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D e a r  T i m ,

I a m  w r itin g  in r e s p o n s e  to  y o u r  le tte r o f  J u l y  2 7 ** ’ .

B e f o r e  d e a lin g  w ith  y o u r  list o f  q u e s t io n s  I n e e d  to  a d d r e s s  y o u r  r e fe r e n c e  to  “th e  
G u a rd ia n ’s  re c e n t a fle g a tio n s  a b o u t th e  e x te n t o f  p h o n e  m e ss a g e  tap p in g  a t 
th e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o rld ".

T h e  r e le v a n t  G u a r d i a n  r e p o r ts  a lle g e d  t h a t  “o n e  s e n io r s o u rc e  a t th e  M e t”  s a id  t h a t  
o ffic e r s  o n  t h e  G o o d m a n  e n q u ir y  “fo u n d  e v id e n c e  o f N e w s  G ro u p ’s  s ta ff us in g  
p riv a te  in v e s tig a to rs  w ho  h a c k e d  in to  th o u san d s  o f m o b ile  p h o n e s ". T h e  
G u a r d i a n  w e n t  o n  to  s a y  th a t  “a n o th e r s o u rc e  w ith  d ire c t k n o w le d g e  o f the p o lic e  
fin d in g s  p u t th e  fig u re  a t tw o  o r  th re e  th o u s a n d  m o b ile s ”.

T h e s e  a lle g a tio n s  b y  t h e  G u a r d i a n  w e r e  n o t ju s t  u n s u b s t a n t ia t e d  a n d  ir r e s p o n s ib le , 
t h e y  w e r e  w h o lly  fa ls e .

T h e  o ffic e r  in c h a r g e  o f  t h e  G o o d m a n / M u i c a i r e  in v e s t ig a t io n , f o r m e r  A s s is t a n t  
C o m m a n d e r  A n d y  H a y m a n  h a s  s t a t e d  o n  t h e  r e c o r d  ( T h e  T i m e s , J u l y  1 0 * ’  2 0 0 9 ) th a t  
t h e  G u a r d i a n ’ s  e s t im a t e s  a r e  w r o n g  a n d  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m o b ile  p h o n e s  h a c k e d  
in to  w a s , in  f a c t , “...a  s m a ll n u m b e r -  p e rh a p s  a h a n d fu l”. O n  J u l y  9 “ ' t h e  
A s s i s t a n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r  J o h n  Y a t e s  Is s u e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  w h ic h  m a d e  a lm o s t e x a c tly  
t h e  s a m e  p o in t.

E n c l o s e d  w ith  th is  le tte r a r e  t h e  r e le v a n t  s t a t e m e n t s  f r o m  A n d y  H a y m a n  a n d  J o h n  
Y a t e s  t o g e t h e r  w ith  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  r e le a s e d  b y  N e w s  I n t e r n a t io n a l o n  J u l y  9*”  in 
r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  G u a r d i a n 's  a lle g a t io n s .

T h e  a n s w e r s  t o  y o u r  s p e c ific  q u e s t io n s  a r e  s e t  o u t  b e lo w . In  c o n s id e r in g  t h e s e  
p l e a s e  b e a r  in  m in d  th a t  I j o i n e d  t h e  N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r ld  in  J a n u a r y  2 0 0 7  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  m u c h  o f  th is  in fo r m a tio n  h a s  b e e n  g a t h e r e d  in b y  t h o s e  e x e c u t iv e s  w h o  
w e r e  h e r e  d u r in g  t h e  r e le v a n t  e v e n t s .
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D o es  i t  re m a in  y o u r p o s itio n  th a t th e  ille g a l b e h av io u r o f C live  G o o d m an  
w as a  ‘"rogue e xc e p tio n ”, a n d  th a t n o  o th e r jo u rn a lis ts  o r e x e c u tiv e s  o f 
th e  n e w s p a p e r w ere aw are  o f  th e  p ra c tic e  o f  p h o n e  m essag e  ta p p in g  b y  
a n yo n e  e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  p a p e r?

O u r  in te r n a l e n q u irie s  h a v e  f o u n d  n o  e v id e n c e  o f  in v o lv e m e n t  b y  N e w s  o f  th e  
W o r ld  s t a f f  o t h e r  t h a n  C liv e  G o o d m a n  in p h o n e  m e s s a g e  in te r c e p tio n  b e y o n d  
t h e  e m a il  tra n s c r ip t  w h ic h  e m e r g e d  in A p r il  2 0 0 8  d u rin g  t h e  G o r d o n  T a y l o r  
litig a tio n  a n d  w h ic h  h a s  s in c e  b e e n  r e v e a le d  in th e  o rig in a l G u a r d i a n  r e p o r t .

