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that police officers and forces are aware that, un-
less otherwise restricted by the cours, the press i
generally entitled o report details that emerge in
court cases and Inguests (which will oftern indude
the narmes and addresses of the parties involved)
The PCL dealt with one complaint recently
where 2 police officer bad informmed en individual
who had appeared in court that her personal de-
talls were not ellowed to be published by the press.
This advice wes incorrect and an ariicle was subse-
sreotly published, which promipted 2 complaint
{  Jthe individual 1o the PCC that wes rejected.
There are several rules in the code of pradiice
that might be relevant to police oificers advising
memibers of the sublic involved in court cases. For
example, newspapers must not identily victims of
sexual assault or publish material likely to contib

. Uie 1o such identfication. Minor detalls, such a5 5

description of a victim’s appearance, of 1he ot
tion of & gime, have been found 1o be in breach
of the code.

Thers s aiso a rule (Under dlause five Intrision
into grief or shock) that relates specifically 1o the
reporting of suicides and s designed 1o minimise
the risk of copycat ceses. The PCC s slviays happy
1o give copfidenttial advice on the code of practice
55 necessary to the public, police officers and riews
outlets induding on a pre-publication basis.

Police representatives are encolraged to Use the
PCC asen advice bursay and as one of 2 number
of tobls they might like 10 consider wher formulat
ing their media strategies. B

Catherine Speller is a communications officer
for the Press Complaints Commission. Call
0845 600 2757 or visit www.pcc.org.uk
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