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COMPLAINT: INQUIRY REVEALS SUNNIS GIVEN PRIORITY OVER SHIAS

Muslim school’s admission 
policies are ruled unlawful’
Leicester's state Islamic 
school has been told its 
admissions criteria are 
"unlawlul" because they 
discriminate against a 
Muslim group.

'h e  S c h o o ls  A d ju d ic a t o r  
e d lh a t  i l w a s v . ' r o n g M a d a n i  

. i g h  g a v e  S u n n i  M u s l im s  p r i ­
o r i t y  o v e r  S h ia s .

T h e  s c h o o l’s  p o l i c y  a ls o  
b r e a k s  th e  S ex D is c r im u ia i t o n  
A c t  b y  t u r n i n g  a w a y  p u p i l s  to  
c r e a te  t h e  s a m e  n u m b e r  o f  b o y s  
a n d  g i r ls .

by I A N  W iS H A R TEDUCATION CORRESPONDENT
T! is  t h e  s e c o n d  t im e  in  tw o  

y e a r s  t h e  E v in g lo n  V a l le y  R o a d  
s c h o o l  h a s  b e e n  ju d g e d  to  h a v e  
a n  u n la w f u l  a d m is s io n s  p o l ic y .

T h e  a d ju d ic a t o r  s a id  i t  w a s  
p o s s ib le  M a d a n i  -  w h ic h  h a s  
d r o p p e d  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t  to  
h a v in g  1 0 %  n o n - M u s l im  p u p i ls  
-  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a p ­
p r o v e d  i f  p e o p le  t h o u g h t  i t  f a ­
v o u r e d  o n e  d e n o m in a t io n .

T h e  s c h o o L s  a d m is s io n s  
p o l ic y  s a y s  p r i o r i t y  Ls g iv e n  to  
M u s l im  c h i ld r e n ,  a n d  d e f in e s  
“ M u s l i m ’" a s  f o u r  n a m e d  
g r o u p s , w h ic h  a r e  a l l  S u n n i .

C h a i r m a n  o f  g o v e r n o r s  H u s ­
s e in  S u le m a n  s a id  t h e r e  w a s  
n e v e r  a n y  in t c n l i n n  to  e x c lu d e  
a n y  M u s l im  g r o u p ,  a n d  th e  
s c h o o l  w a s  a l r e a d y  c o n s u J l in g  
o n  a  r e v is e d  a d m is s io n s  p o l ic y .

“ T h is  is  c r e a t in g  d iv i s io n s  
w h ic h  d o n ’ t e x is t , "  h e  s a id .

H e  s a id  th e  s c h o o l  w o u ld  c o m ­
p ly  w i t h  th e  r u l i n g  “ w i t h o u t  
c o m p r o m is in g  o u r  p h i l o ­
s o p h y ” .

T h e  in v e s t ig a t io n  f o l lo w e d  a 
c o m p la in t  u n d e r s to o d  t o  h a v e  
c o m e  f r o m  a  S h ia  w h o  b e l ie v e d  
t h e  p o l  ic y  w a s  d  i s c r im  in a  t o r y

S u n n is  a n d  S h ia s  a r e  t h e  tw o  
m a in  s u b - g r o u p s  o f  L s la m  a n d  
d i f f e r  in  s o m e  b e l ie f s  a n d  p r a c ­

t ic e s .  S u n n is  m a k e  u p  8-5% o f  
t h e  g lo b a l  M u s l im  p o p u la t io n .

C n u n  S u le m a n  s a id  t h e r e  
w’ c r e  S h ia s  a t M a d a n i ,  a n d  a t  
th e  s c h o o l ’s  p r iv a t e  p r im a r > ;  
b u t  h e  s a id  h e  d id  n o t  k n o w  
w h e t h e r  a n y  h a d  b e e n  a c r e p te d  
a t  M a d a n i  s in c e  i t  b e c a m e  a 
s la t fe s c h o o l.

