s to ry  w o u ld  h a v e  to  ru n  w ith o u t a c o m m e n t fro m  th e  fa m ily , i t 's  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  th a t 

th e  M c C a n n s  c o u ld  n o t re s p o n d  in p e rs o n  w h e n  th e y  b e c a m e  ‘a rg u id o s ’ . It m e a n t th e y  

w e re  n o t s u p p o s e d  to  ta lk  a b o u t th e  c a s e  a t a ll, b u t th e  c o n v e n tio n  w a s  th a t, a lth o u g h  

u n id e n t if ie d  s p e c if ic a lly  in th e  a rt ic le , M r M itc h e ll w o u ld  a t t im e s , a n d  on  h is  re q u e s t, be  

re fe rre d  to  as  a  ‘f r ie n d  c lo s e  to  th e  M c C a n n s ’ o r  ‘a  fa m ily  s p o k e s m a n ’ w h e n  o u r  q u o te s  

w e re  a ttr ib u te d .
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Question 4: What legal advice, if any was taken in relation to these issues?

17. A s  a  re p o r te r th a t w a s n ’t an  is s u e  I w a s  n o rm a lly  in v o lv e d  w ith .  T h a t  w a s  a  m a tte r  th a t 

w a s  c o n s id e re d  b a c k  in L o n d o n . T o  h e lp  w ith  b a c k g ro u n d  a n d  g a in  a n  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of 

th e  P o rtu g u e s e  le g a l s y s te m , I d e v e lo p e d  c o n ta c ts  w ith  a  P o r tu g u e s e  la w y e r. H e  w a s  

a b le  to  te ll m e  a b o u t p ro c e d u re s  in P o rtu g a l, b u t I n e v e r c o n s u lte d  h im  p ro fe s s io n a lly  fo r  

a d v ic e  on  w h a t c o u ld  o r c o u ld  n o t b e  p u b lis h e d  in m y  s to r ie s .

Question 5: Please explain the nature of sub-editorial and editorial involvement in each 
of the stories you wrote explaining in particular the steps they took to satisfy themselves 

that the said stories were accurate and that there was a public interest in their 
publication. In each case, you are required to name the sub-editors and editors involved.

18. It's  d if f ic u lt  to  p ro v id e  a  c le a r a n s w e r to  th a t q u e s tio n , as o n c e  th e  s to r ie s  w e re  s e n t to  

th e  n e w s d e s k  in  L o n d o n  th e y  w e re  e ffe c tiv e ly  o u t o f m y  h a n d s . A s  fa r  a s  th e  p ro c e s s  is 

c o n c e rn e d , I c a n  te ll you  th a t I w o u ld  file  th e  s to r ie s  e le c tro n ic a lly  to  th e  n e w s d e s k . D ue 

to  th e  p ro m in e n c e  o f th e  M c C a n n  s to ry  it w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  b e  re c e iv e d  b y  th e  N e w s  E d ito r 

o f th e  d a y  o r h is  m o s t s e n io r  a s s is ta n t. T h e y  w o u ld  g o  th ro u g h  th e  s to r ie s  a n d , o n c e  

s a tis f ie d  w ith  th e  c o n te n t, w o u ld  th e n  p a s s  th e m  on  to  th e  le g a l d e p a r tm e n t b e fo re  th e y  

w e re  s e n t to  th e  p ro d u c tio n  d e p a rtm e n t. A ll th e  s to r ie s  w e re  re a d  b y  la w y e rs  w h o  w o u ld  

th e n  g iv e  th e ir  o p in io n  to  s e n io r e x e c u tiv e s . O n c e  c le a re d , th e  s to r ie s  w o u ld  g o  to  th e  

c h ie f s u b  e d ito r , w h o  w o u ld  th e n  a s s ig n  s ta ff to  c h e c k  fo r  g ra m m a r  a n d  s p e llin g , w r ite  

h e a d lin e s  a n d  la y  th e m  o u t on  a  p a g e ,

19. O n c e  I’d  f i le d  th e  ra w  c o p y , h o w e v e r, it w a s  n o t n e c e s s a r ily  th e  e n d  o f m y  ro le . 

S o m e tim e s  th e  e d ito rs  w o u ld  c o m e  b a c k  a n d  s a y  th a t th e y  n e e d e d  m o re  w rit te n  on  o n e  

a s p e c t o f th e  s to ry ; s o m e tim e s  th e y  w o u ld  a s k  w h e re  I h a d  s o u rc e d  s o m e th in g  o r it th e y  

w e re  n o t h a p p y  o r in te re s te d  in  a  c e rta in  a s p e c t, th e y  w o u ld  te ll m e  to  le a ve  s o m e  

m a te r ia l o u t. In  o th e r  c a s e s , th e  n e w s  e d ito r  o r  s e n io r  e x e c u tiv e s  m ig h t c o m e  u p  w ith  a  

line  th a t s h o u ld  b e  in c lu d e d , o r a s k  m e  to  p u rs u e  s o m e th in g  th a t th e y  h a d  th o u g h t o f as 

w o rth w h ile . T h ro u g h o u t e a ch  w o rk in g  d a y , th e re  w a s  a  c o n s ta n t d ia lo g u e  b e tw e e n  th e  

n e w s d e s k  a n d  re p o r te rs ; th e re  is a lw a y s  ta lk  a b o u t w h a t th e  s tro n g e s t s to ry  o f d a y  is 

a n d  th e  p ro m in e n c e  th a t it c a n  b e  g iv e n .
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20 . T h e re  w e re  d iffe re n t s u b  e d ito rs  fo r  d iffe re n t s to r ie s , a n d  th e ir  le v e i o f in v o lv e m e n t v a rie d  

a c c o rd in g ly . N o rm a lly  o n  th e  M c C a n n  s to ry , th e  e d ito r  w o u ld  h a v e  a  d ire c t  in v o lv e m e n t 

in th e  h e a d lin e s  a n d  I k n o w  th a t P e te r H ill, th e  th e n  E d ito r , w o u ld  h a v e  re a d  and  

a p p ro v e d  e v e ry  s to ry  w rit te n .

STATEMENT OF TROTH

f b e lie v e  th a t th e  fa c ts  s ta te d  in th is  W itn e s s  S ta te m e n t a re  tru e .

PADRAIC JOHN FLANAGAN 
Dated: [ December 2011

[0S29,n

MODI 00053117


