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PCC to  host M edia  Q uestion T im e debate  in  Bridgend on  th e  R eporting o f  Suicide -  Friday 16 M ay

The Press Com plaints Commission is to  host a public debate in Bridgend about how  the  media 
covered the  recent spate o f suicides in South Wales.

A panel -  chaired by PCC Chairman Sir Christopher M eyer -  w ill take questions fro m  the  public and 
o th e r in terested parties abou t how  the  cases w ere reported  by the  media (including press, te levis ion 
and the  in te rne t); w h a t rules apply in reporting  s ituations such as these; and w h e th e r o r no t the  
coverage was un fa ir to  th e  local area.

The panel w ill also include M adele ine M oon MP; Rhodri W illiam s, D irector o f  Ofcom fo r  Wales; and 
Spencer Feeney, e d ito r-in -ch ie f o f  the  South Wales Evening Post and m em ber o f  the  Commission. In 
add ition , the  PCC w ill also run an advice session fo r  anyone w ho has a specific concern they w ish to  
raise private ly.

The event w ill take place at the  Dunraven Suite, Bridgend Recreation Centre, on Friday 16 May.
From 2.30 -  3.30pm  the re  w ill be an open surgery fo r  an in fo rm a l chat w ith  a m em ber o f PCC s ta ff o r 
to  pick up some in fo rm a tion .

From 3.30pm  there  w ill be a public Q &A session chaired by Sir Christopher M eyer. C om m enting on 
the  Bridgend debate. Sir C hris topher said;

"I know that the deaths of so many young people have had a profound effect on communities in and 
around Bridgend. I very much hope that people will be encouraged to attend this event to share any 
concerns with us and also with the representatives from the media. It is very important that people 
understand the role and remit of the Code of Practice, and know how the PCC is able to offer 
practical support to people affected by tragedies such as these".

M adele ine M oon, MP fo r  Bridgend, said:

"I'd like to thank the PCC for giving the people of Bridgend County Borough the opportunity to voice 
their concerns regarding the press coverage of the recent tragedies. I hope that this meeting will help 
inform media reporting of this sensitive issue in future".

ENDS

Notes fo r  ed itors:
1. Clause 5 (In trus ion  in to  g rie f o r shock) o f  th e  Code o f Practice states;
"i) In cases involv ing personal g rie f o r  shock, enquiries and approaches m ust be made w ith  sym pathy 
and d iscre tion and pub lica tion  handled sensitively. This should no t restric t the  righ t to  repo rt legal 
proceedings, such as inquests.
ii) W hen reporting  suicide, care should be taken to  avoid excessive de ta il about the  m ethod used."
2. The PCC is responsible fo r  newspapers and magazines, both  in p r in t and online. Responsibility fo r 
broadcast journa lism  lies w ith  O fcom  o r the  BBC.
3. The PCC has issued guidance abou t w h a t to  do i f  som eone is being harassed by a jou rna lis t. It is 
available to  read on the  PCC w ebsite ; h ttD :/ /w w w .pcc.o rg .uk/code /adv ice  fo r  com p la inan ts .h tm l?
4. The PCC operates a 24 hour he lp line  service fo r  those w ho need assistance in dealing w ith  media 
a tten tion . The con tact num ber is 07659 152656. In o ffice  hours, the  num ber is 020 78310022.
5. For m ore in fo rm a tion , please con tac t Catherine Speller on 020 78310022, 
catherine.speller(5)pcc.org.uk o r  07977 573 321.
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http://www.pcc.org.uk/code/advice

