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P R E S S  C O M P L A I N T S  C O M M I S S I O N

tJi
T h e  M in u te s  o f  th e  1 7 4  O r d in a r y  M e e t in g  o f  

T h e  P r e s s  C o m p la in ts  C o m m is s io n  L im ite d  h e ld  at 
H a lto n  H o u s e ,  2 0 /2 3  H o lb o m , L o n d o n  E C  I N  2 J D  o n

W e d n e s d a y  27**' O c to b e r  2 0 1 0

P resen t: B a r o n e s s  B u s c o m b e
M a tti A ld e r s o n  
J o h n  H o m e  R o b e r ts o n  
A n th o n y  L o n g d e n  
Ia n  M a c G r e g o r  
J o h n  M c L e lla n  
Ia n  N ic h o l  
L in d s a y  N ic h o ls o n  
E sth e r  R o b e r to n  
E v e  S a lo m o n  
S im o n  S a p p e r  
J u lie  S p e n c e  
Ia n  W a ld e n  
P e te r  W r ig h t

In  a tten d a n ce : S te p h e n  A b e l l

C h a ir m a n

D ir e c to r

T h e  f o l lo w in g  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  se c r e ta r ia t  a tte n d e d  th e  m e e t in g  a s  o b se r v e r s:  E liz a b e th  
C o b b e , J o n a th a n  C o lle t t ,  C h a r lo tte  D e w a r , W il l  G o r e , B e c k y  H a le s , A m b e r  M u n , S c o tt  
L a n g h a m , C a th e r in e  S p e lle r  a n d  B e n  M il lo y .

1. A p o lo g ie s

A p o lo g ie s  w e r e  r e c e iv e d  fr o m  S im o n  R c )m o ld s  a n d  T in a  W e a v e r .

2 . M in u te s

T h e  m in u te s  o f  th e  m e e t in g  h e ld  o n  8**' S e p te m b e r  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  a s  a  c o rrect  
r e c o r d  o f  th e  m e e t in g  a n d  fo r  p u b lic a t io n .
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M a tte r s  a r is in g

O n e  C o m m is s io n e r  a s k e d  w h e th e r  th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f  m in u te s  o f  P C C  m e e t in g s  
h a d  c a u s e d  s ig n if ic a n t  c o m m e n t  in  th e  m e d ia  a n d  o n lin e . T h e  D ir e c to r  sa id  th a t  
a  sm a ll  n u m b e r  o f  s to r ie s  h a d  a p p ea red .

C o m p la in ts

( i )  C o m p la in t  N o .  1 0 -4 0 5 3  A  w o m a n  v  D a i ly  M irro r

A fte r  d is c u s s io n  th e  C o m m is s io n  c a m e  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t th e r e  h a d  
b e e n  a  b r e a c h  o f  th e  C o d e  in  th is  c a s e  b u t  th a t th e  r e m e d ia l a c t io n  ta k en  
b y  th e  n e w s p a p e r  w a s  s u f f ic ie n t  to  r e m e d y  th a t b r e a c h . It a g r e e d  th e  
f o l lo w in g  a d ju d ic a tio n :

A  w om an  co m p la in ed  to  the P re ss  C om pla in ts C om m ission  th a t an  
a r tic le  h ea d lin ed  “The B a b y  W h isp erer” p u b lish e d  in the D a ily  M irro r  
on 11 A u g u st 2 0 1 0  w a s  in tru sive  in breach  o f  C lause 3  (P riva cy) a n d  
th a t sh e  h a d  been  id en tif ied  a s  a  con fiden tia l so u rce  in breach  o f  
C lau se 14  (C o n fid en tia l so u rces) o f  the E d i to r s ’ C ode o f  P ractice .

F o llo w in g  rem ed ia l action  b y  the n ew spaper, no fu r th e r  ac tion  w a s  
requ ired .

The a r tic le  w a s  a  fe a tu re  a b o u t an  a cu pu n ctu rist w ho  h a d  h elp ed  
w om en  w ith  fe r t i l i ty  p ro b lem s, in c lu d in g  the com plainant, to  have  
ch ildren , fo l lo w in g  a  m ed ia -a tten d ed  even t w hich  brou gh t the w om en  
togeth er. A  n u m ber o f  the w om en  (w ho w ere  p h o to g ra p h ed ) h a d  to ld  
th e ir  s to rie s . W hile the co m pla in an t h a d  been  h a p p y  to  sh a re  h er  
ex p erien ces w ith  a  fr e e la n c e  jo u rn a lis t  — a n d  b e  p h o to g ra p h ed  a t the  
even t -  sh e  h a d  sp ec if ic a lly  a sk ed  to  rem ain  anonym ous in an y  
p u b lis h e d  a rtic le . She s a id  sh e  h a d  been  in form ed  b y  the fre e la n c e  
p h o to g ra p h e r  th a t a  p h o to g ra p h  w o u ld  n o t b e  p u b lish e d  w ith o u t h er  
ex p lic it consen t. The n ew sp a p er  h a d  a g re e d  to  use a  p seu d o n ym  before  
p u b lic a tio n  b u t h a d  then p u b lish e d  h er  p h o to g ra p h .

The n e w sp a p er  s a id  th a t the co m pla in an t h a d  taken p a r t  in  an  
in te rv iew  w ith  a  fre e la n c e  Journalist, a s  w e ll  a s p o s in g  f o r  a  g ro u p  
p h o to g ra p h  (p u b lish ed  in a n o th er n ew sp a p er  in June) a n d  an  
in d iv id u a l shot. The B B C  h a d  a lso  b ro a d c a s t an  item  on the even t in 
w hich  th e  co m p la in a n t w a s  seen  briefly. In d ire c t con versa tion  w ith  its  
rep o rter , the co m pla in an t h a d  req u es ted  th a t h er id en tity  b e  w ithheld, 
b u t h a d  n o t m en tio n ed  the issu e  o f  the p h o to g ra p h  w hich  sh e  w a s  
a w a re  th a t the re p o r te r  h a d  seen. The p a p e r  w a s  u n aw are o f  any  
a ssu ra n ce  in r e g a r d  to  the p u b lic a tio n  o f  the p h o to g ra p h . A s  a  g estu re  
o f  g o o d w ill, the n ew sp a p er  rem o ve d  the im a g e  fro m  its  w eb s ite  a n d  
g a v e  an  a ssu ra n ce  th a t i t  w o u ld  n o t b e  repu blish ed . I t  a lso  o ffered  to
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se n d  a  p r iv a te  a p o lo g y  to  the com plainan t. W hile sh e  w e lco m ed  this, 
sh e  w ish e d  f o r  the C om m ission  to  ru le  on the m atter.

A d ju d ica tio n

A t the h ea rt o f  th is co m p la in t w a s  a  m isu n derstan d in g  in r e g a rd  to  the  
u se o f  the co m p la in a n t’s  p h o to g ra p h .

The co m p la in a n t h a d  a tten d ed  an  even t a t  w hich  jo u rn a lis ts , a n d  a  
B B C  f i lm  c re w  h a d  been  p re se n t, a n d  the C om m ission  h a d  to  have  
r e g a r d  f o r  the f a c t  th a t sh e  h a d  p o s e d  vo lu n ta rily  f o r  p ic tu re s  a t  that 
tim e. The sp ec if ic  issu e o f  the p h o to g ra p h  h a d  n o t been  d iscu ssed  
d ire c tly  w ith  the n ew sp a p er  a n d  th ere  w a s  n o th in g  to  su g g est th a t the  
n e w sp a p er  h a d  d e lib e ra te ly  ig n o re d  a  req u est f o r  i t  n o t to  appear. 
In deed , the n ew sp a p er, h a v in g  h on ou red  its  a g reem en t n o t to  u se  her  
re a l n am e in the artic le , w a s  n o t a w a re  o f  a n y  o th er u nderstan ding  
re g a rd in g  the im age.

N on eth eless, the n ew sp a p er  h a d  rec o g n ised  th a t the com pla inan t d id  
n o t w a n t to  b e  id en tif ied  in con n ection  w ith  inform ation  a b o u t h er  
p r iv a te  life (in clu d in g  m ed ica l d e ta ils  a b o u t her). In th a t context, it 
w a s  ce r ta in ly  an  e rro r  (a lb e it seem in g ly  b a sed  on p o o r  
com m u nica tion ) f o r  the p a p e r  then to  p u b lish  a  c lea r  p ic tu re  o f  the  
co m p la in a n t a n d  so  id en tijy  h er  in con n ection  w ith  p e r so n a l d e ta ils  
a b o u t h e r  health. This ra ise d  a  b rea ch  o f  the Code.

H a v in g  rea c h e d  th is decision , the n ex t s te p  f o r  the C om m ission  w a s  to  
d e term in e  w h eth er the a c tio n  taken  b y  the n ew sp a p er  in resp o n se  to  
the co m p la in t w a s  sufficient. In c ircu m stan ces w h ere  there w a s  som e  
leg itim a te  confusion  a b o u t the con sen t f o r  p u b lic a tio n  o f  the 
p h o to g ra p h  (for w hich  the co m pla in an t h e r s e lf  h a d  p o sed ) , the  
C om m ission  d e c id e d  th a t the p r o m p t rem o va l o f  the im age, the  
a ssu ra n ce  a s  to  fu tu re  p u b lic a tio n  a n d  the o ffer to  a p o lo g ise  p r iv a te ly  
to  the co m p la in a n t rep re se n te d  a  p ro p o r tio n a te  resp o n se  to  rem ed y  the  
b rea ch  o f  h er  p r iv a c y . N o fu r th e r  action  w a s  requ ired .

( i i )  C o m p la in t  N o .  1 0 -3 6 2 1  S o o b a d o o  v  W a n s te a d  a n d  W o o d fo r d  G u a rd ia n

A n t h o n y  L o n g d e n , M a n a g in g  E d ito r  o f  N e w s q u e s t  N orth  &  E a st  
L o n d o n , le f t  th e  r o o m  a n d  to o k  n o  p art in  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  th is  c a s e .