M a d a n i  is  a l lo w e d  to  g iv e  p r i ­
o r i t y  t o  M u s l i m  c h i l d r e n ,  j u s t  
a s  C a t h o l ic  s c h o o ls  g iv e  p r i o r ­
i t y  t o  C a t h o l i c  p u p i ls .

I t  w a s  t o ld  t o  d e fm e  “ M u s l i m ”  
w h e n  a  c o m p la in t  a g a in s t  i t s  
a d m is s io n s  c r i i e r i a  w a s  u p ­
h e ld  i n  2 008.

C o u n  S u le m a n  s a id  th e  s c h o o l  
d e c id e d  o n  i t s  d e f i n i t i o n  b e ­

c a u s e  i t  w a s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h a t  
c o n ta in e d  in  t h e  d e e d s  o f  t h e  
p r i v a t e  L e ic e s te r  I s la m ic  
A c a d e m y ,  M a d a n i ’s  p r e d e ­
c e s s o r, w r i t t e n  20  y e a r s  a g o .

B u t  a d ju d ic a t o r  D r  E l iz a b e t h  
P a s s m o r e  s a id  s h e  c o u ld  n o t  
“ f m d  a  d o c u m e n t  c u r r e n t l y  a p ­
p l y i n g  t o  t h e  s c h o o l t h a t  d e s ig ­
n a te s  i t  a s  b e in g  f o r  a p a r t i c u ­
l a r  g r o u p  o f  M u s l i m s ” ,

S h e  w r o t e :  “ I t  s e e m s  t o  m e  t h e  
s c h o o l  w a s  e x p e c te d  t o  b e  a 
M u s l i m  f a i t h  s c h o o l ,  e q u a l ly  
a c c e s s ib le  to  a l l  M u s l im s . ”  

M a d a .n i  m u s t  a l t e r  i t s  a d m is ­
s io n s  f o r  S e p te m b e r  2 0 n .  
L e ic e s t e r  C i t y  C o u n c i l  s a id  i t  
w o u ld  h e lp  t h e  s c h o o l.

L e o p a rd s  n ew  

s ta rs  lo r  zo o
T W O  r a r e  s n o w  le o p a r d s  a r c  
p r e p a r i n g  lu  m a k e  t h e i r  h o m e  
m  L e ic e s te r s h i r e ,

T h e  p a i r  a r e  in  q u a r a n t in e  
b u t  w i t h i n  a  f e w  w e e k s  a r e  s e t 
t o  b e c o m e  th e  s ta r s  o f  
T w y c r o s s  Zioo’ s  n e w  H im a la y a  
e x h i b i t .

T h e y  a r e  S u o u ,  a  m a le  f r o m  
T a m a  Z o o , in  J a p a n ,  a n d  a fe ­
m a le .  I r m a ,  f r o m  S w -e d e n .

A  z o o  s p o k e s m a n  s a id  t h e y  
h a d  s e t t le d  i n  w e l l  t o  t h e i r  
q u a r a n t in e  q u a r t e r s  s in c e  a r ­
r i v i n g  a b o u t  12 d a y s a g o .

S now ? le o p a r d s  a r e  w -e ll a d a p ­
te d  f o r  l i f e  in  t h e  m o u n t a in s ,  
w i t h  f e a tu r e s  i n c lu d in g  s h o r t  
f o r e le g s  w i t h  la r g e  p a w s  f o r  

I k i t i g  o n  s n o w ,  lo n g  h in d -  
5 f o r  le a p in g ,  l o n g  f u r  w i t h  

. o n ly  u n r ie rR T 'o w th  a n d  a  lo n g  
r i c x i h l o t a i l .

