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P R E S S  COMPLAINTS C O M M I S S f O N

F ro m  the  D ire c to r

C o lin  M y le r E sq 
E d ito r
N e w s o f  the  W o rld  
1 V irg in ia  S treet 
L o n d o n  E 98  IN W 27'̂ ^ Ju ly  2009

I  am  w r it in g  fo llo w in g  the  G uard ian ’ s recent a llega tions about the 
extent, o f  phone message ta p p in g  a t the  N ew s o f  the  W o rld  p r io r to  
2007 , and  fo llo w in g  some o f  th e  evidence th a t has em erged d u rin g  the 
S e lect C om m ittee  hearings.

T he  b oard  o f  the  PC C  has n o w  m et, and has authorised m e to  w rite  to  
yo u . In  p a rticu la r, I  w o u ld  be g ra te fu l fo r  answers to  the  fo llo w in g  
questions:

•  D oes i t  re m a in  y o u r p o s itio n  th a t the  ille g a l b e h a v io u r o f  C live  
G oodm an w as a “ rogue  e xcep tion ” , and th a t no  o th e r jo u rn a lis ts  
o r executives o f  th e  new spaper w ere  aware o f  th e  p ractice  o f  
phone  message ta p p in g  b y  anyone em p loyed  b y  the  paper?
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C an y o u  p ro v id e  the  C om m iss ion  w ith  fo il d e ta ils  o f  the 
process undertaken b y  th e  new spaper -  a fte r the  arrests o f  
G oodm an and M u lc a ire  in  J u ly  2006 — to  estab lish  the exten t to  
w h ic h  phone message ta p p in g  w as p re va le n t a t th e  N ew s o f  the 
W o rld ?
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I t  has been p o in te d  o u t th a t w h ile  C hve G oodm an w as a ro y a l 
jo u rn a lis t, m ost o f  those names sa id to  have had th e ir  phones 
tapped are n o n -ro ya l fig u re s  (such as G ordon  T a y lo r). A n d  the  
ju d g e  in  the  G oodm an/M u lca ire  case apparen tly  re fe rre d  to  
M u lca ire  dea ling  w ith  “ others a t N ew s In te m a tio n a l” . C an y o u  
id e n tify  these in d iv id u a ls , and w h a t the  ju d g e  was re fe rrin g  to?

W e have seen the e m a il to  G lenn M u lca ire  th a t re fe rs  to  
transcrip ts  o f  messages fro m  G ordon  T a y lo r’s te lephone  b e in g
m ade “ fo r  N e v ille ” . Can yo u  c la r ify  the re la tio n sh ip  betw een 
M r  M u lc a ire  and

C an you  m ake c lea r h o w  M u lc a ire  w as p a id  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  
re la tin g  to  G ordon T a y lo r?  .

C an yo u  p ro v id e  d e ta ils  o f  the  s to ry  connected to  the  
^  \/'\ bon trac t o f  5 *  F ebruary 2005?

In  the paper o f there  w as an a rtic le  h ead lined
under the  b y lin e s  o f  C liv e  
W e apprecia te  th a t th is  w asG oodm an and

pub lished  some tim e  ago, b u t are you  able to  shed l i ^ t  as to  
h o w  the rn fo rm a tio n  fo r  th e  s to ry  was obta ined? I t  has been 
stated th a t th is  “ co u ld  o n ly  have com e fro m  phone h a ck in g ” .

I  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  hearing  fro m  yo u , a fte r w h ic h  I  m ay need to  re v e rt 
to  y o u  w ith  one o r tw o  o the r questions.

W ith  k in d  regards.
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