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Kira Baxter
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From: Ian Beales |______________________

Sent: 04 ^ r i l  2007 16:46
To: Les Hinton' Neil Benson; Adrian Faber, Mike Gilson; Jonatf»an Gain; Doug Melloy; Ian

Murray; Lindsay Nrcholson; David PoHIngton; Alan Rusbiidger; Neil Wallis; Harriet Wilson; 
John Witherow; Peter Wright

C c : Tim  Bowdler; David Newell; Jim  Raeburn; Tim  Toulmin; Guy Black; Ian Locks; Nick Mazur;
Jam es Evans; Robin Esser; Kim Baxter, Santha Rasaiah

Subject: Code Committee minutes.

Attachm ents: Codepreamblechanges.doc; ATT01992.htm ; Code minutes7.doc; ATT01993.htm  

T o  members of the Editors’ Code Committee

At ftc Code review meeting, the Committee was concerned that the cunwit reference to the Code ^ y in g  to m^erial 6om mm-jounialists 
m i^ t c«ise confusion with the recently-issued Online Guidmee Note's explicit exclusion o f user-generated matenal.

I was a ^  to come up with a worduig to clarify this. The proposed change «tached makes clear that only ediloriid material is covered by the 
Code, in {Hint or tmline.
Could I ask Committee members to let me know as soon as possible wheth« t dwy are hqipy with diis? 1 will then it out to the industry
asso -̂fwtinn« for ftcir emmnents - wMi the other proposed chmiges already agreed by the Committee - eariy next week.

1 also mtacb die minutes o f the meeting. I look forward to hearing from you.

Many thiudes.

Itm
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%

N ote  to  co m m itte e  m em bers:
D u r in g  th e  Code R eview  m e e tin g , th e  C oiam ittee a g ree d  a 
change to  th e  f i r s t  p a ra g ra p h  o f  th e  p re a m b le , w h ich  i s  
shown b e lo w  in  b o ld  i t a l i c s .  However, a second change  
was ag ree d  in  p r in c ip le ,  le a v in g  me to  su g g e s t a 
s u i t a b le  fo rm  o f  w ords . My p ro p o se d  w o rd in g  i s  b e lo w  in  
p a ra g ra p h  3.
I f  th e  C om m ittee a g re e s  to  t h i s  b y  e m a il,  I  t h in k  i t  
w ou ld  be p o s s ib le  to  add i t  to  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  Code 
R eview  changes, w h ich  go o u t to  th e  in d u s t r y  f o r  
c o n s u l ta t io n  n e x t  week. Vfe c o u ld  make th e  s i t u a t io n  
c le a r  i n  an addendum to  th e  M in u te s  th a t  w ou ld  be  
ap p ro ved  a t  th e  n e x t  m e e tin g .

I  w ou ld  be v e r y  g r a t e f u l  i f  C om m ittee members c o u ld  l e t  
me know as  soon as p o s s ib le  i f  th e y  a re  happy  w i th  th e  
p ro p o s e d  w o rd in g  in  th e  t h i r d  p a ra g ra p h . Many th a n k s .

