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Statement by the Rt Hon Lord Wakeham, Chairman of the Press Complaints Commission, about 
the trial of Gary Glitter

"The tr ia l o f  Gary G litte r concluded in Bristol Crown C ourt th is  a fte rnoon . Particular po ints were 
made abou t alleged w itness paym ents by The News o f the  W orld  w hich w ould  appear to  raise 
im p o rta n t points abou t the  opera tion  o f  th e  Code o f Practice in th is  area.

In v iew  o f th is, the  Press Com plaints Commission w ill now  be investigating the  m a tte r and hopes to  
be able to  reach a conclusion in th e  near fu tu re .

There are th ree  tests in the  Code o f Practice its e lf re la ting to  w itness paym ents. One, was paym ent 
in the  public in terest? Two, did paym ent in fluence the  evidence o f any witnesses? Three, was 
paym ent disclosed to  the  Court? It is these tests th e  PCC w ill be applying in investigating th is 
m a tte r."

ENDS

Notes to editors:
1. Clause 16 o f the  Code o f Practice states th a t; "Paym ent o r o ffe rs  o f  paym ent fo r  stories o r 

in fo rm a tion  m ust n o t be made d irec tly  o r th rough  agents to  w itnesses o r po ten tia l 
w itnesses in cu rren t crim ina l proceedings except w here  the  m ateria l concerned ought to  be 
published in the  public in te res t and the re  is an overrid ing  need to  make o r prom ise to  make 
a paym ent fo r  th is  to  be done. Journalists m ust take ve ry  possible step to  ensure th a t no 
financia l dealings have in fluence on th e  evidence th a t those w itnesses may give. (An e d ito r 
authoris ing  a paym ent m ust be prepared to  dem onstra te  th a t the re  is a leg itim ate  public 
in te res t a t stake in m atte rs  th a t the  public has a righ t to  know. The paym ent or, w here 
accepted, the  o ffe r o f  paym ent to  any w itness w ho is actua lly  c ited to  give evidence m ust be 
disclosed to  the  prosecution and the  defence and th e  w itness should be advised o f th is)
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