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Baroness Buscom be announces end o f te rm  as Chairm an o f th e  PCC

Baroness Buscombe's th ree -yea r te rm  o f o ffice  comes to  an end in the  New Year. She has 
announced today her decision no t to  continue beyond th a t te rm  to  a llow  ample tim e  fo r  her 
successor to  be found.

In the  in te rim , she w ill con tinue  her w o rk  o f p rom oting  industry  re fo rm , before handing over to  a 
rep lacem ent a fte r a candidate has been approved.

Baroness Buscombe w ill co n trib u te  to  th e  Leveson Inqu iry  as an expert in the  area o f media 
regu la tion .

Baroness Buscombe said:

"I am very proud o f my w o rk  a t the  PCC, w h ich  - from  the  very beginning - has been aimed at 
instiga ting  the  process o f re fo rm  o f the  organ isation. This included a Governance Review in the 
course o f w h ich  I decided to  make a num ber o f in te rna l im provem ents and the in troduction  o f 
revised procedures in regard to  the  Editors' Code. This was always in tended to  be a springboard fo r  
fu r th e r  re fo rm .

I am pleased th a t the  Commission w a n t me to  continue in post un til m y successor has been 
appo in ted . Thereafter, I w ill be able to  be a cam paigner fo r  change fro m  outside the organisation. I 
w ish to  co n tribu te  to  the  Leveson inqu iry  and partic ipa te  fu lly  in the  overa ll debate regarding 
re fo rm , un fe tte red  by my role as Chairman o f the  PCC.

I leave w ith  th ree  clear messages.

First, the  pub lic  righ tly  dem ands s tronger pow ers fo r  dealing w ith  the  m isconduct o f the  press. They 
m ust get them .

Second, th e  public needs the  existing w o rk  o f  the  PCC to  continue and be bu ilt upon. I have worked 
as Chairman to  ensure th a t we give real help (bo th  before and a fte r pub lica tion) to  mem bers o f the  
public, w ho  o therw ise  w ou ld  have no-one to  tu rn  to . The s ta ff o f the  PCC are unsurpassed in term s 
o f th e  e ffo r t and in te lligence th e y  bring to  th e ir  w ork.

And th ird , the  im portance o f a free  press has never been greater. It was thanks to  investigative 
jou rna lism  th a t the  phone hacking scandal was brought to  public a tte n tio n . Newspapers and 
magazines m ust have the  p rope r freedom  to  represent th e ir  readers' in terests, and also to  expose 
w rongdo ing  w hereve r it  may be found.

In th is  w o rld  o f sh ifting  media provis ion, I am convinced the  answer to  eth ical concerns about the  
press is n o t s ta tu to ry  in te rven tion . W ha t is needed is a g rea te r sense o f accountab ility  among 
ed ito rs  and p rop rie to rs . A PCC w ith  increased powers and reach remains the  best way o f achieving 
th a t."

ENDS

Notes to  ed itors:
1. The PCC has responded to  today 's  s ta tem en t by Baroness Buscombe. To read this, please click 
here.
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2. The Press Com plaints Commission is an independently-run  body w hich enforces the  term s o f the 
Editors' Code o f Practice. It has a Board o f 17 m em bers -10 m em bers o f the  public (including the  

Chairman) and seven editors.
3. The Press Standards Board o f Finance (PressBoF) is responsible fo r  th e  appo in tm en t o f a new 
Chairman, and w ill be pu tting  in place a rec ru itm en t process stra ightaw ay. The post w ill be openly 
advertised and take place in line w ith  the  public appo in tm ents procedure, including independent 
assessment o f the  process and consu lta tion  w ith  the  Commission. The PressBoF Board comprises 
sen io r newspaper and magazine industry  executives. It w ill be responding separately to  Baroness 

Buscombe's s ta tem ent.
4. For m ore in fo rm a tion , please contact Catherine Speller on 020 7831 0022 o r 07977 573 321.

29 July 2011
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