IB

T H E  CODE

A l l  members o f  th e  p re s s  have a d u ty  to  m a in ta in  th e  
h ig h e s t p ro fe s s io n a l s ta n d a rd s - T h i-s IThe Code, wbxch 
in c lu d e s  t h i s  p re a m b le  and th e  p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t  e x c e p t io n s  
b e lo w ,  s e ts  th e  benchm ark f o r  th o s e  e th ic a l s ta n d a rd s , 
p r o te c t in g  b o th  th e  r ig h t s  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l and th e  
p u b l ic 's  r ig h t  to  know . I t  i s  th e  c o rn e rs to n e  o f  th e  system  
o f  s e lf - r e g u la t io n  to  w h ic h  th e  in d u s tr y  has made a b in d in g  
com m itm en t,
I t  is  e s s e n t ia l th a t  an a g re e d  code be ho nou red  n o t o n ly  to  
th e  l e t t e r  b u t in  th e  f u l l  s p i r i t .  I t  s h o u ld  n o t be 
in te r p r e te d  so n a rro w ly  as to  com prom ise i t s  com m itm ent to  
re s p e c t th e  r ig h t s  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l,  n o r so b ro a d ly  th a t  
i t  c o n s t itu te s  an u n n e c e s s a ry  in te r fe r e n c e  w ith  fre edo m  o f 
e x p re s s io n  o r  p re v e n ts  p x ib lic a t io n  in  th e  p u b lic  in te r e s t .
I t  is  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  e d ito r s  and p u b lis h e rs  to  
-im plem ent- a p p ly  th e  Code to  e d i t o r i a l  m a te r ia l  i n  b o th  
p r in t e d  and o n l in e  v e r s io n s  o f  p u b l i c a t io n s . and They 
s h o u ld  ta k e  c a re  to  e n s u re  i t  i s  o b se rve d  r ig o r o u s ly  b y  a l l  
e d i t o r ia l  s t a f f  and e x te rn a l c o n t r ib u to r s ,  in c lu d in g  n o n ­
jo u r n a l is t s .  in  p r in t e d  an d  o n l in e v e rs io n s  o f -
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p u fc j i  ga fc X ong
E d ito r s  s h o u ld  c o -o p e ra te  s w i f t ly  w ith  th e  PCC in  th e  

r e s o lu t io n  o f  c o m p la in ts . Any p u b lic a t io n  ju d g e d  to  have 
b re a ch e d  th e  Code m ust p r in t  th e  a d ju d ic a t io n  in  f u l l  and 
w ith  due p ro m in e n ce , in c lu d in g  h e a d lin e  re fe re n c e  to  th e  
PCC.

r  )
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E d i t o r s ’  C o d e  o f  P r a c t i c e  C o m m i t t e e

P r iv a te  and  c o n f id e n t ia l

Minutes of the Editors’ Code of Practice Committee meeting held at the offices of the 
Newspaper Society, 18-20 St Andrew’s Street, London, on 14 March 2 0 0 7 .

P re s e n t:

Chairman: L e s lie  H inton (NPA)
Aleui Rusbridger (NPA) 
H a rrie t W ilson (PPA)
Peter W right (NPA)
David P o llin g to n  (SDNS) 
ijonathcui Gmn (NPA)

N e il Benson 

Ism Murray 

Mike G ilson (NS)

(NS)

(NS)

A tte n d in g ; '
S ir  C hristopher Meyer (Chairman, PCC); Tim Toulmin (D ire c to r, PCC);
Ian Beales (S ecre ta ry ).

A p o lo g ie s ;
j^>ologies were rece ived from Adrieui Faber (NS) ; Doug M elloy (NS) ; 
Lindsay N icholson (PPA); N e il W a llis  (NPA); John W itherow (NPA).

New member: The Chairmeui welcomed Jonathan Grun, e d ito r o f PA, as a
new member, fo llo w in g  the  re s ig n a tio n  o f Paul P o tts .
M inutes o f the meeting he ld  on 12 October 2006 were approved and 
signed.

Business a r is in g :

• Code Committee w ebsite : The se cre ta ry  re po rted  th a t a lower 
q u o ta tio n  fo r  s e ttin g  up the system had been rece ived and th a t i f  
th is  were agreed by PressBoF, he hoped to  se t up the system in  
the f i r s t  h a lf o f the  yea r. He would re p o rt back to  the Committee 
on s p e c ific  proposals fo r  co n te n t.

• AV Guidance Note: The se cre ta ry  sa id  the o n lin e  guidance note had 
Ijeen approved and in troduced, w ith  the o r ig in a l f in a l paragraphs 
de le ted  a fte r  d iscuss ion  w ith  the PCC.