T h a t  e m a il w a s  d a t e d  J u n e  2 9  2 0 0 5  a n d  c o n s is te d  o f  a  tra n s c rip t o f  
v o ic e m a ils  fr o m  t h e  p h o n e  o f  G o r d o n  T a y l o r  a n d  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  w h ic h  h a d  
a p p a r e n t ly  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  b y  G l e n  M u lc a ir e . T h e  e m a il a n d  tra n s c r ip t  w e r e  
c r e a t e d  b y  a  ju n io r  re p o r te r  ( w h o  h a s  s in c e  left t h e  n e w s p a p e r ) . W h e n  
q u e s t io n e d  a f t e r  t h e  e m a il w a s  s u p p lie d  t o  u s  b y  G o r d o n  T a y l o r ’s  la w y e r s  in 
A p r il  2 0 0 8 , t h e  ju n io r  re p o r te r  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  c r e a te d  th e  r e le v a n t  e m a il 
document but had no recollection of it beyond that. Since by the end of June 
2 0 0 5  h e  h a d  b e e n  a  re p o r te r  f o r  o n ly  a  w e e k  o r  s o  (h a v in g  b e e n  p r o m o t e d  “o f f  
t h e  flo o r ” w h e r e  h e  h a d  b e e n  a  m e s s e n g e r )  a n d  s in c e  t h e  firs t m o n t h s  o f  his 
r e p o r tin g  c a r e e r  c o n s is te d  la rg e ly  o f  tr a n s c r ib in g  t a p e s  f o r  o th e r  p e o p l e , his 
la c k  o f  re c o lle c tio n  w h e n  q u e s t io n e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  la te r  is p e r h a p s  
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .

E m a i l  s e a r c h e s  o f  r e le v a n t p e o p l e , p a r tic u la rly  th e  ju n io r  re p o r te r , ~
h d  f a i l e d  t o  s h o w  a n y  tr a c e  o f  ttie  e m a il b e in g  s e n t  t o

o r  r e c e iv e d  b y  a n y  o t h e r  N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r l d  s t a f f  m e m b e r .

T h o s e  w h o  m ig h t h a v e  b e e n  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  r e le v a n t s t o r y , p a r tic u la rly  
a n d  de n ie d  e v e r  h a v in g  s e e n  o r  k n o w in g

a b o u t  t h e  r e le v a n t  e m a il a n d  n o  e v id e n c e  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  w h ic h  c o n t r a d ic t s  
t h e s e  a s s e r t io n s .

i'v. ,)

C an y o u  p ro v id e  th e  C o m m iss io n  w ith  fu ll d e ta ils  o f  th e  p ro c e s s  
u n d e rta k e n  b y  th e  n e w s p a p e r- a fte r  th e  a rres ts  o f G o o d m an  a n d  
M u lc a ire  in  J u ly  2006  -  to  e s ta b lis h  th e  e x te n t to  w h ich  p h o n e  m e ss a g e  
ta p p in g  w as  p re v a le n t a t th e  N ew s  o f  th e  W orld?

C l i v e  G o o d m a n  a n d  G l e n  M u lc a ir e  w e r e  a r r e s t e d  o n  A u g u s t  8  2 0 0 6 . U n til  la te  
N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 6  w h e n  o t h e r  c h a r g e s  w e r e  la id  a g a in s t  G l e n  M u lc a ir e , t h e  o n ly  
c rim in a l a c tiv ity  w e  w e r e  a w a r e  o f  w a s  t h e  a c c e s s in g  b y  G o o d m a n / M u l c a i r e  o f  
v o ic e m a ils  b e lo n g in g  to  th r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  R o y a l  H o u s e h o l d . N o t  
s u r p r is in g ly  o u r  e n q u irie s  w e r e  f o c u s e d  o n  th a t  a r e a .

