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From  the Chairm an

Lord  B lack o f Brentwood
Chairm an
PressBof
c/o Telegraph M edia Group 
111 Buckingham  Palace Road 
London S W I W O D T 20"^ Januar)^2011

I am w ritin g  fo llo w in g  yesterday’ s C om m ission’ s m eeting, where the 
subject o f N o ithem  &  S he ll’s w ithd raw a l from  the system o f se lf
regulation was discussed at length.

M :  WEERS Of

The C om m ission regards th is  issue as a serious developm ent, w hich has 
the potentia l to underm ine the w ork o f the PCC. I know  you — on b e ha lf o f 
the industr}'' -  are w ork ing  hard to explore ways to  b ring  the company back 
w ith in  the fo ld . The C om m ission believes th is  is an im portant task, and 
hopes that every means w ill be explored to achieve a successful 
conclusion.

We believe that the continued absence o f N orthern &  Shell -  over the 
m edium  to  long tem i -  is lik e ly  to com prom ise how  the PCC adm inisters 
the system , and how  the system is view ed by others (both the pub lic , and 
leg is la tors). Indeed, on ly yesterday Jeremy H unt announced the advent o f 
a new  C om m unications A c t, w hich means that a ll m edia regulation w ill 
soon be subject to  leg is la tive  scrutiny. A t a tim e when the great mess o f 
content regulation (te lev is ion , video on demand, on line  versions o f 
tra d ition a l m edia, the in ternet more w id e ly ) is being examined and 
consolidated, apparent weakness in  the system o f press regulation could 
sure ly be up fo r debate.
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The C om m ission has asked that it  be kept in fom ied  -  as fa r as is possible -  
about the w o rk  tha t is being done to  b ring  N orthern &  Shell back, and I 
loo k fo rw ard  to discussing these next steps w ith  you at the PressBof 
m eeting in  February.

W ith  k ind  regards.

Baroness Buscom be
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