S r u w  le n ) ) i i r d .s  a r c  a n  e n ­
d a n g e r e d  .sp e c ie s .

i f

PICTURE, ALEX HANNAH / 206076-M
NEW ARRIVAL: This female snow leopard is in quarantine at the Twycross Zoo, but will move into her new home in two weeks

A r r e s t s  f o r  
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p e n s io n e r

A T T A C K  . tR O M  F R O N T  PA G E

m a n ,  s a id :  “ I t ’s  c o w a r d ly  a n d  
w ic k e d .  T h e r e  a r e  a l o t  o f  e ld ­
e r ly  p e o p le  u p  h e r e  a n d  p e o p le  
a r e  f e e l in g  s c a r e d . ”

T o n y  D o n o v a n ,  o f  A g e  C o n ­
c e r n ,  c o n d e m n e d  t h e  a t t a c k .

M r  D o n o v a n  s a id :  “ O ld e r  
p e o p le  a r e  e x p lo i t e d  in  d ifT e r -  
e n t w a y s ,  m o r e  o f te n  t h a n  n o t 
i t ’s  T h e  d o o r s te p  c o n . A t t a c k s  
l i k e  t h is ,  t h a n k f u l l y  a r c  r a r e .  

“ T h e y  c a n  c a u s e  a n x ie t y  
a m o n g  o ld e r  p e n ip ic  i n  t h e  c u n i-  
m u n i t y .  S a f f r o n  L a n e  Ls a 
t i g h t l y - k n i t  c o m m i m i i y  a n d  I 
w o u ld  u r g e  a n y o n e  w h o  k n o w s  
th e  p e o p le  w h o  c a r r ie d  o u t  t h is  
a t t a c k  to  c o n t a c t  th e  p o l ic e  i m ­
m e d ia te ly  b e fo r e  t h e y  d o  i t  to  
s o m e o n e  e ls e . ”

WITNESSES
P o lic e  b e l ie v e  t h e  a t t a c k e r  r a n  

o f f  t o w a r d s  n e a r b y  B a b in g io n  
R o w  w h e r e  h e  m e t  a n o t h e r  
m a n .

D e te c t iv e s  r e le a s e d  p h o to ­
g r a p h s  o f  t h e  m a n ’s  i n ju r ie s  
y e s te r d a y  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  to  
b r i n g f o r w a r d  w itn e s s e s .  

D e te c t iv e  C o n s t t ib le  J o a n n a  
B r o w n ,  t h e  in v e . s l ig a t in g  o f ­
f ic e r ,  s a id ;  “ T h e  a s ,s a u ll le f i  th e  
v i c i i m  w i t h  s o m e  n a s t y  i n i u r -  
ic s  a n d  i t  i s  v e r y  s a d  to  t h i n k  
t h a t  t h i s  m a n  w a s  la r g e U 'd ,  
e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  is  e ld e r l y  v u l ­
n e r a b le  a n d  a lm o s t  d e fe n c e le s s  
a g a in s t  a y o u n g  m a n  w i t h  a 
w e a p o n .

“ W e  h a v e  a r r e s te d  t h r e e  m e n ,  
b u t  w e  d o  n o t  w a n t  w i tn e s s e s  to  
t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  m e a n s  w e  n o  
lo n g e r  n e e d  th e m  t o  c o m e  f o r ­
w a r d .

“ I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  th e  in c id ­
e n t  is  s t i l l  a s  v a lu a b le  to  u s  n o w  
a s  i t  w a s  b e fo r e  th e  a r r e s t s ,  so  
p le a s e  c a l l  u s  i f  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  
k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  r n b -  
b e r \ ;  o r  t h e  p e o p le  in v o lv e d . ”
B  T h r e e  m e n  -  a  1 7 -y e a r -o ld  
a n d  tw o  a g e d  21 -  h a v e  b e e n  a r ­
r e s te d  a n d  re le a s e d  o n  p o l ic e  
b a d  w h i le  o f f ic e r s  c o n t in u e  
t h e i r  i n v e s i . ig a t io n .

A n y o n e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t io n  i.s 
a .sked lo  c o n ta c t  Bed C o n  
B r o w n  o n  U i i  6  222 2222.

