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I  a m  w r itin g  to  th an k  y o u  for th e a ss is ta n c e  w h ic h  th e  C o m m iss io n  h a s  
p r o v id e d  in  re la tio n  to  m y  co n cern s  ab ou t th e  rep ortin g  o f  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  
th e  first draft g u id e lin e s  b y  th e  S e n te n c in g  G u id e lin es  C o u n cil.

I a m  p a rticu lar ly  g ra te fu l for th e  h e lp  o f  y o u r  secreta ry , M r. T o u lm in . H e  
resp o n d ed  ad m ira b ly  to  Ig o r  J u d g e ’s req u est for  h is  a ss is ta n ce .

W h ile  I r e c o g n ise d  that th ere w a s  n o  p ro sp ec t  o f  o b ta in in g  a  p er fec t so lu tio n , 
th a n k s to  th e  h e lp  th at th e  C o m m iss io n  p ro v id ed , w e  d id  a c h ie v e  an  o u tc o m e  
w h ic h  is  as g o o d  a s c o u ld  b e  h o p ed  for.

M y  c o n cern  w a s  w ith  th e  d a m a g e  that rep ortin g  o f  th is  nature ca n  c a u se  to  th e  
p u b lic ’s c o n f id e n c e  in  th e  J u stice  sy ste m . l  am  th ere fo re  r e lie v e d  th at in  th e  
c a s e  o f  e a c h  n e w sp a p er  w h ic h  w a s  g u ilty  o f  m isrep p rtin g , I h a v e  h ad  at lea st a  
q u a lif ie d  a d m iss io n  that th e rep ortin g  w a s  in accu rate  and  an a ssu ra n ce  that th e  
m isrep o r tin g  w il l  n o t  b e  repeated .

I b e l ie v e  it w a s  im p ortan t to  m a k e  c lear  that th e  J u d ic iary  and  m y s e lf , in  
p articu lar, w o u ld  n o t  ig n o re  in accu rate  rep ortin g  o f  th is  nature.

W ith  m y  thanks.

S ir C h ristop h er  M e y e r  
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