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The Press Standards Board of F inance L im ited

E d i t o r s ^  C o d e  o f  

C o n a m i t t e a

P r a c t i c e

Agenda
E d i t o r s ’ C o d e  o f  P r a c t ic e  C o m m it t e e  m e e t in g

NS/NPA offices, 8* Floor, St Andrew’s House,
18-20 St Andrew Street London EC4 SAY 

10.30 a.m., Thursday, 21 October 2010

1. Apologies: Colin Grant
2. Minutes of Thursday, 10 A p ril 2010 (circu lated)
3. Matters aris ing ( i f  no t dea lt  w ith  below):

• Moderating we-bsrtes  ̂ -
■ Code amendment -
■ Governance Reviev/ -
■ Select Committee response - 

Code Committee website 
Bribery B i l l  
Payments to witnesses 
Adverse adjudications 
Phone hacking
Transjparency and publication of minutes (Appendix A) 

Online Codebook update-: (Appendix B)
Prior n o tific a tio n :
Headlines:
Photography 
Social networking 

Suggestions from the public  
Code Review 
Other business 
Next meeting

4 .
5 . 
S .
7 .
8 .
a.

10 .

11
12
13
14

Appendix A Redacted Minutes o f  10 A p r i l .
Appendix B [separate p d f ) : Revised Codebook on line .  
Appendix C (separate pd f ) :  The Code in A4 format for easy
ret erence.

A g e n d a  i t e m s :

4. Code Committee website: Growth has slowed, w'ith 260,000 hi ts from
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N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 9  t o  m i d - O c t o b e r  2 0 1 0  i n c l u s i v e  -  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  a v e r a g e  a s  
f o r  th e  12 m onths t o  M arch  2 0 1 0 . The num ber o f  p a g e s  v ie w e d  -  a more 
r e l i a b l e  m e a s u re  o f  u s a g e  -  f e l l  a l i t t l e ,  d e s p it e  a b ig  s p ik e  i n  J u ly ,  
when th e  C h a ir m a n 's  a n n u a l r e p o r t  w as p u b l is h e d .

5. Bribery Act: I t  was a g re e d  a t  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  t o  d e f e r  a d e c i s i o n  on  
t h e  p ro p o s e d  A c t  u n t i l  th e  i n d u s t r y 's  p o s s i b l e  r e s p o n s e  t o  i t  c o u ld  be 
a s s e s s e d .  The s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o t n o t i c e a b l y  c l e a r e r ,  b eyond c o n t in u in g  and 
i n c r e a s i n g  c o n c e rn s  o v e r  a la w  t h a t :

■  I n t r o d u c e s  maximum t e n - y e a r  s e n t e n c e s ,  w it h o u t  a p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  
d e f e n c e ;

■  E n d a n g e rs  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  jo u r n a l is m ;

■  T h r e a t e n s  j o u r n a l i s t s '  r i g h t s  u n d e r A r t i c l e  10 o f  th e-E C H R ; and

• P u ts  p u b l i s h e r s  who in t r o d u c e  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e d u r e s  i n  c o n f l i c t  w it h  
ECHR.

T h e re  a p p e a r s  t o  be l i t t l e  o r  no p r o s p e c t  o f  an e a r l y  amendment t o  th e  
A c t ,  w h ic h  i s  due to  come in t o  e f f e c t  i n  A p r i l .  B ut t h e r e  i s  a p u b l i c  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  u n t i l  Novem ber 8 on th e  O f f i c i a l  G u id a n c e  t o  th e  new la w . So 
damage l i m i t a t i o n  a c t i v i t y  m igh t be fo c u s e d  on t r y i n g  to  p e rs u a d e  th e  
G overnm ent t o  in c lu d e  i n  i t s  g u id a n c e  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  j o u r n a l is m  
d im e n s io n  t o  th e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  a p p ly  i n  d e c id in g  w h e th e r  
t o  p r o s e c u t e .  T h is  w o u ld  mean p aym ents i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
j o u r n a l is m  w o u ld  s t i l l  be i l l e g a l  -  b u t  t h a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  p r o s e c u t io n  
m ig h t d im i n i s h .  The c h i l l i n g  e f f e c t  w ou ld  re m a in .

S. Paym ents to  w it n e s s e s -:  B a ro n e s s  Buscombe h a s a sk e d  th e  co m m itte e  to
c l a r i f y  t h e  i s s u e  o f  paym ents to  c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  defendants -  a s  o p p osed  
t o  w it n e s s e s .-  I n  S ep te m b e r 2009, th e  Mail  On Sunday p a id  L o lo a h i  T a p u i,  
an  i l l e g a l  Im m ig ra n t, f o r  a s t o r y  m aking s e r io u s  a l l e g a t i o n s  ab o u t Lady  
S c o t la n d ,  t h e n  A t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l,  f o r  whom sh e  w o rk e d  as h o u s e k e e p e r.  The 
c o n t r a c t  was s ig n e d  f o u r  d ays a f t e r  T a p u l was a r r e s t e d  f o r  a l l e g e d
im m ig r a t io n  o f f e n c e s .  She was fo u n d  g u i l t y  and j a i l e d  i n  A p r i l  2 0 1 0 . The 
PCC was c o n c e rn e d  t h a t  t h i s  paym ent, when p r o c e e d in g s  w ere a c t i v e ,  
b r e a c h e d  C la u s e  1 5 i,  g iv e n  t h a t  T a p u i was a w it n e s s  a t  h e r  own t r i a l .  
H ow ever, a s  th e  Code d o e s n o t m e n tio n  d e fe n d a n t s ,  and th e  i s s u e  was n ot  
c o v e r e d  by P aym ents t o  C r im in a l s ,  the- PCC -  w h il-e u n c o m fo r t a b le  w it h  th e  
paym ent - f e l t  u n a b le  t o  a d ju d ic a t e .  The PCC b e l i e v e s  t h i s  x a is e s -
l e g it im a t e  e t h i c a l  c o n c e rn s  and a s k s :

