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D e a r  L o r d  J u s t ic e  L e v e s o n ,

I a m  t h e  C h a ir m a n  o f  th e  L o n d o n  M u s l im  C e n tr e  a n d  th e  E a st L o n d o n  M o s q u e .  I a m  a fo r m e r  S e c r e ta r y  

G e n e r a l  o f  th e  M u s l im  C o im c il  o f  B r ita in .

I a m  a w a r e  th a t  y o u r  In q u ir y  h as r e c e iv e d  s o m e  e v id e n c e  o n  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  b ia s  o r  p r e ju d ic e  a g a in s t  th e  

M u slim  c o m m im it y  in  p r e s s  r e p o r t in g .  I w o u ld  l ik e  t o  b r in g  t o  y o u r  a t t e n t io n  m y  o w n  c o n c e r n s  in  th a t  

r e s p e c t .

T h a t  th e r e  is b ia s  o r  p r e ju d ic e  I a m  o f  n o  d o u b t .  I t  ta k e s  th e  fo r m  o f  g r a tu ito u s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  w o r d s  l ik e  

“M u s l im ”, “I s la m ” a n d  “m o s q u e ” so  as t o  e n c o u r a g e  in  th e  r e a d e r  a n  a s s o c ia t io n  b e t w e e n  th e  a l le g e d  a c t iv ity  

o f  a n  in d iv id u a l o r  a g r o u p  a n d  a ll  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  M u s l im , h a v e  Is la m  as th e ir  r e l ig io n ,  o r  a t t e n d  m o s q u e s .

It  is  a lso  c le a r  t o  m e  th a t  its  e f f e c t  is  v e r y  d a m a g in g  t o  e f fo r ts  t o  b r in g  th e  M u s l im  a n d  n o n -M u s l im  

c o m m im it y  t o g e th e r  in  th is  c o im tr y .

L e t  m e  ta k e  a r e c e n t  e x a m p le .  A  s h o r t  r e p o r t  w a s  p u b l is h e d  in  th e  p r in t  e d i t io n  o f  th e  D a i ly  T e le g r a p h  o n  19  

J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  h e a d e d :  “M u s lim  e x t r e m is t  j a i le d  fo r  a b u s in g  g ir ls  a t  m o s q u e  ”. I t  c o n ta in e d  th e  s ta te m e n t :

“ A s h r a f  M ia h  . . .  r e p e a t e d ly  m o l e s t e d  th e  g ir ls  w h i le  t h e y  r e c i t e d  r e l ig io u s  t e x t s  a t  th e  E a st  E o n d o n  

M o s q u e , S n a r e sb r o o k  C r o w n  C o u r t  h e a r d . ”

A n  e x t e n d e d  a r t ic le ,  w r i t t e n  b y  M r  A n d r e w  G ill ig a n , w a s  p u b l is h e d  o n  h is  b lo g  o n  th e  D a i ly  T e le g r a p h  

w e b s i t e .  T h is  w a s  h e a d e d  “E x tr e m is t  le a d e r  ja i le d  fo r  c h i ld  a b u s e ”. I t  c o n ta in e d  th e  s ta te m e n t :

“ S o m e  o f  th e  v ic t im s  w e r e  in t r o d u c e d  t o  M ia h  a t  th e m o s q u e

T h e  s h o r t  r e p o r t  a n d  th e  e x t e n d e d  a r t ic le  th u s  s e t  o u t  t o  l in k  s e x u a l  a b u se  t o  th e  E a st  E o n d o n  M o s q u e .  Y e t  

th e r e  w a s  n o  b a s is  fo r  a n y  su c h  s u g g e s t io n .  T h e  M e tr o p o l i ta n  P o l ic e  p r e s s  r e le a s e  o n  th e  c a se  m a d e  n o  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  m o s q u e .  T h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  P o l ic e  h as t o ld  th e  E o n d o n  M u s lim  C e n tr e  th a t  th e  p r o s e c u t io n  

c a se  in v o lv e d  n o  s u g g e s t io n  th a t  o f f e n d in g  h a d  ta k e n  p la c e  a t  th e  M o s q u e , o r  f r o m  in tr o d u c t io n s  a t  th e  

M o s q u e .  T h e  c o u r t  r e p o r t  a v a ila b le  t o  M r  G ill ig a n  c o n ta in e d  n o t h in g  t o  ju s t i fy  th e  s ta t e m e n ts  a b o v e .

W e  r a is e d  th e  m a t te r  w i t h  T h e  D a i ly  T e le g r a p h  a n d  M r  G ill ig a n , a sk in g  th e m  fr o m  w h e r e  t h e y  d e r iv e d  th e  

l in k , b e t w e e n  s e x u a l  a b u se  a n d  th e  E a st  E o n d o n  M o s q u e .  T h e  D a i ly  T e le g r a p h  r e s p o n d e d  b y  ta k in g  th e  

e x t e n d e d  a r t ic le  d o w n  a n d  la te r  p u b lis h in g  a r e t r a c t io n  in  r e la t io n  t o  th e  p r in t  r e p o r t .  E or h is  p a r t  M r  