• In fo rm a tio n  Commissioner: I t  was repo rted  by the se cre ta ry  th a t
the In fo rm a tio n  Commissioner's d ra ft guidance on the Data 
P ro te c tio n  Act was now w ith  the in d u s try  fo r  c o n s u lta tio n . Once 
fin a lis e d . i t  would be put to  the Committee fo r  poss ib le  
in c lu s io n  in  The E d ito rs ' Codebook o n lin e .

Paym‘»pts to  c rim in a ls ; The secre ta ry  sa id  the re  had been no response 
to  the Committee's sulm iission to  the Home O ffic e  co n s u lta tio n  on a 
proposal to  le g is la te  on payments to  c rim in a ls .
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ICAR s tu d y : The secre ta ry  sa id  a Home O ffice-fvm ded study by the
In fo rm a tio n  Centre fo r  Asylum and Refugees in  the OK had concluded 
th a t the  press b ro a d ly  fo llow ed the e x is tin g  g u id e lin e s , which ICAR 
regarded as a minimum steuidard. " Inaccura te  te rm in o lo g y" was used 
in  one pe r cent o f the papers stud ied , bu t ICAR's suggested 
improvements to  th is  base line  included adding "im m ig ra tio n  s ta tu s "  
to  the l i s t  o f d is c rim in a tio n  categories. Other suggestions inc luded 
c la r ify in g  the meaning o f "s ig n if ic a n t inaccuracy" ; accepting th ir d  
paj^ty com pla in ts; and extending the Codeboolc's guidance on im m igrant 
te rm ino lo gy .

S elect Committee; The Chairman and secre ta ry  reported  b r ie f ly  on 
the hearing o f the  S e lect Committee's sudden ha lf~day in g u iry , where 
the main th ru s t d id  no t appear to  be com plaints about the Code 
i t s e l f .  Les H in ton  sa id  th a t fo llo w in g  widespread c r it ic is m  o f the 
S elect Committee fo r  being too  s o ft on the press, he feared i t  m ight 
be tempted to  over-compensate when i t  re p o rts , p robably in  May. The 
ggcre ta ry sa id  suggestions fo r  possib le  Code changes th a t emerged 
from the hearing had been included in  the annual review .

A n n u a l Code R e v ie w

Hje .Committee considered  a series o f poss ib le  amendments, e ith e r  
subm itted by the p u b lic , the ind us try , o r by the secre ta ry  as p a rt  
o f the annual review.

A ccu racy : C lause I v
Defaraation hearings: Follow ing an e a r lie r  request from The
Guardian, the Committee considered amending Clause l i v  to  avoid 
p u b lic a tio n s  e ffe c t iv e ly  having to  tw ice  p u b lish  the  outcome o f a 
defeunation hearing in  which they were in vo lve d . The secre ta ry  
suggested the Code m ight be amended to  make c le a r th a t i t  re fe rre d  
on ly  to  co u rt hearings, ra th e r theui p riv a te  se ttlem ents (vdiich were 
a m atter fo r  the  p a rtie s ) , and should apply o n ly  to  the f in a l 
outcome, which would inc lud e  such issues as damages. I t  would not 
cover a c tio n s  th a t d id  no t come to  c o u rt.

^  D ecis ion : I t  was agreed to  amend sub-clause Iv  to  s ta te :

"a p u b lic a tio n  must repo rt f a i r l y  and a ccu ra te ly  the f in a l  
outcome o f a covurt hearing disposing o f  an a c tio n  fo r  
defamation to  which i t  has been a p a r ty ,  un less an agreed 
settlem ent s ta te s  otherw ise, o r em agreed statement is  
p u b lis h e d ."