F o l lo w in g  d is c u s s io n ,  C o m m is s io n e r s  c o n c lu d e d  th a t th e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  
b r e a c h  o f  C la u s e  1 (A c c u r a c y )  a n d  6  (C h ild r e n )  o f  th e  C o d e  a n d  th e  
c o m p la in t  w a s ,  th e r e fo r e , u p h e ld  in  th e  f o l lo w in g  term s;
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M r R avin  S o o b a d o o  co m p la in ed  to  the P re s s  C om pla in ts C om m ission  
th a t an  a r tic le  h ea d lin ed  "Porn s ta r  teach er's  sa d n ess  a t  lea v in g  jo b " , 
p u b lish e d  on the W an stead  a n d  W oodford  G uardian  w eb site  on 13 J u ly  
2010, in co rrec tly  a ttr ib u ted  a  qu o ta tio n  to  h is fo u rteen  y e a r  o ld  
daughter, a n d  re fe rred  to  h er  a s  a  six th  fo rm  student, in breach  o f  
C lause 1 (A ccu racy) a n d  C lau se 6  (C h ildren) o f  the E d ito rs' C ode  o f  
P ra ctice .

The co m p la in t w a s  upheld.

The a r tic le  re p o r te d  th a t a  tea ch er  h a d  s te p p e d  dow n  fro m  h is p o s t  
a fte r  i t  h a d  been  fo u n d  th a t he h a d  been  w o rk in g  a s  a  p o rn  sta r. The 
com pla inan t's daughter, w ho w a s  14, w a s  q u o te d  in the p ie c e  sa y in g  
the tea ch er  h a d  spoken  "openly a n d  tru thfu lly a b o u t sex" a n d  th a t sh e  
w o u ld  "more lik e ly  ca tch  STIs w ith o u t h is lessons". The com pla in an t 
s a id  th a t h is d a u g h ter  h a d  n o t m a d e a n y  com m en t to  the n ew sp a p er  
a n d  w a s  n o t a  "sixth-form student". The com pla in an t h a d  co n ta c ted  the  
n ew sp a p er  d irec tly , a n d  i t  h a d  rem o ve d  the qu o ta tion  fro m  the on line  
a r tic le  a n d  p r o v id e d  the em a il i t  h a d  re c e iv e d  con ta in in g  the com m ent. 
The co m pla in an t s a id  th a t h is  d a u g h ter  h a d  n o t w ritten  the em a il a n d  
th a t h er  a cco u n t m a y h ave been  hacked. H e s a id  that the n ew sp a p er  
sh o u ld  h a ve  taken  ca re  to  au th en tica te  the quotation , a n d  ob ta in  the  
n ece ssa ry  consen t, b efo re  p u b lica tio n .

The n ew sp a p er's  u n derstan d in g  w a s  th a t the teach er on ly  taugh t sex  
edu ca tion  to  six th  fo rm  s tu d en ts  a n d  i t  h a d  th erefore  assu m ed  th a t the  
com m en ts h a d  been  su b m itted  b y  a  p u p il  a g e d  o v e r  sixteen. I t  re g re tte d  
the error, a n d  h a d  undertaken  to  a lte r  its  p o lic y  on req u estin g  
com m en ts fro m  re a d e rs  on  sch o o l-re la ted  s to rie s . N onetheless, the  
n ew sp a p er  d id  n o t co n sid er  th a t th ere  w a s  an y  ev iden ce  to  su g g es t tha t 
the com m en t h a d  n o t been  su b m itted  b y  the com plainan t's daughter. 
The n ew sp a p er  s a id  it  h a d  n o t in te rv iew ed  the com pla inan t's d a u g h ter  
a n d  the p u b lic a tio n  o f  the com m en ts d id  n o t rep re sen t an  intrusion.

A d ju d ica tion

There w a s  c le a r ly  a  d isp u te  a s  to  w h eth er the com plainan t's d a u g h ter  
h a d  in d e ed  sen t the com m en t a ttr ib u ted  to  her. The n ew sp a p er  h a d  
p u b lish e d  i t  in  g o o d  fa ith  on  the b a s is  th a t sh e had. H o w ever, the  
C om m ission  w a s  co n cern ed  -  b ea r in g  in m in d  the su b jec t o f  the s to ry  - 
th a t the n ew sp a p er  h a d  n o t taken  m o re  ca re  fo llo w in g  rec e ip t o f  the  
em ail. A b o ve  all, i t  h a d  n o t es ta b lish e d  the a g e  o f  the com pla inan t's  
d a u g h ter  befo re  p u b lica tio n .

C lause 6  (C h ildren) o f  the E d ito rs ' C ode  o f  P ra c tic e  h as a  requ irem en t 
th a t ch ild ren  u n der 1 6  sh o u ld  n o t b e  in te rv iew ed  on issu es in vo lv in g  
th e ir  ow n  w e lfa re  w ith o u t the con sen t o f  a  cu sto d ia l p a ren t. The 
C om m ission  a c c e p te d  th a t the n ew sp a p er  h a d  n o t a p p ro a ch ed  the
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com pla in an t's  d a u g h ter d irec tly ; h ow ever, i t  h a d  sou gh t inform ation  
f r o m  sc h o o l p u p ils  a b o u t a  co n tro vers ia l issue reg a rd in g  their teacher. 
B y d o in g  so , a n d  p u b lish in g  the ou tcom e, the n ew sp a p er  h a d  en g a g ed  
in  an  in te rv iew  o f  sorts.

The a ttr ib u ted  com m en ts re fe rred  to the sex u a l health  o f  the pu p il, 
w hich  w a s  ce r ta in ly  a  m a tte r  w hich  re la te d  to  h er  w elfare. A s  such, the  
C om m ission  co n s id ered  th a t the n ew sp a p er  sh ou ld  have sou gh t to  
esta b lish  h er a g e  b efo re  p u b lica tio n . H a d  i t  d o n e  so , i t  w o u ld  h ave a lso  
been  in a  b e tte r  p o s itio n  to  ve r ify  the id en tity  o f  the p e rso n  w ho sen t 
the em ail. I t  a lso  w o u ld  n o t h ave been  a b le  to  p u b lish  the com m ents  
w ith o u t p a r e n ta l consent.

The C om m ission  w a s  co n cern ed  that the n ew sp a p er  h ad  n o t g iven  
su ffic ien t co n sid era tio n  befo re  p u b lish in g  a  com m ent o f  th is nature  
f r o m  a  sch o o l ch ild , a n d  u p h e ld  the com pla in t on  that basis. I t  
w elco m ed  the f a c t  th a t the p a p e r  h a d  ch a n g ed  its  p o l ic y  reg a rd in g  h ow  
com m en ts (on sch o o l s to r ie s )  m igh t b e  so lic ite d  in fu ture .

( i i i )  C o m p la in t  N o .  1 0 - 2 8 3 6  F o r e s t  o f  D e a n  D is tr ic t  C o u n c il  v  T h e  F o r e s t  
o f  D e a n  a n d  W v e  V a l ie v  R e v ie w

A fte r  d is c u s s io n  th e  C o m m is s io n  a g r e e d  th a t th e r e  h a d  h e e n  a  b r e a c h  
o f  C la u s e  1 (A c c u r a c y )  o f  th e  C o d e  o f  P r a c t ic e . It w a s  a ls o  s e r io u s ly  
c o n c e r n e d  a t th e  t im e  ta k e n  b y  th e  n e w s p a p e r  to  r e sp o n d  to  th e  
c o m p la in t , a n d  a s k e d  its  C h a ir m a n  to  w r ite  to  th e  p u b lish e r  o n  th e  
m a tte r . T h e  c o m p la in t  w a s  u p h e ld  a n d  th e  f o l lo w in g  te x t  a g r e e d  fo r  
th e  a d ju d ic a tio n :

F o re s t o f  D ea n  D is tr ic t  C oun cil co m p la in ed  to  the P ress  C om pla in ts  
C om m ission  th a t tw o  a r tic le s  h ea d lin ed  “K n a c k e re d !” a n d  “D e a d  
e n d ” p u b lish e d  in the F o res t o f  D ea n  a n d  W ye V alley R ev iew  on 14  
M a y  2 0 1 0  w ere  in a ccu ra te  a n d  m islea d in g  in breach  o f  C lause 1 
(A ccu racy) o f  the E d ito rs  ’ C ode  o f  P ractice .

The co m p la in t w a s  upheld.

The f i r s t  a r tic le  re p o r te d  the com m en ts o f  a  lo ca l fa rm er, w ho w a s  
fa c in g  a  co u rt o rd e r  to  p r o h ib it  o d o u r nu isan ce fro m  h is fa rm  
fo l lo w in g  an  a p p lica tio n  su b m itted  b y  the C ouncil; the seco n d  w a s  an  
e d ito r ia l colum n on the m atter. The C ou n cil s a id  th a t the co vera g e  
w a s  in a ccu ra te; the fa r m e r  h a d  n o t been  g iven  a  ten -day p e r io d  to  
im p lem en t su ffic ien t o d o u r co n tro ls  “to  sa tisfy  a  ju d g e  i f  [th e  
b u sin ess ]  w a n ts  to  con tinu e o p e ra tin g ”, b u t ra th er  a  tw o -w eek  p e r io d  
to  su b m it a  d efen ce  to  the a p p lica tio n ; the C ouncil h a d  n o t 
“b a c k tra c k e d ” on  a g re e d  m easu res to  con ta in  odour; a n d  the C ouncil 
w a s  n o t seek in g  to  fo r c e  the p e rm a n en t c lo su re  o f  the f a r m e r ’s
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business, a s  s ta te d  rep e a te d ly  in the ed ito ria l: the o rd e r  on ly req u ired  
him  n o t to  cau se  a  nuisance.