W e  q u ic k ly  e s t a b lis h e d  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  u n d e r  w h ic h  G o o d m a n  a n d  M u lc a ir e  
o p e r a t e d  in v o lv e d  c a s h  p a y m e n t s  o r d e r e d  b y  G o o d m a n  to  a  “v a l u a b l e ” s o u r c e  
h e  id e n tifie d  u n d e r  t h e  p s e u d o n y m ^   ̂ ^ T h e s e  c o n s is t e d  o f
p a y m e n t s  o v e r  a  p e r io d  o f  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  w h ic h , b y  t h e  t im e  o f  a r r e s t
a m o u n t e d  t o is n o t  u n u s u a l f o r  c o n fid e n tia l s o u r c e s  t o  r e m a in
u n id e n t ifie d  e x c e p t  t o  t h e  p a r tic u la r  r e p o r t e r . In  th is  c a s e  n o b o d y  a t  t h e  N e w s  
o f  t h e  W o r l d  e x c e p t  M r  G o o d m a n  k n e w  t h e  id e n tity  o f

D e p a r t m e n t a l  h e a d s  w e r e  q u e s t io n e d  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e y  k n e w  o f  M u lc a ir e ’s  
d e a l in g s . A l l  o f  t h e m  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  u n a w a r e  o f  a n y  ille g a l a c tiv itie s  
c o n d u c t e d  b y  M r  M u lc a ir e .

A l m o s t  I m m e d ia t e ly  a ft e r  th e  a r r e s t s  N e w s  G r o u p  in s tru c te d  B u r t o n  C o p e l a n d , 
a n  in d e p e n d e n t  firm  o f  s o lic ito rs  ( a n d  o n e  w e  h a d  n o t  u s e d  b e f o r e ) , to  d e a l
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with any further police enquiries of the News of the World and to ask for 
whatever documentary or other evidence they needed for that purpose. In the 
event Burton Copeland were given absolutely full cooperation by all 
departments of the News of the World and News International in their 
enquiries.

Among other things they asked for and were given every financial document 
which could possibly be relevant to our dealings with MulCaire. In ail they 
received and are still in possession of four large lever-arch files of such 
documents. They confirmed that they could find no evidence from these 
documents or their other enquiries which suggested complicity by the News of 
the World or other members of its staff beyond Clive Goodman in criminal 
activities.

Through Burton Copeland, News Group co-operated fully with every request 
from the police fo r further information or documents. This co-operation was 
acknowledged by the Prosecution at trial. All financial documentation which 
might have been relevant was provided to the police.

It is perhaps significant that during an intense and Incredibly thorough 
investigation lasting from December 2005 to November 2006 the Police at no 
time considered it neGessary to arrest or question any member of the News of 
the World staff other than Clive Goodman.

After 1 arrived at the News of the World in January 2007, an email search was 
conducted involving up to 2,500 separate email messages in order to 
discover whether other News o f the World staff were aware of the 
Goodman/Mulcaire criminal activity. These email searches were conducted 
by our IT department under the supervision of News International’s Director of 
Legal Affairs, the Director of Human Resources and an independent firm of 
solicitors.

No such evidence was discovered during this search.

a: h 
.... ;

It has been p o in te d  o u t th a t w hile  C live Goodman was a ro ya l jo u rn a lis t, 
m ost o f those names sa id  to  have had  the ir phones tapped are non
ro ya l figu res (such as G ordon Taylor). A nd  the Judge in  the  
G oodm an/M ulcaire case apparen tly  re fe rred  to M ulcaire dealing w ith  
"o the rs a t News In te rna tiona l” . Can you  id e n tify  these ind iv idua ls , and  
w hat the Judge was re fe rrin g  to?

Ne do not
know what evidence, if any, there may have been to support the judge’s 
reference to “others", nor do we know who he was referring to.

•  We have seen the e-m ail to  G lenn M ulcaire th a t re fers to  tra n scrip ts  o f 
m essages from  G ordon T aylo r's  telephone be ing  made “fo r N eville ”. 
Can you c la rify  the re la tio n sh ip  between M r M ulcaire and

From June 2001 to April 2003 
of the World, effectively number two to assistant editor 
the newsdesk.

/as news editor at the News 
fho ran
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During that time Glen Mulcaire was hired to provide numerous services 
Including land registry checks, credit status checks, electoral roll checks, 
directorship searches, court record checks, surveillance, and the provision of 
telephone numbers of sports stars from his vast database of personal 
contacts.

During this period]________________^ade  use of Glen Mulcaire for those
services and occasionally, though seldom, afterwards as the new newsdesk 
regime preferred to confine Mulcaire's dealings with the newspaper to the 
newsdesk, to avoid an avalanche of requests from numerous staff.

Can you  make c lea r how  M ulca ire  was p a id  fo r in fo rm a tio n  re la tin g  to  
Gordon Taylor?

