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IN THE MATTER OF AN INQUIRY CHAIRED BY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
LORD JUSTICE LEVESON UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE INQUIRIES ACT 
2005.

F IR S T  W IT N E S S  S T A T E M E N T  O F  P H IL L IP  J O N E S

P H IL L IP  A N D R E W  J O N E S  o f  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  P o lic e , P o lic e  H e a d q u a r te r s ,

P o r t ls h e a d  B ris to l B S 2 0  8Q J W IL L  S A Y  a s  fo llo w s : -

1 . I  m a k e  th is  w itn e s s  s t a t e m e n t  in re s p o n s e  to  th e  N o tic e  is s u e d  u n d e r  s e c tio n  

2 1 ( 2 )  o f  th e  In q u ir ie s  A c t 2 0 0 5  o n  b e h a lf  o f  L ord  J u s tic e  L e v e s o n  d a te d  2  

F e b ru a ry  2 0 1 2  (" T h e  N o t ic e " )  w h ic h  id e n t if ie s  2 6  m a t te r s  o r  is s u e s  t h a t  I  a m  

re q u ire d  to  a d d re s s  in s t a t e m e n t  fo rm , I  n o te  th e  g e n e ra l  in v ita t io n  r e fe r re d  to  

in  t h a t  le t t e r  to  g iv e  a n y  a d d it io n a l e v id e n c e  w h ic h  m a y  b e  o f  a s s is ta n c e  w ith in  

t h e  T e r m s  o f  R e fe re n c e  a n d  I  h a v e  ta k e n  t h a t  in to  a c c o u n t  w h i ls t  p ro v id in g  th is  

s t a t e m e n t .

2 . F o r e a s e  o f  r e fe r e n c e  I  n o te  th e  In q u ir y  is s u e  o r  m a t t e r  b e in g  d e a l t  w ith  u s in g  

th e  p a ra g r a p h  n u m b e r in g  fro m  th e  N o tic e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  th e  r e le v a n t  

p a r a g r a p h (s )  o f  m y  s ta te m e n t .

3 .  I  a m  a D e te c t iv e  C h ie f  In s p e c to r  w ith  th e  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  C o n s ta b u la ry .  I  

h a v e  2 3  y e a r s  s e rv ic e  a n d  d u r in g  th is  t im e  I  h a v e  w o rk e d  in  a  v a r ie t y  o f  

o p e ra t io n a l ro le s  b o th  in u n ifo rm  a n d  a s  a d e te c t iv e ,  I  h a v e  s p e n t  th e  la s t  11  

y e a r s  in a d e te c t iv e  ro le  a n d  h a v e  p ro g re s s e d  fro m  th e  r a n k  o f  D e te c t iv e  

S e r g e a n t  to  D e te c t iv e  C h ie f  In s p e c to r .  U p o n  p ro m o t io n  to  D e te c t iv e  C h ie f  

In s p e c to r  in O c to b e r  2 0 0 8 ,  I  w a s  p o s te d  to  th e  C o n s ta b u la ry 's  M a jo r  C r im e  

In v e s t ig a t io n  T e a m  a s  a  S e n io r  In v e s t ig a t in g  O ff ic e r  ( " S IO " ) .  T h is  t e a m  ta k e s  

t h e  in v e s t ig a t iv e  le a d  fo r  a ll h o m ic id e s  w ith in  th e  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  fo rc e  a r e a  

a n d  fo iio w in g  c o lla b o ra t io n  in  J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  th is  h a s  in c lu d e d  t h e  W ilts h ire  P o lice  

fo rc e  a r e a .  In  J u n e  2 0 1 0  I  g a in e d  P IP  L e v e l I I I  a c c r e d ita t io n  as  a n  S IO .  P IP  

(P ro fe s s io n a lis in g  In v e s t ig a t io n  P ro g ra m m e )  is a n a t io n a l fo rm a l a c a d e m ic  

a c c re d ita t io n  w h ic h  re c o g n is e s  th e  p ro fe s s io n a lis m  a n d  c o m p e te n c e  o f  

in v e s t ig a to rs  w ith in  th e  P o lic e  S e rv ic e  th ro u g h  a s s e s s m e n t  in  th e  w o r k p la c e . T o  

a c h ie v e  th is  a c c r e d ita t io n  I  w a s  re q u ire d  to  e v id e n c e  m y  c o m p e te n c e  as  a  

S e n io r  In v e s t ig a t o r  in  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  m a jo r  c r im e  a n d  d e m o n s t r a te  m y  

a b ili ty  to  d e l iv e r  p ro fe s s io n a l,  e th ic a l a n d  e f fe c t iv e  in v e s t ig a t io n s .
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4 .  A s  a n  S IO  I  h a v e  led  n u m e ro u s  H o m ic id e  in v e s t ig a t io n s  w ith in  a  d iv e rs e  ra n g e  

o f  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a n d  c o m m u n it ie s .  T h e s e  in v e s t ig a t io n s  h a v e  v a r ie d  in  

c o m p le x ity  a n d  h a v e  ra n g e d  f r o m  C a te g o r y  A +  m u rd e r s  s u c h  a s  th e  J o a n n a  