■  S h o u ld  C la u s e  15 be amended e x p l i c i t l y  to  c o v e r  d e fe n d a n t s ?
• S h o u ld  i t  make r e f e r e n c e  to  a p p r o p r ia t e  t im in g s  f o r  th e  o f f e r  o f  

paym e n ts ( i n  r e l a t i o n  to  c h a rg e s  b e in g  r a i s e d  o r  p le a s  e n t e r e d ) ?
■  S h o u ld  t h e r e  be a p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  d e fe n c e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  p a y in g

d e fe n d a n t s ?

IB note :  This anomaly was pa r t  o f  the p r i c e  o f  a f lawed deal wi th Lord
Chancel lor  Derry I r v i n e  in  2003, accepted on ly  to  avoid the a l t e r n a t i v e  - 
a law tha t  could j a i l  j o u r n a l i s t s  f o r  pay ing witnesses . He in s i s t e d  there 
should be no p u b l i c  i n te r e s t  defence. I r v i n e ' s  professed aim was to
ensure tha t  defendants got a f a i r  t r i a l  -  th e y  w ere never mentioned as a 
r i s k .  Indeed, o f  the handful  o f  wi tness payments cases over the l a s t  60 
years, none has invo lved payments to defendants.
U n t i l  2003, the Code Committee had always recognised that there should be 
a p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  defence ava i lab le  f o r  paying both defendants and 
witnesses. But whi le the  c a s e  f o r  paying defendants could be p a r t i c u l a r l y  
st rong - to  help wrongly accused people fund t h e i r  defence, f o r  example -  
no d i s t i n c t i o n  was made as between the two. There was no need: both were 
covered. Nor would there be a need now f o r  the d i s t i n c t i o n ,  i f  the p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t  defence were s t i l l  ava i lab le .  Four op t ions ,  a l l  wi th drawbacks, 
a r e :
1. R e in t r o d u c e  th e  C la u s e  I S i  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  e x c e p t io n .  T h is  c o u ld  

i n v i t e  MoJ r e s i s t a n c e .
2 . I n c lu d e  defendants in  ongoing c r im ina l  t r i a l s  (o r  s i m i l a r )  in  C la u s e  

1 6 i Paym ents to  C r i m i n a l s .  A r g u a b ly ,  t h i s  c o u ld  i n f r i n g e  th e  Human 
R ig h t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w I t o  a r e  in n o c e n t  u n t i l  p ro v e d  g u i l t y  - b u t so .
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p re s u m a b ly , c o u ld  i n c l u s i o n  o f  d e fe n d a n t s  i n  C la u s e  1 5 i ,  i f  t h e i r  
r i g h t s  t o  a f a i r  t r i a l  w ere a f f e c t e d .

3 .  I n c l u d e , d e fe n d a n t s  i n  C la u s e  1 5 i .  T h is  c o u ld  make m a t t e rs  w o rse  (s e e  
a b o v e ) .

4 . Do n o t h in g ,  on th e  b a s i s  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  se e  how p aym ents to  
d e fe n d a n t s  w o u ld  i n t e r f e r e  w it h  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  a f a i r  t r i a l ;  t h a t  su c h  
p aym ents w e re  n o t th e  G o v e rn m e n t's  c o n c e rn  i n  2002 ; and t h a t  i t  h a s  
n o t b een a m a jo r  i s s u e  f o r  th e  PCC u n t i l  now.

7 .  A d v e rs e  a d j u d ic a t i o n s ;  I t  was a g re e d  a t  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  to  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a fo rm a t b y w h ic h  th e  p o s i t i o n i n g  o f  a d v e r s e  a d j u d ic a t i o n s  
m ig h t be f o r m a l l y  a g re e d  i n  a d v a n ce  betw een e d i t o r s  and th e  PCC D i r e c t o r .  
T h is  w ou ld  b o t h  b r i n g  i t  i n t o  l i n e  w it h  th e  r e c e n t  Code ch an g e c o v e r in g  
c o r r e c t i o n s  and a id  th e  C o m m is s io n 's  c a s e  when e m p h a s is in g  th e  s t r e n g t h  
o f  e x i s t i n g  s a n c t io n s .