The information in the June 29**’ 2005 email was not published and did not 
result in any story being published. Glen Mulcaire was not paid by the News 
o f the World for any information relating to Gordon Taylor.

Can you  p rov ide  deta ils o f the s to ry  connected to  the  
I can tract o f ̂  F ebruary 2005?

To identify or provide details of this story would put us in direct and serious 
breach o f the Undertaking o f Confidentiality we gave to Gordon Taylor as a 
fundamental term of the settlement agreement at the end of his litigation 
against us.

• In  the paper o f ' there was an a rtic le  head lined
\in d e r the by lines o f C live Goodm an and  “  

\We appreciate th a t th is  was p u b lished  som e tim e ago, b u t 
are you able to shed  lig h t as to  how  the in fo rm ation  fo r  the s to ry  was 
obtained? I t  has been s ta te d  th a t th is  “ co u ld  o n ly  have com e from  
phone hacking” .

I enclose a copy of this story. Please note that:

The statement that “it could only have come from hacking” makes no sense at 
all if it is based upon the content of the article itself. There is nothing within 
the article which would lead anyone to believe it came about as a result o f 
voicemail interception.

In terms of how the story was put together,_______________ handled the
investiga tions. He found and interviewed the

identified as jvho provided the information about what happened
during^_______________ ĥe rest o f the article was the work of
Clive Goodman who, through his counsel, told the court that the only part of 
the story which came from illegal activity was the information that
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On a more general note, please forgive me if 1 set out for the record that the 
Goodman and Mulcaire arrests took place three years ago and the relevant activities 
pre-date August 2006. As it happens, the email which caused us to settle with 
Gordon Taylor is now over four years old.

We have investigated these matters to the best of our ability and that of the outside 
lawyers we have brought in for that purpose and the results o f our inquiries are set 
out above.

What I can say with clarity Is that since 1 became editor in January 2007 ,1 am as sure 
as I can be that the activities at the heart of the Goodman/Mulcaire case have had no 
place at the News of the World and that my newspaper and my journalists fully 
comply vi/ith the law and the requirements of the PCC Code.

We have now answered the outstanding questions raised by the Select Committee
on Tuesday 21st July and dealt also with your own questions in this letter. We now 
trust that this brings to a close our involvement in your investigations.

Yours sincerely

Colin Myler
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A tta c h e d  e n c losu res:

(1) Press statement from Andy Hayman
(2) Metropolitan Police Statement from John Yates
(3) News Intanational Statement on Guardian article

10.07.09
09.07.09 

10.07.09.
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A N D Y  H AYM AN  -1 0  JU LY  2009 

(The T im e s  &  N otW )