The n ew sp a p er  to o k  m ore  than eleven  w eek s to  p r o v id e  a  su bstan tive  
resp o n se  to  the com pla in t a n d  its  in itia l resp o n se  h a d  been  rec e ived  
o n ly  a fte r  the C om m ission  h a d  co n ta c ted  the pu b lish er. Its  a r tic le  h ad  
been  b a s e d  p r im a r ily  on an  in te rv iew  w ith  the fa r m e r  a n d  a  sep a ra te  
in d iv idu a l; the C oun cil h a d  refu sed  to  com m en t p u b lic ly  on the issue  
a s  i t  s a id  th a t co u rt p ro c e e d in g s  w ere  u nderw ay. The n ew sp a p er h a d  
su b seq u en tly  been  m a d e a w a re  th a t there w a s  f le x ib ility  on  the d a tes  
in  w hich  the fa r m e r  co u ld  su bm it h is defence. The n ew sp a p er  
rem a in ed  o f  the v iew  th a t the u ltim ate a im  o f  the leg a l action  w o u ld  be  
the p e rm a n en t c lo su re  o f  the p rem ises.

A d ju d ica tio n

The a r tic le s  co n ta in ed  s ta tem en ts  o f  fa c t th a t h a d  been  d isp u ted  b y  the 
co m p la in a n t a n d  n o t been  co rro b o ra ted  b y  the n ew spaper. There w a s  
no ev id en ce  p r e s e n te d  to  the C om m ission  th a t the fa r m e r  h a d  been  
g iven  a  1 0 -d a y  p e r io d  to  im plem en t con tro ls  “to  sa tisfy  a  ju d g e  i f  [th e  
b u sin ess] w a n ts  to  con tinu e o p e ra tin g ”, o r  th a t the C o u n c il’s  intention  
w a s  to  “fo r c e  the c lo su re  o f  the bu sin ess p e rm a n e n tly ”. The 
n ew sp a p er  h a d  p r o v id e d  no ev iden ce to  su p p o r t the cla im  th a t the  
C oun cil h a d  “b a c k tra c k e d ” on  an y  agreem ent. In the con tex t o f  the  
artic le , th ese  w ere  a l l  se r io u s  p o in ts  a n d  the n ew sp a p er  h a d  fa i le d  to  
d em o n stra te  th a t i t  h a d  taken ca re  n o t to  p u b lish  inaccu rate  
inform ation , o r  to  offer a p p ro p r ia te  rem ed ia l action  to  the com plaint. 
This a m o u n ted  to  a  breach  o f  C lause 1 o f  the Code.

In add ition , the C om m ission  w a s  se r io u s ly  co n cern ed  a b o u t the  
u n a ccep ta b le  length  o f  tim e i t  h a d  taken f o r  the n ew sp a p er  to  resp o n d  
to  the com pla in t, w hich  w a s  a  c le a r  b reach  o f  the C o d e ’s  p rea m b le  
s ta tin g  th a t ed ito rs  “sh o u ld  co -o p era te  sw if tly  w ith  the P C C  in the 
reso lu tio n  o f  com pla in ts  ”. This com pla in t co u ld  — a n d  sh o u ld  — have  
been  d e a lt  w ith  qu ick ly  on  the p o in ts  o f  d isp u te d  fa c t. This w a s  a  ra re  
exam ple  o f  a  fa ilu re  o f  p r o p e r  co -o p era tio n  w ith  the P C C , w hich  
re f le c te d  b a d ly  on the e d ito r ia l s ta n d a rd s o f  the n ew spaper.

The C om m ission  w ill  b e  tak ing  the m a tte r  fu rth er, fo llo w in g  th is  
ad ju d ica tion , a n d  seek in g  confirm ation  o f  the m easu res the p a p e r  h as  
in tro d u ced  to  en su re th ere  is  no rep ea t o f  the p ro b lem .

( iv )  C o m p la in t  N o .  1 0 - 3 6 6 2  T a lb o t  v  S w in d o n  A d v e r t is e r

A fte r  d is c u s s io n  th e  C o m m is s io n  d e c id e d  th a t, w h i le  th e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  
b r e a c h  o f  th e  C o d e  o f  P r a c t ic e  in  th is  c a s e ,  th e  r e m e d ia l s te p s  ta k e n  b y  
th e  n e w s p a p e r  w e r e  a d e q u a te . A s  a  r e su lt , fu rth er  c e n su r e  w a s  n o t  
r e q u ir e d . T h e  f o l lo w in g  a d ju d ic a t io n  w a s  a g reed ;
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M r A nth on y T a lbo t co m p la in ed  to  the P r e s s  C om pla in ts C om m ission  
th a t a  fro n t-p a g e  a r tic le  h ea d lin ed  “Ju n ior sch o o l h ea d  g u ilty  o f  
ra p in g  c h ild ”, a n d  a  fu r th e r  a r tic le  h ea d lin ed  “S ch oo l h ead teach er  
a d m its  ra p in g  c h ild ”, p u b lish e d  in the S w in don  A d ver tise r  on 2 9  June  
2010 , w ere  in accu ra te  a n d  m islea d in g  in breach  o f  C lause 1 
(A ccuracy) o f  the E d ito rs  ’ C o d e  o f  P ra ctice .

F o llo w in g  the rem ed ia l a c tio n  taken b y  the n ew spaper, no fu r th e r  
a ctio n  w a s  requ ired .

The a r tic le s  r e p o r te d  th a t the com pla inan t, a  lo ca l p r im a ry  sch o o l 
h eadteach er, h a d  a d m itted  e leven  ch a rg es re la tin g  to  the ra p e  o f  a  
child. In fa c t, the co m pla in an t h a d  been  co n v ic te d  o f  in decen t assau lt, 
h a vin g  p le a d e d  g u ilty  to  th ese  offences. H e  h a d  p le a d e d  n o t g u ilty  to  
rape, a n d  h a d  n o t been  co n v ic te d  o f  rape. The co m pla in an t w a s  a lso  
co n cern ed  th a t the fro n t-p a g e  h ead line su g g es ted  m islea d in g ly  th a t the  
crim es h a d  been  co m m itted  w h ile  he w a s  serv in g  a s a  h ead teach er, o r  
w ere  re la te d  to  the school. The o ffences h a d  taken p la c e  betw een  19 7 8  
(w hen the co m pla in an t w a s  th irteen) a n d  1981. F o llo w in g  d irec t  
co rresp o n d en ce  b e tw een  the p a r tie s , a  f r o n t  p a g e  co rrec tio n  h a d  been  
p u b lish e d  b y  the n ew sp a p er  w hich  a c c e p te d  the e rro r  in r e g a rd  to  the  
ra p e  charges.

The n ew sp a p er  s a id  th a t i t  h a d  co n ta c ted  C a rd if f  C row n  C ou rt w hich  
w en t through the 2 8  ch a rg es w ith  the rep o rter. The inform ation  h ad  
been  ch eck ed  three tim es w ith  the court, a n d  su b seq u en t en qu iries w ith  
G w en t P o lic e  a n d  Sw in don  B orough  C oun cil h a d  n o t su g g es ted  th a t 
the in form ation  w a s  incorrect. A s  soon  a s  i t  b eca m e a w a re  th a t the  
d e ta ils  w ere  w ro n g  i t  h a d  co rre c ted  th is on the f r o n t  p a g e , on  its  
w eb s ite  a n d  h a d  rem o ve d  the orig in a l on lin e artic le . N o tw ith stan d in g  
th is error, the f r o n t  p a g e  w a s  n o t m is lea d in g  a s  i t  w a s  a  “p o s te r  f r o n t  
w ith  a  cro ss  referen ce  to  the s to ry  w hich  a p p e a re d  on p a g e  5  ”.

A d ju d ica tion

The n ew sp a p er  h a d  been  fu lly  en titled  to  rep o r t the ou tcom e o f  the  
co u rt case, w hich  in v o lved  a lleg a tio n s o f  sex u a l offences a g a in s t the  
com pla inan t, w ho w a s  a  lo ca l p r im a ry  sch o o l h ea d  teacher. 
N on eth eless, i t  a lso  h a d  a  re sp o n sib ility  u nder the E d ito r s ’ C ode  to  
“take c a r e ” to  en su re th a t the in form ation  i t  p r e s e n te d  w a s  n o t 
in a ccu ra te  o r  m islea d in g  in a  s ig n ifica n t m anner.

The C om m ission  a c c e p te d  th a t the n ew sp a p er  h a d  p u b lish e d  
in form ation  a b o u t the con viction  taken  in g o o d  fa ith  fro m  the  
a p p ro p r ia te  so u rces  (p rim a rily  the co u rt itself). The inform ation , 
h ow ever, su b seq u en tly  p r o v e d  to  b e  inaccurate. A lthough  there w ere  
g o o d  g ro u n d s f o r  the n ew sp a p er  to  h a ve  u sed  th is m ateria l, i t  w a s  s t i ll
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r ig h t th a t i t  co rre c ted  the errors, p ro m p tly  a n d  w ith  du e prom inence. 
The a p o lo g y  p u b lish e d  b y  the n ew sp a p er con stitu ted  sufficient 
rem ed ia l a c tio n  in reg a rd  to  the p u b lish ed  in accu racies abou t the  
d e ta ils  o f  the co m p la in a n t’s  conviction .

T here w a s  an  a d d itio n a l p o in t, h ow ever. The C om m ission  h a d  to  
co n s id er  w h e th er the o r ig in a l f r o n t  p a g e  h a d  g iven  the m islead in g  
im p ressio n  th a t the com pla in an t h a d  co m m itted  the offences w h ile  he  
w a s  a  h ea d  teacher. This w a s  a  m a tte r  o f  co n sid era b le  d eb a te  betw een  
C om m issioners. I t w a s  f e l t  th a t the n ew sp a p er  co u ld  have don e m ore  
to  m ake c le a r  on  the f r o n t  p a g e  the fu l l  con tex t o f  the situation: th a t the  
offen ces h a d  been  co m m itted  b y  the com pla in an t m any y e a r s  earlier, 
b efo re  he b eca m e a  tea ch er and, in re la tion  to  a  num ber o f  the  
offences, w h ils t he w a s  a  m inor. A s  i t  stood , the f r o n t p a g e  h a d  the  
p o te n tia l  to  m islead .

