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R eportin g  o f  S u ic id es

________________ l̂ias asked m e to remind you all that it is imperative that the gi'eatest possib le care is
taken with the reporting o f  all suicides.

Follow ing the publication o f  a telegraph.co.uk  article, and other similar media articles, reporting the 
suicide o f  a man w ho cut o f f  his head with a chainsaw. The Press Complaints Com m ission has ruled 
that this w as in breach o f  Clause 5 (ii) o f  the Code o f  Practice, which provides: "When reporting  
suicide, care should be taken to avoid excessive detail about the method used".

The clause is designed to prohibit the inclusion o f  such detail that m ight act as a blueprint for 
copycat suicides. In this case the Com m ission found that tlie article contained a long and graphic 
reference to the metlrod o f  suicide including details o f  the precise apparatus used and the w ay it was 
assembled. '

The C om m ission m akes the point that inquest reports should be carefully edited to rem ove needless  
detail even i f  such detail has emerged during the course o f proceedings held in public.

Please refer all future suicide reports to the legal department.
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