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PRESS COMPLAINTS CO M M ISSIO N

From  the Chairman

Our reference: 082150

Paul Napier Esq 
E d itor
Y orkshire Evening Post 
P O B o x  168 
W ellington Street 
Leeds LS I IR F 23 December 2008

I  w rite  further to the le tte r o f 15* December from  Stephen A bell, in  w hich he 
enclosed the Com m ission’ s decision on the com plaint from

 ̂ I  enclose another copy o f that decision fo r your m tbrm ation.

As you w ill see, the Commission expressed concern at the manner in  w hich you 
cooperated w ith  the PCC investigation. I  share that concern. W hile I  understand the 
reluctance to disclose m aterial at a po in t when legal action has not been ruled out, I 
must emphasise that this cannot be a reason fo r fa ilin g  to provide substantiating 
evidence to the PCC in  defence o f a com plaint under Clause 1 (Accuracy) o f the 
Code.

I t  was on ly because o f your eventual decision to o ffe r to run a correction that the 
com plaint was not upheld against you. The Commission was disappointed at the 
tim e taken fo r you to  respond to its  offices in  the resolution o f this complaint.

I  w ould  be g ra te ftil i f  you could take o ii board th is  po in t fo r future.

W ith  k ind  regards.
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