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I w as very  p leased  to see  that you  are to b e  the n ew  C om m issioner for Inform ation  
S o ciety  and the M edia. M any congratulations on your appointment.

I am  w riting to  see  w hether w e  m ight have a m eetin g  in the near future. In m y  role as 
chairm an o f  th e Press Com plaints C om m ission  -  the organisation w h ich  oversees the  
self-regulation  o f  newspapers arid m agazines in  the U nited  K ingdom  -  I have noticed  
that the num ber o f  European initiatives, w h ich  potentially  im pact on the regulation o f  
the m edia, seem s to b e  increasing. I b e liev e  it to  b e  enorm ously important that 
legislators and p o lic y  m akers are fu lly  aware o f  h o w  bodies lik e  the PCC fiinction and 
h o w  th ey  can deliver  h igh  professional standards in  journalism , w h ile  at the sam e tim e  
preserving freedom  o f  expression.

Previous D irectives have allow ed  M em ber States to rely  on self-regulation m echanism s 
lik e  ours to de liver  the required standards. I h op e that this can continue. I w ou ld  
w arm ly w e lco m e  the opportunity to talk all this through w ith  you  and your team. 
W ou ld  it b e  p o ssib le  to  arrange a m eeting before the end o f  this year or early next? M y  
o ffic e  w ill b e  in  touch w ith  yours in a few  days tim e.
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