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statement by Lord Wakeham on Dunblane

I have received a s ign ificant num ber o f  representa tions fo llow ing  my advice to  ed ito rs on Friday 15 
M arch abou t the  media presence in Dunblane. There appears to  be genuine and jus tifiab le  concern 
th a t the  sheer num ber o f  jou rna lis ts  fro m  all parts o f  the  media m ay cause added distress to  the  
griev ing fam ilies o f  Dunblane during  the  week in which the  funera ls o f  the  m urdered ch ildren are to  
be held.

I hope th a t a fte r the  Royal v is it today, media organisations can reduce th e  scale o f th e ir  presence in 
Dunblane to  a llow  the  people the re  th e  space th e y  w ill need over the  com ing weeks to  bury th e ir  
ch ild ren and s ta rt to  find  th e ir  ow n rou te  to  recovery.

ENDS

Notes to  Editors:
1. Below is a copy o f the  advice no te  I issued to  ed ito rs on Friday 15 M arch
2. It is apparent to  all th a t the  m a jo rity  o f  jou rna lis ts  are tak ing grea t care to  respect the  

feelings o f the  people o f  Dunblane, as w ould  be expected fro m  a responsible profession.
3. To date, the  Commission has received no fo rm a l com pla ints abou t the  behaviour o f  any 

newspaper o r  magazine journa lis ts .

17 M arch 1996

Memo to national newspaper editors on Dunblane

There is a shortage o f su itab le adjectives to  describe the  ho rro r o f the  events in Dunblane on 
W ednesday m orning.

The Press Com plaints Commission jo ins w ith  Parliam entarians, Church and com m un ity  leaders in 
o ffe rin g  the  very deepest sym pathy o f  all its m em bers to  those m ourn ing  the  innocent v ictim s o f this 
inexplicab le slaughter o f  ch ildren.

The press has a leg itim ate  ro le to  play in relaying both  in fo rm a tion  abou t these shocking events to  
an audience na tionw ide  and the  unanim ous sym pathy o f  the  British people to  all those grieving.
As ever, the  Commission appreciates the re  is a fine  line to  be drawn betw een public in te rest and 
priva te  suffering.

The Commission has received no fo rm a l com pla in ts abou t the  behaviour o f  p rin t journa lis ts  in th is 
m a tte r. Nevertheless, in v iew  o f the  special circum stances I w ou ld  like to  rem ind all ed itors th a t they 
and th e ir  journa lis ts  (including free lancers) th ro u g h o u t the  UK are bound by Clauses 4 (Privacy), 8 
(Harassment), 10 (In trusion in to  g rie f o r shock) and 12 (In te rv iew ing  o r photograph ing ch ildren) o f 
th e  newspaper and magazine publish ing industry 's  Code o f Practice.

In particu la r. Clause 10, w ith  my ow n emphasis added here, states th a t 'in  cases involving personal 
g r ie f o r shock, enquiries should be carried o u t and approaches made w ith  sym pathy and d iscre tion .'
I w ou ld  ask all ed ito rs  to  rem ind those responsib le to  them  about the  te rm s o f th is Clause, and to  be 
especia lly careful about respecting it  w hen dealing w ith  the  unique and horrib le  events in Dunblane.

15 M arch 1996
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