A p o s s i b i l i t y  might be f o r  the Preamble to  s ta te :

D d i t c r s  s h o u l d  ,■ c c - o p e r a r e  ; ' s w i f t l y  - w i t h  t h e ' .  PCS P r e s s  ' C o m p la in t s  
C o m m issio n  . i n  - t h e  r e s c l i i t i c n  o f .  c o m p l a i n t s  A n y  p u b  1 i c a t i o n  ; j u d g e d  

:;-t'6;'lHav^^  ̂ th'el-'':'Gqde-'l;,m^ p F i n t -  p u b l i s h  t h e  a d j u d i c a t i o n , i n
i f u l i T l a ’nd':'.' w it ' .h  d u o  p r o m i n e n c e  a p p ro v e d  b y the, C o 'au n issio ri' s  D i r e c t o r ,  

i n c l u d i n g  h e a d l i n e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  PCC. ' ' ' : ■

T h is ,  m ig h t h a v e  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  a d d r e s s in g  e d i t o r s '  c o n c e rn s  a t  
i n t e r f e r e n c e  w it h  th e  r i g h t  t o  e d i t ,  w h ile  d e m o n s tra tin g , th e  P C C 's  c l e a r  
r o l e  i n  d e c id in g  what c o n s t i t u t e s  due p ro m in e n ce  i n  e a ch  c a s e .  A s w it h  
th e  p r o c e s s  f o r .  c o r r e c t i o n s ,  t h i s  b u i l d s  on c u r r e n t  in f o r m a l p r a c t i c e ,  
w h ic h  h as r e l i e d  on th e  D i r e c t o r ' s  good w o rk in g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w it h  
e d i t o r s .  He w o u ld , o f  c o u r s e ,  need t o  h ave th e  d e le g a t e d  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  
PCC.

8. Phone h a c -k in g : Renewed i n q u i r i e s  in t o  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  phone h a c k in g  b y  
th e  News o f  the World i n e v i t a b l y  r a i s e  q u e s t io n s  o f  w h e th e r f u r t h e r  Code 
Com m ittee a c t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  d e s i r a b l e ,  p o s s i b l e  o r  t im e ly .  The Code 
h a s a lr e a d y  b e e n  amended t o  make c l e a r  t h a t ;

.... i n te r c e p t i n g  p r i v a te  o r  mobi le tele.phone c a l l s ,  messages o r  emai ls;  
o r  by the unauthor ised removal o f  documents o r  photographs  o r  by 
accessing d i g i t a l l y - h e l d  p r i v a te  in fo rmat ion  wi thout
consent... including by agents or  in te rm ed ia r ies ,  can g en e ra l l y  be 
j u s t i f i e d  on ly  i n  the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

So t h e r e  c a n  be no doubt t h a t  th e a c t i v i t y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  c o v e r e d .  
H ow ever, th e  co m m ittee may w is h  t o  a d d r e s s  th e  i s s u e  o f w h e th e r f u r t h e r  
a c t i o n  i s  w a r r a n t e d  to  r a i s e  t h e  p r o f i l e  o f  th e  r u l e s  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  w id e  
p u b l i c  co n d e m n a tio n . And -  i f  so -  w h e th e r t h a t  s h o u ld  be v i a  th e  Code, 
The E d i to rs '  Codebook, o r  p e r h a p s  a p u b l i c  sta te m e n t on how th e  Code 
c o v e r s  t h i s  i s s u e .

Any a c t io n  w o u ld  be c o n s t r a in e d  by p ro b le m s p e c u l i a r  t o  t h i s  c a s e .  F i r s t ,  
by d e f i n i t i o n ,  th e  Code d id  n o t s t o p  C l i v e  G oodm an's a c t i v i t i e s  -  b u t  
n e i t h e r  d id  th e  la w . Second, t h e r e  i s  no o t h e r  PCC c a s e  law  in  t h i s  a r e a .  
T h ir d ,  any C om m ittee a c t io n  w o u ld  h ave t o  be tim e d  so as n o t t o  i n t e r f e r e  
w it h  c u r r e n t  c r i m i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  o r  g iv e  p o s s i b l e  c re d e n c e  to  so f a r  
u n s u b s t a n t ia t e d  a l l e g a t i o n s .

9. Code co m m itte e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  (see Appendix A):  The s e c r e t a r y ,  a s  
r e q u e s t e d ,  h a s  lo o k e d  a t  ways o f  im p ro v in g  th e  c o m m it t e e 's  t r a n s p a r e n c y .

• P u b l is h in g  a g e n d a s: T h is  m ig h t n ot p o se  a p ro b le m  i f  c o n f in e d  to  
t o p i c s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  T h e re  w ould be d i f f i c u l t i e s  i f  we w ere to  
p u b l i s h  t h e  agenda p a p e r s  (s u c h  a s t h i s  o n e ) . I t  w ould be p a r t i c u l a r l y  
p r o b le m a t ic  t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  agenda p a p e rs  f o r  th e  Code R evie w , v.'here 
o f t e n  v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  s u b m is s io n s  from  c i v i l  s o c ie t y  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  
re d u c e d  t o  a p a ra g ra p h  o r  tw o.

■  P u b l is h in g  m in u t e s :  I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  r e g u l a t o r y  b o d i e s  p u b l i s h  m i n u t e s .
The PCC now d o e s s o . O urs m igh t need to  be l e s s  f u l l  th an  c u r r e n t l y .
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An exam ple o f  how th e  10 A p r i l  m in u te s  m ig h t lo o k  i f  e d it e d  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  a t t a c h e d  a s  Appendix A. As t h o s e  in c lu d e  t h e  a n n u a l  
C ode R e v ie w , th e y  a l s o  g iv e  reasons f o r  dec is ions  on Code changes.  I t  
i s  f o r  t h e  co m m itte e  t o  d e c id e  w h e th e r we w o u ld  w is h  t o  p u b l i s h  more 
o r  l e s s  in f o r m a t io n .

