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Big Pictures and Darryn Lyons witness statem ent 25 January 2012:

1. Please see the separate docum ent attached which is a summary o f Darryn Lyons' career history.

2. The attached docum ent covers Big Pictures b rie f h istory too.

3. Big Pictures em ploy 29 members o f staff, plus 152 freelance or casual workers.

4. Big Pictures em ploy day sta ff and night s ta ff photographers which are 8 hour shifts. Freelance 

photographers organise th e ir own self regulating hours.

5. Big Pictures have senior photographers w ho earn more than the juniors. All s ta ff photographers 

are on a salary. Freelance photographers w ork on commission which could be a 50/50 split o r 

60/40.

6. Big Pictures do not buy d irectly from  a photographer however the  general public do send 

photographs through to  the  M r Paparazzi.com website.

7. Big Pictures do not have a code o f practice docum ent o r manual however the  photographers are 

informed w hat is expected from  them  and w hat they can o r cannot do which is based on PCC 

recommendations.

8. Questions are asked when images are presented to  us and if our sales team  and management 

feel they are unhappy w ith  the  photos, we would decline subm itting  them , which has happened 

on several occasions.

9. M r Paparazzi.com has Terms and Conditions which I have attached. There was a case recently

when a m em ber o f the public approached us w ith  photographs o f The Only

Way Is Essex celebrity. Fie put it in w riting  th a t he owned the copyright and brought the  photos 

in to  the  agency fo r us to  sell o n his behalf. The D irector o f Sales fe lt th a t he was not te lling  the 

tru th  and rang PR agency. Max Clifford Associates, to  inform  them  o f th is

situation. As it transpires the copyright w asn 't his to  sell and we were pleased her in tu ition  was 

correct.

10. Freelance photographers are really not Big Pictures responsibility however we go to  extreme 

lengths to  assure the  images tha t are provided by them  are not deemed inappropriate, and we 

investigate fu lly  th a t the  in form ation given is correct.

11. Big Pictures receive 3,500 pictures a day and it can be too  d ifficu lt to  put in to  specifics. Each and 

every submission o f photograph is taken under d iffe ren t circumstances. It is the  in teg rity  and 

scrutiny o f our s ta ff tha t make the  decision o f subm itting  or not.

We are a celebrity agency, news and current affairs.

12. I was no t aware o f the  famously faked photograph which was published in the  M irro r o f the 

Princess o f Wales kissing Dodi al Fayed. We, as a Company, have never d ig ita lly altered a 

photograph. It is never justified.

13.

a) The m other o f Flugh Grant's b aby- th is  was not a subject we covered in any way.

b) Kate McCann -  Big Pictures did no t have any photographers fo llow ing  Kate McCann during 

the  period in question.

c) JK Rowling -  The photographer w ho took the pictures o f Ms Rowling and her son was a 

freelance photographer who worked fo r  a Scottish based agency Big Scotland which was a
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subsidiary company. A t the  tim e the  photographer, working to  supply the agency, certa inly 

w asn 't approached by Ms Rowling expressing her concern as to  any problem w ith  the 

photograph being taken in a public park; it was a good set o f photographs in a pleasant 

fam ily  situation.

First o f all the  photographs were never offered to  be sold. Stock images are put on a data 

base, roughly 3.5m images, and to  our knowledge it was 6 - 1 2  months before they were 

downloaded as a stock p icture o f Ms Rowling as a stock library image which was used to  

illustrate a story in the Sunday Express. The pictures were never sold; they  were 

downloaded fo r a new story.

d) Charlotte Church -  Big Pictures and Charlotte Church have had a good working relationship 

since 2005. There were several "organised" photo  shoots which were instigated by Ms 

Church and the  commission was split between the  tw o  parties, w ith  Ms Church benefiting 

greatly financia lly from  the set up o f the photo shoots.

There were photo  shoots in St Tropez, M onte  Carlo and New York, on her own, w ith  Gavin 

Henson and since w ith  another partner, also w ith  Ms Church's fam ily. At all tim es Ms 

Church was fu lly  aware o f the business between Big Pictures and herself and we make it our 

policy to  inform  the  "ce lebrities" th a t it is no t on ly a great gain w orldw ide  exposure but in 

the  past a very lucrative exercise fo r them  all financially.

There was never a shot taken up the skirt o f Ms Church as mentioned in your document.
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