There w ere  o th er  fa c to r s  f o r  the C om m ission  to  consider. There w a s  
no d o u b t th a t the p ro fe ss io n  o f  the com pla in an t w a s  re leva n t to  the  
sto ry , a n d  co u ld  b e  leg itim a te ly  h igh ligh ted  (as he h a d  been  p ro se c u te d  
a n d  c o n v ic te d  w h ile  a  s e rv in g  h ea d  teacher). The fr o n t p a g e  a lso  
c le a r ly  d ir e c te d  rea d e rs  to  the fu l l  s to ry  on p a g e  5, w hich in form ed  
re a d e rs  th a t the offences p r e -d a te d  the co m p la in a n t’s  p o s itio n  a s  a  
teach er. F ina lly , the f r o n t  p a g e  co rrec tio n  h a d  sp ec ifica lly  re ferred  to  
the tim e p e r io d  (arou n d  th ir ty  y e a r s  a g o ) in  w hich  the offences h a d  
been  com m itted .

In lig h t o f  th ese  fa c to r s  (e sp ec ia lly  the fr o n t  p a g e  apo logy), the  
C om m ission  w a s  sa tis f ied  th a t an y  m islea d in g  im pression  a b o u t the  
co m p la in a n t’s  o ffences w o u ld  h a ve  been  sa tisfa c to r ily  corrected . I t 
d id  n o t co n s id er  th a t an y  fu r th e r  ac tion  w a s  n ecessa ry  fro m  the  
n ew spaper.

( v )  r o m p la in t  N o .  1 0 - 3 6 2 4 /1 0 - 3 7 1 0  N o r th  v  T h e  S u n d a y  T im e s  /  T h e  

G u a r d ia n

A fte r  d is c u s s io n  th e  C o m m is s io n  c o n c lu d e d  th a t th e r e  h a d  b e e n  n o  
b r e a c h  o f  th e  C o d e  in  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e s e  c o m p la in ts  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  n o t, 
th e r e fo r e , u p h e ld . C o m m is s io n e r s  a g r e e d  th e  f o l lo w in g  w o r d in g s  fo r  

th e  a d ju d ic a t io n s :

T h e  S u n d a y  T im e s

D r  R ich a rd  A  E  N orth  co m p la in ed  to  the P ress  C om pla in ts  
C om m ission  th a t a  co rrec tio n  p u b lish e d  in The Sunday Tim es on  20  
June 2010 , h ea d lin ed  “The S un day Tim es a n d  the IP C C : C o rrec tio n ”, 
w a s  in a ccu ra te  a n d  m is lea d in g  in breach  o f  C lause 1 (A ccuracy) o f  the  
E d ito rs  ’ C o d e  o f  P ra ctice .
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The com pla in t w a s  n o t upheld.

The co rrec tio n  in qu estion  w a s  p u b lish e d  fo l lo w in g  a  com pla in t to  the  
P C C  a b o u t an  a r tic le  w hich  h a d  a p p e a re d  in The Sun day T im es on 3 T ‘ 
Ja n u a ry  2010. The co m p la in t w a s  re so lv e d  b e tw een  the p a r tie s  w ith ou t 
fo r m a l a d ju d ica tio n  b y  the C om m ission . The re leva n t sec tion  o f  the  
co rrec tio n  u n der co m p la in t w a s  the fo llo w in g :

The a r tic le  “U N  clim a te  p a n e l  sh a m ed  b y  b o g u s ra in forest c la im ” 
(N ew s, Jan  31 ) s ta te d  th a t the 2 0 0 7  In terg o vern m en ta l P a n e l on  
C lim a te  C hange (IP C C ) re p o r t h a d  in c lu d ed  an  “u n su bstan tia ted  
cla im  ” th a t up  to  4 0 %  o f  the A m azon  ra in fo rest co u ld  b e  sen sitive  to  

fu tu re  ch an ges in rainfall. The IP C C  h a d  re feren ced  the c la im  to  a  
re p o r t p r e p a r e d  f o r  W W F  b y  A n d rew  R o w e ll a n d  P e te r  M oore, w hom  
the a r tic le  d e sc r ib e d  a s  “g reen  c a m p a ig n e rs” w ith  “little  sc ien tific  
ex p ertise  ”. The a r tic le  a lso  s ta te d  that the au th o rs  ’ resea rch  h a d  been  
b a se d  on  a  sc ien tific  p a p e r  th a t d e a lt w ith  the im p a c t o f  hum an a c tiv ity  
ra th er  than c lim a te  change.

In fa c t, the I P C C ’s  A m azon  sta tem en t is  su p p o r te d  b y  p e e r -re v ie w e d  
sc ien tific  ev iden ce. In the ca se  o f  the W W F report, the f ig u re  had, in  
error, n o t been  referen ced , b u t w a s  b a se d  on  resea rch  b y  the resp e c ted  
A m azon  E nviron m en ta l R esea rch  In stitu te  (IPA M ) w hich  d id  re la te  to  
the im p a c t o f  c lim a te  change. We a lso  u n d ersta n d  a n d  a cc ep t th a t M r  
R o w e ll is  an  ex p er ien ced  en viron m en ta l jo u r n a lis t  a n d  th a t D r  M o o re  
is  an  ex p ert in  fo r e s t  m anagem ent, an d  a p o lo g ise  f o r  a n y  su ggestion  to  
the con trary.

The co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t tw o  p a r ts  o f  the co rrec tio n  w ere  inaccu ra te  
a n d  m islead in g: the a ssertio n  th a t “the I P C C ’s  A m azon  s ta tem en t is  
su p p o r te d  b y  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  sc ien tific  ev id en ce  a n d  the cla im  th a t the  
W W F  re p o r t w a s  “b a se d  on  resea rch  b y  the r e sp e c te d  A m azon  
E nviron m en ta l R esea rch  In stitu te  (IPAM ) w hich  d id  re la te  to  the  
im p a c t o f  c lim a te  ch an ge ”.

The co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t he w a s  the o r ig in a to r  o f  the cla im  th a t the  
IP C C  A m azon  a lleg a tio n  w a s  unsu bstan tia ted , h a vin g  m a d e i t  on h is  
b lo g  befo re  the p u b lic a tio n  o f  the artic le . The 3P^ Jan u ary a r tic le  h a d  
a ttr ib u te d  a  re sea rch  c re d it to  him. H e s a id  th a t the o r ig in a l assertion  
w a s  co rrec t, a n d  the re tra c tio n  o f  the artic le , a n d  adm ission  o f  error, 
h a d  re f le c ted  on  him  p erso n a lly .

The o verr id in g  issu e  f o r  the com pla in an t w a s  w h eth er the c la im  h a d  
been  “s u b s ta n tia te d ”, o r  “s u p p o r te d ”. H e a sk e d  the C om m ission  to  
a g re e  w ith  g e n e ra l sc ien tific  con ven tion : “th is  d em an ds th a t a  cla im  o f  
‘s u p p o r t’, w hich  ju s tif ie s  a  c la im  in a  sc ien tific  docu m en t (such a s  the  

IP C C  rep o rt) b e in g  co n s id e red  ‘s u b s ta n tia te d ’, is  sa tis f ied  o n ly  w hen
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the c la im  is  referenced. This m u st be  e ith er  d irectly , o r  through a  
con tinu ou s chain  o f  referen ces, to  an  au th orita tive  p e e r -re v ie w e d  w o rk  
s e ttin g  o u t p r im a ry  research , w hich  h as been  p u b lish e d  in a  repu tab le  
sc ien tific  jo u r n a l (o r  p u b lic a tio n  o f  equ iva len t au th ority)

The co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t the I P C C ’s  A m azon  s ta tem en t h a d  been  
re feren ced  to  a  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  sc ien tific  p a p er , in  th is ca se  v ia  the  
W W F  rep o r t G lo b a l R ev ie w  o f  F o res t F ires. The W W F h a d  in d ica ted  
th a t the referen ce in q u estio n  w a s  resea rch  b y  the A m azon  
E n viron m en ta l R esearch  In stitu te  (IPAM ) which, b y  com m on consent, 
w a s  a c c e p te d  to  b e  its  r e p o r t F ire  in the A m azon. To b e  u sed  a s  
“su b sta n tia tio n  ”, the co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t th is re p o r t sh ou ld  rec o rd  

p r im a ry  resea rch  a n d  b e  p ee r -re v ie w e d , o r  b e  c ro ss-re feren ced  to  
p a p e r s  th a t d id  so. F ire  in th e  A m azon, the com pla in an t contended, 
w a s  n o t p ee r-rev ie w e d , d id  n o t o ffer an y  o r ig in a l research  a n d  m ade  
no re feren ce  to  a n y  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  w ork. A s  such, the referen ce in the 
co rrec tio n  to  the I P C C ’s  A m azon  s ta tem en t b e in g  “su p p o r te d  b y  p e e r -  
re v ie w e d  sc ien tific  ev id en ce  ” w a s  inaccurate.

The co m p la in a n t r e je c te d  a  v ie w  th a t a  w o rk  co u ld  b e  “su p p o r te d ” i f  a  
g e n e ra l b o d y  o f  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  scien tific  w o rk  ex is ted  w hich  a g ree d  
w ith  a sser tio n s  m ade, a n d  i t  w a s  n o t n ecessa ry  to  iden tify  sp ec ifica lly  
th a t w o rk  w ith in  the p a p e r  o r  docu m en t in w hich  the cla im  w a s  m ade.

