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D e a r M r  D a v ie s

thY o u  w i l l  be a w a re  th a t d u r in g  an appearance on  30 Ja n u a ry  b e fo re  the  
H ouse  o f  L o rd s  C o m m u n ic a tio n s  C o m m itte e , I  q u e s tio n e d  th e  s ta tis tics  
y o u  used to  m ake  fa ls e  a lle g a tio n s  ag a in s t th e  P C C  in  y o u r b o o k , “ F la t 
E a rth  N e w s” . L e t m e e x p la in  in  d e ta il w h y  y o u  g o t i t  so w ro n g .

I t  is  fa lse  th a t th e  P C C  “ re fu se d  to  c o n s id e r ru lin g  o n  25 ,457  
c o m p la in ts ”  o v e r th e  la s t te n  years. A m o n g  o th e r th in g s , y o u  fa ile d  to  
take  in to  a cco u n t th e  num e ro u s  ru lin g s  o f  the  P C C  w h ic h  are n o t 
p u b lish e d . W e  issue  o v e r a th o u sa n d  ru lin g s  e ve ry  y e a r, m a n y  o f  w h ic h  
do  n o t appear o n  o u r w e b s ite  o r becom e o th e rw is e  p u b lic . T h is  is  
because som e p e o p le  ask fo r  no  p u b lic ity , and som e cases ra ise  no 
issues o f  p o lic y  o r  p re ce d e n t th a t re q u ire  p u b lic  v e n tila tio n . W e  use o u r 
p u b lis h e d  ru lin g s  to  set s tandards fo r  the  in d u s try ; th e y  w o u ld  be  less 
m e a n in g fu l i f  th e y  w e re  a cco m p a n ie d  b y  a h o s t o f  o th e r cases th a t do 
n o t ra ise  such  issues.
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H a d  y o u  b o th e re d  to  ch e ck  th is  w ith  us f ir s t  -  and w e  w o u ld  have  been 
v e ry  h a p p y  to  co -o p e ra te  — y o u  m ig h t h ave  a v o id e d  th is  sch o o lb o y  
h o w le r.

T he  m is ta k e  y o u  seem  to  have  m ade is  to  co u n t th e  to ta l n u m b e r o f  
c o m p la in ts  and  s u b tra c t th e  p u b lis h e d  ru lin g s . T h is  in e v ita b ly  p roduces 
a w ild ly  in a c c u ra te  fig u re . T h e  re a lity  is  q u ite  d iffe re n t. T a ke  2007 . W e 
re ce ive d  4 ,3 2 0  c o m p la in ts . W e  issu e d  1227 ru lin g s . A ro u n d  h a lf  o f  the  
la tte r w e re  n o t p u b lis h e d . So, w e  ru le d  o n  a p p ro x im a te ly  25%  o f
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c o m p la in ts  re c e iv e d , and 56%  o f  those th a t the  c o m p la in a n t pursued 
fo rm a lly .

W e  d is a llo w e d  la s t y e a r o n ly  th e  fo llo w in g  ca tegories o f  c o m p la in t:

115 because th e y  w e re  a b o u t taste  and decency, i.e . o u ts id e  th e  re m it o f  
the  C ode o f  P ra c tice . 619  because th e y  fe ll u nd e r a n o th e r re g u la to r e.g. 
c o m p la in ts  a b o u t a d v e rtis in g  o r th e  B B C  (b u t w e  w ro te  to  th e  re le va n t 
o rg a n isa tio n s  on  th e  c o m p la in a n ts ’ b e h a lf). 199 because th e y  w e re  fro m  
unco n n e cte d  th ird  p a rtie s  (b u t these w e re  f ir s t  co n s id e re d  fu lly  b y  the 
C o m m is s io n  to  see w h e th e r i t  c o u ld  reach  a d e c is io n  w ith o u t the 
in v o lv e m e n t o f  th e  f ir s t  p a rty . O n  som e occasions i t  w i l l  c o n ta c t the 
f ir s t  p a rty  to  s o lic it  a c o m p la in t).

L e t m e be v e ry  c le a r. A n y  c o m p la in t m ade un d e r th e  P C C ’ s C ode o f  
P ra c tic e  is  fu lly  c o n s id e re d  b y  th e  C o m m iss io n . T he  o n ly  poss ib le  
e xce p tio n s  are w h e re  th e  c o m p la in a n t decides n o t to  p ro ce e d  fu rth e r; o r 
w h e re  th e  c o m p la in t is  m ade m o re  than  tw o  m on ths a fte r p u b lic a tio n . 
E ve n  then , i f  th e re  are  g o o d  reasons fo r  d e la y , th e  C o m m is s io n  w ill 
in v e s tig a te  th e  c o m p la in t. In  2 0 0 7  o n ly  17 c o m p la in ts  w e re  d is a llo w e d  
fo r  reasons o f  d e la y .

H o w  iro n ic a l th a t y o u r fa ilu re  to  check th e  fac ts  and re sp e c t one o f  the  
e le m e n ta ry  ru le s  o f  g o o d  re p o rtin g  sh o u ld  g iv e  y o u  a p la c e  o f  h o n o u r, i f  
th a t is  the  r ig h t w o rd , a t th e  F la t E a rth  S choo l o f  J o u rn a lis m .

Y o u rs  s in c e re ly

D ic ta te d  b y  S ir  C h r is to p h e r  M e y e r  
a n d  s ig n e d  in  h is  a b se n ce
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