The a lle g a tio n s  a b o u t News o f th e  W o rld  jo u rn a lis ts  e m p lo y in g  p riv a te  
in v e s tig a to rs  to  h a ck  in to  c e le b ritie s ’ m o b ile  p hones have p u t th e  
s p o tlig h t o n  th e  o rig in a l M e tro p o lita n  p o lic e  in v e s tg ia tio n s  in to  th e se  
c la im s , w h ic h  I headed .
The p a p e r's  R o ya l re p o rte r C live  G oodm an  and  p riva te  in v e s tig a to r 
G le n n  M u lca ire  b o th  p leaded  g u ilty  to  h a c k in g  in to  th e  m o b ile  p h o n e  
m e ssa g e s  o f le a d in g  fig u re s  in  p u b lic  life . T h is  w as th e  c u lm in a tio n  o f a 
th o ro u g h  p o lic e  in v e s tig a tio n  w h e re  th e  e v id e n ce  w as s o  c o m p e llin g  the  
d e fe n d a n ts  w e re  le ft w ith  no rea l a lte rn a tiv e  b u t to  p le a d  g u ilty . T h is  
s h o u ld  have be en  th e  end o f th e  m a tte r b u t re ce n t re v e la tio n s  by The 
G u a rd ia n  have re ig n ite d  th e  w h o le  a ffa ir  c a s tin g  d o u b t o n  p o lic e  
a c tio n s .
T he re  are  c o n c e rn s  th a t th e  p o lic e  w e re  n o t th o ro u g h  e n o u g h  in  th e ir  
in itia l in v e s tg ia tio n s  o f these  c la im s  as th e y  a lle g e d ly  ch o s e  n o t to  
in fo rm  e ve ryo n e  w h o  had th e ir  m o b ile  p h o n e s  hacked  o r p u rs u e  o th e r 
jo u rn a lis ts  s u s p e c te d  o f s im ila r ille g a l a c ts .
A t th e  tim e  I w a s  in  o ve ra ll co m m a n d  o f S p e c ia lis t O p e ra tio n s , th e  p a rt 
o f th e  Y a rd  w h ic h  In ve s tig a te d  th e  c o m p la in ts . M y h e a rt s a n k  w h e n  I w as 
to ld  th e  a c c u s a tio n s  cam e fro m  th e  P a lace . T h is  w a s  n o t th e  tirh e  fo r  a 
h a lf h e a rte d  in v e s tig a tio n  -  w e  p u t o u r b e s t d e te c tive s  o n  th e  case  and 
le ft n o  s to n e  u n tu rn e d  as o ffic ia ls  b re a th e d  d o w n  o u r n e ck .
The G u a rd ia n  has s a id  it  u n d e rs ta n d s  th a t th e  p o lic e  file  s h o w s  th a t 
b e tw e e n  2,000 a n d  3,000 in d iv id u a ls  had th e ir  m o b ile  p h o n e s  h a cke d  
in to , fa r  m ore  th a n  w a s e ve r o ff ic ia lly  a d m itte d  d u rin g  th e  in v e s tig a tio n  
and  p ro s e c u tio n  o f M r G oodm an. Y e t, m y  re c o lle c tio n  is  d iffe re n t. A s I 
re c a ll th e  lis t o f th o s e  ta rg e te d , w h ic h  w a s  p u t to g e th e r fro m  re c o rd s  
k e p t b y  M r M u lca ire , ran  to  se ve ra l h u n d re d  nam es. O f th e se , th e re  w as 
a s m a ll n u m b e r - p e rha p s a h a n d fu l - w h e re  th e re  w a s e v id e n c e  th a t th e y  
had  a c tu a lly  been  ta m p e red  w ith .
H ad th e re  been e v id e n ce  o f ta m p e rin g  In th e .o th e r ca se s , th a t w o u ld  
ha ve  been in v e s tig a te d  as w o u ld  th e  s lig h te s t h in t th a t o th e rs  w e re  
In v o lv e d .
Y e t, as is  so  o fte n  th e  case, in  th e  s to rm  o f a lle g a tio n  a n d  d e n ia l th e  
fa c ts  g e t lo s t. W e ll know n  fig u re s  s u c h  as Jo h n  P re s c o tt a re  s a id  to  
have  been v ic tim s  o f the  h a ck in g  w ith o u t a n y  c le a r e v id e n ce  th a t th e ir  
p h o n e s  w ere  in  fa c t hacked  In fo .
T he  p ro m ise  b y  th e  a u th o ritie s  to  c la r ify  a n y  a m b ig u ity  s u rro u n d in g  the  
o r ig in a l in q u iry  s h o u ld  be re a s o n a b ly  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  p ro v id in g  th e  
p o lic e  a re  a llo w e d  to  fo c u s  on  th e  c rim in a l m a tte rs  an d  a re  n o t 
d is tra c te d  by th e  p le th o ra  o f p a rlia m e n ta ry  and w a tc h d o g  p ro b e s . T here  
is  a d a n g e r th e  tw o  c o u ld  g e t e n tw in e d .
T he  o b v io u s  w a y  o f g e ttin g  to  th e  b o tto m  o f w h e th e r m o re  c o u ld  have 
been  do ne  b y  th e  p o lic e  is  to  c o n d u c t a re v ie w  as s u g g e s te d  b y  th e  
C PS. T h is  ro u te  w ill b rin g  c lo s u re  b y  e ith e r e n d o rs in g  th e  o r ig in a l 
in v e s tig a tio n  o r d e m a n d in g  fu r th e r  w o rk  be  co m p le te d . In  re tro s p e c t, the
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speed  w ith  w h ic h  th e  M et cam e o u t and sa id  it  w o u ld  n o t be re o p e n in g  
its  file s  m ig h t have been a m is ta ke . U ltim a te ly , it  w ill be th e  CPS w h o  
d e c id e  w h e th e r th e re  is  a need fo r  a fu rth e r in q u iry  o r n o t.
The p re se n t c la m m e r fo r  m ore  in fo rm a tio n  and c la r ity  Is  fo rc in g  m a n y 
o th e r b o d ie s  to  becom e in v o lv e d . On F rid a y  in  the  sp a ce  o f a c o u p le  o f 
h o u rs  se ve ra l p a rlia m e n ta ry  co m m itte e s  and o th e r p re s s  w a tc h d o g s  
a n n o u n ce d  th e ir  ow n in q u iry . U nd o u b te d ly , a ll th e se  in te re s te d  p a rtie s  
w ill w a n t to  e xa m in e  th e  sam e w itn e sse s  and te s t th e  sa m e  e v id e n ce . 
T h is  c o u ld  be a re c ip e  fo r  d is a s te r.
The p o lic e  and CPS o b je c tiv e  is  to  a sce rta in  w h e th e r a n y  c r im in a l 
a c tiv ity  has been le ft u n ch e cke d . T h a t is  s ig n ific a n tly  d iffe re n t to  th e  
p u rp o se s  o f th e  o th e r in q u ir ie s . T h e y  m u s t n o t be c o n fu s e d . The p o lic e  
and CPS m u s t be le ft to  c o n d u c t th e ir  ow n re v ie w  a n d  n o t be 
p re m a tu re ly  p u lle d  in to  s e rv ic in g  the  o th e r in te re s te d  p a rtie s  o th e rw is e  
the w a te rs  c o u ld  becom e  m u d d ie r.