In term s o f  background, the co m pla in an t s a id  th a t the IP C C  re p o r t h a d  
s ta te d  th a t “up to  4 0 %  o f  the A m azon ian  fo r e s ts  co u ld  r e a c t d ra s tica lly  
to  even  a  s lig h t redu ction  in p re c ip ita tio n  ”, re ferrin g  to  the R o w e ll an d  
M o o re  p a p e r  G lo b a l R ev ie w  o f  F o res t F ires. This p a p e r  co n ta in ed  a  
sh o r t sen ten ce  w hich  a p p e a re d  (in p a r t)  to  su p p o rt the IP C C  claim : 
“U p to  40%) o f  the B ra zilia n  fo r e s t  is  ex trem ely  sen sitive  to  sm a ll 
red u c tio n s in the am ou n t o f  r a in fa ll”. In turn, th is cla im  w a s  con ta in ed  
in  a  p a ra g ra p h  f o r  w hich  th ere  w a s  on ly one referen ce -  an  a r tic le  in 
the jo u r n a l  N ature. In the a b sen ce  o f  an y  o th er cita tion , i t  co u ld  be  
a ssu m e d  th a t th is w a s  the so u rce  on w hich  R o w e ll a n d  M o o re  relied. 
H o w ever, c lo se  exam in ation  o f  the p a p e r  (w hich w a s  p ee r-rev ie w e d )  
sh o w e d  th a t i t  d e a lt la rg e ly  w ith  the effects o f  lo g g in g  in the Am azon, 
w ith  no referen ce  to  the 4 0 %  fig u re , o r  s lig h t redu ction s in 
p re c ip ita tio n . A s  such, the N a tu re  p a p e r  co u ld  n o t b e  taken  to  su p p o rt 
the a sser tio n s  b y  R o w e ll a n d  M o o re  o r  the IP C C . The ch a rg e  th a t the  
cla im  w a s  “u n su b sta n tia ted ” w a s  sound.

The co m p la in a n t a c c e p te d  th ere  w a s  a  v ie w  th a t the IP C C  h a d  m ade a  
re feren c in g  error, ra th er  than a  sc ien tific  error, a s  there w a s  a  
s ig n ifica n t b o d y  o f  ev id en ce  w hich  w a rn ed  o f  drou gh t in  the A m azon. 
H o w ever, the “c o rre c tn e s s” o f  the IP C C  cla im  w a s  “n o t r e le v a n t” to  
h is com pla in t; f o r  the com pla inan t, the issu e w a s  w h eth er the I P C C ’s  
s ta tem en t w a s  “su p p o r te d  b y  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  sc ien tific  ev id en ce  ”.
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The n ew sp a p er  s a id  th a t the co rrec tio n  d id  n o t re tra c t the en tire ty  o f  
the o r ig in a l a r tic le ; rather, i t  co rre c te d  a n d  c la rified  a  num ber o f  
p o in ts , the n a tu ra l assu m ption  b e in g  th a t th ose  p a r ts  o f  the p ie c e  which  
w ere  n o t co rre c te d  a n d  c la r if ied  w ere  accura te. That it ch ose to  
rem o ve  the a r tic le  (an d  n o t rew rite  it) w a s  a  m a tte r  o f  ed ito r ia l 
p rero g a tive .

The n ew sp a p er  s a id  th a t the sp ec if ic  p a r t  o f  the correc tion  n o w  under  
co m p la in t r e la te d  to  an in a ccu ra te  a ssertio n  th a t a  c la im  in the 2007  
IP C C  re p o r t (th a t 40%  o f  the A m azon  ra in fo rest w a s  sen sitive  to  sm a ll 
ch an ges in ra in fa ll) h a d  been  b a se d  on research  u nre la ted  to  clim a te  
change. I t a lso  a c te d  to  cou n ter an y  fa ls e  im pression  to  rea d ers  that 
the cla im  a s  a  w h o le  h a d  no b a s is  in p e e r -re v ie w e d  science.

The n ew sp a p er  s ta te d  th a t the backgrou n d  to  the correc tion  w a s  a s  
fo llo w s :

“The IP C C  cla im  h a d  been  re feren ced  to  a  W W F report. G lo b a l 
R ev ie w  o f  F o res t F ires. This rep o rt, w ritten  b y  R o w e ll a n d  M oore, 
su g g e s te d  in on e p a ra g ra p h  th a t “up to  40%  o f  the B razilian  fo r e s t  is  
ex trem ely  sen sitiv e  to  sm a ll redu ction s in the am ount o f  ra in fa ll ”. This 
p a ra g ra p h  w en t on  to  d e sc r ib e  the in crea se  in f i r e  r isk  a n d  the  
d e c rea se  in s o i l  w a te r  a va ila b ility  in  1998. A t the en d  o f  th is  
p a ra g ra p h  th ere  w a s  a  s in g le  referen ce to  a  19 9 9  p a p e r  b y  D a n ie l  
N e p sta d  con cern in g  the im p a c t o f  lo g g in g  a n d  f i r e  on the A m azon. 
Som e rea d e rs  o f  the W W F rep o r t co n clu d ed  th a t N e p s ta d ’s  p a p e r  w a s  
th erefore  the so u rce  f o r  the “ 40%>’’ claim . H o w ever, R o w e ll an d  
M o o re  h a d  s ta te d  th a t the N e p s ta d  p a p e r  w a s  the referen ce o n ly  f o r  the  
la te r  p a r t  o f  the p a ra g ra p h  a n d  n o t f o r  the 40%  claim . The referen ce  

f o r  the 40%) cla im  h a d  been  m istaken ly  om itted . A cco rd in g  to  R ow ell, 
M o o re  a n d  N epstad , the “ 40%o”  cla im  sh o u ld  h a ve  been  re feren ced  to  
n o n -p eer-re v iew ed  research  b y  “IP A M ” (the A m azon  E nvironm enta l 
R esea rch  Institu te , fo u n d e d  b y  N ep sta d ) -  e ith er IP A M ’s  1999  
o v e rv ie w  F ire  in the A m azon  o r  the in s titu te ’s  w eb site , both o f  which  
s ta te d  th a t “ 30-40%  o f  the fo r e s ts  o f  the B razilian  A m azon  a re  
sen s itiv e  to  sm a ll ch an ges in r a in fa ll”. ”

On th is basis, the n ew sp a p er  s a id  th a t cr itic ism  o f  the IP C C  re p o r t on  
the g ro u n d s  th a t it  h a d  c ite d  resea rch  re la te d  to  lo g g in g  ra th er  than  
c lim a te  ch an ge w a s  incorrect. The n ew sp a p er  h a d  a c c e p te d  th a t the 
a r tic le  w a s  w ro n g  on th is p o in t.

On the se c o n d  issue, the n ew sp a p er  s a id  th a t the IP C C  h a d  been  the 
su b je c t o f  b ro a d e r  -  a n d  a rg u a b ly  leg itim a te  -  critic ism  f o r  re ly in g  on  
a  n o n -p eer-re v iew ed  W W F rep o rt, p a r tic u la r ly  sin ce  the re leva n t 
so u rce  in the W W F re p o r t w a s  n eith er re feren ced  n o r a  p e e r -re v ie w e d  
p a p e r . H o w ever, the o v e ra ll c la im  i t s e l f  d id  h ave som e b a sis  in p e e r -  
re v ie w e d  litera tu re . In p a r ticu la r , the n ew sp a p er  c ite d  the fo llo w in g

798

MODI 00035943



For Distribution to CPs

12

p a p e r s :  L ew is, 2005 , “T ro p ica l fo r e s ts  a n d  the chan gin g  earth  
sys tem s ” in P h ilo so p h ica l T ran sactions o f  the R o ya l S ociety; 
H u n tin gford  e t  a l ,  2008 , “T o w a rd  qu an tify in g  u n certa in ty in  
p re d ic tio n s  o f  A m azon  ‘d ie b a c k ’”, in P h ilo so p h ica l T ran sactions o f  
the R o ya l S ocie ty; P h illip s  e t  al., 2009 , “D ro u g h t sen sitiv ity  o f  the  
A m azon  ra in fo re s t” in S cien ce; a n d  D a n ie l N e p s ta d ’s  1994  N atu re  
a n d  2 0 0 4  G lo b a l C han ge B io lo g y  p a p ers . A fte r  p u b lica tio n  o f  the  
o rig in a l a r tic le , N e p s ta d  h a d  re le a se d  a  p u b lic  s ta tem en t sa y in g  th a t 
th ese  p a p e r s  d em o n stra te d  th a t h a lf  o f  the A m azon  fo r e s t  h a d  been  
cr itic a lly  a ffec ted  b y  d ro u g h t a n d  th a t “in sum, the IP C C  s ta tem en t on  
the A m azon  w a s  c o r r e c t”.

The n ew sp a p er  s a id  th a t the co m pla in an t h a d  a rg u ed  th a t the term  
“u n su b sta n tia ted ” co u ld  o n ly  re fer  to  w h eth er the IP C C  rep o r t  
c o rre c tly  re feren ced  its  c la im  to  a  p e e r -re v ie w e d  sou rce; the orig in a l  
com pla inan ts, con verse ly , h a d  su g g es ted  th a t rea d ers  w o u ld  
u n d ersta n d  th a t th ere  w a s  no ev id en tia l b a sis  in the cla im  w h a tso ever  
(w hich  w a s  n o t the case).

The n ew sp a p er  s a id  th a t i t  h a d  a c c e p te d  th a t there w a s  p o te n tia l  
a m b ig u ity  o v e r  the o r ig in a l u se  o f  the term  “u n su b sta n tia ted ”. I ts  
co rrec tio n  d id  n o t r e tra c t the term  bu t n o te d  th a t it  h a d  been  u sed  in 
the o r ig in a l p ie c e . The co rrec tio n  c la r ified  th a t th ere  w a s  “p e e r -  
re v ie w e d  sc ien tific  ev id en ce  th a t ‘su p p o rts  ’ the 4 0 %  claim . I t  d o es  n o t 
ex p ress  a  v ie w  on w h e th er th is ev id en ce  is  co m p ellin g  o r  the c la im  
i t s e l f  correct. N o r  d o es  i t  a s se r t  th a t the IP C C  rep o r t co rrec tly  
re feren ced  its  c la im  to  th is  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  ev id en ce  ”.

