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PCC statem ent on latest phone hacking allegations (5 July 2011)

The Press Com plaints Commission has always been clear in its condem nation o f phone hacking. The 
suggestion th a t people w ork ing  fo r  a newspaper listened to , and deleted the  voice messages, o f 
M illy  D ow ler w ill appal and concern everybody in equal measure.

The PCC is com m itted  to  ensuring th a t such practices are stam ped out, and calls upon the  
newspaper and magazine industry  to  support its w o rk  fu r th e r to  ensure th a t th is  is the  case. O f 
course, the  PCC m ust w o rk  w ith in  the  existing fram ew ork  o f laws and It is necessary to  rem em ber 
th a t the re  is a lready s ta tu to ry  regulation in the  area o f phone hacking in the  fo rm  o f the  C om puter 
Misuse Act and the  Regulation o f Investigatory Powers Act. Those laws, which carry prison sentences 
and are enforceable th rough  the  police, did no t stop the  d readfu l actions o f certa in  ind iv idua ls in the 
f irs t part o f  th is  century.

It is also w rong to  judge se lf-regu la tion in 2011 based on the  leg itim ate  condem nation o f practices 
th a t took  place some tim e  ago. It is righ t to  use th is  te rr ib le  m om en t in British Journalism as a 
catalyst to  im prove the  reach and range o f th e  PCC. W e are com m itted  to  w ork ing  w ith  the  industry, 
and politic ians, to  ensure th a t th is  can happen.

A t th is  po int, i t  w ou ld  no t be co rrec t fo r  us to  com m ent fu rth e r. There is a live police investigation, 
w h ich m ust be a llowed to  take its course and w h ich  is active ly  pursuing inquiries abou t these claims.

Needless to  say, w e w ill be requ iring  News In te rna tiona l to  answer public ly in response to  these 
allegations as soon as the  police investigation w ill a llow  us to  do so. O ur Phone Hacking Review 
com m ittee  has the  broadest re m it to  ensure th a t the  public can have confidence th a t w rongdo ing  
has been exposed and illegal and unethica l practices have been stam ped out.
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