P r iv a c y : C lause 3
R e fle c tin g  FCC ju risp ru d e n ce : The Committee considered a T r in ity
M irro r proposal th a t PCC jxirisprudence should be inco rpo ra ted  in to  
the Code. The g ro u p 's  subm ission, which inc lud ed  a supporting  
O pinion by R ichard Rampton QC, sa id  th a t w h ile  judges were re qu ire d  
to  take the Code in to  account when cons ide ring  p riva cy  cases 
in v o lv in g  the p ress, they were no t pe rm itte d  to  consider PCC 
in te rp re ta tio n s  o f i t .  Th is meeuit th a t a lthough the  PCC worked on 
the p r in c ip le  th a t p riv a c y  m ight be compromised by e a r lie r  s e lf ­
p u b lic ity , judges -  e s p e c ia lly  those hearing emergency in ju n c tio n  
a p p lic a tio n s  -  o fte n  d id  n o t.
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E<?it«rslCodf!.oCJP

IT in ity  Mxrxor suggested a new P rivacy sub-clause vrtiich would s ta te :
W hen determ ining w heO ier there has been an intrusion into an mdMduaVs private life,
P C C  wiV take into account anv sim ilar matters that he/she has previou slv d isclo sed  p u b f ^

Th e  secretary said It had also been suggested ttrat judges did not assume ttiat either the 
preamble or the Public Interest panel were part of ttre Code. A  phrase could be inserted into 
the preamble to clarify the sifeiation.
Sir Christopher Meyer doubted if toe Trinity Mirror p ro p o ^l would work. The  P C C  did not 
need toe change. It was pursuing this course already and if there was increasing divergence 
with toe judges, this could be a problem. He also suggested that if judges thought there was 
a  deliberate attempt to influence their toinking, toey would probably resist it.

Peter W right supported toe amendment and toe principle of zonal privacy. He said many 
injunction esses were not heard to public and judges were taking a nanow view, making 
judgmente where the right of privacy frumped toe right of freedom of expression. The  balance 
had turned in favour of rich and powerfut individuals who wanted to keep public and private 
matters out of view. He thought the Committee ^ u l d  put down a marker against this.

Mike Gilson was concerned at the message such an amendment would ^ n d  out if It was 
principally for the industry’s  own benefit. But Neil Benson and Ian Murray said there had been 
a  growing awareness of this problem to the regional, as well as national, press as toe effects 
of what had happened to the courts trid<ted down to local levels.

A le t te r  from N e il W a llis , who could no t be p resen t, supported the 
T r in ity -M ir ro r  proposal on the grounds th a t i t  was necessary to  stop 
judges ig n o rin g , as they have done, the PCC view  and u n ila te ra lly  
in tro d u c in g  la rg e  chunks o f a de fa c to  p riva cy  law .
A lan Rusbridger was not convinced th a t enough had changed to  ju s t i f y  
the amendment. He sa id  R ichard Rampton QC's O pinion made c le a r th a t 
judges can and do take account o f compromised p riv a c y . I t  was a grey 
area and a balance had to  be s tru ck . This clause appeared to  be 
c ra fte d  fo r  the w orld  o f c e le b r ity . We would need more evidence th a t 
there  were s u ff ic ie n t judgments o f th is  s o rt to  support a change in
the Code.
The Chairman sa id  the re  was an issue over those who prospered by 
using the media to  achieve fame o r success and then went on to  
change the ru le s  - and p re v a il in  the co u rts . However, i f  the re  was 
not going to  be unanim ity, he suggested the Committee should look a t 
opening up channels to  ensure th a t th is  issue was p ro p e rly  put 
before judges. He proposed th a t the system should be c lo s e ly
m onitored over the next s ix  months to  gather more ta n g ib le  evidence 
to  support a chamge in  the Code.
Mr Rusbridger sa id  th a t i f  there  were more s o lid  evidence over s ix  
months th a t th is  was happening, he would have a d iffe re n t a tt itu d e .

❖  D ecis ion : No chauige a t present on the T r in ity  M irro r
proposal, bu t m onitor the evidence and in v e s tig a te  
opening channels to  pu t the case to  judges,

Changes to  the Preambles W hile no change was made to  the P rivacy 
clause, i t  was agreed th a t the preamble should be changed to  make 
c le a r th a t both i t  and the P ub lic  In te re s t panel formed p a rt o f the
Code.

