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I  w as very grateful for your letters o f  23 M arch and 18 M ay about the PCC. I  have now  read 
the  outcom e o f  the G overnance R eview  and I  am  glad to  know that there are a considerable 
num ber o f ‘nuts and bolts’ recom m endations to  strengthen transparency, independence and 
accountability. I  im agine you are now  involved in deciding how  to  m ove this forward.

There are o f  course questions in my m ind w hich go som ew hat beyond the term s o f  reference 
o f  the  G overnance Review . They concern the  strength o f  the pow ers to  be proactive in 
investigations (hacking m ight be one exam ple); the  use  o f  financial sanctions and the 
resources available to  pursue th is use. I  entirely share th e  view  that self-regulation o f  the 
press is the best option but that requires the PC C  to  be fully equipped to  m eet tha t objective.

I  realise how  busy you are. I  w ould w elcom e taking up your kind offer o f  a general chat th is 
autum n, but perhaps it is easier on a m ore inform al basis, such as over tea  in the Lords. I  will 
ring  your office to  see w hat is possible.
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