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PRESS COMPLAINTS CO M M ISS IO N
I

F rom  the C hairm an m  m-

T im  B o w d le r  E s q  C B E  
C h ie f  E x e c u t iv e  
J o h n s to n  P r e s s  p ic  
5 3  M a n o r  P la c e  
E d in b u r g h  E H 3  7 E G 20^*' M a r c h  2 0 0 7

T h e  U K  is  fo r tu n a te  to  b e  h o s t in g  th is  y e a r ’s  a n n u a l m e e t in g  o f  th e  A ll ia n c e  o f  
In d e p e n d e n t  P r e s s  C o u n c ils  o f  E u r o p e , a  b o d y  o f  w h i c h  the P C C  w a s  a  fo im d in g  
m e m b e r . T h e  h o s t  p r e s s  c o u n c il  -  th e  P C C  in  th is  c a s e  -  is  n o r m a lly  r e s p o n s ib le  
fo r  o b ta in in g  sp o n s o r s h ip  fo r  th e  e v e n t .

C h a ir m e n  an d  c h i e f  e x e c u t iv e s  fr o m  a ro u n d  2 5  d if f e r e n t  m e d ia  c o u n c ils  w i l l  b e  
p r e se n t  — fr o m  Ic e la n d  in  th e  W e s t  to  R u s s ia  in  th e  E a s t . T h e  m e e t in g  n o r m a lly  
attracts a  g o o d  d e a l o f  p u b l ic i t y  fo r  it s  d e b a te s  o n  p r iv a c y , fr e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s io n  
a n d  th e  r e la t io n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  m e d ia  a n d  le g is la t o r s .  P r e v io u s  sp e a k e r s  at th e  
c o n fe r e n c e  h a v e  in c lu d e d  th e  P r im e  M in is te r  o f  L u x e m b o u r g , th e  E u ro p ea n  
C o m m is s io n e r  fo r  I n fo r m a tio n  S o c ie t y ,  V iv ia n e  R e d in g ,  a n d  E u r o p e a n  C o u rt o f  
J u st ic e  ju d g e  P r o fe s s o r  G iu s e p p e  M if s u d  B o n n ic i .

T h is  y e a r , th e  m e e t in g  i s  b e in g  h e ld  in  E d in b u r g h  b e t w e e n  1 9 -2 1  S e p te m b e r . T h e  
F ir st M in is te r  h a s  b e e n  in v it e d  t o  o p e n  it . T h ere  i s  a  d in n e r  o n  20**’ S e p te m b e r  a t th e  
S ig n e t  L ib ra ry , to  w h ic h  p o lit ic ia n s  a n d  n e w s p a p e r  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  w i l l  b e  in v ite d .

I a m  w r it in g  to  in v ite  th e  S c o ts m a n  to  sp o n so r  th e  d in n er , g iv e n  it s  s ta tu s  as  
S c o t la n d ’s  n a tio n a l n e w s p a p e r . W e  w o u ld  e x p e c t  a b o u t  80  p e o p le  to  a tten d , a n d  it  
w o u ld  b e  s e n s ib le  to  a l lo w  a b o u t £ 9 0  p e r  h e a d  in c lu d in g  r o o m  h ire , f o o d ,  d r in k s  
a n d  d e c o r a tio n . I a m  e n c lo s in g  fu rth er  d e ta ils  a b o u t t h e  c o n fe r e n c e . It w o u ld  b e  
e x c e l le n t  i f  th e  p a p e r  c o u ld  s p o n s o r  th is  e v e n t . 1 lo o k  fo r w a r d  to  h e a r in g  fr o m  y o u .

W ith  k in d  r e g a rd s .
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Outline
In S ep tem b er  2 0 0 7 , th e  A n n u a l G eneral M e e tin g  o f  th e A llia n c e  o f  In d ep en d en t P ress  
C o u n c ils  o f  E u rop e (A IP C E ) w ill  b e  h e ld  in E d in b u rgh . T h is  is  a h ig h -p r o file  2  d a y  e v e n t  
w h ic h  w ill  b ring  to g e th e r  se n io r  rep resen ta tives fro m  P ress  C o u n c ils  and m e d ia  b o d ie s  
a cro ss  E u rop e in an e x c it in g  foru m  d eb atin g  im portant is su e s  around  th e  p ress , m e d ia  
reg u la tio n  and freed o m  o f  e x p r e ss io n . T here w ill  b e  a p p ro x im a te ly  4 0  d e le g a te s  in  to ta l, 
th e  v a st m ajority  o f  w h o m  w il l  b e  D irectors o r  o th er  se n io r  rep resen ta tives o f  th e ir  
r e sp e c tiv e  P ress C o u n c ils .