r '
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B y  J o h n  Y a tes

I have  been a ske d  b y  th e  C o m m iss io n e r to d a y  to  e s ta b lis h  th e  fa c ts  
a ro u n d  o u r in q u iry  in to  the  a lleged  u n la w fu l ta p p in g  o f m o b ile  phones 
b y  C liv e  G o o d m an  and  G len M u lca ire . I w as n o t in v o lv e d  in  th e  o rig in a l 
ca se  an d  c le a rly  co m e  a t th is  w ith  an in d e p e n d e n t m in d .

J u s t b y  w a y  o f b a c k g ro u n d . In D ecem ber 2005, th e  M et re ce ive d  
c o m p la in ts  th a t m o b ile  phones had been ille g a lly  ta p p e d .

W e id e n tifie d  th a t G oodm an and M u lca ire  w e re  engaged  in  a 
s o p h is tic a te d  a n d  w id e  ra n g in g  c o n s p ira c y  to  g a th e r p riv a te  and 
p e rs o n a l d a ta , p r in c ip a lly  a b o u t h ig h  p ro file  fig u re s . C le a rly  th e y  
b e n e fite d  fin a n c ia lly  fro m  these  m a tte rs .

O u r in q u ir ie s  fo u n d  th a t these  tw o  m en had th e  a b ility  to  ille g a lly  
in te rc e p t m o b ile  p h o n e  vo ice  m a ils , co m m o n ly  kn o w n  as p h o n e  ta p p in g .

T h e ir p o te n tia l ta rg e ts  m ay have ru n  in to  h u n d re d s  o f p e o p le , b u t o u r 
in q u ir ie s  sh o w e d  th a t th e y  o n ly  u se d  th e  ta c tic  a g a in s t a fa r  s m a lle r 
n u m b e r o f in d iv id u a ls .

In Ja n u a ry  2G07, G oodm an and M u lca ire  w e re  ja ile d  fo r  fo u r  and s ix  
m o n th s , g u ilty  to  c o n s p irin g  to  u n la w fu lly  in te rc e p t c o m m u n ic a tio n s .

M u lc a ire  a ls o  p le a d e d  g u ilty  to  an a d d itio n a l fiv e  ch a rg e s  re la tin g  to  
s im ila r  m a tte rs .
O n s e n te n c in g  th e  tw o  m en, M r J u s tic e  G ro ss  a t th e  O ld  B a ile y  sa id  the  
ca se  w as "n o t a b o u t p re ss  fre e d o m . It w as  a b o u t a g rave , in e xcu sa b le  
and  Ille g a l in v a s io n  o f p riv a c y ."

T he p o lic e  in v e s tig a tio n  w as co m p le x  an d  w as ca rrie d  o u t in  c lo se  
lia is o n  w ith  th e  C ro w n  P ro se cu tio n  S e rv ice , S e n io r C o u n se l and th e  
te le p h o n e  co m p a n ie s  co n ce rn e d .
The te c h n ic a l c h a lle n g e s  posed  to  the  s e rv ic e  p ro v id e rs  to  e s ta b lis h  th a t 
th e re  had in  fa c t been  in te rc e p tio n  w ere  v e ry , ve ry , s ig n ific a n t.