Y e a te s  in v e s t ig a t io n  w h e r e  t h e  o f fe n d e r  is u n k n o w n  a n d  t h e r e  is a h ig h  le v e l o f  

m e d ia  in te r e s t  a n d  p u b lic  c o n c e rn , to  C a te g o r y  C m u rd e r s  w h e r e  th e  id e n t i ty  o f  

th e  o f fe n d e r  Is a p p a r e n t  a t  th e  o u ts e t  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  a n d /o r  e v id e n c e  can  

b e  s e c u re d  e a s ily , ( 1 )

5 . T h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e s e  in v e s t ig a t io n s  h a v e  a t t r a c te d  a t  le a s t  lo c a l m e d ia  

a t te n t io n .  M y  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  m e d ia  h a s  v a r ie d  c o n s id e ra b ly  d e p e n d in g  la rg e ly  

u p o n  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  h o m ic id e , th e  lo c a tio n  a n d /o r  th e  v ic t im .  I  h a v e  

u n d e r ta k e n  te le v is io n , n e w s p a p e r  a n d  ra d io  in te rv ie w s  a n d  m e d ia  c o n fe re n c e s  

a n d  w o r k e d  w ith  th e  C o r p o r a te  C o m m u n ic a t io n s  D e p a r t m e n t  (C C D )  o n  th e  

re le a s e  o f  w r i t te n  m e d ia  s ta te m e n ts  a n d  o th e r  m a t e r ia l ,  fo r  e x a m p le  C C T V  

fo o ta g e . E ach  o f  th e s e  w ill b e  " o n e  o f f"  a n d  th e r e  is no  p a t te r n  a s  to  ty p e ,  

f r e q u e n c y ,  d u r a t io n  o r  c o n te n t .  S o  fa r  a s  I  a m  c o n c e rn e d , a ll m e d ia  c o n ta c t  h as  

b e e n  a r ra n g e d  v ia  C C D , I  h a v e  n e v e r  in s t ig a te d  p e rs o n a l c o n ta c t  w ith  a n y  

m e d ia  o rg a n is a t io n  o r  jo u r n a l is t .

6 . I  h a v e  p r e d o m in a n t ly  d e a lt  w ith  lo c a l a n d  re g io n a l m e d ia  o r g a n is a t io n s  s u c h  as  

re g io n a l te le v is io n  n e w s  p ro g r a m m e s  o r  lo c a l n e w s p a p e rs .  T h e  e x c e p t io n  w a s  

th e  J o a n n a  Y e a te s  In v e s t ig a t io n  w h ic h  a t t r a c te d  s ig n if ic a n t  in te r e s t  fro m  

n a t io n a l a n d  in te r n a t io n a l  m e d ia  o rg a n is a t io n s . T h is  in te r e s t  w a s  u n r e le n t in g  

f ro m  th e  m o m e n t  J o a n n a 's  d is a p p e a r a n c e  w a s  p u b lic is e d  in  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 0  a n d  

h a s  c o n t in u e d  d e s p ite  V in c e n t  T a b a k 's  c o n v ic t io n  fo r  m u r d e r  in la te  O c to b e r  

2011 .

7 . I  w o u ld  e s t im a te  t h a t  I  h a v e  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  m e d ia  a s  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e  o n  

a b o u t  h a lf  a d o z e n  o c c a s io n s  e a c h  y e a r .  O v e r  th e  p a s t  t w e lv e  m o n th s  th e  le v e l 

o f  c o n ta c t  h a s  s ig n if ic a n t ly  in c re a s e d  d u e  to  th e  J o a n n a  Y e a te s  in v e s t ig a t io n  

a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  t r ia l  a n d  tw o  f u r t h e r  m u r d e r  in v e s t ig a t io n s  w h ic h  a t t r a c te d  lo ca l 

m e d ia  in t e r e s t . ( 2 )

8 . I  h a v e  p re v io u s ly  u n d e r ta k e n  a tw o  d a y  In h o u s e  m e d ia  c o u rs e  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  

m o c k  ra d io  a n d  T V  in te r v ie w s ,  p re s s  c o n fe re n c e  a n d  d if fe r e n t  s c e n a r io s . S in c e  

th e  J o a n n a  Y e a te s  in v e s t ig a t io n  a ll S IO s  in A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  h a v e  u n d e rg o n e  

fu r th e r  t ra in in g  w h ic h  in c o r p o ra te s  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  w e  e n c o u n te re d ,