O t h e r  m a t e r i a l :  M ost a r e a s  o f  t h e  c o m m it t e e 's  a c t i v i t y  a r e  c o v e r e d  by  
t h e  ag en da and m in u t e s ,  o r  a lr e a d y  p u b l is h e d .  S u b m is s io n s  to  
G o vern m en t o r  S e l e c t  C o m m ittee s a r e  made p u b l i c .  Some c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  -  
s u c h  a s t o  s u i c i d e  p r e v e n t io n  c h a r i t i e s  -  i s  p u b l is h e d  b y a g re e m e n t.  
T he r e s t  i s  u s u a l l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  p r i v a t e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  i s s u e  i s  
w h e th e r we in c r e a s e  th e  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p a r e n c y  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  and r a i s e  
t h e  C o m m it te e 's  p u b l i c  p r o f i l e .

We a l r e a d y  h ave  th e  w e b s it e  and The E d i t o r s '  Codebook i n  b o th  p r i n t  and  
o n l i n e  v e r s i o n s .  The C h a ir m a n 's  a n n u a l r e p o r t  a t t r a c t e d  3 9 ,0 0 0  h i t s  
o n l i n e  and was w id e ly  q u o te d . Frequent ly  Asked Quest ions, a lr e a d y  o n l in e ,  
h a v e  now b e e n  in t r o d u c e d  in t o  th e  Codebook (s e e  b e l o w ) . We p u b l i s h  p r e s s  
r e l e a s e s  on Code amendments and o t h e r  d e v e lo p m e n ts . We w i l l  p ro d u c e  a 
L e t t e r  to  E d it o r s  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  a n n o u n c in g  th e  a n n u a l Code R e v ie w .  
O t h e r  o p p o r t u n it ie s  c a n  be a d d r e s s e d  as th e y  a r i s e ,  w h ile  t a k in g  c a r e  n o t  
to  r a i s e  e x p e c t a t io n s  we ca n n o t m eet.

1 0 . O n lin e  Codebook u p d a te  (Appendix B) : The Codebook h a s u n d e rg o n e  a
m a jo r  r e v i s e  o n l in e ,  a d d in g  11 p a g e s , a f f e c t i n g  th e  P re a m b le  (PIO); 
A c c u r a c y  {PIS) ; P r i v a c y  (P29) ; H a ra ssm e n t (P40) ; I n t r u s i o n  i n t o  G r i e f  
(P44) ; C h i ld r e n  (P51);  H o s p it a l s  (P58) ; R e p o r t in g  o f  C rim e  (P61); 

C l a n d e s t in e  d e v ic e s  (P63);  D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  (P71)- New m a t e r ia l  i n c l u d e s :

• A n FAQs s e c t i o n  (P9-10)  to  c o u n t e r  m is c o n c e p t io n s  a b o u t th e  Code.
■  Briefing-pane.ls-  _on H e a d lin e s  (P25) and on P h o t o - j o u r n a lis m  (P3S) .
■  ^E xtended guidance on g i v i n g  s u b j e c t s  o f  s t o r i e s  p r i o r  n o t i f i c a t i o n

(P16) and on th e  r i s k s  o f  u s in g  m a t e r ia l  fro m  s o c i a l  n e t w o rk in g  s i t e s  
(P30) .

= Case summaries on th e  d a n g e rs  o f  r u n n in g  anonimn.ous t i p - o f f s  (P16) ; Rod 
L i d d l e ' s  b lo g  (P22)■ S te p h e n  G a t e ly  (P46);  p ro b le m s  o f  p h o t o g ra p h in g  
f u n e r a l s  u n i n v i t e d  (P46); c h a in s a w  s u i c i d e  in q u e s t  (P47); A l f i e  P a t t e n  
(P53) ; c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l b u s c r a s h  p i c t u r e s  (P54) ; and C l a r e  B a ld in g  

an d  I a i n  D a le  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  c a s e s  (P72).
• The new r u l e  on p u b l i s h in g  c o r r e c t i o n s  (P20) ; and a n o te  m aking c l e a r  

t h a t  ' d e s i s t '  n o t i c e s  a r e  n o t b in d in g  (F4Q).
Appendix  B i s  a p d f  o f  th e  Codebook i n  d r a f t  fo rm . I t  c o u ld  be f u r t h e r  
u p d a t e d  i n  th e  d i g h t  o f  im m inent PCC a d j u d ic a t i o n s  and Code Com m ittee  
d e c i s i o n s  on W itn e s s  Paym ents and b r i b e r y .  New e n t r i e s  a r e  i n  t h e i r  
p r o p o s e d  p o s i t i o n  and fo rm a t, b u t th e  c o n t e n t s  page and in d e x  h ave  y e t  to  
r e f l e c t  th e  r e v i s e .  E d it in g  and d e s ig n  e le m e n ts  -  a c t i v a t i n g  i n t e r n a l  
h y p e r l i n k s ,  e r a d i c a t i n g  bad t u r n s ,  p o o r s p a c in g  e t c  -  w i l l  be d e a l t  w it h  
o n ce  f i n a l  c o n t e n t  i s  s e t t l e d .