A d ju d ica tio n

I t w a s  im p o rta n t to  n o te  th a t the C om m ission  h a d  n o t p re v io u s ly  m ade  
a  ru lin g  on  the a ccu ra cy  o r  o th erw ise  o f  the 3 P ‘ Jan u ary artic le . That 
co m p la in t h a d  been  s e tt le d  b e tw een  the com pla inan ts a n d  n ew spaper, 
w ith  the P C C  a c tin g  a s  m ed ia tor, b y  the n ew sp a p er  vo lu n tarily  
p u b lish in g  the correction . The C om m ission  w a s  n o w  ta sk ed  w ith  
co n sid er in g  w h eth er th is co rrec tio n  w a s  i t s e l f  inaccu ra te  o r  
m islead in g . In deed , i t  w a s  b e in g  asked, in effect, to  u p h o ld  a  com pla in t 
a g a in s t the n ew sp a p er  f o r  p u b lish in g  (in  g o o d  fa ith )  a  correc tion  to  an  
a r tic le  to  w hich  the co m p la in a n t h a d  h im se lf  con tributed. These  
u nusual c ircu m sta n ces w ere  a ck n o w led g ed  b y  the C om m ission  w hen  
co n sid er in g  the com pla in t.

U n der the term s o f  C lau se 1, n ew sp a p ers  h a ve  an  ob lig a tio n  to  take  
ca re  n o t to  p u b lish  in a ccu ra te  o r  m islea d in g  inform ation , includ in g  
in form ation  o f  a  sc ien tific  nature. O f  course, the to p ic  o f  c lim a te  
ch an ge is  on e th a t b rin g s w ith  i t  ro b u st a n d  on g o in g  deba te , often  w ith  
s tro n g  d isa g reem en t be tw een  o p p o sin g  sides. The C om m ission  h as  
p r e v io u s ly  ru le d  th a t i t  is  n o t its  ro le  to  “m ake fin d in g s  o f  f a c t  on
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w h ere  the truth  a b o u t c lim a te  change lies, b u t to co n sid er  w hether  
n ew sp a p ers  have a b id e d  b y  the term s o f  the C ode w hen p re se n tin g  
in form ation  to  the ir r e a d e r s ”. The C om m ission  therefore h a d  reg a rd  
f o r  the f a c t  th a t the com pla in t r e la te d  to  a  to p ic  w h ere there w ere  
s tro n g ly  com petin g  v iew s on  com plex  tech n ica l issu es w hich  fo rm e d  
the su b jec t o f  o n go in g  a ca d em ic  debate.

The com pla in an t s a id  th a t the correction  w a s  inaccu ra te  an d  
m islea d in g  b y  s ta tin g  th a t the “I P C C ’s  sta tem en t is  su p p o r te d  b y  p e e r -  
re v ie w e d  scien tific  e v id e n c e ” b eca u se  i t  w a s  n o t “s u p p o r te d ” in the  
sen se  w hich  is  a c c e p te d  b y  sc ien tific  convention . H o w ever, the  
C om m ission  w a s  o f  the v iew  th a t the n ew sp a p er w a s  en titled  to  express  
the correc tion  in la y m a n ’s  term s. The C om m ission  n o ted  that the 
n ew sp a p er  w a s  a b le  to  dem o n stra te  th a t p e e r -re v ie w e d  stu d ies  ex is ted  
w hich, argu ably , co u ld  b e  s a id  to  “s u p p o r t” the thru st o f  the I P C C ’s  
s ta tem en t in a  m ore  g en e ra l sense.

The C om m ission  u n d ers to o d  the co m p la in a n t’s  p o s itio n  a n d  a g ree d  
th a t the correc tion  co u ld  h ave  been  ex p ressed  m ore clearly , bu t i t  w as  
n o t -  in  the C o m m iss io n ’s  op in ion  -  m islea d in g  to  readers. The 
co n tex t h ere  w a s  im portan t: the item  w a s d es ig n ed  to  co rre c t w h a t the 
n ew sp a p er  a c c e p te d  w ere  p o te n tia lly  m islea d in g  elem en ts to  its  
o rig in a l s to ry ; the co rrec tio n  i t s e l f  w a s  n o t a  com preh en sive  sc ien tific  
a n a ly s is  o f  the su b ject, a n d  rea d ers  w o u ld  u n derstan d  this. The 
C om m ission  co n sid ered  th a t the term s o f  th is  a d ju d ica tion  w o u ld  
u sefu lly  se rv e  to  s e t  out, in  g re a te r  deta il, the issu es su rrou n din g  the  
m atter.

The com pla in an t h a d  a lso  a rg u ed  th a t the co rrec tio n  w a s  inaccu ra te  
a n d  m islea d in g  b y  s ta tin g  th a t the W W F rep o r t “w a s  b a se d  on  
resea rch  b y  the r e sp e c te d  A m azon  E nviron m en ta l R esearch  Institu te  
(IPAM ) w hich  d id  re la te  to  the im p a c t o f  c lim a te  c h a n g e ”. G iven  that 
th ere  h a d  been  a  referen cin g  om ission  — a n d  the p o s itio n  h a d  sin ce  
been  c la r ified  b y  the au th ors o f  the rep o r t -  the C om m ission  w a s  o f  the  
v ie w  th a t the n ew sp a p er  w a s  en titled  to  a d d ress  th is p o in t in the 
correction . The co rrec tio n  d id  n o t c la im  th a t the IP A M  research  h a d  
been  p r o p e r ly  re feren ced  o r  w a s  i t s e l f  p ee r-rev ie w e d . I t s a id  th a t the  
resea rch  w a s  “r e s p e c te d ”, w hich  w a s  c lea r ly  a  va lu e ju d g e m e n t on the 
p a r t  o f  the n ew spaper, a n d  th a t it  d id  re la te  to  the im p a c t o f  c lim ate  
change. The C om m ission  d id  n o t co n sid er  th a t these p o in ts  co u ld  b e  
s a id  to  b e  fa c tu a lly  in a ccu ra te  o r  m isleading.

T h e  G u a r d ia n

D r  R ich a rd  A  E  N orth  co m p la in ed  to  the P re s s  C om pla in ts  
C om m ission  th a t a  b lo g  p o s t  p u b lish e d  on  gu ardian .co .u k , h ead lin ed  
“S unday T im es a d m its  A m a zo n g a te  ’ s to ry  w a s  rubbish . B u t w h o ’s  to
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b la m e ? ”, w a s  in accu ra te  a n d  m islea d in g  in breach  o f  C lause 1 
(A ccu racy) o f  the E d ito rs  ’ C o d e  o f  P ractice .

The co m p la in t w a s  n o t upheld.

The a r tic le  w a s  a  b lo g  p o s t  b y  G eo rg e  M o n b io t w hich  fo l lo w e d  the  
p u b lic a tio n  o f  a  co rrec tio n  b y  the Sunday T im es in r e g a rd  to  an  a r tic le  
o f  31 Jan u ary 2010. The a r tic le  re ferred  to  the com pla inan t. The 
co m p la in a n t h a d  a lso  co m p la in ed  th a t the co rrec tio n  i t s e l f  w a s  
in a ccu ra te  a n d  m isleadin g , a n d  the C om m ission  h as issu ed  a  sep a ra te  
a d ju d ica tio n  in th is regard .

The co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t th e  fo llo w in g  s ta tem en t in  the p o s t  w a s  
in a ccu ra te  a n d  m islead in g: “N o w  th a t the IP C C  h as been  vin d ica ted , 
its  accu sers. N orth  f i r s t  a m o n g st them, a re  ex p o se d  f o r  p e d d lin g  
in accu racy, m isrep resen ta tio n  a n d  fa ls e h o o d ”. W hile the com pla in an t 
to o k  no issu e w ith  the co lu m n is t’s  “insu ltin g  tone, n o r  h is f r e e  u se  o f  
o b v io u s  in su lts”, he s a id  th a t such  a  c la im  w en t “o v e r  the l in e ”. 
A lth ou gh  w ritten  in a  b log , th is w a s  n o t “f r a m e d  a s  op in ion  o r  
in ten d ed  a s  such  ”. The co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t it  co u ld  n o t b e  co rre c t to  
a rg u e  th a t a  b lo g  n ecessa rily  on ly  d e a lt w ith  opinion . H e  r e je c te d  the  
f a i r  c o m m en t’ defen ce p u t  fo r w a r d  b y  the n ew sp a p er  w hen  he  
c o n ta c ted  i t  d irec tly  to  com plain .

The co m p la in a n t p o in te d  to  tw o  issues: the assu m ption  th a t the IP C C  
h a d  been  “v in d ic a te d ”; a n d  the a ssertio n  th a t the co m pla in an t h a d  
been  “e x p o se d  f o r  p e d d lin g  inaccu racy, m isrep resen ta tio n  a n d  

f a ls e h o o d ”. H e  re je c te d  both  claim s.

In r e g a r d  to  the f ir s t ,  the co m pla in an t s a id  th a t the co lu m n ist d id  n o t 
kn ow  the fu l l  s to ry  a s  to  w h y  the Sunday T im es a r tic le  h a d  been  
re tra c ted : the issu es re la tin g  to  the IP C C  h a d  p r e d a te d  the a r tic le  a n d  
been  p u b lish e d  b y  o th er n ew sp a p ers  w hich  h a d  n o t r e tra c te d  the  
cla im s. The co lu m nist h a d  f a i le d  to  g o  b eyo n d  the fa c t  o f  the re tra c tio n  
a n d  the a p o lo g y  to  lo o k  a t a l l  the issues. On the se c o n d  p o in t, the  
co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t -  w h ile  he h a d  a s s is te d  in term s o f  resea rch  on  
the S u n day T im es a r tic le  -  he d id  n o t w r ite  the p ie c e , a n d  co u ld  n o t b e  
h e ld  resp o n sib le  f o r  it.