9 .  A s  a n  S IO  I  re g a rd  th e  m e d ia  a s  a n  a d d it io n a l in v e s t ig a t iv e  to o t p ro v id in g  a 

m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  th e  p u b lic  to  a p p e a l fo r  in fo r m a t io n ,  w itn e s s e s ,
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a id  e l im in a t io n  a n d  p ro v id e  re a s s u ra n c e . P o s t t r ia l  it a ls o  p ro v id e s  a n  e f fe c t iv e  

m e a n s  o f  p u b lic is in g  g o o d  w o r k  a n d  le s s o n s  le a rn t .  In  th e  p a s t 2 y e a r s ,  

w o r k in g  w ith  C C D , I  h a v e  b e e n  in v o lv e d  in th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th r e e  

d o c u m e n ta r ie s  b a s e d  o n  c a s e s  w h ic h  I  h a v e  in v e s t ig a te d .  T w o  w e r e  in 

c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  J o a n n a  Y e a te s  c a s e , th e  f ir s t  B B C  C r im e w a tc h  a n d  th e  

o th e r  fo r  S k y 's  C r im e  a n d  In v e s t ig a t io n  c h a n n e l t i t le d  ' M u rd e r  a t  C h r is tm a s '.  In  

e a c h  o f  th e s e  I  g a v e  p e rs o n a l in te rv ie w s . In i t ia l ly  I  h a d  r e s e rv a t io n s  a b o u t  

p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  a  d o c u m e n ta r y  c o n c e rn in g  th e  J o a n n a  Y e a te s  c a s e . I  f e l t  t h a t  

V in c e n t  T a b a k 's  c o n v ic t io n  w a s  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  b r in g  s o m e  c lo s u re  to  th e  c a s e  

a n d  a llo w  J o a n n a 's  fa m ily  a n d  fr ie n d s  to  m o v e  o n  w ith  t h e i r  liv e s . H o w e v e r ,  

th e r e  w a s  a n d  s tilt is s ig n if ic a n t  m e d ia  in te r e s t  in  th e  c a s e  a n d  I  c h a n g e d  m y  

d e c is io n  w h e n  I  b e c a m e  a w a r e  t h a t  o th e r  k e y  in d iv id u a ls  h ad  a g re e d  to  

p a r t ic ip a te .  I  f e l t  i t  w a s  im p o r ta n t  to  te ll  th e  s to ry  a b o u t  th e  c h a lle n g e s  t h a t  w e  

o v e r c a m e  in  s e c u r in g  V in c e n t  T a b a k 's  c o n v ic t io n .

1 0 .  T h e  th ir d  d o c u m e n ta r y  re la te d  to  th e  m u r d e r  o f  S h e v o n  W ils o n  in S e p te m b e r  

2 0 0 9 ,  a  1 7  y e a r  o ld  m a le  w h o  w a s  fa ta l ly  s ta b b e d  in B r is to l. H is  d e a th  h a d  b e e n  

m is r e p o r te d  a s  a g a n g  re la te d  m u r d e r  a n d  le d  to  a  m a rc h , in  B r is to l in v o lv in g  

m o re  th a n  1 0 0  p e o p le  to  p ro te s t  a g a in s t  k n ife  c r im e . T h e  d o c u m e n ta r y ,  

'S c e n e s  fro m  a  T e e n a g e  K il lin g ',  e x p lo re d  th e  im p a c t  o f  te e n a g e  k illin g s  on  

fa m il ie s  a n d  c o m m u n it ie s .  W h ils t  I  d id  n o t  g iv e  a n  in te r v ie w , I  f e l t  th is  w o u ld  

b e  a n  im p a c t iv e  d o c u m e n ta r y  w h ic h  w o u ld  d e t e r  o th e rs  f r o m  e n g a g in g  in k n ife  

c r im e . I  c o n s e q u e n t ly  m e t  w ith  th e  p ro d u c tio n  te a m  a n d  p ro v id e d  a c c e s s  to  

C C T V  fo o ta g e  to  h e lp  fa c i l i ta te  th e  d o c u m e n ta r y .

1 1 .  T h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  a  re c e n t  m u r d e r  tr ia l  s im ila r ly  p ro v id e d  m e  w ith  a  m e d ia  

o p p o r tu n ity  to  p u b lic is e  D o m e s t ic  V io le n c e  a n d  to  e n c o u ra g e  v ic t im s  to  r e p o r t  

a n d  n o t s u f fe r  in s ile n c e .