1 1 .  S u g g e s t io n s  fro m  th e  p u b l i c :
Promoting rape and sexual violence -  from

__________________ I s u g g e s t s  l a d s '  mags r e g u l a r l y  f e a t u r e  e d i t o r i a l  and
a d v e r t i s i n g  m a t e r ia l  t h a t  p ro m o te  r a p e ,  s im u la t e d  ra p e  and s e x u a l  
v i o l e n c e  a g a in s t  women and s a y s  th e  Code s h o u ld  be amended t o  p r e v e n t  
t h a t . S h i f t i n g  th e  b u c k  t o  a v o id  h a v in g  t o  a c t  on human r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  
' i s  r e p r e h e n s ib le  and s h o u ld  n o t be p a r t  o f a f r e e  -  and t h e r e f o r e  
r e q u i r i n g  some m easure o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  -  p r e s s . '

Declarations of hospitality  received  -  from
s a y s  h o s p i t a l i t y  r e c e iv e d  by j o u r n a l i s t s  s h o u ld  be d e c la r e d  in  

th e  same way a s  a re  in v e s t m e n t s  by f i n a n c i a l  j o u r n a l i s t s .  He c i t e s  Je re m y  
C l a r k s o n  a c c e p t in g  B P 's  c o r p o r a t e  h o s p i t a l i t y  b e f o r e  s in g in g  th e  
c o m p a n y 's  p r a i s e s  i n  th e  Sun.
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R ight of reply to religio us  letters -  from
^ a n t s  th e  r u l e s  ch an g ed , t o  r e q u i r e  an e d i t o r  who p r i n t s  a p r o 

r e l i g i o u s  r e a d e r 's  l e t t e r  t o  g r a n t  an a u to m a tic  r i g h t  o f  r e p l y  to  n o n 
r e l i g i o u s  r e s p o n d e n t s .  O r v i c e  v e r s a .

I ndecent front pages on open display  -  fro m  .
1 a s k s  t h a t  p a p e r s  w it h  n e a r - p o r n o g r a p h ic  f r o n t  c o v e r s ,  and  

w hose p a g e s c o n t a in  n e a r - p o r n o g r a p h ic  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  s h o u ld  be c l e a r l y  
l a b e l l e d  a s  f o r  over-18s  t o  e n co u ra g e  r e t a i l e r s  t o  move them away fro m  
c h i l d r e n ' s  v ie w in g .

1 2 .  A n n u a l co d e  r e v ie w :  The r e v ie w  w i l l  be a n n o u n ce d  i n  D ecem ber, b o th  
o n l i n e  and v i a  l e t t e r s  e - m a ile d  to  e d it o r s  w it h  th e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  th e y  be  
p u b l i s h e d .

1 3 .  O th e r b u s in e s s

1 4 . D ate o f  n e x t  m e e tin g

A P P E N D I X  A  :  R e d a c t e d  m i n u t e s  o f  1 0  A p r i l  2 0 1 0 .

Recommended c u t s  i n  r e d .  O p t io n a l e x t r a s  i n  b lu e .

P r e s e n t :

C o l i n  G ra n t (NS)

M ike S a s s i

Hannah W a lk e r (NS)

Ju n e

(NS)

D am ian

Chairman:  P a u l D a cre  (NPA)

Jo n a th a n  G ru n  (NPA)
S m ith -S h e p p a rd  (PPA)
Jo h n  W ith e ro w  (NPA)
H a r r i e t  W ils o n  (PPA)
R ic h a r d  W a lla c e  (NPA)
B a t e s  (SNS)
A t t e n d in g :

B a ro n e s s  Buscom be (C h a irm a n , P C C ); S te p h e n  A b e ll  ( D i r e c t o r ,  P C C ); Ia n  
B e a le s  ( S e c r e t a r y )  .
A p o lo g ie s  w ere r e c e iv e d  fro m  Ia n  M u rra y  and N e i l  B e n so n .

M e m b e rsh ip : The C h a irm a n  w elcom ed new members Dam ian B a t e s ,  o f  th e  
A b e rd e e n  Evening Express  (S N S ); C o l in  G ra n t , C a m b rid g e  N ew sp ap ers (N S ); 
M ik e  S a s s i ,  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  S e n t in e l  News and M edia  (N S ); and R ic h a r d  
W a lla c e ,  D a i l y  M i r r o r  (N P A ).

M in u te s  o f  th e m e e tin g  h e ld  on 26 November 2009 w ere a p p ro v e d  and  
s ig n e d .

Code C om m ittee w e b s it e :  The s e c r e t a r y  s a id  t r a f f i c  on th e  w e b s it e  had
c o n t in u e d  t o  ex p a n d . The PCC had a s s i s t e d  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  th e  s u b s c r i b e r  
m em bership t o  more th a n  2 , 0 0 0 .

B r ib e r y  B i l l :  The s e c r e t a r y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  p a s s in g  o f  th e  B r ib e r y
B i l l  p o s e d  a p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  a s  i t  o f f e r e d  no p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t  d e fe n c e  and c a r r i e d  a maximum 1 0 - y e a r  s e n t e n c e .  Afi—ic G u c —was
vdnothc-i

p r o t - c c t io n .
Oedc p .x ̂  11. C n miqiit:

The C h a irm a n  s a id  t h i s  was a s e r io u s  is s u e  t h a t
s h o u ld  be c o n s id e r e d  a t  th e n e x t m e e tin g .^ ---- en ce— th e— in d u s t r y — had-
c o n s id c -r c d  fe-hc ■i .-mp l -ie -a t i e a a .