❖  D ecis ion : That the preamble be amended to  s ta te :
" A l l  members o f the press have a duty to  m ain ta in  the 
h ighest p ro fess io na l standards. This The Code, which 
inc ludes th is  preamble and the p u b lic  in te re s t exceptions  
below, sets the benchmark fo r  those e th ic a l standards,

189

M O D I 00042154



F o r D is trib u tio n  to  CPs

Editors’ Codê ô ^̂

p ro te c tin g  both the r ig h ts  o f the In d iv id u a l and the 
p u b lic 's  r ig h t  to  know-.

At the same tim e, N e il Benson suggested the new Guidance Note on 
o n lin e  p u b lic a tio n s , which s p e c ific a lly  excluded user-generated and 
non-ed ited m a te ria l from the Code's re m it, would c o n flic t w ith  the 
cu rre n t preamble. 'This requ ires e d ito rs  to  " ta ke  care to  ensure i t  
is  observed r ig o ro u s ly  by a l l  e d ito r ia l  s t a f f  and exte rna l 
co n tr ib u to rs , in c lu d in g  n o n - jo u rn a lis ts ."
The Committee agreed the secre ta ry  should propose a su ita b le  form o f 
words. He has suggested the problem m ight be solved by s tre ss in g  
th a t the Code app lies  o n ly  to  e d ito r ia l con ten t (which the guidance 
note has made c le a r elsewhere does no t inc lude  o n lin e  user-generated 
m a te r ia l) . The th ir d  paragraph o f the preamble cou ld  be rev ised  to  
s ta te :

I t  is  the re s p o n s ib il ity  o f e d ito rs  and pub lishe rs  to  apply 
the Code to  e d ito r ia l  m a te ria l in  both p r in te d  and on line  
versions o f  p u b lic a tio n s . They should take care to  ensure i t  
i s  observed r ig o ro u s ly  by a l l  e d ito r ia l  s t a f f  and exte rna l 
c o n tr ib u to rs , in c lu d in g  n o n - jo u rn a lis ts .

❖  D ecision: The Code Conraiittee to  respond by em ail.
P rincess C aro line  case: Dr C hris Pounder, o f P insent Masons
s o lic ito r s ,  suggested the Code should be reviewed in  the lig h t  o f 
the ECHR ru lin g  in  favour o f Princess C aro line  (Von Hannover). The 
Committee la s t reviewed i t  on th is  p o in t in  2004.
The Committee decided th a t th is  was one o f a number o f sometimes 
c o n flic t in g  ru lin g s  and th a t the re  was no uneuiim ity th a t th is  was a 
d e f in it iv e  judgment w ith  which the Code was a u to m a tica lly  a t 
va ria n ce .

❖  D ecision: No cheUige.

In fo rm a tio n  Commissioner's p roposa l: The Coiranissioner suggested the 
Code should be amended to  inc lude  a new P rivacy sub-clause s ta tin g ; 
I t  i s  una cceotab le, w ithou t th e ir  consent, to  ob ta in_in fonaa tion
about any
by impersonation o r

in d iv id u a l's  p r iv a te  l i f e  by payment to  a t h i r d p a r ty  o r 
■ • - sub terfuge. I t  is  unacceptable to  pay any

jn fo rm ation  which was. o r  must have been.in te rm ed ia ry  fo r  such in fo rm a tion  which was, o r  mu s t have_been,
obtained by such means.
The se cre ta ry  sa id  th a t, i f  adopted, th is  would mean any p riv a te  
in fo rm a tio n  -  not ju s t p ro tec ted  data -  would be caught i f  payment 
were invo lve d . C u rre n tly  the te s t was s im p ly whether a fa ilu re  to  
respect p riv a te  l i f e  (in c lu d in g  d ig ita l communications) had amounted 
to  in tru s io n . I f  i t  d id , then i t  was a breach irre s p e c tiv e  o f 
payment.
Xhe Committee f e l t  the issue o f in tru s io n , ra th e r than payment, 
should remain the c r i t ic a l  fa c to r and decided ag a inst the proposal. 
Changes in  Clause 10 C landestine Devices and Subterfuge would be 
more ap p ro p ria te . (See below).