1 2 . As a n  S IO  d e a lin g  w ith  s e r io u s  a n d  t ra g ic  c a s e s  a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  w h ic h  is a v ic t im  

a n d  fa m ily  I  s e e k  re s p o n s ib le  a n d  a c c u ra te  r e p o r t in g  a n d  a re c o g n it io n  o f  th e  

n e e d  fo r  o p e ra t io n a l in te g r ity .  ( 3 )

The Joanna Yeates missing person and murder investigation
1 3 . A  m e d ia  s t r a te g y  w a s  p u t  in p la c e  b y  th e  S IO  a t  th e  o u ts e t  w h e n  th e  m is s in g  

p e rs o n  in v e s t ig a t io n  c o m m e n c e d . I  w a s  n o t th e  o r ig in a l S IO .  In  th o s e  e a r ly  

s ta g e s  th e  o b je c t iv e  w a s  to  m a x im is e  p u b lic ity  in o r d e r  to  f in d  J o a n n a . T h e  

s t r a te g y  w a s  th e n  f u r th e r  d e v e lo p e d  b y  th e  S IO  w ith  a s s is ta n c e  fro m  C C D  w h e n  

it  b e c a m e  a m u r d e r  in q u iry .  I t  is im p o r ta n t  to  b e a r  in  m in d  t h a t  th e  m e d ia  

s t r a te g y ,  l ik e  a n y  o th e r ,  h a s  to  b e  k e p t  u n d e r  c o n t in u a l re v ie w  as  th e
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In v e s t ig a t io n  d e v e lo p s . I  w a s  a p p o in te d  a s  S IO  o n  2 7 th  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 0  a n d  in  

c o n s u lta t io n  w ith  C C D  c o n tin u e d  to  d e v e lo p  th e  m e d ia  s t r a te g y  a s  th e  

in v e s t ig a t io n  g re w , d o c u m e n t in g  a ll m e d ia  re la te d  d e c is io n s  in m y  p o lic y  b o o k .  

T h a t  s t r a te g y  w a s  a d d it io n a lly  c a p tu re d  in  a  d o c u m e n t  p re p a re d  b y  th e  H e a d  o f  

C o rp o ra te  C o m m u n ic a t io n s  a n d  m e  w ith  o v e r s ig h t  f ro m  A C C  R od  H a n s e n  w h o  

w a s  G o ld  C o m m a n d e r  fo r  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n . S in c e  5  J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  in o r d e r  to  

e n a b le  m e  as  S IO  to  fo c u s  on  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  A C C  H a n s e n , th e  C h ie f  

C o n s ta b le  a n d  th e  H e a d  o f  C C D  m e t  d a i ly  to  d e a l w ith  m e d ia  is s u e s  a n d  

ra m if ic a t io n s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  e x t e n t  o f  m e d ia  in te r e s t .

1 4 . T h e  s t r a t e g y  th r o u g h o u t  w a s  as  fo llo w s :

•  T o  c o n s id e r  th e  m e d ia  as  a n  a d d it io n a l in v e s t ig a t iv e  ta c t ic  as  a n d  w h e n  

a p p r o p r ia te  a n d  b e n e f ic ia l to  th e  d ire c tio n  a n d  p ro g re s s  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n .

•  T o  w o r k  w ith  th e  m e d ia  as  a m e a n s  o f  m a k in g  p u b lic  a p p e a ls  fo r  in fo rm a t io n  

a n d  w itn e s s e s .

•  T o  fu lf il  o u r  d u t y  o f  c a re  to w a r d s  th e  v ic t im 's  fa m ily  a n d  im m e d ia te  f r ie n d s ,  

p ro v id e  p ro te c t io n  fro m  e x c e s s iv e  m e d ia  in t r u s io n , a n d  s u p p o r t  w h e n  th e y  

c h o s e  to  s p e a k  w ith  th e  m e d ia  to  a id  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n .

•  T o  w o r k  w ith  th e  m e d ia  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  re a s s u r in g  t h e  c o m m u n ity  in  C iif to n ,  

t h e  w id e r  B r is to l a r e a  a n d  b e y o n d .

•  T o  a d o p t  a p r o p o r t io n a te  a p p ro a c h  to  o n g o in g  m e d ia  s p e c u la t io n  a n d  its  

p o te n t ia l  im p a c t  on  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n .

T h e  m e d ia  s t r a te g y  w a s  p a r t  o f  a  w id e r  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  s t r a te g y  to  k e e p  th e  

c a s e  in th e  p u b lic  e y e  in v o lv in g  n o t o n ly  t r a d it io n a l  m e d ia  b u t  o u r  o w n  w e b s ite ,  

F a c e b o o k , T w i t t e r  a n d  o th e r  so c ia l m e d ia .

1 5 .  T h e  o u tc o m e  o f  th is  a p p ro a c h  w a s  th e  re c e ip t  o f  a p p r o x im a te ly  3 ,0 0 0  m e s s a g e s  

f ro m  th e  p u b lic  w h ic h  h e lp e d  us e l im in a te  s o m e  a v e n u e s  o f  in q u iry  a n d  p ro v id e d  

s o m e  c r it ic a l in fo rm a t io n . F o r e x a m p le ,  a s  a  re s u lt  o f  th e  p u b lic ity  th e  la s t  

p e rs o n  to  s e e  J o a n n a  a liv e  c a m e  fo rw a rd . I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  s t r a te g y  a s  s e t  w a s  

s u c c e s s fu l. ( 4 )  ( 5 )  ( 6 )