It is  im p o rta n t to  re c o g n is e  th a t o u r e n q u irie s  sh o w e d  th a t In  th e  va s t 
m a jo rity  o f c a se s  th e re  w as in s u ffic ie n t e v id e n ce  to  s h o w  th a t ta p p in g  
had  a c tu a lly  be en  ach ie ve d .

W here  th e re  w a s  c le a r e v id e n ce  th a t p e o p le  had  been th e  s u b je c t o f 
ta p p in g , th e y  w e re  a ll co n ta c te d  b y  the  p o lic e .

These p e o p le  w e re  m ade aw are o f the  p o te n tia l co m p ro m is e  to  th e ir 
p h o n e s  an d  o ffe re d  p re ve n ta tive  a d v ice .
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A fte r e x te n s iv e  c o n s u lta tio n  w ith  the  CPS and  C o u n se l, o n ly  a fe w  w ere  
s u b s e q u e n tly  id e n tifie d  as w itn e sse s  in  th e  p ro ce e d in g s  th a t fo llo w e d .

I s a id  e a rlie r in  th is  s ta te m e n t th a t these  tw o  m en w ere  e n g a g e d  in  a 
s o p h is tic a te d  an d  w id e  ra n g in g  c o n s p ira c y  to  g a th e r p e rso n a ! da ta  
a b o u t h ig h  p ro file  fig u re s . O ne w as a p riva te  d e te c tiv e  an d  o ne  w a s  a 
jo u rn a lis t. It is  re a son a b le  th e re fo re  to  e xp e c t th e m  to  be  in  p o s s e s s io n  
o f d a ta  a b o u t su ch  m a tte rs  as it 's  p a rt and p a rce l o f th e ir  jo lj.

I e m p h a s ise  th a t o u r e n q u irie s  w ere  s o le ly  co n ce rn e d  w ith  p h o n e  
ta p p in g . T h is , as fa r as w e  are  aw are, a ffe c te d  a m uch  s m a lle r p o o l o f 
p e o p le .

T here  has been a lo t o f m ed ia  co m m en t to d a y  a b o u t th e  th e n  D e p u ty  
P rim e  M in is te r Jo h n  P re sco tt. T h is  in v e s tig a tio n  has n o t u n c o v e re d  any 
e v id e n ce  to  s u g g e s t th a t Jo h n  P re sco tt's  p h o n e  had been  ta p p e d .

T h is  case  has been s u b je c t o f the  m o s t c a re fu l in v e s tig a tio n  b y  v e ry  
e xp e rie n ce d  d e te c tive s . It has a lso  been s c ru tin is e d  in  d e ta il b y  b o th  th e  
CPS an d  le a d in g  C ou n se l. T hey have  c a re fu lly  e xa m in e d  a ll th e  e v id e n ce  
and  p re p a re d  th e  in d ic tm e n ts  th a t th e y  co n s id e re d  a p p ro p ria te .

N o a d d itio n a l e v id e n ce  has. com e to  lig h t s in c e  th is  case  has c o n c lu d e d .
I th e re fo re  c o n s id e r th a t no  fu r th e r in v e s tig a tio n  is  re q u ire d .

H ow eve r, 1 do  re co g n ise  th e  ve ry  re a l c o n c e rn s , e xp re sse d  to d a y  b y  a 
n u m b e r o f p e o p le , w h o  b e lie ve  th a t th e ir  p riv a c y  m ay have  been 
in tru d e d  u p o n .

I th e re fo re  need to  en sure  th a t w e have been d ilig e n t, re a so n a b le  and 
s e n s ib le , and ta ke n  a ll p ro p e r s te p s  to  e n su re  th a t w h e re  w e  have 
e v id e n ce  th a t p e o p le  have been th e  s u b je c t o f a n y  fo rm  o f p h o n e  
ta p p in g , o r  th a t th e re  is  a n y  s u s p ic io n  th a t th e y  m ig h t ha ve  been , th a t 
th e y  have  been in fo rm e d .
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V.

News International Statement on Guardian Article

News International has delayed making this detailed statement until all relevant facts have 
been analysed and checked internally and externally.

News International has completed a thorough investigation into the various allegations 
made since the Guardian story broke on Wednesday. This investigation augmented a 
similar process here following the arrest of private investigator Glen Mulcaire and News of 
the World journalist Clive Goodman in August 2006.