<♦ D ecision: No change.
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SsursLSament: C lause 4
Kate M idd le ton; The secre ta ry  sa id  he had reviewed the Code's 
harassment clause in  the lig h t  o f the media scrum du ring  specu la tion  
over eui imminent ro ya l engagement. The Code was c le a r and t ig h t  and 
the d e s is t mechanism worked. No change appeared necessary.

❖  D ecision; No change.

C Silld ren and b o a p ita la :  Clavtaea 6 /8  ____
C j^in ica l advice on photographs; Consultant orthopaedic surgeon ------

sa id  the Code p ro tec ted  c h ild re n  in  h o s p ita l less w e ll 
than c h ild re n  in  school. Parents and o ther th ird  p a rtie s  persuaded 
to  take photographs fo r  the press d id  not always understand the 
im p lic a tio n s  fo r  the c h ild 's  w e lfa re . Sometimes the fa th e r and 
mother disagreed on the r ig h t course, o r were themselves suspects in  
re la tio n  to  the c h ild 's  in ju r ie s .
He suggested the Code should re q u ire  e d ito rs  to  seek advice from the 
re le va n t c lin ic ia n  on whether i t  would be app ropria te  to  p u b lish  
images o f a c h ild  p a tie n t. An e d ito r would need to  have good reasons 
to  ignore the advice. The C«anmittee decided the proposal woi^d be 
tmworkcd>le, e s p e c ia lly  where parents were barred from de c is io n ­
making on th e ir  c h ild 's  w e lfa re . I t  should continue to  be le f t  to  
e d ito rs ' d is c re tio n .

❖  D ecis ion : No change.

C la n d e s tin e  de iricea  and s u b te r fu g e : C lause 10
D ig ita lly  h e ld  in fo rm a tio n ; A fte r decid ing  aga inst the In fo rm a tion  
Commissioner's proposal fo r  the  P rivacy clause, the Conraiittee 
considered the s e c re ta ry 's  a lte rn a tiv e  suggestions fo r  changes in  
Clause 10, which m ight address the ICO's concerns. The f i r s t  
amendment was to  prevent the accessing o f—d ig ita l ly -h e ld  p r iv a te  
in fo rm a tion  w ithout consent. The second was to  sp e c ify  th a t
engagement in  m isrepresenta tion  o r svibterfuge bjr agents o r
intermedicuries could on ly  be ju s t if ie d  in  the px ib lic  in te re s t.
The Chairman sa id  these changes would no t make a serious d iffe re n ce  
to  the PCC's a c tu a l powers, bu t would demonstrate the Code's
comprehensiveness in  th is  area. A lan R usbridger suggested the 
re ference to  agents o r in te rm e d ia rie s  could be inc luded  in  the 
preamble, where the cu rre n t a llu s io n  to  n o n -jo u rn a lis ts  was gnomic. 
But th is  was no t agreed.

❖  D ecision; Change Clause 10 to  s ta te ;
i)  . The press must not seek to obtain or publish m aterial acquired
by using hidden caimeras or clauidestine lis te n in g  devices; or by
intercepting priva te  or mobile telephone c a lls , messages or emails; or 
by the unauthorized removal o f documents, or photographs; or by
accessing d ig ita lly -h e ld  private inforraation without consent.
i i )  . Engaging in  misrepresentation or s\abterfuge, including by agents 
or Intermediaries, can generally be ju s tif ie d  only in  the public 
in te re s t, and then only »rtien the m aterial cannot be obtained by other 
means.