G ill ig a n  d id  n o t  r e p ly  t o  o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o r  e v e n  a c k n o w le d g e  a m is ta k e  w a s  m a d e .
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I h a v e  c o n f in e d  m y s e l f  in  th is  l e t t e r  t o  o n e  e x a m p le  o f  o n e  o c c a s io n  in v o lv in g  o n e  jo u r n a l is t .  E v e n  t h e n  1 

s h o u ld  a d d  th a t  th e  jo r u n a l is t  t o  w h o m  1 r e f e r  h as a u th o r e d  a m r m b e r  o f  o th e r  a r t ic le s  in  th e  la s t  y e a r  o r  so  

w h ic h  a lso  c o n ta in  in c o r r e c t  s ta t e m e n ts ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  m o r e  im p o r ta n t ly  w e r e  w r i t t e n  in  a w a y  th a t  a p p ea r s  

t o  b e  m o t iv a t e d  b y  a d e s ir e  t o  im d e r m in e  r e s p e c t  fo r  th e  E a st  E o n d o n  M o s q u e  a n d  fo r  th e  m a n y  th o u sa n d s  o f  

M u s lim s  w h o  a t t e n d  th e  M o s q u e  e v e r y  w e e k .  R e c e n t ly  in  th e  c o r u s e  o f  th e s e  a r t ic le s  h e  s ta te d  o n  2 2  

E e b r u a r y  2 0 1 2  o n  h is  b lo g  o n  th e  T e le g r a p h  w e b s it e :

“T h e  lE E , th e  m o s q u e  a n d  th e ir  a llie s  h a v e  a lso  m a d e  m o r e  th a n  2 0 0  c o m p la in ts  a b o u t  [M r G ill ig a n ,  

th e  T e le g r a p h  a n d  C h a rm el 4 ’s D e s p a tc h e s ]” t o  th e  b r o a d c a s t in g  r e g u la to r ,  O f c o m .  E v e r y  s in g le  o n e  

o f  t h o s e  c o m p la in ts  h a s b e e n  r e j e c t e d ,  t o o .

1 c a n  o n ly  sp e a k  fo r  th e  M o s q u e .  I t  h a s n o t  h i th e r to  m a d e  ; 

c o m p la in t  r e j e c t e d .

ip la in t  to  O f c o m  a n d  h as n e v e r  h a d  ;

A s  1 s ta te d  a b o v e  i t  is  c le a r  t o  m e  th a t  th e  e f f e c t  o f  th is  b e h a v io iu  b y  j o iu n a l i s t s  is  v e r y  d a m a g in g  t o  e f fo r t s  to  

b r in g  th e  M u s l im  a n d  n o n -M u s l im  c o m m im it y  t o g e th e r  in  th is  c o im tr y .  I t  e n c o iu a g e s  th e  w id e r  c o m m im it y  

t o  th in k  n e g a t iv e ly  a b o u t  M u s l im s .

1 h a v e  d e v o t e d  m u c h  o f  m y  a d u lt  l i f e  t o  c o m m im it y  c o h e s io n ,  a n d  1 h a v e  s p e n t  m a n y  y e a r s  a m o n g  th e  

c o m m im it y  in  E o n d o n ’s E a st  E n d . 1 s e e  th e  e f f e c t  t o  w h ic h  1 r e f e r ,  a n d  p e o p le  c o m e  a n d  t e l l  m e  a b o u t  it .

T h e  c o m m u n it y  is a v e r y  m i x e d  o n e ,  a n d  p e a c e  a n d  m u tu a l  r e s p e c t  w i t h in  th a t  c o m m u n it y  d e p e n d  o n  

d e e p e n in g  u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  c u ltu r e s ,  fa ith s  a n d  b a c k g r o u n d s .  E v e r y  t im e  a s to r y  is in s p ir e d  

th a t  “M u s l im s ” d o  th is , th a t  “I s la m ” e n c o u r a g e s  th a t , o r  th a t  t h e y  g o  t o  “m o s q u e s ’ , th e  r e s u l t  is  th a t  a p a r e n t  

w i l l  k e e p  a c h i ld  a w a y  fr o m  o th e r s ,  a y o u n g  p e r s o n  w i l l  ta k e  s id e s  a g a in s t  o th e r s ,  a n  e ld e r ly  p e r s o n  w i l l  

c h o o s e  n o t  t o  e n jo y  c o m m u n it y  fa c il i t ie s  a lo n g s id e  o th e r s , a fa lse  s u s p ic io n  w i l l  b e  p la n te d . T h e  c o m m u n it y  

e n d s  u p  d iv id e d . T h e  v ita l  w o r k  o f  c o m m u n it y  le a d e r s , s c h o o l t e a c h e r s ,  y o u t h  w o r k e r s  a n d  o th e r s  is 

u n d e r m in e d ,  a n d  th e ir  m o r a le  is  d e f la te d .

1 w o u ld  a d d  th a t  1 h a v e  r e a d  th e  w r i t t e n  s u b m is s io n  d a te d  3 1  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 1  m a d e  b y  E N G A G E  t o  y o u r  

In q u ir y . 1 r e s p e c t f u l ly  s u p p o r t  th e  p o in ts  i t  m a k e s  t o  y o u  in  S e c t io n  3 o f  th a t  su b m is s io n .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  ta k in g  in to  c o n s id e r a t io n  w h a t  1 h a v e  w r i t t e n .  1 w o u ld  b e  h a p p y  t o  m a k e  a n y  fu r th e r  

c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  y o u r  In q u ir y  th a t  y o u  m ig h t  c o n s id e r  h e lp h i l  a n d  a p p r o p r ia te .

Y o u r s r e ly .

D r  M u h a m m a d  A b d u l B ari M B E

Chairman ojthe London Muslim Centre and the East London Mosque

Statement oJ Truth
L believe thejacts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed: Date: 19“'April 2012
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