
For Distribution to CPs

PCC response to  the Prime Minister (8 July 2011)

The Press Com plaints Commission has noted the  Prime M in is te r's  s ta tem en t today.
W e w elcom e th a t the re  w ill be a fa ir  and open, evidence-based inqu iry . W e are confiden t tha t such 
an inqu iry  w ill recognise the  considerable successes o f the  Press Com plaints Commission, to  which 
th e  Prime M in is te r h im se lf re fe rred  some weeks ago.

W e do no t accept th a t the  scandal o f  phone hacking should claim , as a convenient scalp, the  Press 
Com pla ints Commission. The w o rk  o f  th e  PCC, and o f a press a llowed to  have freedom  o f expression, 
has been grossly undervalued today.

However, as the  PCC has said consisten tly , it  believes th a t the  ou tcom e o f phone hacking should be a 
m ore  independent PCC. It is co n fiden t th a t it is precisely w ha t the  Prime M in ister's inqu iry  w ill also 
have to  conclude. There should be fundam en ta l re fo rm  o f the  system, as we have already 
recognised and called fo r. But th e  PCC can, in the  fina l evaluation, play its part in this. It is already 
do ing  so, and th is  can in fo rm  the  w o rk  o f  the  inquiry.

N ow , it is fo r  the  newspaper and magazine industry itse lf to  make th e  case fo r th e ir  continued 
independence from  G overnm ent.

M eanw hile , the  dedicated s ta ff o f  th e  PCC w ill con tinue to  serve the  public (a service th a t e ffective ly  
helps thousands o f people every year), and uphold the  ethical standards enshrined in the  Code o f 

Practice.
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