D ia c r im in a t lo n :  C lause 12
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Xjumi^xation. se&euss Tli© NUJ ehc Ptscx’d.roinatxoTi 
clauses should, inc lude  in  the categories o f d is c rim in a tio n  the terra 
in m is ra tio n  s ta tus . I t  argued th a t th is  would cover a refugee, 
asylum seeker, im m igrant o r m igrant. Mention o f th is  s ta tus  would be 
pe rm itte d  on ly  when i t  was re le va n t to  the s to ry .
Peter W right sa id  im m igration s ta tus was a conscious choice and th is  
was an attem pt to  extend the Code frora covering what people are to  
what they choose to  become. The Chaxrman sa id  i t  would be d if fx c u lt  
to  decide a t which stage im m igrant s ta tu s  became re le va n t - i f  you 
were re p o rtin g  on im m igrant Vietnamese cannabis gangs, would i t  be 
p e rtin e n t o r re le va n t to  say they were Vietnamese? N e il Benson sa id  
Madonna was an im m igrant, should she be covered? The Committee f e l t  
th a t the  d is c rim in a tio n  ca tego ries should not be extended vinless 
there  was overwhelming case and th a t had no t been made.

❖  D ecision; No change.
K ia ce lla n e o x ia  suggested  chaagres:

Coatenqpt o f c o u rt:..... . — _____  k form er Sxmday Times jo u rn a lis t,
suggested the Code should be chauiged in  order to  curb a growing and 
dangerous tre n d  to  f lo u t  contempt law s, which not o n ly  endangered a 
f a ir  t r i a l ,  bu t a lso  cou ld s t i r  ra c ia l p re ju d ice  -  as in  the  case o f 
Muslims on te r ro r  charges. He sa id  th a t o fte n  the re p o rts  were 
p u b lish in g  govenunent and p o lic e  leaks, as in  the Forest Gate ra id .
The Chairman sa id  the re  was a growing debate about B r it is h  contempt 
laws, e s p e c ia lly  compared w ith  the O .S., where ju r ie s  were tre a te d  
as th in k in g  a d u lts  who cou ld  pu t ou t o f th e ir  minds previous 
in fo rm a tio n  th a t m ight have been thought p re ju d ic ia l. E d ito rs  woxild 
r ig h t ly  w ish to  push a t th is .  S ir  C hristopher Meyer d id  no t favour 
an amendment. This should be a m a tte r fo r  the Goveriunent law 
o ff ic e rs , and as many o f the s to r ie s  were fed frora o f f ic ia l  sources, 
a Code change would be cock-eyed, he sa id .

^  D ecis ion : No change.
Jigsaw id e n tif ic a tio n s  The secre ta ry  sa id  th a t, a fte r  a case where 
the Kent Messenger had been fin e d  fo r  id e n tify in g  a c h ild  rape 
v ic tim  d e sp ite  fo llo w in g  the Code on jigsaw  p s ib lic -a tio n , he had 
spoken to  the paper's  E d ito r ia l D ire c to r to  see i f  the re  was any 
fla w  in  the  cu rre n t clauses cove ring . The Code seemed to  be sound.

❖  D ecis ion : No change.
Conscience clause: The NUJ's suggestions th a t the Code should
inc lud e  a conscience clause to  a llo w  in d iv id u a l jo u rn a lis ts  to  
cUastain from  work th a t they f e l t  m ight c o n s titu te  a breach was 
ra ise d  a t the  S elect Comm ittee's m in i in q u iry  in to  s e lf-re g u la tio n . 
The se cre ta ry  sa id  th is  had p re v io u s ly  been re je c te d  in  2004 because 
the main re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  ensuring compliance re s ted  w ith  the 
e d ito r, as emphasised in  the preamble. Compliance was a lso  w ritte n  
in to  jo u rn a lis ts ' co n tra c ts  o f employment and a conscience clause 
cou ld  c lash  w ith  c o n tra c tu a l requirem ents to  ca rry  out reasonable 
in s tru c tio n s .

<• D ecision: No change.
Defaming murder v ic tim s : The se cre ta ry  reported  on a suggestion frora

th a t the Code should be changed to  prevent the 
p u b lic a tio n  o f m a lic ious falsehoods aga inst murder v ic tim s . No
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