P r e s s  C o m p l a i n t s  C o m m i s s i o n  a d j u d i c a t i o n  o n  c h i l d ’s  p h o t o
A  W O M A N  c o m p la in e d  to  th e  
P r e s s  C o m p la  i n t s  C o m m is s io n  
t h a t  a n  a r t i c le  h e a d l in e d  
“ T e n d e r  a r m  o f  th e  la w -" ,  p u b ­
l i s h e d  in  th e  L e ic e s t e r  M e r ­
c u r y  o n  12 D e c e m b e r  2 009, c o n ­
t a in e d  a  p h o to g r a p h  o f  h e r  
d a u g h t e r  w h ic h  w a s  p u b l is h e d  
w i t h o u t  c o n s e n t  in  b r e a c h  o f  
C la u s e  6 ( C h i ld r e n )  o f  t h e  E d i t ­
o r s ’ C o d e  o f  P r a c t ic e .

T h e  c o m p la in t  w a s  u p h e ld .
T h e  a r t i c le  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a b u s  

f u l l  o f  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  
o n  a  d a y  t r i p h a d  c r a s h e d  i n t o  a 
l o w r a i l w a y b r i d g e .

T h e  c o m p la in a n t  o b je c te d  to  
t h e  i n d u s in n  i n  t h e  c o v e r a g e  o f  
a  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  h e r  d a u g h te r ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  n u m e r o u s  o t h e r

c h i l d r e n ,  b e in g  c o m f o r t e d  b y  a 
p o l ic e m a n  a ! th e  s c e n e  o f  th e  
a c c id e n t .

H e r  d a u g h te r  h a d  b e e n  p i c ­
t u r e d  i n  a  d e a r  s ta le  o f  d is t r e s s  
a n d  th e  c o m p la in a n t  h a d  n o t  
b e e n  a s k e d  f o r  h e r  c o n s e n t  f o r  
t h e  p h o to g r a p h  l o  a p p e a r .  T h e  
c h i l d  h a d  b e e n  f u r t h e r  u p s e t  b y  
t h e  p u b ]  te a t i o n  o f  t h e  im a g e .

T h e  n e w s p a p e r  s a id  t h a t  t h i s  
w a s  a  s e r io u s  a c c id e n t  i n  
w h ic h  t h e r e  w a s  a  le g i t im a t e  
p u b l i c  i n te r e s t .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  
d e p ic te d  i n  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  h a d  
n o t  b e e n  in ju r e d  a n d  w e r e  a l l  
s a fe  f r o m  f u r t h e r  h a r m ,

T h e  d e c is io n  t o  p u b l i s h  th e  
p h o t o g r a p h  h a d  n o t  b e e n  ta k e n  
l ig h t ly .  I t s  m a in  c o n c e r n  w a s

t h e  p o s s ib le  im p a c t  a n y  u s e  o f  
t h e  p i c t u r e  w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  o n  
th e  c h i ld r e n .

T h e  p h o to g r a p h  h a d  b e e n  
t a k e n  o n  th e  s t r e e t  a n d  h a d  
b e e n  u n a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a n y  
p r i v a t e  d e ta i ls  o f  i h e  c h i l d r e n  
in v o lv e d .

I l  w o u ld  a ls o  n o t  h a v e  h a d  a n  
u n p a c i  o n  t h e  w ^ e lfa re  o f  th e  
c h i l d r e n  a s  i t  h a d  a p p e a r e d  
o n ly  i n  L e ic e s te r ,  o u t s id e  t h e i r  
lo c a l  a re a , I l  s a id  t h a t  t h e y  
w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  e m b a r ­
r a s s e d  o r  d is t . re s s e d  b y  t h e  c o v ­
e ra g e .