1 6 .  T h r o u g h o u t  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  a n d  its  a f t e r m a t h  a ll c o n ta c t  b e tw e e n  th e  m e d ia  

a n d  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  te a m , in c lu d in g  m e , w a s  th r o u g h  C C D . T h e y  t o g e t h e r  w ith
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A s s is ta n t  C h ie f  C o n s ta b le  H a n s e n , m a n a g e d  a ll c o n ta c t  a n d  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  

th e  m e d ia .  M y  ro le  w a s  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in p re  a r r a n g e d  m e d ia  b r ie f in g s  a b o u t  th e  

in v e s t ig a t io n .  T h e s e  w e r e  a ll  o p e n  p re s s  c o n fe re n c e s . N o  in d iv id u a l b r ie f in g s  

w e r e  g iv e n  u n til a f t e r  th e  t r ia l  w h e n  I  p a r t ic ip a te d  in a n  in d iv id u a l b r ie f in g  w ith  

th e  B r is to l E v e n in g  P o s t.( 7 )  ( 8 )  ( 9 )

1 7 .  A ll a d  h o c  e n q u ir ie s  f ro m  th e  m e d ia  w e r e  d e a l t  w ith  b y  C C D  a n d  t h e y  k e p t  

re c o rd s . A s t h e y  w e r e  th e  s o le  c o n d u it  fo r  m e d ia  c o n ta c t  I  w a s  u n a w a r e  o f  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  th e  m e d ia  w e r e  h a p p y  w ith  th is  a p p ro a c h . F ro m  m y  p e rs p e c t iv e ,  

a n d  t h a t  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  t e a m ,  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  m e d ia  d ir e c t  w o u ld  h a v e  

b e e n  a  m a jo r  d is tra c t io n  fro m  o u r  p r im a r y  c o n c e rn  o f  in v e s t ig a t in g  J o a n n a 's  

m u r d e r ,  ( 1 0 )  ( 1 1 )  ( 1 2 )

1 8 .1  a m  a c u te ly  c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  p o te n t ia l  fo r  le a k s  o r  u n a u th o r is e d  d is c lo s u re s  to  

p r e ju d ic e  a n  in v e s t ig a t io n . I t  w a s  o f  p a r a m o u n t  im p o r ta n c e  fo r  m e  a n d  th e  

in v e s t ig a t io n  t e a m  to  m a in ta in  th e  in te g r ity  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  so  t h a t  w e  co u ld  

a c h ie v e  ju s t ic e  fo r  J o a n n a  a n d  h e r  f a m ily .  S p e c u la t io n  in th e  m e d ia  s ta r te d  e a r ly  

in  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  a n d  th e r e  w a s  a  c o n s ta n t  2 4  h o u r  p re s e n c e  a t  h e r  h o m e  

a d d re s s  a t  4 4  C a n y n g e  R o ad  w h ic h  w a s  a ls o  th e  h o m e  a d d re s s  o f  M r  J e ffe r ie s .  

In  s o m e  c a s e s  w e  w e r e  a w a r e  t h a t  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  p u b lic  w e  w e r e  s p e a k in g  to  

a ls o  h a d  b e e n  c o n ta c te d  b y  jo u r n a l is ts  e i t h e r  p r io r  to  o r  a f t e r  o u r  v is it .

1 9 .1  a m  a w a r e  t h a t  M r  J e f fe r ie s  is m a k in g  a c iv il c la im  a g a in s t  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  

fo r  u n la w fu l a r r e s t ,  d e te n t io n ,  t re s p a s s  to  p e rs o n  a n d  p r o p e r ty  a n d  b re a c h  o f  

h u m a n  r ig h ts  in im p o s in g  u n c o n d it io n a l b a il a n d  so I  s h a ll n o t  g iv e  a n y  d e ta i l  

w h ic h  r e la te s  to  th o s e  m a t te r s ,

2 0 .  C o n s c io u s  o f  M r  J e f fe r ie s ' r ig h t  to  p r iv a c y  w e  w e n t  to  c o n s id e ra b le  le n g th s  to  

e n s u re  t h a t  h is  a r r e s t  w a s  u n d e te c te d  b y  th e  m e d ia  u n til h e  w a s  in  c u s to d y  

w h e n  c o n f ir m a t io n  o f  a n  a r r e s t  w a s  m a d e  th r o u g h  C C D , a s  is n o r m a l p ra c t ic e .  