Perhaps more significantly, the police investigation into Glen Mulcaire and Clive Goodman 
began in 2005, nine months before the two men were arrested. Prior to arrest the police 
conducted live monitoring of both men’s activities and also kept the News of the World 
activity in this area under investigation. The raids on Mulcaire’s premises, on Goodman’s 
premises and on ^ e  News of the World office seized ail relevant documents and all 
available evidence. The police investigation continued after the arrests and all relevant 
activity was studied and analysed in the context of identifying unlawfulness/crirriinality. The 
police investigation was incredibly thorough.

Apart from matters raised in the Muicaire and Goodman proceedings, the only other 
evidence connecting News of the World reporters to information gained as a result of 
accessing a person’s voicemail emerged in April 2008, during the course of the Gordon 
Taylor litigation. Neither this information nor any story arising from it was ever published. 
Once senior executives became aware of this, immediate steps were taken to resolve Mr 
Taylor’s complaint.

From our own investigation, but more importantly that of the police, we can state with 
confidence that, apart from the matters referred to above, there is not and never has been 
evidence to support allegations that:

> News of the World journalists have accessed the voicemails of any individual.

>  News of the World or its journalists have instructed private investigators or other 
third parties to access the voicemails of any individuals.

>  There was systemic corporate illegality by News International to suppress evidence.

It goes without saying that had the police uncovered such evidence, charges would have 
been brought against other News of the World personnel. Not only have there been no 
such charges, but the police have not considered it necessary to arrest or question any 
other member of News of the World staff.

Registered office: 1 Virginia Street, London E98 1XY 
Registered number 81701 England 

Switchboard:^ ^
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Based on the above, we can state categorically in relation to the following allegations which 
have been made primarily by the Guardian and widely reported as fact by Sky News, BBC, 
ITN and others this week:

>  It is untrue that officers found evidence of News Group staff, either themselves or 
using private investigators, hacking into "thousands” of mobile phones.

> It is untrue that apart from Goodman, officers found evidence that other members of
( I News Group staff hacked into mobile phones or accessed individuals' voicemails.

)
> It is untrue that there is evidence that News Group reporters, or indeed anyone, 

hacked into the telephone voicemails of John Prescott.

> It is untrue that “Murdoch journalists" used private investigators to illegally hack into 
the mobile phone messages of numerous public figures to gain unlawful access to 
confidential personal data, including; tax records, social security files, bank 
statements and itemised phone bills.

> It is untrue that News Group reporters have hacked into telephone voicemail 
services of various footballers, politicians and celebrities named in reports this

• week.

> It is untrue that News of the World executives knowingly sanctioned payment for 
illegal phone intercepts.

All of these irresponsible and unsubstantiated allegations against News of the World and 
other News International titles and its journalists are false.

)
The Guardian has been selective and misleading in its coverage of the report and 
investigation by the Information Commissioner. There has been and is no connection 
between the Informafion Commissioner's investigation and the allegation of hacking into 
telephones or accessing telephone voicemails. The report concerned the activities of a 
private investigator who, between April 2001 and March 2003, supplied information to 32 
newspapers and magazines including, incidentally, the Guardian’s sister newspaper, The 
Observer, which according to the Information Commissioner was ninth worst "offender" out 
of the 32. The' information supplied was deemed to be in breach of the Data Protection Act 
1998.

When Les Hinton gave evidence to the Select Committee in March 2007, the evidence 
which emerged during the Gordon Taylor litigation in April 2008 was not known to Mr 
Hinton or any other senior executive within News International.

Furthermore, we are inviting the Guardian to supply the Metropolitan Police with any new 
evidence they claim to have. •

Registered office: 1 Virginia Street, London E98 1XY 
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Since February 2007, News International has continued to work with its journalists and its 
industry partners to ensure that its joumaiists fully comply with both the relevant legislation 
and the rigorous requirements of the PCC’s Code of Conduct.

Finally, we would like to make it clear that despite the Guardian suggesting otherwise, the 
departure of Managing Editor Stuart Kuttner has no connection whatsoever with the events 
referred to above. The Guardian were informed of this position from the outset and chose
to mislead the British public. -

ENDS

Notes fo r editors:

News International Lim ited publishes The Times, The Sunday Times, The Sun, News of 
the World and thelondonpaper. In terms of growth, share, circulation and reader 
engagement, the Company's titles are among the world’s most successful. NewsPrinters 
Ltd prints the national titles and operates as a contract printing subsidiary for the three state 
of the art printing plants. Further brands which are part of the group include the Times 
Literary Supplement and milkround.co.uk. The News International group has investments in 
property search-engine globrix.com and fashion website BrandAlley.co.uk.
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