Background to the conference
A IP C E  is a lo o se -k n it  grou p  c o n s is t in g  o f  P ress  C o u n c ils  an d  P ress  C o m p la in ts  
C o m m iss io n s  from  c o u n tr ie s  th rou gh ou t E u rop e, w h ic h  b r in g s to g e th e r  rep resen ta tives o f  
p ress  o w n e r s , jo u rn a lis ts  and th e  p u b lic  to  e x a m in e  co m p la in ts  a g a in st th e  m e d ia  on  
b e h a lf  o f  th e  p u b lic , an d  to  d e fen d  p ress  freed o m . A lP C E ’s prim ary ro le  is to  fa c ilita te  
n etw o rk in g  b e tw een  C o u n c ils , e n a b lin g  cross-cu ltu ra l co o p era tio n  and th e  e x c h a n g e  o f  
n e w  id ea s  and b est p ra ctice .

A l l  arran gem en ts for th is  A G M  (in c lu d in g  sp o n so rsh ip ) are b e in g  h an d led  b y  th e  U K ’s 
P ress  C o m p la in ts  C o m m iss io n  (P C C ), w h ic h  w i l l  co o rd in a te  th e A G M  o n  b e h a lf  o f  
A IP C E . T h is  w il l  b e  th e  first t im e  in A lP C E ’s h isto ry  that th e  A G M  h as b een  h e ld  in  th e  
U K .

Plans for the conference
T h e  A G M  w ill  be h e ld  b e tw e e n  T h u rsd ay  20'*’ and F riday  2 U ' S ep tem b er  2 0 0 7  at th e  
R a d isso n  S A S  H o te l in  th e  heart o f  E d in b u rgh ’s R o y a l M ile . Jack  M c C o n n e ll, F irst 
M in ister  o f  S co tla n d , h a s b e e n  ap p roach ed  to  m a k e  th e  o p e n in g  rem arks at th e  
c o n fe r e n c e , and w e  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  p o s it iv e  in d ica tio n s from  h is  o f f ic e  that h e  w ill  be  
a v a ila b le  to  d o  th is . C o n firm a tio n  w i l l  b e  so u g h t sh ortly .

W h ils t  th e  s p e c if ic s  o f  th e  c o n fe r e n c e  p rogram m e are y e t  to  b e  f in a lise d , th e  A G M  w ill  
f o l lo w  a sim ilar  form at to  th at o f  p re v io u s  y ea rs . E a ch  p artic ip a tin g  cou n try  w i l l  p resen t a 
b r ie f  report o f  th eir  C o u n c il’s  a c t iv it ie s  to  up d ate  d e le g a te s  o n  n e w s  from  th rou gh ou t th e  
A llia n c e . T o p ic s  lik e ly  to  b e  d isc u sse d  in c lu d e  th e  im p act o f  th e  in ternet and o n lin e  
jo u rn a lism  o n  p ress reg u la tio n , and h o w  b est to  d e v e lo p  se lf-su sta in a b ility  in u n d er­
d e v e lo p e d  P ress  C o u n c ils  in E astern  E u rop e. A  num b er o f  d eta iled  c a se  s tu d ie s  o f  th e  
v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  co m p la in ts  d ea lt w ith  b y  C o u n c ils  d u rin g  2 0 0 6  w ill  a lso  b e  d isc u sse d .

In lin e  w ith  p rev io u s  A IP C E  c o n fe r e n c e s , th e  d ay  im m e d ia te ly  a fter th e  c lo s e  o f  form al 
p r o c e e d in g s  (S atu rd ay 22"‘* S ep tem b er) w il l  b e  d ed ica ted  to  a llo w in g  d e le g a te s  to  
e x p e r ie n c e  so m e th in g  o f  th e  cu ltu re o f  th e  h o st  c o u n tiy  b e fo re  th e y  depart. D e ta ils  are 
s t ill  b e in g  co n firm ed  fo r  th is , b u t th e  d ay  w il l  lik e ly  in c lu d e  a trip  to  E d inburgh  C a stle  
an d  a v is it  to  th e R o y a l Y a c h t B ritan n ia .

The dinner
T h e  d in n er w ill  b e  th e  m o st  h ig h -p r o file  part o f  th e  c o n fe r e n c e . H eld  on  T h u rsd ay  20 *̂’ 
S ep tem b er , it w il l  m ark  a  s ty lish  and p restig io u s  start to  p r o c e e d in g s . In ad d ition  to  th e  
A IP C E  d e le g a te s , g u e s ts  w il l  be d raw n  from  oth er  b a ck grou n d s w ith  an in terest in  m ed ia  
reg u la tio n , in c lu d in g  p o lit ic s , a c a d e m ia  and th e  la w . W e  a n tic ip a te  that th ere w ill  be  
a p p ro x im a te ly  9 0  g u e s ts  in  to ta l.

P ress  C o m p la in ts  C o m m iss io n  
H alton  H o u se  
2 0 /2 3  H o lb o m  
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