W e  d e c id e d  to  a r r e s t  w h ils t  it  w a s  s till d a r k ,  to  a p p ro a c h  th e  h o u s e  fro m  a  

d ir e c t io n  w h e r e  th e  T V  v a n s  w e r e  n o t  s i tu a te d  a n d  to  m in im is e  a n y  p o s s ib il ity  o f  

th e  m e d ia  w itn e s s in g  h is  a r r e s t .  N o n e  o f  th e  p o lic e  o f f ic e rs  a t  th e  s c e n e  o th e r  

th a n  th o s e  e f fe c t in g  th e  a r r e s t  k n e w  o f th e  a r r e s t .  T h a t  c a u t io n  c o n tin u e d  w h ils t  

h e  w a s  in c u s to d y  a n d  a f t e r  to  p r e v e n t  m e d ia  in tru s io n  a n d  p re s e r v e  th e  

in te g r ity  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n . T h e  in v e s t ig a t io n  te a m  re le a s e d  n o  in fo rm a t io n  

id e n t ify in g  M r  J e f fe r ie s  o r  h is  in v o lv e m e n t  in th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  a n d  I  d id  n o t  

c o n f irm  M r  J e f fe r ie s  id e n t i ty  to  th e  m e d ia  u n til th e  p re s s  c o n fe re n c e  fo llo w in g  

V in c e n t  T a b a k 's  t r ia l  in  O c to b e r  2 0 1 1 ,  b y  w h ic h  t im e  it  h ad  b e e n  d is c lo s e d  in
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c o u r t .  I  b e c a m e  a w a r e  a f t e r  h is  re le a s e  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  in a d v e r te n t  

d is c lo s u re  o f  h is  id e n t ity .

2 1 .1  b e c a m e  in c re a s in g ly  a w a r e  o f  c o n ta c t  f ro m  th e  p re s s  a n d  m e d ia  re p o r ts  w h ic h  

s u g g e s te d  t h e y  m a y  b e  o b ta in in g  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  k e y  m a te r ia !  in th e  

in v e s t ig a t io n  a n d  i  a s k e d  o n e  o f  m y  t e a m  to  lia is e  w ith  th e  C o n s ta b u la ry 's  

P ro fe s s io n a l S ta n d a r d s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  I  k n o w  t h a t  th e y  c o m m e n c e d  a n  

in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  p o s s ib le  le a k s  b u t  I  h a d  n o  in v o lv e m e n t  w ith  t h a t  In v e s t ig a t io n  

a n d  d o  n o t k n o w  th e  o u tc o m e .

2 2 .1  h a v e  re a d  th e  s e c o n d  s t a t e m e n t  to  th e  In q u ir y  s u b m it te d  b y  R ic h a rd  W a iia c e ,  

th e  E d ito r  o f  th e  D a ily  M ir ro r . I  h a v e  a lr e a d y  c o m m e n te d  o n  th e  c o o p e ra t io n  

s o u g h t  f ro m  th e  m e d ia  a n d  th e  re a l v a lu e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  p ro v id e  to  p ro g re s s  a n  

in v e s t ig a t io n .  In  p a ra g r a p h  7  o f  h is  s t a t e m e n t ,  M r  W a lla c e  p re s e n te d  a  

c o m p le te ly  m is le a d in g  p ic tu re  o f  a n  e v e n t  in th e  in v e s t ig a t io n . T h is  w a s  

c o rre c te d  in  th e  C h ie f  C o n s ta b le 's  re s p o n s e  to  h is  e v id e n c e . T h e  C h ie f  C o n s ta b le  

a ls o  d e a ls  w ith  th is  in h is s t a t e m e n t  to  th is  In q u ir y .  H e  a d d re s s e s  a g a in  a ll th o s e  

a lle g a t io n s  m a d e  b y  M r  W a iia c e . M r  W a lla c e 's  re fe r e n c e  to  'o f f  th e  re c o rd ' 

b r ie f in g s  b y  th e  p o lic e  d u r in g  a n  in v e s t ig a t io n  is n e w  to  m e . I  w o u ld  n o t re g a rd  

a n y  c o n ta c t  w ith  m e d ia  a s  b e in g  'o f f  th e  re c o rd ' a n d  c e r ta in ly  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  

p a r ty  to  a n y . I  a c c e p t  t h a t  M r  W a iia c e  d o e s  n o t  c la im  f ir s t  h a n d  k n o w le d g e  o f  

su c h  c o n v e rs a t io n s  (h is  p a ra g r a p h  9 )  b u t  I  m u s t  s a y  t h a t  s o  f a r  a s  I  a m  a w a r e ,  

h is  C o n te n t  D e s k  a n d  th e  r e p o r te r  Jon  C le m e n ts  a r e  s im p ly  w ro n g  to  a s s e r t  t h a t  

s u c h  b r ie f in g s  to o k  p la c e . I  re a d  p a ra g r a p h s  1 0  a n d  1 1  o f  h is  s t a t e m e n t  in 

w h ic h  h e  re fe rs  to  'o f f  th e  re c o rd ' b r ie f in g s  a n d  p o lic e  s o u rc e s  a s  p ro v id in g  

in fo rm a t io n  re la t in g  to  M r  J e f fe r ie s  a n d  th e  In v e s t ig a t io n  w ith  d is b e lie f.  I  

b e c a m e  in c re a s in g ly  m in d fu l o f  th e  n e e d  to  k e e p  k e y  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  th e  

in v e s t ig a t io n  a s  t ig h t  a s  p o s s ib le  a n d  I  b e l ie v e  w e  d id  so . ( 1 4 )

