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T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  le tte r  o f  17  A u g u s t .

T h e  m o s t  o b v io u s  g u id a n c e  to  th e  p r e ss  in  r e s p e c t  o f  d isa b le d  p e o p le  is  co n ta in e d  in  
C la u se  1 2  (D is c r im in a t io n )  o f  th e  C o d e , w h ic h  sta tes: “th e  p r e s s  m u st a v o id  
p r e ju d ic ia l o r  p e jo r a tiv e  r e fe r e n c e  to  a n  in d iv id u a P s .. .p h y s ic a l  o r  m e n ta l i l ln e s s  or  
d is a b il ity ” a n d  “d e ta ils  o f  an  in d iv id u a l’s . . .p h y s i c a l  or  m e n ta l i l ln e s s  or d isa b ility  
m u st b e  a v o id e d  u n le s s  g e n u in e ly  r e le v a n t  to  th e  story” .

T h e  u s e , th e r e fo r e , o f  a n y  e x p r e s s io n  to  re fe r  to  a  p e r so n ’s d isa b ility  th a t m ig h t  b e  
r e a so n a b ly  c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  p r e ju d ic ia l o r  p e jo r a tiv e  w o u ld  ra ise  a  b r e a c h  o f  th e  C o d e  
an d  b e  p r o sc r ib e d  b y  th e  P C C . F o r  th a t r e a so n , p erh a p s, th e  P C C  h a s  n o t  fo u n d  it  
n e c e s s a r y  to  p r o d u c e  a  g e n e r a l l is t  o f  te rm s, re la tin g  to  d isa b ility  as a  w h o le , w h ic h  
are to  b e  a v o id e d  b y  th e  p r e ss . I c a n  c e r ta in ly  s a y  that, in  m y  e x p e r ie n c e , b rea ch es o f  
th e  C o d e  in  th is  r e s p e c t  are v e r y  rare in d e e d .

H o w e v e r , o n e  area  w h ic h  h a s  c a u se d  c o n c e r n  in  th e  p a st re la ted  s p e c if ic a l ly  to  m en ta l 
h e a lth . In  1 9 9 7 , a s a  r e su lt , th e  P C C  p u b lish e d  a  g u id a n c e  n o te  ( e n c lo s e d ) ,  w h ic h  d id  
in d e e d  s e t  d o w n  e x p r e s s io n s  to  b e  a v o id e d  (“b a sk e t  c a s e ” an d  “n u tter” , fo r  e x a m p le )  
a s  w e l l  a s  c la r ify in g  a p p ro p r ia te  te r m in o lo g y  to  b e  u se d  in  d e sc r ib in g  p e o p le  d eta in ed  
u n d er  th e  M e n ta l H e a lth  A c t  1 9 8 3 .  W e  are in  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  a s s e s s in g  th e  im p a ct o f  
th is  n o te , b u t -  a n e c d o ta lly  -  it  a p p ea rs  to  h a v e  h a d  a  c o n s id e r a b le  e f f e c t  in  im p ro v in g  
th e  re p o r tin g  o f  m e n ta l h e a lth  m a tters .

I d o  h o p e  th is  is  h e lp fu l. P le a s e  f e e l  fr e e  to  c o n ta c t  m y  o f f ic e ,  i f  w e  ca n  b e  o f  a n y  
fu rth er  a s s is ta n c e .

W ith  k in d  reg a rd s.
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