The n e w sp a p er  s a id  th a t its  co lu m nist w a s  ren o w n ed  f o r  h is “ro b u st 
p o le m ic  s t y l e ”. The p o s t  in q u estion  w a s  c lea r ly  a  com m en t p ie c e :  it  
h a d  been  la b e lle d  a s  the c o lu m n is t’s  b log , a n d  u sed  the lan gu age o f  
com m ent. I t  w a s  “qu ite  c lea r ly  h is opinion , b a se d  on  h is  ow n  
k n o w led g e  a n d  b e lie fs  ”. I t  a rg u e d  th a t the cla im s w ere  f a i r  com m en t ’. 
R ea d ers  w o u ld  h a ve  rec o g n ised  th a t o th er v iew s w ere  a va ila b le  on  a  
h igh ly  con ten tiou s su b je c t a b o u t w hich  the co lu m n ist a n d  the  
co m p la in a n t c lea r ly  h e ld  en tire ly  co n tra ry  opinions.
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The n e w sp a p er  s a id  th a t the c la im  th a t the IP C C  h a d  been  
“v in d ic a te d ” w a s  c le a r ly  an  op in ion  (b a se d  on  the correc tion  in the  
Sun day T im es w hich  rea d e rs  co u ld  a c c e ss  v ia  a  r e la te d  blog). The 
referen ce  to  v in d ica tio n  in i t s e l f  r isk e d  challenge, a s  this w a s  a  
su b je c tive  p o in t;  h ow ever, the co lu m n ist h a d  m ade p la in  the b a sis  f o r  
th is con clu sion  a n d  i t  w a s  “u n n ecessa ry  f o r  him  to  co n sid er  every  
u n re tra c ted  p o le m ic  a g a in s t the IP C C  in rea ch in g  th a t v ie w ”.

The fu r th e r  c la im  a b o u t “p e d d lin g  inaccu racy, m isrepresen ta tion  a n d  
fa ls e h o o d ” w a s  an  opin ion  w hich  ex ten d ed  lo g ica lly  fro m  h is v ie w  th a t 
the IP C C  h a d  been  v in d ica ted  in the fa c e  o f  its  c r itic s  (w ith  the  
co m p la in a n t c h ie f  a m o n g st them ): “In o th er  w ords, i f  the U N  b o d y  h a d  
n o t been  ‘s h a m e d ’ a n d  h a d  n o t m a d e ‘b o g u s c la im s ’ (a s the Sunday  
Tim es h a d  c la im ed ); a n d  i f  its  s ta tem en t on  c lim a te  change w a s  in fa c t  
‘su p p o r te d  b y  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  lite ra tu re  ’ a n d  ‘d id  re la te  the im p a ct o f  
c lim a te  c h a n g e ’ on  the ra in fo res t (P C C -a g ree d  correction ), i t  w a s  
th erefore  n o t g u ilty  o f  ‘f a ls e  p r e d ic t io n s ’ a n d  ‘g ro ss ly  ex a g g e ra te d ’ 
c la im s ‘u n su p p o rted  b y  s c ie n c e ’ w hich  D r  N orth  —  in M onbiot's  
op in ion  —  h a s in a ccu ra te ly  s ta te d  in h is  b lo g s  ”.

The n e w sp a p er  a d d e d  th a t each  s id e  in the c lim a te  change d eb a te  m a y  
-  a n d  fre q u e n tly  d o es  -  a ccu se  the o th er  o f  g e ttin g  i t  w rong, a n d  th a t 
sc ien tific  d e b a te  d ep e n d e d  on  c la im s b e in g  ch a llen g ed  a n d  debunked. 
In th is  case , the co lu m n ist h a d  a p o lo g ise d  f o r  one e rro r  (w hich h a d  
been  a p p e n d e d  p ro m in e n tly  to  the b lo g ) a n d  the n ew sp a p er  h ad  o ffered  
the co m p la in a n t an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  re p ly  o f  1 ,0 0 0  w ords, cro ss-lin k ed  

f r o m  the blog . H e  h a d  taken  u p  th is  offer.

The co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t he h a d  taken  up the offer, w hich  h a d  been  
m ade b efo re  the in vo lvem en t o f  the C om m ission. H o w ever, h is  
co m p la in t r e s te d  on  the n e w s p a p e r ’s  cla im  th a t an yth in g  la b e lled  a s  
com m en t a llo w e d  the a u th or to  a v o id  a n y  resp o n sib ility  f o r  fa c tu a l  
a ccu ra cy: w h ile  co lu m nists co u ld  b e  ro b u st in  ex p ressin g  the ir view s, 
th ey  w ere  r e q u ire d  to  b a se  th o se  v iew s  on  fa c t. H e s a id  th a t the tw o  
c la im s h a d  been  p r e s e n te d  a s  fa c t,  w hich  d id  n o t a llo w  f o r  a ltern a tive  
p o s s ib il i t ie s  o f  in terpre ta tion . H e  re q u es ted  an  a p o lo g y  fro m  the  
n ew spaper.

A d ju d ica tio n

The a r tic le  in  q u estio n  w a s  a  b lo g  p o s t, w hich  c lea r ly  sou gh t to  
rep re se n t the co lu m n is t’s  tren ch a n t v ie w s  on an  o n g o in g  con troversy . 
A s a  g e n e ra l p o in t, the C om m ission  w a s  sa tis f ied  th a t rea d ers  w o u ld  
h ave re c o g n ise d  th a t the a r tic le  a s  a  w h o le  rep re se n te d  M r M o n b io t’s  
opin ion  on  the issue, a n d  in d e ed  the com plainant. N on eth eless, the  
p u b lic a tio n  w a s  s t i l l  b o u n d  b y  the term s o f  C lause 1 (A ccuracy) in
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term s o f  tak in g  ca re  n o t to  p u b lish  inaccurate, m islead in g  o r  d is to r te d  
inform ation . The C om m ission  h as recen tly  u p h e ld  a  com pla in t a b o u t a  
b lo g  p ie c e  w hich  m ade a  s ta tem en t o f  f a c t  w hich  co u ld  n o t be  
su bstan tia ted .

The tw o  p o in ts  o f  d ispu te  h ere  w ere  n o t sp ec ific  s ta tem en ts o f  fa c t,  
h ow ever. The C om m ission  to o k  the v ie w  th a t the referen ce to  the IP C C  
b e in g  “v in d ic a te d ” c lea r ly  rep re se n te d  the co lu m n is t’s  in terpre ta tion  
o f  the co rrec tio n  w hich  the Sun day T im es h a d  pu b lish ed . R ea d ers  h a d  
been  in form ed  o f  the back g ro u n d  to  the m atter, a n d  the b a s is  upon  
w hich the co lu m n ist h a d  m a d e such  a  ju dgem en t. This w as, o f  
n ecessity , a  su b jec tive  p o s itio n , b a se d  on the co lu m n is t’s  in terp re ta tio n  
o f  a  s ta te d  s e t  o f  events.

The se c o n d  p o in t  ra ise d  b y  the com pla in an t re la te d  to  a  fo rc e fu l  
a lleg a tio n  w hich  a cc u se d  him, a n d  o thers, o f  “p e d d lin g  inaccuracy, 
m isrep resen ta tio n  a n d  fa ls e h o o d ”. A gain , h ow ever, the m a tter  
a p p e a re d  to  re la te  to  an  ex p ressio n  o f  op in ion  b y  the colum nist, w hich  
the co m pla in an t h a d  d ispu ted , ra th er than verifia b le  fa c t. The 
re feren ce  to  “inaccu racy, m isrep resen ta tio n  a n d  fa ls e h o o d ” w a s  
c lea r ly  lin ked  to  the f a c t  th a t the Sunday T im es h a d  p u b lish e d  a  
co rrec tio n  reg a rd in g  an  a r tic le  to  w hich  the com pla in an t h a d  m ade  
so m e  con tribu tion . This w a s  the b a s is  f o r  M r M o n b io t’s  cla im , a n d  
rea d e rs  w o u ld  b e  w e ll a w a re  o f  this.

In the rea lm  o f  b lo g g in g  (e sp ec ia lly  in  ca ses  touch in g  upon  
co n tro vers ia l to p ic s  such  a s  c lim a te  change), there is  lik e ly  to  b e  
s tro n g  a n d  fe r v e n t  d isagreem en t, w ith  w r ite rs  m aking u se o f  em o tive  
term s a n d  s tr id e n t rhetoric . This is  a  n ecessa ry  con sequ en ce o f  f r e e  
speech . The C om m ission  f e l t  th a t i t  sh o u ld  b e  s lo w  to in terven e in this, 
u nless th ere  is  ev id en ce  o f  fa c tu a l in a ccu ra cy  o r  m islea d in g  sta tem en t. 
I t d id  n o t f in d  e ith er  on th is  occasion .

There w a s  a lso  a n o th er p o in t. The n ew sp a p er  h a d  a llo w e d  the  
co m pla in an t the o p p o rtu n ity  to  ch a llen ge in a n o th er b lo g  (a t so m e  
length) the p o s itio n  taken b y  M r M onbio t, in c lu d in g  h is  a ccu sa tio n  o f  
inaccu racy. This w o u ld  m ake rea d e rs  a w a re  o f  the f u l l  con tex t o f  the  
d isp u te  a n d  the co m p la in a n t’s  rebu tta l. I t  w a s  a  p ro p o r tio n a te  
resp o n se  to  the co m p la in t in  the circum stances, a n d  a p p ro p r ia te  g iven  
th a t the cla im s h a d  th em selves  a p p e a re d  in a  blog.

