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Meyer: press must do more to entrench self-regulation

In a speech to n ig h t a t the  M anchester A rt Gallery, Sir C hristopher M eyer w ill say th a t the curren t 
good record on se lf-regu la tion  is 'n o t enough' - and th a t a com bina tion  o f  media convergence and 
the  develop ing law  o f privacy means th a t m ore m ust be done to  establish se lf-regulation as the 
pre ferred  m odel o f  con ten t regu la tion  once and fo r  all. He w ill say:

"Take all th is  toge the r, and the  challenge to  the PCC and to  the  press is obvious. We m ust all raise 
ou r game. That means th ink ing  crea tive ly  how, in th is in tense ly flu id  environm ent, se lf-regulation 
can de liver the  goods m ore e ffective ly . It is no t d iv ine ly orda ined th a t ou r system o f regulation is 
here fo r  all e te rn ity . It has its enem ies. There are o ther, com peting models.

So, the  aim  m ust be to  show  beyond all d o u b t no t on ly th a t the  PCC's m odel o f independent 
regu la tion , w ith  its unique ab ility  rap id ly  to  adjust to  developm ents, is the  one best suited fo r the 
age o f on-line  publishing; bu t th a t also, on m atters o f privacy, it is, in its m edia tion capacity, 
increasingly preferable to  lit ig a tio n ."

He w ill call fo r  newspapers, magazines and websites to  do m ore to  publicise the  PCC, and warn th a t 
media d iscon ten tm en t w ith  th e  Human Rights Act should no t te m p t them  to  th in k  th a t a Parliam ent- 
enacted privacy law  w ou ld  be the  answer. He w ill also suggest th a t some media lawyers ignore the 
sheer range o f services th a t the  PCC o ffe rs  on the  p ro tection  o f  privacy, fro m  preventative pre­
pub lica tion  w ork  th rough  to  apologies, undertakings, rem oval o f  in trusive m ateria l from  the 
in te rn e t, and ex-gratia paym ents in some circumstances. These are obta ined quickly and a t no cost 

to  the  com pla inant.

Sir C hris topher w ill be hosting the  d inner in M anchester w ith  the  board o f  the Press Complaints 
Commission ahead o f a m eeting  to m o rro w , a t which the  PCC w ill discuss how to  exp lo it fu rth e r the  
o p p o rtu n itie s  presented by m edia convergence, and how  se lf-regu la tion should move fo rw ard  
against the  backdrop o f the  deve lop ing  privacy law.

To read the  speech in fu ll, click here

ENDS

For m ore in fo rm a tion , phone Tim  Tou lm in  on 07803 597372.
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