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T h e  C o m m is s io n  w o u ld  l ik e  to  r e m in d  e d ito r s  to  e n su r e  th a t th e ir  s t a f f  are  a w a r e  o f  th e  term s  
o f  th e  M e n ta l H e a lth  A e t  1 9 8 3  (a n d  its  S e o t t is h  e q u iv a le n ts :  th e  M e n ta l H e a lth  (C a r e  an d  
tr e a tm e n t)  ( S c o t la n d )  A c t  2 0 0 3  a n d  th e  C r im in a l P r o c e d u r e  (S c o t la n d )  A c t  1 9 9 5 , a s  a m e n d e d  
b y  th e  M e n ta l H e a lth  (C a r e  a n d  T r e a tm e n t)  ( S c o t la n d )  A c t  2 0 0 3 )  a n d  to  ta k e  c a r e  n o t  to  
d e s c r ib e  th o s e  w h o  a re  m e n ta l ly  i l l  in  a  w a y  w h ic h  m ig h t  r a is e  a  p o te n t ia l b r e a c h  o f  th e  C o d e  
o f  P r a c t ic e , p a r t ic u la r ly  C la u s e  1 (A c c u r a c y )  a n d  C la u s e  12  (D is c r im in a t io n ) .

T e r m in o lo g y  i s  im p o r ta n t. P e o p le  are  d e ta in e d  u n d e r  th e  M e n ta l H e a lth  A c t  1 9 8 3  in  
" h o sp ita ls"  a n d  n o t  " p rison s" , a n d  are  "p atien ts"  n o t  " p rison ers" . U n d e r  th e  te r m s o f  th e  A c t ,  
th e  w o r d s  "jail" , " cell"  a n d  " cage"  are  in a c c u r a te  w h e n  r e fe r r in g  to  th e ir  a c c o m m o d a t io n .

T h e  fo u r  h ig h  s e c u r ity  h o s p ita ls  -  A s h w o r th , R a m p to n , B r o a d m o o r  a n d  th e  S ta te  H o s p ita l  at  
C a rsta ir s  -  p r o v id e  c a r e  a n d  tr e a tm e n t in  c o n d it io n s  o f  s e c u r ity . T h e ir  n u r s in g  s t a f f  s e r v e  in  a  
n u r s in g  c a p a c ity  a n d  are  n o t  p r iso n  o f f ic e r s ,  a lth o u g h  part o f  th e ir  fu n c t io n  is  to  m a in ta in  
se c u r ity . T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  d e ta in e d  u n d e r  th e  A c t  f o l lo w in g  c o n v ic t io n  fo r  v io le n t  
o f f e n c e s  are in  n e e d  o f  tr e a tm e n t a n d  h a v e  th e  s a m e  e n t it le m e n ts  u n d e r  th e  P a tien t's  C h arter  
a s  o th e r  p a t ie n ts  in  th e  N H S .

In  s o m e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  e p ith e ts  su c h  a s , b u t  n o t  l im ite d  to , " b ask et c a se " , "nutter", an d  
" sc h iz o "  m a y  r a is e  a  b r e a c h  o f  C la u s e  1 2  o f  th e  C o d e  o f  P r a c t ic e  in  d is c r im in a t in g  a g a in s t  
in d iv id u a ls  w h o  a r e  m e n ta l ly  i l l  -  w h e th e r  d e ta in e d  o r  n o t  -  o r  a  b r e a c h  o f  C la u s e  1 
(A c c u r a c y ) . N o t  o n ly  c a n  s u c h  la n g u a g e  c a u s e  d is tr e s s  to  p a tie n ts  a n d  th e ir  fa m il ie s ,  b y  
in te r fe r in g  d e tr im e n ta lly  w ith  th e ir  c a r e  a n d  tr e a tm e n t, it  c a n  a ls o  c r e a te  a  c l im a te  o f  p u b lic  
fe a r  o r  r e je c tio n .

J o i im a lis t s  a n d  e d ito r s  w h o  r e q u ir e  fu rth er  in fo r m a tio n  o n  m a tters  r e la t in g  to  m e n ta l i l ln e s s  
m ig h t  l ik e  to  c o n ta c t  r e le v a n t  o r g a n is a t io n s  s u c h  a s  M in d , S a n e , S e e  M e  a n d  R e th in k . C o n ta c t  
d e ta ils  a re  b e lo w .

Mind - T: 020 8522 1743 or 07850 788 514 E: press@mind.Qrg.uk 
W; www.mind.org.uk A: 15-19 Broadway, London E15 4BQ

Rethink - T: 0845 456 0455 E; media@rethink.org 
W: www.rethink.org
A: 5th Floor, Royal London House, 22-25 Finsbury Square, London, EC2A IDX

Sane - T: 0207 422 5556 E: mediarelations@saneline.org 
W: www.sane.org.uk
A: 1st floor, Cityside House, 40 Adler Street, London El lEE

See Me - T: 0131624 8945 E 
W: www.seemescotland.org 
A: 9-13 Maritime Street, Edinburgh EH6 6SB

Royal College of Psychiatrists - T;020 7235 2351E: t 
W:www.rcpsvch.ac.uk
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A: National Headquarters, 17 Belgrave Square, London SWIX SPG

Samaritans - T: 08457 909090 E:
W: www.samaritans.org 
A: The Upper Mill, Kingston Road, Ewell, Surrey KT172AF

11

MODI 00039020

http://www.samaritans.org

