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I  th o u g h t I  w o u ld  w r ite  to  y o u  b e fo re  th e  e n d  o f  y o u r in q u iry  in to  
p r iv a c y , lib e l a n d  p ress s ta n d a rd s  w ith  o ne  o r  tw o  e a r ly  th o u g h ts  th a t 
y o u  m ig h t f in d  re le v a n t. I  a m  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  p u b lic a tio n  o f  y o u r 
re p o rt, and  ca n  assure  y o u  th a t th e  P C C  w i l l  e xa m in e  any 
re c o m m e n d a tio n s  th a t y o u  m ig h t h a v e  fo r  u s  w ith  an o p e n  m in d .

T h e re  is  one  is su e  re la tin g  to  p r iv a c y  th a t c o n c e rn s  m e . O v e r th e  ye a rs , 
th e  P C C  has d e v e lo p e d  a c o m m o n  sense d o c tr in e  th a t says th a t -  w h ile  
e v e ry o n e  is  e n title d  to  p ro te c tio n  im d e r th e  C o d e  — som e p e o p le  m a y  
c o m p ro m is e  th e ir  a b ility  to  p ro te c t th e ir  p r iv a te  life  i f  th e y  d e lib e ra te ly  
re le a se  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e ir  p e rs o n a l liv e s  in to  th e  p u b lic  d o m a in . 
T h is  o fte n  in v o lv e s  fa m o u s  p e o p le  s e llin g  th e ir  o w n  p riv a te  
in fo rm a tio n , a n d  c re a tin g  a  p a r tic u la r  im a g e  a b o u t th e m se lve s  in  th e  
p ro ce ss  th ro u g h  th e  p re ss . T h e  P C C  has s a id  th a t, i f  p e o p le  b ehave  in  
su ch  a w a y , i t  m a y  b e  le ss  easy fo r  th e m  to  stop  o th e r p e o p le  fi*om  
ta lk in g  a b o u t s im ila r  m a tte rs  in  p u b lic . T h is  a ls o  o f  co u rse  p ro te c ts  th e  
r ig h ts  to  fi*eedom  o f  e x p re s s io n  o f  th ir d  p a rtie s  w h o  m a y  w is h  to  speak 
o u t i f  som eone  m is le a d s  th e  p u b lic  a b o u t th e ir  p r iv a te  life .
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O u r re se a rch  e a r lie r th is  y e a r sh o w e d  th a t a la rg e  m a jo r ity  -  7 0 %  - o f  
th e  p u b lic  agrees w ith  th is  a p p ro a ch .

I f  y o u r  C o m m itte e  a ls o  endo rses th is  p r in c ip le , I  w o n d e r i f  th e  re p o rt 
c o u ld  m a ke  c le a r th a t th e  G o v e rn m e n t a n d  o th e rs  s h o u ld  be  v ig ila n t 
a b o u t a n y  le g a l m o ve s  d e s ig n e d  to  g ra n t p e o p le  ‘ im a g e  r ig h ts ’ -  i.e . to  
a llo w  p e o p le  a le g a l r ig h t to  c o n tro l th e ir  o w n  p u b lic ity  b y  s u in g  p e o p le  
w h o  ta lk  a b o u t th e ir  p r iv a te  liv e s , e v e n  w h e n  th e  p e rso n  co n ce rn e d  
fre q u e n tly  s e lls  th e  sam e s o rt o f  in fo rm a tio n  o r even  crea tes a 
m is le a d in g  im p re s s io n  a b o u t th e ir  life .  I f  y o u  n e e d  a n y  m o re  
in fo rm a tio n  o n  th is  p o in t, p le a se  do  le t m e  k n o w .

In  g e n e ra l, I  th o u g h t y o u  s h o u ld  a lso  k n o w  th a t I  am  in  th e  p ro cess  o f  
re v ie w in g  th e  P C C  s tru c tu re s  a n d  p ro c e d u re s , and  w i l l  o f  co u rse  lo o k  
c a re fu lly  a t a n y th in g  y o u r c o m m itte e  has to  say o n  th is . O n  a 
p a r tic u la r ly  p o s itiv e  n o te , I  h a v e  to  say th a t I  h a v e  been  p le a s a n tly  
s u rp ris e d  a t th e  e x te n t to  w h ic h  th e  P C C  -  g iv e n  its  p r im a ry  ro le  as a 
c o m p la in ts  b o d y  -  has been  a b le  to  s tre tc h  its  re m it a nd  be  p ro a c tiv e , 
a nd  w o rk  b e h in d  th e  scenes to  re s to re  p e o p le ’ s p r iv a c y , in  w a ys  th a t are 
n o t a lw a y s  v e ry  w e ll a p p re c ia te d .

W ith  k in d  re g a rd s .
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