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PCC action following Clive Goodman case

Sir Christopher Meyer, Chairman of the Press Complaints Commission, has announced how the PCC 
will address the issues raised by the conviction of Clive Goodman for phone message tapping. He 
said;

" I  h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  m a d e  c l e a r  t h a t  I  d e p l o r e  t h e  b r e a c h  o f  t h e  C o d e  a n d  t h e  l a w  in  t h i s  c a s e .  T h e  

C o m m i s s i o n  h a d  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  m a k e  s p e c i f i c  i n q u i r i e s  o f  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r ,  b u t  

a s  h e  h a s  n o w  r e s i g n e d  t h i s  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a p p r o p r i a t e .

T h e r e  a r e  n o w  v a r i o u s  s t e p s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  t a k e n .  T h e  p u b l i c  h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  k n o w  t h a t  l e s s o n s  h a v e  

b e e n  l e a r n e d  f r o m  t h i s  e p i s o d e ,  b o t h  a t  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y .  W e  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  d o i n g  

t h r e e  t h i n g s .  F i r s t ,  w e  a r e  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  n e w  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r l d  w i t h  a  n u m b e r  o f  

q u e s t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w h a t  h e  w i l l  b e  d o i n g  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  M r  G o o d m a n  a n d  M r  

M u l c a i r e  d o e s  n o t  r e c u r .  S e c o n d ,  w e  w i l l  b e  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  e d i t o r s  o f  n a t i o n a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  

n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  m a g a z i n e s ,  w i t h  c o p i e s  t o  t h e i r  m a n a g e m e n t s ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  i n t e r n a l  

c o n t r o l s  a i m e d  a t  p r e v e n t i n g  i n t r u s i v e  f i s h i n g  e x p e d i t i o n s ;  a n d  w h a t  i s  b e i n g  d o n e  t o  i n s t i l  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b o t h  o f  t h e  C o d e  o f  P r a c t i c e  a n d  t h e  l a w  in  t h i s  a r e a ,  a n d  a l s o  o f  j o u r n a l i s t i c  p u b l i c  

i n t e r e s t  e x e m p t i o n s .  T h e  D a t a  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t  h a s  a n  o b v i o u s  r e l e v a n c e  h e r e .  T h i r d ,  t h e  b o a r d  o f  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e s e  i n d u s t r y  r e s p o n s e s  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  p u b l i s h i n g  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  

s i t u a t i o n ,  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  b e s t  p r a c t i c e  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  in  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  a  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  

a r i s i n g  in  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h i s  i s  in  l i n e  w i t h  i t s  d u t y  t o  p r o m o t e  h i g h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  

j o u r n a l i s m " .

ENDS

Notes
1. The Press Complaints Commission is an independently-run self-regulatory body which administers 
a 16 point Code of Practice. There are 17 members of the Commission: 7 editors drawn from across 
the UK, and 10 lay members who have no connection with the press, including the Chairman.
2. Clause 10 of the Code of Practice says that "the press must not seek to obtain or publish material 
acquired... by intercepting private or mobile telephone calls, messages or e-mails" except where 
there is a public interest. This wording was incorporated into the Code in 2004.
3. For more information, please contact Tim Toulmin on 020 78310022 (o) or 07803 597372 (m).
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