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I do not know  w hich  is m ore tedious: the snobbish  d isda in  o f  T V  reporters for prin t 
journalism ; o r their p lum b ignorance o f  the Press C om plain ts C om m ission  (PCC) 
and w hat it does. I am  afraid  bo th  characteristics w ere  on d isp lay  in your rem arks 
last w eek  to the  C hurches’ M ed ia  Conference.

It is no t m y jo b  to defend  new spapers. B ut you w ould  do w ell to look  at your ow n 
organisation’s w ebsite fo r 16* February  o f  this year, w h ere  B rendan  O ’N eill’s piece, 
“W hispering G am e” , gives the background  to the sto ry  o f  the paed ia trician , m istaken 
fo r a  paedophile, w hose p lace  w as “ sm ashed u p ” . C ontrary  to  w hat you  sa id  to the 
C hurches’ M edia C onference, there  appears to be  little evidence tha t th is 6-year-old 
incident ever happened.

A s to the PC C  (w hich  rep laced  T he Press Council), w e  have never been  busier or 
m ore successful in reso lv ing  hundreds o f  com plain ts  abou t new spapers and 
m agazines from  those w ith  a  leg itim ate  grievance, and a t  no cost. T he details are all 
on our w ebsite  for those w ho have an interest in  the reality , n o t the m ythology, o f  
self-regulation and the C ode o f  Practice.

T here  is lots o f  s tu ff  in the B ritish  p ress, w hich you  a n d  I personally  find  tasteless 
and offensive. B ut it is n o t m y  jo b  o r yours, still less a n y  regu la to r’s, to im pose our 
respective standards o f  taste  and decency  on everyone else. T hat is censorship.

I liked  your footballing  m etaphor. B u t you had th e  w ro n g  team s. I t is m ore  like last 
n ig h t’s gam e betw een E ngland  and Sw eden: robust, fearless, n o t alw ays p retty  to  
w atch, w ith a  good referee w ho knew  w hen to le t p lay  go  on and w hen to  curb the 
w orst excesses. T h a t’s the PC C  and the press.
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