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S u i c i d e  H o t s p o t s
The term  'suicide hotspot' has tw o
possible m eanings. It is frequently  
used to  refer to  e ith er a to w n , 
county or country w ith  a relatively high 
rate o f suicide am o ng  its resident 
population  o r a specific, usualiy public, 
site th a t is frequently  used as a location  
fo r suicide.

M an y  w e ll-k n o w n  locations 
th rou gh ou t the  w o rld  have becom e  
associated w ith  suicidal acts. They  
include both m an -m ad e  structures and  
natural sites, such as a bridge or a cliff, 
som e o f w hich  have iconic status or 
significance. These places seem  to  
act as m agnets, attracting suicidal
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individuals. There are also m any less 
w e ll-kn o w n  locations and every local 
area w ill have sites and structures th a t  
lend themselves to  suicide attem pts.

The N ational Institute fo r M en ta l 
H ealth  in England (N IM H E ) recognises 
th e  high im portance o f this issue.
As part o f its contribution  to  th e  
im plem entation  o f th e  N ational Suicide 
Prevention Strategy fo r England and to  
achieve an overall reduction in suicides, 
it has published guidance notes to  
assist m ulti-agency groups to  identify  

'hotspots' for suicide and to  take  
appropriate steps to  im prove safety and  
d eter acts o f suicide a t those locations.

Partnership -  Deeside Colleg

D e e s id e  C o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  
s ta - ff a re  h o p in g  t o  ra is e  lo ts  o1 
m o n e y  f o r  PAPYRUS as its  
c h a r ity  o f  th e  y e a r.

PAPYRUS has been adopted w ith  huge 
enthusiasm by staff at both Deeside College and  
N orihop  College o f Horticulture. Staff m em ber 
and fundraising co-ordinator, P a u l H in c h l i f f e ,  
is aiming to surpass last year's extraordinaiy  
achievem ent o f raising alm ost £ 2 7 ,0 0 0  for 
the NSPCC.

A nne Parry, Debbie Thom pson and A m y  
Llewellyn joined College Principal D a v id  J o n e s ,  
staff and College students at a m edia photocall 
to  officially launch the year's fundraising. W ith  
bold prom otional displays around the college, 
including a vast charity wall w ith  plasm,a screen, 
PAPYRUS cannot be missed.

Students and staff are n o w  planning a series 
of events and activities. From Dragon Boat 
racing, w h ite  w a te r ratting and sky diving to  
sponsored walks, bike rides and m arathons it 
promises to  be a busy year.

Last m onth was the  annual Principal's Charity  
Dinner, " it was a w onderfu l evening, beautifully  
presented and extrem ely w ell supported by iocaf 
businesses and dignitaries, indicating the high 
regard in w hich the College is held ," said A nne  
Parry. "The w ork  the students and staff do for 
their chosen charity is renow ned and w e  are 
looking to w a rd  to  w ork ing  w ith  them  to  help  
raise funds to support H O P E L in e U K ."

The Rt Hon D a v id  H a n s o n , Deiyn M P and  
Hom e Office M inister a ttend ed  the  Dinner. " A s a  
patron of PAPYRUS I am  delighted the  College  
has adopted our charity for the  forthcom ing  
year. The evening itself was very enjoyable w ith  
some entertaining speeches and a w ide range of 
fundraising activities," he com m ented .

Engaging students
N o t  o n ly  is o u r  p a r tn e r s h ip  w i t h  D e e s id e  
c o l le g e  f a n t a s t ic  f r o m  a  f u n d r a is in g  
p o in t  o f  v ie w ,  i t  a ls o  g iv e s  m o r e  y o u n g  
p e o p le  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  g e t  in v o lv e d  w i t h  
t h e  c h a r i ty  t h r o u g h  Y o u n g P A P Y R U S .

Through open discussion and problem 
solving sessions, students w ill gain a greater 

understanding of the chanty they are w orking  
so hard to  fundraise for, and PAPYRUS will 
gain the  valuable perspective o f young
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