A d j u d i c a t i o n ;  N e w s p a p e r s  
a n '  c n U i le d  t o  p u b l i s h  s to r ie s  
a m i  p ic lu r e s  o f  s e r io u s  r o a d  a c ­

c id e n ts ,  w 'h ic h  t a k e  p la c e  i n  
p u b l i c  a n d  o f t e n  h a v e  w d d e - 
r e a c h in g  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  I n  t h i s  
c a s e , i l  w a s  n o t  i n  d o u b t  t h a t  
t h e  b u s  c r a s h  -  w h ic h  in v o lv e d  
m o r e  t h a n  50  s c h o o lc h i ld r e n  -  
w a s  a  s e r io u s  i n c id e n t  w h ic h  
r a is e d  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t io n s  i n  
r e g a r d  to  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a fe ty .

T h e  c o m m is s io n  d id  n o t  w is h  
t o  i n t e r f e r e  u n n e c e s s a r i ly  w i t h  
th e  n e w s p a p e r ’s  r i g h t  t o  r e p o r t  
t h e  m a t te r ,  w ’h i c h  i t  g e n e r a l ly  
h a d  d o n e  i n  a  s e n s i t  iv e  m a n n e r .

H o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s  c le a r  t h a t  t h e  
c o m p la in a n t  h a d  n o t  g iv e n  h e r  
c o n s e n t  f o r  th e  n e w s p a p e r  to  
e i t h e r  ta k e ,  o r  p u b l i s h  th e  p h o -  
lo g r a p h  w h i c h  s h o w e d  h e r

d a u g h t e r  i n  a s ta te  o f  d is t r e s s .  
T h e  s u b je c t  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  c lo s e -  
u p  p h o t o g r a p h  c e r t a in l y  r e ­
la te d  t o  h e r w - e lfa r e .

T h e r e  m a y  b e  o c c a s io n s  
w h e r e  t h e  s c a le  a n d  g r a v i t y  o f  
t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  c a n  m e a n  
t h a t  p ic t u r e s  o f  c h i l d r e n  c a n  h e  
p u b l is h e d  i n  t h e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t  
w i t h o u t  c o n s e n t .  I n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o f  t h i s  c a s e , t l i e  
c o m m is s io n  d id  n o t  c o n s id e r  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  s u f f i c ie n t  p u b -  
1 i c  i n t e r e s t  in  j u s t i f y  t h e  p u b l  ic -  
a t i o r i o f t h c  im a g e .

I t  a c c e p te d  i h a t  th e  new Yspa- 
p e r  h a d  t h o u g h t  c a r e f u l l y  
a b o u t  w h e t h e r  t o  u s e  th e  p h o t o ­
g r a p h ,  b u t  t h e  c o m m is s io n  
c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  j u s t  t h e

w r o n g  s id e  o f  th e  l i n e  o n  i h i s  
o c c a s io n .  T h e  c o m p la in i  w a s  
th e r e fo r e  u p h e ld .

■  E d i t o r ’ s  f o o t n o t e :  1 a p o lo ­
g is e  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  o u r  r e a d ­
e r s  f o r  t h i s  m i.s ju d g e m e n i  a n d  
f o r  a n y  d is t r e s s  w e  m a y  h a v e  
c a u s e d . W e  d id  n o t  in t e n d  to  
a d d  t o  t h e  up .se ! o f  th o s e  i n ­
v o lv e d  in  t h e  a c c id e n t  a n d  w e  
a r e  g r a t e f u l  t h a t  t h e  c o m m is ­
s io n  r f f c o g n is e d  th a t  w e  d id  n o t  
p u b l is h  t h e  p h o to g r a p h  l i g h t l y  

H o w e v e r ,  v^e  a c c e p t  t h e  c o m -  
m is s io r i s  r u l i n g  t h a t  w e  g o t it 
w r o n g  a n d  t h a t  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  
o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  “ w a s  j u s t  th e  
w T o n g  s id e  o f  t h e  l i n e  o n  t h is  
o c c a s io n . "
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