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Sim on W alker E sq  
Director o f  Corporate A ffairs  
Reuters Ltd
The Reuters B u ild in g , South  C olonnade  
Canary W harf 
London E 14  SEP 26  April 2007

I w anted to  let y ou  k n o w  about an im portant conference that the Press Com plaints 
C om m ission  (PC C ) w ill  b e  h o ld in g  later this year. T he U K  is fortunate to  be hosting this 
year’s m eetin g  o f  the A llia n ce  o f  Independent Press C ou n cils o f  E urope, a b o d y  o f  w hich  the 
PCC w as a fou n d in g  m em ber. T he h ost press cou n cil -  the PCC in  this case  -  is  norm ally  
responsible for obtain ing sponsorsh ip  for the event.

Chairm en and c h ie f  ex ecu tiv es  from  around 25  different m edia cou n cils w ill be present -  
from  Iceland in  the W est to  R u ssia  in  the East. The m eetin g  norm ally  attracts a good deal o f  
publicity for its  debates o n  privacy , freedom  o f  exp ression  and the relationship betw een  the 
m edia and legislators. P revious speakers at the conference have included  the Prim e M inister  
o f  Luxem bourg, the E uropean C om m issioner for Inform ation S ociety , V iv ian e Reding, and 
the European Court o f  Justice Judge Professor G iuseppe M ifsud B on n ic i.

This year, the m eetin g  is b e in g  h eld  in  Edinburgh betw een  20 -21  Septem ber. The First 
M inister has b een  in v ited  to  op en  it.

There are still on e  or tw o  sponsorsh ip  opportunities left, although w e  are delighted  that The 
Scotsm an and the O pen  S o c ie ty  Foundation -  the L ondon  o ffice  o f  the Soros Foundation -  
have already p led ged  their support. I thought that R euters m ight be interested in  sponsoring  
places for som e o f  the d elegates. The d a ily  rate per d elegate  is £ 4 7 , w h ich  w ou ld  cover room  
hire, a b riefing pack  and th e d ay ’s su b sisten ce costs. The conference is  for tw o  days and w e  
are exp ectin g  around 5 0  d elegates.
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G iven  that th is is an international conference o f  m ed ia  cou n cils w e  thought that Reuters 
w ou ld  b e  an id ea  partner. W e w ou ld , o f  course, b e  deligh ted  to  publish  the Reuters logo  on  
relevant literature about th e con feren ce and w ou ld  in vite  y ou  and a gu est to the form al dinner 
on  2 0 *  Septem ber to  w h ich  S cottish  politicians and industry figures w ill  be invited. I am  
en closin g  further details about the conference w h ich  I h ope you w ill find to  b e  o f  interest. I 
look  forward to  hearing from  you.

W ith kind regards.
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