2 3 .1  d id  n o t , n o r  to  th e  b e s t  o f  m y  k n o w le d g e  d id  a n y  o f  m y  c o lle a g u e s , h a v e  a n y  

" o ff  th e  re c o rd "  c o n v e rs a t io n s  w ith  th e  m e d ia  a lth o u g h  I  w a s  a s k e d  fo r  a n  'o f f  

th e  re c o rd ' c o m m e n t  b y  th e  jo u r n a l is t  f ro m  th e  B r is to l E v e n in g  P o s t a f t e r  th e  

t r ia l .  H e  a s k e d  m e  to  c o n firm  in fo r m a t io n  re la t in g  to  p o s s ib le  f u r t h e r  a c t io n  

a g a in s t  V in c e n t  T a b a k .  I  d id  n o t c o n firm  h is  in fo rm a t io n  a n d  w a s  n o n  c o m m it ta l  

in re s p o n s e . I  c a n  th in k  o f  n o  o c c a s io n  w h e n  it  m ig h t  b e  a p p r o p r ia te  fo r  m e  to  

m a k e  su c h  a c o m m e n t .  A s  to  m y  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  m e a n in g  o f  " o f f  th e  

re c o rd " , I  w o u id  s a y  t h a t  i t  w o u id  b e  in fo r m a t io n  th a t  w a s  p ro v id e d  o n  th e  b a s is  

t h a t  it  co u ld  n o t b e  p u b lis h e d . S in c e  I  h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  s u c h  a c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  

th e  m e d ia ,  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  h o w  th e y  in te r p r e t  su c h  a c o n v e rs a t io n  o r  w h a t  t h e i r  

u n d e r s ta n d in g  m a y  b e . ( 1 5 - 2 1 )
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2 4 ,1  h a v e  a lr e a d y  r e fe r re d  to  s p e c u la t io n  b y  th e  m e d ia ,  In  e a r ly  J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  I  

w a s  c o n ta c te d  b y  C C D  c o n c e rn in g  a n  a d  h o c  e n q u ir y  f ro m  th e  D a ily  M a il 

c o n c e rn in g  lo w  c o p y  D N A  h a v in g  b e e n  fo u n d  on  J o a n n a 's  b o d y . A t  t h a t  t im e  th e  

n a tu r e  o f th e  D N A  w a s  k n o w n  to  a  l im ite d  n u m b e r  o f  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  

p e rs o n n e l a n d  a ls o  to  o th e r  r e le v a n t  a g e n c ie s . I  re c a ll m y  fe e lin g  o f  d e f la t io n  

t h a t  su ch  in fo rm a t io n  s h o u ld  b e  in th e  p u b lic  d o m a in . T h is  in c re a s e d  w h e n  I  w a s  

c o n ta c te d  a g a in  o n  4  J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  c o n c e rn in g  a s to ry  th e  S u n  h a d  o b ta in e d  

t h a t  s o m e  o f  J o a n n a 's  c lo th in g  in c lu d in g  o n e  o f  h e r  s o ck s  w a s  m is s in g . I  f e l t  

t h a t  th is  w a s  a c r it ic a l p ie c e  o f  in fo rm a t io n  t h a t  s h o u ld  n o t b e  m a d e  p u b lic  as  it  

co u ld  c a u s e  s ig n if ic a n t  d a m a g e  to  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  b u t  i t  b e c a m e  c le a r  th ro u g h  

C o rp o ra te  C o m m u n ic a t io n s  t h a t  th e  S u n  w o u ld  p u b lis h  re g a rd le s s  o f  a n y  

p ro te s ta t io n s  t h a t  w e r e  m a d e . A s a  re s u lt  I  c h a n g e d  m y  in v e s t ig a t iv e  s t r a te g y  

a n d  w e  h e ld  a  p re s s  c o n fe re n c e  th e  n e x t  d a y  c o n c e rn in g  th e  s o c k  a n d  

p r o a c t iv e ly  s o u g h t  In fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  th e  o n e  w h ic h  w a s  m is s in g . V in c e n t  T a b a k  

w a s  to  la t e r  a d m it  t h a t  h e  h a d  th e  s o c k  a n d  d is p o s e d  o f  it ,  ( 2 2 ) ( 2 3 )

2 5 .  T h ro u g h  n e g o t ia t io n s  b y  C C D  th e  D a ily  M a il h ad  a g re e d  to  q u a li fy  t h e i r  

p u b lic a t io n  o f  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  D N A  on  J o a n n a 's  b o d y  b u t  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  th e  

S u n  w e re  u n s u c c e s s fu l to  p r e v e n t  p u b lic a t io n . In ju n c t io n  p ro c e e d in g s  w e re  

c o n s id e re d  b u t  w o u ld  h a v e  d e f le c te d  m y  fo c u s  fro m  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  to  o th e r  

p o s s ib ly  p ro tra c te d  le g a l p ro c e e d in g s  in v o lv in g  th e  m e d ia .  A t  t h a t  c r it ic a l p o in t  

in th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  it  w a s  v i ta l  t h a t  I  r e m a in e d  fo c u s s e d  on  e s ta b lis h in g  w h o  

h ad  k ille d  J o a n n a  Y e a te s .

