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Inevitably, I’m afraid, another note about some of the most obvious inaccuracies from 
members of the Committee in the evidence session yesterday.

1. “Proactivity”

Mr Bryant alleged -  astonishingly -  that Sir Christopher’s reference to the PCC’s actions 
in places like Dunblane, Soham, Omagh, Paddington and others was “the first the 
Committee had heard” of such proactivity.

Point one, as Sir Christopher Meyer made clear all this information is in our Submission 
which 1 assume Mr Bryant has read. If not he should turn to pages 38-40.

Point two, both Les Hinton and 1 did in fact mention such examples during our evidence 
session at which Mr Bryant was present. 1 quote from your record:

G uy B la c k :
D isasters, w h e th er  a t a  loca l o r  n a tiona l level, do a ttrac t large am oun ts o f  m edia  
attention. A t  the tim e o f  the P add ing ton  ra il disaster, fo r  instance, we h a d  specia l leaflets  
p r in te d  w h ich  W estm inster C ouncil a n d  R ea d in g  C ouncil a n d  so  fo r th  co u ld  g ive ou t 
explaining how people could deal with the press, the numbers they could ring to get a 
certa in  a m o u n t o f  expert advice a b o u t it, a n d  a s  th is w ar g o es  on  we w ill be m aking  sure  
th a t a ll those  w ho m ig h t be p u t  in a  terrib le  situa tion  o f  h a v in g  lo st som ebody do know  
th a t there is  so m eb o d y  to  tu rn  to, a n d  th a t is the so rt o f  p ro a c tiv ity  w h ich  I  p la c e  grea t 
sto re  by.

L e s  H in to n :
W hen there have  in the p a s t  been  m a jor d isasters - the D unblane sh o o tin g  is one - 
th rough  the  a u sp ices  a n d  g o o d  o ffices o f  the P ress  C om pla in ts C om m ission  the p re ss  has
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-willingly a n d  instan tly  -withdrawn fr o m  those areas to a vo id  the in trusion  th a t y o u  are so  
co n cern ed  about. I t  is in teresting  too to sa y  th a t -we are able, because o f  the m anner in  
w hich  the C ode is co m m u n ica ted  to  ed ito rs a n d  the  w ay in  w h ich  re la tions betw een  the  
P C C  a n d  ed itors exists, to achieve tha t in  a  w ay tha t broadcasters have so  f a r  been  
unable to do.

Secondly on this issue, Mr Bryant falsely claimed that the only example of proactivity 
raised by the PCC in its evidence session related to Prince William. Prince William was 
not mentioned during our evidence session, as a search of the minutes will prove.

1 suppose it is a forlorn hope to think that Mr Bryant might like to correct these points on 
the record.

2. Appointments procedures

By far the most damaging inaccuracy at the meeting was the false allegation by Mr 
Kaufman that Vivien Hepworth had said that she was only on the Commission because 1 
had asked her to. This is totally false. Again 1 quote from the Committee’s own transcript 
of the session which makes the point crystal clear:

V ivien  H ep w o rth
I  w as a sked  b y  M r  G uy Black, w hom  I  have know n  fo r  m any  years, w hether I  h a d  an  
in terest in the P C C , a n d  I  s a id  yes, I  did. A  lo n g  tim e later, s ix  o r  n ine m onths la ter - I  
ca n n o t rem em ber h o w  lo n g  - 1 w as a sked  to su b m it a  CV, a n d  it w as m ade p er fec tly  clear  
to  m e th a t m y  C V  w a s one o f  a  num ber. I  w as ca lled  to an  in terview  w ith  the then  
C hairm an o f  the PCC, L o r d  W akeham, a n d  I  w as in terview ed  b y  him. I t  w as rep ea ted  to 
m e a t tha t p o in t  th a t I  w as a  candidate. There is an  independen t appo in tm ents group, 
quite  separate, w ith  a  la y  m ajority, a n d  they  take a  view. Subsequently, I  w as in v ited  to 

jo in  it. T h a t is  how  it happened. C an I  m ake one extra  p o in t?  I  sh o u ld  say, I  w a s to ld  
th a t one o f  the reasons they w ere in terested  in  m e w as because they have a  p a r ticu la r  
in terest in a rea s like the N H S.

There can be no suggestion, therefore, that Ms Hepworth is only a member of the PCC 
“because 1 asked her.” I am the Secretary of the Appointments Commission and 
responsible for -  among other things -  finding out whether people are interested in 
membership before the independent Appointments Commission considers matters. It is 
that Commission which decides, not me or anyone else. This is a straightforward, simple 
and transparent process -  and Mr Kaufrnan was quite wrong mischievously to allege 
otherwise.

Finally, on one minor point Mr Wyatt claimed, if 1 recall rightly, that the Mail on Sunday 
has more complaints than any other newspaper. This is incorrect. 1 am sure the Mail on 
Sunday will take this point up separately.
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I hope this is helpful. Perhaps you could -  as always -  ensure that it is placed on the 
record.
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