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D A T A  P R O T E C T I O N  A C T , J O U R N A L IS M  A N D  T H E  P C C  C O D E

j- oFt-Fip above advice n o te  which, incorporates m y

sort.

n sk  that the  aU too  w idesprea prac P , ^  C om m issioner is strongly o f

people in  J e  th T p rin d p le s  o f  se lf 'reg u k tio n  will b e  show n in  a p o o r hgh t unless
y o u  -  aWe t f p o i n t  to  a d e a r  pubHc sta tem ent w arn ing  joutnalU ts and edatots o f

th e  very real risks o f  com m itting  crim inal offences, 

w e  ad tnow ledge the  te levan t P - ^ h io m  in  ^ e  A d  a te  c *

; S f s u r h S l e S l “ g : . l ^ ^ S t t  t o u l d  h e  ,u t te  unteaUsdc m  expeop.outnaiists m

stud-y.and digest such guidance.

O u t  patticu lat concern  is that Jou tnalisn  and ed ito ts m igh t - ' ^ ^ d t “ e ^ ^ -  ' 

f e ?  r l “ - ^ = ? th a t  s iL p iy  becam e a ,nu tnaH sP sub ,eetively ---

L "  l i c i :  sto ty  to  be  i n L
tn fo tm ation^thoutc—

o S S i ^ ^ d T S u l b l ^  subsequent pnbU canon) o f  the  in fo ttna tion  in  question w ou ld  have

cont. /

45

M O D I 00042010

mailto:mail@ico.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk


F o r D is tr ib u t io n  to  C Ps

- 2  -

to  be ex trem ely  strong to  justify  obtain ing the inform ation  dishonestly. I th ir ^  yo u r a d ^ c e  
n o te  strikes the  right balance. It refers to  the defence, b u t emphasises that it should n o t be 
relied  u p o n  hghtly  and recom m ends seeking legal advice.
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Y ours sincerely,

P H IL I P  J O N E S
Assistant C om m issioner
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