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PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION

From the Director

John Stables Esq 
Senior M ultim edia Executive 
C ontent & Standards 
R iverside H ouse 
2a Southw ark B ridge R oad 
L ondon S E l 9H A 5* February 2007
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1 thought 1 w ould  bring  you  up  to  date w ith  the  curren t position  on  the P C C ’s rem it 
in  relation to  audio-visual editorial in form ation  on  new spaper and m agazine 
w ebsites.

W hen w e m et last A ugust, I said tha t the press had  taken  the decision in  principle 
that the  term s o f  the C ode -would apply  to  such m aterial, provid ing  that various 
m atters could be agreed. T his essentially  boiled  do-wn to  defin ing the rem it, given 
that there  w ould  inevitab ly  be som e grey  areas concerning the  extent o f  editorial 
responsibility, and given th e  need not to  intrude into any O fcom  territory.

The resu lt is a  note, w hich  I have enclosed, w hich  clarifies how  the P C C ’s rem it 
and the  C ode o f  Practice w ill apply to  editorial audio-visual m aterial. W e have in 
fact already adjudicated on  a  com plaint about privacy  in trusion  involv ing  audio 
m aterial on  the  N ew s o f  the  W orld’s w ebsite. This should  be published soon.

C H A IR M A N

Sir Christopher Meyer
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Tim Toulmin

W e are now  going to  host a  series o f  tra in ing  events for online jou rnalis ts  to  ensure 
that they  are fam iliar -with the  C om m ission’s in terpretation o f  the Code.

I am  grateful to  you  for your support on  th is subject. P lease do let m e know  i f  you 
have any queries.

W ith k ind regards.

T im  T oulm in

H alton  H ouse ,  2 0 / 2 3  H olborn ,  London EC1N 2JD
T; 020 7831 0022 F: 020 7831 0025 E: complaints@pcc,org.uk 
Textphone for deaf or hard of hearing: 020 7831 0123 
w w w .p c c .o r g .u k

M O D I 00042491

http://www.pcc.org.uk
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From the Director

Tim  Suter Esq
Partner, Contents &  Standards 
O fcom
R iverside H ouse 
2a Southw ark B ridge R oad 
L ondon S E l 9HA 5* February 2007

I thought I w ould  b ring  you  up to  date w ith  the curren t position  on  the P C C ’s rem it 
in  relation to  audio-visual editorial in form ation  on  new spaper and m agazine 
websites.

W hen w e m et last A ugust, I said that the press had  taken  the decision in  principle 
that the term s o f  the  C ode w ould  apply to  such m aterial, providing th a t various 
m atters could  be agreed. T his essentially boiled  dow n to defining the  rem it, given 
that there w ould  inevitab ly  be some grey areas concerning the  extent o f  editorial 
responsibility , and given the  need not to  in trude in to  any O fcom  territory.

The result is a  note, w hich  I have enclosed, w hich  clarifies how  the P C C ’s rem it 
and the C ode o f  Practice w ill apply to  editorial audio-visual m aterial. W e have in  
fact already adjudicated  on  a  com plaint about privacy  intrusion involv ing  audio 
m aterial on  the N ew s o f  the  W orld’s w ebsite. T his should  be published soon.

W e are now  going to host a  series o f  tra in ing  events for online journalists  to  ensure 
that they  are fam iliar w ith th e  C om m ission’s in terpretation o f  the Code.

I am  grateful to  you  for your support on  th is subject. P lease do let m e know  i f  you 
have any queries.

W ith k ind regards.

v /

C H A IR M A N

Sir Christopher Meyer

M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  
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D on Foster Esq M P 
Shadow  Secretary o f  State for 

Culture, M edia and Sport 
H ouse o f  Com m ons 
L ondon 
S W IA  OAA 5**’ February 2007

Extension of PCC remit

I thought you m ight like to  hear about an  im portant developm ent in  relation to  the 
w ork  o f  the  Press C om plaints Com m ission.

A s you  know , developm ents in  technology have seen new spaper and m agazines 
dissem inating editorial inform ation through a  variety o f  different formats. 
Increasingly  th is includes m oving  pictures and sound on their w ebsites. There has 
been  a  lo t o f  thought abou t w hat th is m eans for content regulation. W ithout any 
external pressure, the industry  — in consultation w ith  the C om m ission -  has decided 
to  ex tend  the P C C ’s rem it to  include such m aterial. This is obviously a  significant 
step, particularly  in  light o f  the  inevitability  o f  fixrther developm ents. It m eans that 
the C ode’s requirem ents on accuracy, privacy  and new sgathering w ill apply 
uniform ly  to online editorial inform ation, subject to  tw o criteria.

It also m eans, as 1 understand  it, that there is now  greater regulation for new spaper 
and m agazine w ebsites th an  exists for all o ther new s providers. This should be seen 
not ju s t  as a  responsible step on  the part o f  the industry, bu t also as a  reassurance to 
consum ers that in form ation  online m eets particular standards, and that they can 
com plain  about it i f  necessary. 1 am  enclosing a  note w hich outlines the new  rem it 
in  greater detail.

I f  you w ould  like any further inform ation, p lease do not hesitate to  let m e know. 

W ith  k ind  regards.

T im  T oulm in

H alton  H ouse ,  2 0 /2 3  H olborn ,  London EC1N 2JD
T: 020 7831 0022 F: 020 7831 0025 E: complaints@pcc.org.uk 
Textphone for deaf or hard of hearing: 020 7831 0123 
w w w .p c c .o r g .u k
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From the Director

H ugo Sw ire Esq M P 
S hadow  Secretary  o f  S tate for 

C ulture, M edia  and  Sport 
H ouse  o f  C om m ons 
L ondon  
S W IA  OAA 5*̂  February 2007

Extension of PCC remit

I th o ugh t you m ight like to  hear about an  im portant developm ent in  relation  to  the 
w ork  o f  the  Press C om plain ts Com m ission.

A s y o u  know , developm ents in  technology have seen  new spaper and m agazines 
d issem inating  editorial in form ation  through a  va rie ty  o f  different form ats. 
Increasing ly  th is includes m oving  pictures and sound o n  their w ebsites. There has 
been  a  lo t o f  thought abou t w hat this m eans fo r co n ten t regulation. W ithout any 
ex ternal pressure, the industry  -  in  consultation w ith  th e  Com m ission -  has decided 
to  ex tend  the P C C ’s rem it to  include such m aterial. T h is  is obviously a  significant 
step, particu larly  in  light o f  the inevitability  o f  further developm ents. It m eans that 
the  C o d e’s requirem ents on  accuracy, privacy  and  new sgathering w ill apply 
un ifo rm ly  to  online ed ito ria l inform ation, subject to  tw o  criteria.

It a lso m eans, as I understand  it, that there is now  g rea te r regulation for new spaper 
and m agazine w ebsites than  exists for all o ther new s providers. T his should be seen 
n o t ju s t  as a  responsib le step  on  the part o f  the industry , b u t also as a  reassurance to 
consum ers that in fo rm ation  online m eets particular standards, and that they can 
com plain  about it i f  necessary . I am  enclosing a  no te  w h ich  outlines the new  remit 
in  greater detail.

I f  you  w ould  like any fu rther inform ation, please do n o t hesitate to  let m e know.

C H A IR M A N

Sir Christopher Meyer

M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  
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Paul Dacre
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W ith k ind  regards.

T im  T oulm in

H alton  H o u se ,  2 0 /2 3  H olborn ,  L ondon EC1N 2JD
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