O n lin e  Codebook; I t  was a g re e d  t h a t ,  due t o  h e a v y  s p r in g  a g e n d a s,  
u p d a te s  t o  th e o n l i n e  Codebook s h o u ld  be r e s c h e d u le d  f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  
a n n u a lly  a t  autumn m e e t in g s .

P r iv a c y  c h e c k l i s t : The s e c r e t a r y  p r e s e n t e d  a r e v is e d  v e r s i o n  o f  A la n
R u s b r id g e r 's  c h e c k l i s t  o f  q u e s t io n s  on p r i v a c y  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  
i n  The E d i t o r s '  Codebook.
I t  was a g re e d  th e  e x i s t i n g  Key Q u e s t io n s  on p r i v a c y  made a l l  th e  
e s s e n t i a l  p o in t s .  No ch ange was n e e d e d .

S e l e c t  C om m ittee R e p o rt  and PCC G o v e rn a n ce  R e v ie w : The s e c r e t a r y
r e p o r t e d  b r i e f l y  o n  t h e  CMS S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t ,  a n d  t h e  
G o v e rn m e n t's  r e s p o n s e  to  i t ,  and a l s o  on p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  P C C 's
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G o v e rn a n c e  R e v ie w , ft: ia n u c s — in v -e l v c d — o f t e n — c v e -r  la p p e d /
□ u g g c D t ic n o —wer ê ■e o n a id c r e d —t -o g e t h e r—e-i t h c r —in —O' go-n-e r a l — d i -oe-asoio n —en  
p r o c e d u r a l  ■m a t t e rc  o r - a s  p a r t  o f  th e  Gode R c v l-ew.----

I t  was a g re e d  t h a t  th e  s e c r e t a r y  w ou ld  d r a f t  a r e s p o n s e  t o  th e  S e l e c t  
co m m itte e  and c i r c u l a t e  i t  b y  e m a il f o r  a p p r o v a l .

Procedural changes (subject to PressBoF approval)
Lav membership and re la tions  w ith the PCC: The co m m ittee d is c u s s e d  a t
le n g t h  v a r i o u s  s u g g e s t io n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  fro m  th e  CMS S e le c t  co m m itte e  and  
th e  G o v e rn m e n t 's  r e s p o n s e  t o  i t ,  t h a t  th e  Code Com m ittee s h o u ld  adm it  
l a y  m em bers, i n c l u d i n g  a l a y  c h a irm a n . T h e re  wac—g e n e r a l  a g re e m e n t t h a t
i n s t a l -l -in g —a—la y —e h a irm a n  w ou l-d w eaken th e — Code' □ —a u t h o r i t y  w i t h in ..th e
in d u n t -r y  and—t h a t —l a y  membere—w o u ld  ■■-b r i n g —o n ly  m a r g in a l p r c o e n t a t i o n a l  
b e n e f i-t -a .— o p t io n  o f  i n t r o d u c in g  rOG-- l a y  co u im ie o io n c re  t o  o e rv e  on -th e
Gode—Commit-t e c  on a r o t a t i n g  b a e ie  wa-o—c o n e id c r e d 'iay—ed—im p ro v i-ng
b o th  p u b l i c  e r e d i b i l -i -fey - and lay-co m m i-o s i o n c r o ' .u n d c r e t a n d in g  o f  th e  Cod

: r ,  th e  TCC D ir e
ex e 
to r—e3€?C o m m it te e 'e  w ork. Howe ■.j^re-aoed—coneerru,—□ 

E-he— G o v e rn a n ce —Rev-rew p a n e l-,— t h a t — fehie— c o u ld —b l u r —the— r o l e s — o
h a re d

- t h e
two o r g a n i e a t r e riG ■----

I t  was a g re e d  t h a t  a n y ou tco m e s s h o u ld  a w a it  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  
G o v e rn a n ce  R e v ie w , bufe-h h c  c u r r e n t  m ain- o p t i-en s were t h a t :

* "̂-The'— —w ou ld— r e v i v e — i t n ^ -dorm ant— Code— sub co m m ittee ,— v m ich —w ou ld  
l i a i a c  i n f e r m a l l y  w it h  th e - Code Com m ittee v i a  th e —□ c c re -t -a-r y  to  h e lp  
im p ro v e  m u tu al u n d c r o t a n d in g .

•— The— r c c  C h a irm an —and D i r c -e t o r —o h o u ld  rema-i n  as— Sadc— Com m ittee— l e y  
o b e e rv e e e-;— i n c r e -ars i n g l y  a-e t in g  -ao—a two way—c o n d u it  f o r  e x p r c D o in g  
o p e r a t io n a l  o r  o t h e r  c o n c c x n n .

•— S ie — Code— Com m ittee,— whoB— c o n e u lt ln g — th e — in d u e  t r y — on— r ecommended 
■eh a-n ges — fee— fehe— C o d e ,— w o u ld — as— a— c o u r t  co y— s o c k — fehe— in p u t — e f — t h e  
Cem m ioaion-r -