The C om m ission  d id  n o t u p h o ld  the com plain t.
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(v i)  T h e  C o m m is s io n  f o n n a l ly  a p p r o v e d  (s u b je c t  to  in d iv id u a l q u e r ie s  o n  
s p e c i f ic  c o m p la in ts  r a is e d  w it h  th e  o f f ic e )  th e  f o l lo w in g  P C C  P a p ers , 
w h ic h  h a d  c o n ta in e d  d ra ft a d ju d ic a t io n s  fo r  C o m m is s io n e r s ’ 
r a t if ic a t io n  o r  o th e r w ise :  4 8 8 8 ,  4 8 8 9 ,  4 8 9 0 ,  4 8 9 1 ,  4 8 9 2 ,  4 8 9 3 ,  4 8 9 4 ,  
4 8 9 5 ,  4 8 9 6 ,  4 8 9 7 ,  4 8 9 8 ,  4 8 9 9 ,  4 9 0 0 ,  4 9 0 1 ,  4 9 0 2 ,  4 9 0 3 ,  4 9 0 4 ,  4 9 0 6 ,  
4 9 0 7 ,  4 9 0 8 ,  4 9 0 9 ,  4 9 1 0 ,  4 9 1 1 ,  4 9 1 2 ,  4 9 1 3 ,  4 9 1 4 ,  4 9 1 5 ,  4 9 1 6 ,  4 9 1 7 ,  
4 9 1 8 ,  4 9 1 9 ,  4 9 2 0 .  A l l  p a p e r s  h a d  b e e n  c ir c u la te d  s in c e  th e  p r e v io u s  
C o m m is s io n  m e e t in g .

P C C  r e s p o n s e  to  In d e p e n d e n t  G o v e r n a n c e  R e v ie w

C o m m is s io n e r s  d is c u s s e d  a  d ra ft r e s p o n s e  to  th e  In d e p e n d e n t  G o v e r n a n c e  
R e v ie w ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  d r a fted  f o l lo w in g  a n  e a r lie r  m e e t in g  o n  th e  su b jec t. 
M e m b e r s  p r o p o s e d  a n d  d is c u s s e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  a m e n d m e n ts  a n d  a sk e d  th a t a  
red r a fte d  v e r s io n  o f  th e  r e s p o n s e  b e  c ir c u la te d  fo r  fu rth er  c o n s id e r a tio n .

T h e  P C C  a n d  F in a n c ia l  J o u r n a lism

C o m m is s io n e r s  c o n s id e r e d  a  p a p e r  o n  th e  su b je c t  o f  f in a n c ia l jo u r n a lism ,  
w h ic h  r e p o r te d  a n  in it ia t iv e  b y  th e  o f f i c e  to  r e m in d  r e le v a n t  in d u str y  e x e c u t iv e s  
o f  th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  s e t  o u t  in  th e  C o d e  o f  P r a c t ic e  a n d  th e  P C C ’s  a d d itio n a l  
G u id a n c e  in  th is  area . T h e  o f f i c e  h a d  c o n s id e r e d  it  a n  a p p ro p r ia te  m o m e n t  to  
in it ia te  th is  a c t io n  b e c a u s e  f iv e  y e a r s  h a d  e la p s e d  s in c e  it s  G u id a n c e  o n  
f in a n c ia l  jo u r n a lis m  w a s  r e v is e d . C o m m is s io n e r s  w e lc o m e d  th e  se c r e ta r ia t’s  
p r o p o s a l to  h o s t  a  s e m in a r  fo r  r e le v a n t  jo u r n a lis t s  o n  th e  s u b je c t  in  th e  e a r ly  
p art o f  2 0 1 1 .

M e d ia  a t te n t io n  f o l lo w in g  a  d ea th : r e v is io n  o f  P C C  L itera tu re

C o m m is s io n e r s  c o n s id e r e d  r e v is io n s  to  P C C  litera tu re  a b o u t h o w  th e  
C o m m is s io n  c a n  h e lp  th o s e  w h o  e x p e r ie n c e  m e d ia  a tte n tio n  f o l lo w in g  th e  
d e a th  o f  a  f i i e n d  o r  r e la t iv e . T h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n ts  h a d  b e e n  in  l ig h t  o f  
r e c e n t  c o m m e n t s  b y  a  jo u r n a lis t  w h o  fo u n d  h i m s e l f  in  s u c h  a  s itu a t io n  a n d  w h o  
a r g u e d  th a t th e  P C C ’s  s e r v ic e s  in  th is  a r e a  w e r e  n o t  s u f f ic ie n t ly  c lea r .

M e m b e r s  o f  th e  C o m m is s io n  w e lc o m e d  th e  r e v is e d  te x t  a n d  m a d e  a  n u m b e r  o f  
a d d it io n a l s u g g e s t io n s  a s  to  h o w  it  m ig h t  b e  im p r o v e d  furth er. T h e  o f f ic e  
c o m m it te d  to  w id e r  c o n s u lta t io n  o n  th e  d o c u m e n t  a n d  to  red ra ft th e  te x t  fo r  
c ir c u la t io n  a m o n g  C o m m is s io n e r s  a g a in  in  d u e  c o u r se .
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8 . C o m m u n ic a t in g  P C C  R u lin g s

C o m m is s io n e r s  d is c u s s e d  p r o p o s a ls  to  r e g u la r is e  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  th e  P C C  
p u b lis h e s  i t s  a d ju d ic a t io n s . A  n u m b e r  o f  c o n c e r n s  w e r e  r a ise d , to  w h ic h  
C o m m is s io n e r s  r e q u e s te d  th e  o f f ic e  g iv e  fu rth er  th o u g h t. It w a s  a g r e e d  th a t a  
s e c o n d  p a p e r  o n  th e  su b je c t  w o u ld  b e  p r e se n te d  a t th e  C o m m is s io n ’s  n e x t  
m e e t in g  fo r  c o n s id e r a t io n .

9 . P C C  w e b s it e

C o m m is s io n e r s  w e r e  u p d a te d  o n  w o r k  b e in g  u n d e r ta k e n  to  r e -d e s ig n  th e  P C C ’s  
w e b s it e  -  th e  f ir s t  s u c h  u n d e r ta k in g  s in c e  th e  cu rren t s i t e  w a s  la u n c h e d  in  2 0 0 6 .  
T h e  p r o je c t  w a s  w e lc o m e d  b y  C o m m is s io n e r s .

1 0 . R e p o r t  o n  C o d e  C o m m it te e  M e e t in g  -  2 1  O c to b e r  2 0 1 0

C o m m is s io n e r s  r e c e iv e d  a n d  d is c u s s e d  a  sh o r t rep o r t o n  th e  C o d e  o f  P r a c t ic e  
C o m m it te e ’s  r e c e n t  m e e t in g , w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  a tte n d e d  b y  th e  P C C  C h a ir m a n  
a n d  D ir e c to r .

1 1 . R a t if ic a t io n  o f  C o d e  C h a n g e

C o m m is s io n e r s  h a d  p r e v io u s ly  b e e n  c o n s u lte d  -  a lo n g  w ith  r e p r e se n ta t iv e s  o f  
th e  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  m a g a z in e  in d u str y  -  a b o u t  a  p r o p o sa l b y  th e  C o d e  o f  
P r a c tic e  C o m m it te e  to  a m e n d  C la u s e  1 (A c c u r a c y )  o f  th e  C o d e . N o  s u b s ta n tiv e  
c o n c e r n s  h a d  b e e n  r a is e d  a b o u t  th e  s u g g e s te d  c h a n g e  a n d  th e  C o m m is s io n  
r a tif ie d  th e  a m e n d m e n t  fo r m a lly .

1 2 . C h a ir m a n  a n d  D ir e c to r ’s  m e e t in g s

C o m m is s io n e r s  r e c e iv e d  a n  u p d a te  o n  a p p o in tm e n ts  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  th e  
C h a ir m a n  a n d  D ir e c to r .

1 3 . A n y  o th e r  b u s in e s s

1. O n lin e  w o r k in g  g r o u p

T h e  C o m m is s io n  r e c e iv e d  a  m in u te  o n  th e  f ir s t  m e e t in g  o f  th e  o n lin e  
w o r k in g  g r o u p . I ts  n e x t  m e e t in g  w o u ld  b e  h e ld  in  D e c e m b e r .
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2 . A T V O D

C o m m is s io n e r s  d is c u s s e d  r e c e n t  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  b y  A T V O D , w h ic h  
a p p e a r e d  to  in d ic a te  a  v i e w  th a t v id e o  o n  d e m a n d  b e in g  b r o a d c a s t  b y  cer ta in  
n e w s p a p e r  a n d  m a g a z in e  w e b s it e s  c o u ld  fa ll  w ith in  i t s  r e m it , ra th er  th a n  th e  
P C C ’s. It w a s  a g r e e d  th a t th is  w a s  p r im a r ily  a n  i s s u e  fo r  th e  in d u str y , b u t  
th e  C o m m is s io n  a s k e d  th e  C h a ir m a n  a n d  D ir e c to r  o f  th e  P C C  to  e x a m in e  th e  
m a tte r  fu rth er  a n d  u p d a te  m e m b e r s  w ith  a n y  d e v e lo p m e n ts .

3 . D e p u ty  C h a ir m a n

It w a s  a n n o u n c e d  th a t Ia n  N ic h o l  h a d  a g r e e d  to  b e c o m e  th e  C o m m is s io n ’s  
D e p u ty  C h a irm a n .

4 .  P C C  p a r lia m e n ta r y  r e c e p t io n

C o m m is s io n e r s  w e r e  r e m in d e d  th a t a  p a r lia m e n ta r y  r e c e p t io n  w a s  to  b e  h e ld  
b y  th e  P C C  o n  T u e s d a y  2  N o v e m b e r  fo r  M P s  a n d  p e e r s . T h e  e v e n t  w a s  to  
b e  h o s te d  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w it h  G ra h a m  B r a d y  M P  a n d  M a d e le in e  M o o n  M P .

1 4 . D a te  o f  n e x t  m e e t in g

2 .0 0 p m  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  8*** D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 0  a t H a lto n  H o u s e ,  2 0 /2 3  H o lb o m ,  
L o n d o n  E C l .
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