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PRESS COMPLAINTS C O M M IS S IO N

F r o m  th e  C h a ir m a n

15 January  2008

R ichard  D esm ond Esq
Chairm an
N orthern  and Shell
10 Low er Tham es Street
London
E C 3R  6EN

I know  you are busy, b u t it seem s a w hile  since we last m et, and I 
w ould  w elcom e the  chance to  catch  up w ith  you.

In particular, n o w  that the Express has w ithdravra from  the  N PA , it 
w ould  be  helpful to talk  about how  w e can keep the papers w ith in  the 
PCC system . T he benefits to new spapers o f  subscribing to the schem e 
are num erous: sorting ou t com plaints through us (particularly  about 
p rivacy  m atters) m inim ises the risk  o f  cripplingly expensive court cases 
and legal settlem ents; it delivers opt-outs for journalists from  num erous 
p ieces o f  legislation such as the  Investm ent R ecom m endation 
R egulations; and it keeps the governm ent from  legislating on the areas 
tha t the press Code o f  P ractice  covers. In fact, last year -  w hen the 
public  used  our services in record  num bers -  the G overnm ent, 
O pposition and the  Select C om m ittee fo r Culture, M edia and  Sport all 
cam e out in favour o f  self-regulation. I know  that the subscrip tion  to 
the PCC is no t cheap -  -  b u t I strongly
believe tha t the costs o f  stay ing  ou tsiae  m e system, particu larly  in legal 
fees, w ould  be  m uch higher.
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I th ink  it should  be quite easy to  subscribe directly  to  the Press 
S tandards B oard  o f  F inance. It w ould  be  good to see you to  talk  these 
th ings through.

W ith  k ind  regards.

Sir Christopher Meyer
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