M o d e ra t in g  w e b s it e s ;  The S e l e c t  Com m ittee reco m m en d atio n , s u p p o r t e d  b y  
th e  G o vern m en t, t h a t  n e w sp a p e rs  s h o u ld  p r o a c t i v e l y  m o n it o r  t h e i r  
w e b s it e s  and t a k e  down o f f e n s i v e  m a t e r ia l  b e f o r e  c o m p la in t s  were- 
r e c e i v e d  was c o n s id e r e d .  Mo-afe— member-o— oa-i-d— t h e i r — o i-t e s — w ere— r -ead-e r  
m o d e ra te d ,— b e c a u s e  o f  r c e o u r c c  i m p l ic a t io n s  a n d  b ce a u -a-e- modc-r-a-feion c o u ld  
co m p ro m ise  t h e i r  d e fe n e e  i n  th e  e v e n t - e f  l e g a l  a c t io n . — The e v id e n c e  w as  
■ that—s e l f  m o d e ra t io n  vforked-.- S t c p h e n -ft b c l- l— s a id —th e—PGG—was —l ook-i-a g —a t
oni-ji-n e

T t was a g re e d  th e  s e c r e t a r y  s h o u ld  p r e p a r e  a p a p e r  on t h i s ,  i n  th e  l i g h t  
o f  l e g a l  a d v ic e ,  and i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w it h  th e  PCC.

P o s i t i o n i n g  o f  a d v e r s e  a d iu d i- e a t io n s : p r o p o s a l to  th e
G o v e rn a n ce  R e v ie w  t h a t  th e  C o m m issio n  s h o u ld  d i c t a t e  p o s i t i o n i n g  o f  
a d v e r s e  a d j u d ic a t i o n s  was b r o a d ly  s u p p o rt e d  by th e  PCC C h a irm a n  and  
D i r e c t o r .  T hey w ere a g a in s t  new s a n c t io n s  and s a i d  t h a t ,  c u r r e n t l y ,  70% 
o f  e d i t o r s  w ou ld i n f o r m a l l y  d i s c u s s  p o s i t i o n i n g  i n  advance-:— lio w cv c i- ,

ICC oought—greafe-e i3COplr :c c p t c d -  t h a t —t h in g s  had ch;
■ -r'l -■ .

TicA L--13----------- llctct—emrsTT^
E-io n -3------ w it h  Prcao—CoTiplainta—Commioaion g iv e n —i n' b r a n d -i n g ' 

1_ ""
-efe-

h c a d l in c thuc m e r e : E d i b i l i t y  by—oh ow ing— feh&fe-
i d j u d i c a t i o n -o—c-a u o cd  e d i t o r s  g -e n u in c  pa-in.

r .p c ro — w e r-e a-gr( -tte i h e - ■ rars— in d e e d R e e p o n d in g — fee
give id- dee- jOQirioning, 

ske-/— w it h
raocomhc

co n t i r imed—thafe—fehe— oyotem  woul-d ■■re m a in - b co p o k c,
a r y  s a i d  t h a fe-;— v f h i l c —m e st- e d i-

jehr- le—ees
L C--3-

~~ j  -
T h e ■ c e e :© rs—e e r-e u l r c a

o rm a ll-y -;— h a v in g  p o oifei e a in g —im poscd- -fey- jornmioo-i--- =-jT3T
— m ig h t— he— p c G o ib lo — a - :orn -hy—vjhieh—hhe

icn xVC- rie- -pewi■y ci L C ̂
m ig h t— p r o v -i -d:e— a-

p c G it io n in g
Cuch- r̂eemex Ul-a--L.‘Xl-a'U' •

: g g c 3 t c a  f e r  a p e zlrc g -i-e-a-

I t  was a g re e d  th e  s e c r e t a r y  and PCC d i r e c t o r  s h o u ld  draw up a fo rm  o f  
w o rd s t o  d e f in e  a p o s s i b l e  p r o c e s s  and r e p o r t  b a c k .
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O n lin e  m e d ia  c o n v e rc re n c e : The NUJ, M e d ia W ise , Cam paign f o r  P r e s s  and
B r o a d c a s t in g  Freedom  and o t h e r s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a s  p r i n t  and b r o a d c a s t in g  
w e b s it e s  c o - e x i s t e d  o n l in e ,  t h e r e  s h o u ld  be c o n f o r m it y  o f  s t a n d a r d s ,  so  
t h a t  Of com i s s u e s ,  s u c h  a s t a s t e  and d e ce n c y , and th e  need f o r  b a la n c e  
w ere i n c lu d e d  i n  th e  E d i t o r s '  Code,

I t  was a g re e d  t h a t  th e  l i m i t s  on b r o a d c a s t in g  fre e d o m  due t o  l a c k  o f  
b a n d w id th  s h o u ld  n o t be a d o p te d  b y a d i v e r s e  p r e s s .

Code C om m ittee t r a n s p a r e n c y : The s e c r e t a r y  r e p o r t e d  on s u g g e s t io n s  t h a t  
th e  co m m itte e  im p ro ve  i t s  p u b l i c  c r e d i b i l i t y  v i a  g r e a t e r  t r a n s p a r e n c y  -  
s u c h  a s p u b l i s h in g  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  Code R e vie w  d e c i s i o n s ,  and th e

“ ‘ i l r c a d y — p u b lis h e dch a n g e s— w ere— wtxi. ■
■ wore— in fo rm e d — &f— t h e

m in u t e s  o f  m e e tin g s . R c a c e e s — f e r — Cod-e-  
b u t ,— w hi-l-e— i n d i v i -dH-a-1— p ro p e -s e r s — e f— suggeotiea£3-  
r c a o o n —f o r  z 'c j c c t i c n , — t h i s —c o u ld  a p p e a r n e g a t iv e —i f  p u b l is h e d —cn b lo c

Member-s— a g re e d — t h a t w ere— many— m iDconGcp t e eBi a-beet ahe Code
C o m m itttc c  ' o—r e l -e-;— i n c l u d -in g  th e - ihafe—i t  w;: 5ede

th e  PCC Code-.- sph€ rS— co n s i d -e r i -H-g— a— news e t  _ ^
ad-v e -r -tiacm ota-t—s e t t i n g —e e t —th e—wey—th e —sy ste m  w orked-;— a n d --w-a-s—to  p u b l i s h  
m odel—m in u to o ';— w it h o u t —a n a r r a t iv e - .—

I t  was a g re e d  t h a t , 
s h o u l d :

t o  t r y  to  im p ro v e  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  th e  s e c r e t a r y

• D r a f t  p o s s i b l e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  p u b l i s h in g  m in u te s  t o  be in c lu d e d  a t  
th e  n e x t  m e e tin g .