2 6 .  T h e  e f fe c t  o f  s u c h  in fo rm a t io n  a p p e a r in g  in th e  m e d ia  h a d  th e  p o te n t ia l  to  a f fe c t  

th e  m o ra le  o f  th e  t e a m  a n d  s e e d  d is t ru s t  b e tw e e n  u s . I t  co u ld  b e  v e r y  

d is tra c t in g  fro m  o u r  p r im a r y  o b je c t iv e  re q u ir in g  us to  re v ie w  o u r  in v e s t ig a t io n  

a n d  lia is e  w ith  C C D  in o rd e r  to  m in im is e  a n y  p o te n t ia l  d a m a g e .  C ru c ia lly , it  a ls o  

h a d  th e  p o te n t ia l  to  d e s tr o y  th e  t r u s t  b e tw e e n  th e  p o lic e  a n d  J o a n n a 's  fa m ily  if  

th e y  b e lie v e d  t h a t  w e  w e r e  n o t in fo rm in g  th e m  o f  in v e s t ig a t iv e  d e v e lo p m e n ts .  

O n  e a c h  o c c a s io n  as  w e  b e c a m e  a w a r e  t h a t  th e  m e d ia  w e r e  g o in g  to  p u b lis h  

d e ta i ls  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n , w e  to ld  th e  fa m ily  so t h a t  th e y  w e r e  p re p a r e d  in 

a d v a n c e , ( 2 2 ) ( 2 3 ) ( 2 4 )

2 7 .  D e s p ite  th e  f ru s tr a t io n  t h a t  I  a n d  m y  c o lle a g u e s  f e l t  a b o u t  th e  b e h a v io u r  o f  th e  

m e d ia ,  it w a s  c ru c ia l t h a t  w e  m a in ta in e d  o u r  p ro fe s s io n a lis m  a n d  re ta in e d  fo c u s  

o n  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n , I  b e lie v e  t h a t  w e  a c h ie v e d  th is , e n a b lin g  us to  b r in g  th e  

In v e s t ig a t io n  to  a s u c c e s s fu l c o n c lu s io n  as  e v id e n c e d  b y  V in c e n t  T a b a k 's
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c o n v ic t io n . I  c o n s id e r  t h a t  w e  m a in ta in e d  a b a la n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  

in fo r m a t io n  to  th e  m e d ia  a n d  p re s e r v in g  c o n f id e n t ia l ity .

2 8 .  M y  p e rs o n a l d e a lin g s  w ith  th e  m e d ia  h a v e  b e e n  p ro fe s s io n a l b u t  n o t c lo s e . N o n e  

d e v e lo p e d  in th e  c o u rs e  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n .  I  d o  n o t c o n s id e r  t h a t  I  h ad  o r  

h a v e  a re la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  m e d ia  n o r  is t h e r e  a n y  n e e d  fo r  m e  to  d o  so  In  m y  

c u r r e n t  ro le . T o  d a te  m y  c o n ta c ts  w ith  th e  m e d ia  h a v e  b e e n  in c o n n e c t io n  w ith  

in v e s t ig a t io n s  r a t h e r  th a n  on  a s t r a te g ic  le v e l.  W h a t  re la t io n s h ip  t h e r e  is e x is ts  

th ro u g h  C C D  a n d  fro m  m y  p e rs p e c t iv e  is s u c c e s s fu l. M y  e x p e r ie n c e  a s  S IO  on  

th e  J o a n n a  Y e a te s  In v e s t ig a t io n  d o e s  n o t a l t e r  t h a t  v ie w .

2 9 .  W h e r e  th e y  e x is t ,  th e  d o c u m e n ts  I  h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  to  p ro v id e  to  th e  In q u ir y  

a r e  b e in g  s e n t  s e p a r a te ly .

3 0 .  W h e r e  th e  fa c ts  s e t  o u t  in m y  re s p o n s e s  a r e  w ith in  m y  d ir e c t  k n o w le d g e  th e y  

a r e  t r u e .  W h e r e  in fo rm a t io n  is p ro v id e d , b u t  s u p p lie d  to  m e  b y  o th e r s ,  t h a t  

in fo r m a t io n  is t r u e  to  th e  b e s t o f  m y  k n o w le d g e  in fo rm a t io n  a n d  b e lie f .  W h e r e  I  

h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  to  e x p re s s  a  v ie w  o r  o p in io n , th e y  a r e  m in e  a n d  g e n u in e ly  

h e ld .

D A T E D  T H IS F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 2

S ig n e d .....

P h illip  J o n e s
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