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The Leveson Inquiry -  Letter of Mrs Taylor

W e  ha ve  ta k e n  in s tru c tio n s  fro m  M r L ew is  u pon  M rs  T a y lo r ’s le tte r o f 27  J a n u a ry  20 1 2 , w h ich  you p rov ided  
to  us  o n ly  re ce n tly . W e  c o m m e n t as  fo llo w s :

1. T h e  issu e  o f the  s ta te  o f M rs  T a y lo r ’s k n o w le d g e  w a s  f irs t ra ised  b y  C o u n s e l to  the  In q u iry  D av id  
B a rr in the  c o u rs e  o f M r L e w is ’ e v id e n c e  o f 30  N o v e m b e r 2011 . M r B a rr q u o te d  fro m  the  F a rre r & 
C o  a tte n d a n c e  n o te  o f 13 M a y  2 0 1 0 . P a g e  78 o f the  tra n sc rip t o f 30  N o v e m b e r re a d s  as  fo llo w s :

“C an w e  go  o v e r  th e  p a g e  a n d  h a v e  on  th e  s c re e n  p a g e  8. I'm  in te re s te d  in th e  s e c tio n  a b o u t a th ird  o f  
th e  w a y  dow n . Th is  is  in a s e c tio n  u n d e r th e  h e a d in g  "B a ckg ro u n d  M a rk  L e w is /G o rd o n  Tay lo r". The  
th ird  p a ra g ra p h  d o w n  s a y s : "JC P  s a id  T a y lo r d o e s  n o t w a n t th e  d e ta ils  o f  h is  c la im  re g a rd in g  N e w s  
G ro u p  to  c o m e  up. N o t e v e n  h is  w ife  k n e w  th a t h e  d id  th e  d e a l."

2 . It is c le a r fro m  the  a b o v e  th a t D av id  B a rr is re fe rrin g  to  F a rre r &  C o ’s n o te  o f Ju lia n  P ik e ’s 
o b s e rv a tio n  th a t M rs  T a y lo r d id  n o t k n o w  a b o u t h e r h u s b a n d ’s s e tt le m e n t w ith  N e w s  G ro u p  
N e w s p a p e rs  L im ite d .

3. C o n tra ry  to  w h a t is s e t o u t in M rs T a y lo r ’s le tte r o u r c lie n t do e s  n o t s ta te  th a t M rs T a y lo r w as  
u n a w a re  o f the  fa c t th a t h e r h u sb a n d  w a s  su in g  the  n e w sp a p e r. W h a t M r L ew is  d o e s  s a y  
(c o n firm in g  th a t h is  u n d e rs ta n d in g  is c o n s is te n t w ith  the  F a rre r &  C o  n o te  and  M r P ike  -  hav ing  
b een  re fe rre d  to  it b y  D av id  B a rr) is (p a g e  80  o f the  tra n sc rip t):

“I unde rs tand  he  h a d n 't to ld  h is  w ife  ab o u t the se ttlem ent, b u t tha t's  re a lly  a m a tte r fo r  h im  to  d ea l w ith on a 
dom es tic  leve l, b u t he  is  a un ion c h ie f execu tive  w ho ou g h t to have rep resen ted  h is  m em bers. ”

4 . It re m a in s  M r L e w is ’ re c o lle c tio n  th a t M r T a y lo r had n o t to ld  h is  w ife  o f the  a m o u n t o f the  
s e ttle m e n t, a lth o u g h  he u n d e rs to o d  th a t sh e  k n e w  a b o u t the ca se . M r L e w is  d o e s  n o t reca ll 
h a v in g  had a  te le p h o n e  c o n v e rs a tio n  (o r a n y  o th e r s u b s ta n tiv e  c o n v e rs a tio n ) w ith  M rs T a y lo r a t 
a n y  s ta g e . T h e  n o te  M rs T a y lo r q u o te s  fro m  is c le a rly  an ex tra c t o f an  a tte n d a n c e  n o te  o f a 
c o n v e rs a tio n  b e tw e e n  M r L e w is  and  M r T a y lo r. M r L e w is  do e s  no t ha ve  a c c e s s  to  the  P F A ’s file  
(2 1 4 2 /2 1 5 ) P F A /G o rd o n  T a y lo r /N e w s  G ro u p  N e w s p a p e rs  lit iga tion  file  to  be a b le  to  read  the  fu ll 
n o te  o f w h ic h  M rs  T a y lo r q u o te s  p a rt o f o r o th e r such  n o te s  and  c o rre s p o n d e n c e . T h e  o n ly  
d o c u m e n t in the  p o s s e s s io n  o f M r L e w is  and  th e  In q u iry  is the  F a rre r &  C o  a tte n d a n c e  n o te  w h ich  
is c o n s is te n t w ith  M r L e w is ’ re co lle c tio n .

5. M r L e w is  d e n ie s  h a v in g  b e e n  d is in g e n u o u s  o r sp ite fu l a s  a lleged  by  M rs T a y lo r o r o th e rw ise  
h a v in g  g ive n  e v id e n c e  to  th e  In q u iry  th a t w a s  n o t h is h o n e s t re co lle c tio n . If it is the  ca se  th a t M rs
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Taylor did in fact know of the settlement from her husband, contrary to Mr Lewis’ understanding, 
he has no objection to that being made clear to the Inquiry.

Yours faithfully.

Collyer BTtstow LLP
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