• - P u b lis h  on th e  w e b s it e  a n s w e rs  t o  p o p u la r  m is c o n c e p t io n s  a b o u t  
s e l f - r e g u l a t i o n .

• I n c o r p o r a t e  th e  w e b s it e 's  c u r r e n t  F r e q u e n t ly  A sk e d  Q u e s t io n s  in t o  
th e  Codebook i t s e l f  to  i n c r e a s e  r e a d e r s h ip .

-S- n i p t r i b i i t p  to  e d i t o r s  a  l e t t e r  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  o r  a d v e r t is e m e n t ,  
a n n o u n c in g  th e  a n n u a l Code R e v ie w .

W id e r r e m it  f o r  Code C o m m ittee; The G o ve rn a n ce  R e vie w  p a n e l b e l i e v e s  
th e  b u rd e n  o f  d e fe n d in g  th e  s e l f - r e g u l a t o r y  sy ste m  f a l l s  
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  on th e  PCC and h a s  flo a t -e d  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  
.Code C o m m itte e  m ig h t ta k e  on a w id e r  r o l e  to  h e lp  r e c t i f y  t h i s .  The 
s e c r e t a r y  s a i d  any e x t e n s io n  o f  th e  r e m it  w ou ld  be a d e c i s i o n  f o r
P re  s sBoF^— P a u l D a c rc  o a id  th e -P C C  vras - l e f t  to ..ta];:c t h e - f -l a -k—bceau -oe—t h e
in d u s t r y — wee— i n — a— d i f f i c u l t — p o s i t i o n , — b e in g — s e e s — as— -pa-r -t i — p-ree-:— T tiry—we 

:d c d  s p o k e c ffre who- w ere abov-e--t-h-c fra y -.-

A n n u a l  C ode R e v ie w

Suggestions from the CMS Select  committee, the Government, 
the p u b l i c ,  and the in d u s t r y  were considered.
Accuracy
C l a u s e  l i  -  p r i o r  n o t i c e :  The CMS S e l e c t  co m m ittee , th e G o v e rn m e n t's
r e s p o n s e  to  i t .  S c h i l l i n g s  s o l i c i t o r s  and o t h e r s  s u g g e s te d  v a r io u s  ways 
in  w h ic h  th e  Code s h o u ld  c o v e r  p r e - n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p e o p le  a b o u t a r t i c l e s  
c o n c e r n in g  th e m .—The— s c c i 'c t a r y —o-a-a-d—th e —E u ro p e a -a—C o u rt—e f— K-uman—fl-±-ght<3 
had -ag-r c e d  to  f a s t --■t r a c ] -: Max M o a lc y 'o  c la im  t h a t  th e  a b se n c e  o f a -r i g h t  
©d—p r  i -o r —n e t  i e c —£ rom—t h -c—News— —the—World— —ha-s—p r i v a c y —e-a-s-e—b re a c h e d

an- re— w ould—p r o b a b ly —be- ind—late—bhi
:e-ei

rir;---rrtrr
an ■■ ib rn is o io n  fro m  th e M edia- Law ycre teB-

rird- t h c r c i o r c — be—u n v ;isc— e© 
com m it-t-ce— had— a lr e a d ylOU-t— lc g a -5 a d v ic e -:

Codebook— }idanG"C jn d -- mi-g-h t ;et-bG-r- -ge—ae
H rS - in d u c t r \ w-euri -fe-e—

arra.-e -f-

* D e c is io n ;  The s e c r e t a r y  s h o u ld  c o n s u l t  on d r a f t  Codebook g u id a n c e  and 
r e p o r t  b a c k .
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C la u s e  l i  -  h e a d l i n e s :  The CMS S e l e c t  co m m itte e , th e  G o v e rn m e n t's  
r e s p o n s e ,  p e t i t i o n e r s  o n l i n e  and o t h e r s  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  Code s h o u ld  
r e q u i r e  t h a t  h e a d lin e s  on s t o r i e s  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  c o n t e n t ,  T h e
[j c  c m  t  a  3, 
t h e  c o n t e x t — e f-

w hi-] i d l i n c -o—w ere—a l r e a d y —c o v e r e d  by—feiie— Code—w it h in
ih c —o t o r y ,— the^ ■■ ■̂0 A -eex jp e e - i-f-i e a l i y - m L c n tio n c d  t o  a v o i d

b e in g  ■■j 'Ud-g- i n  i : s l a t io n .  He " p r e c e -nt-ed  a c o u p lc  o f  o p t io n s  f o r  am ending
Csd-^ bu-t — s u g g e s t e d — g u id a n c e — in — a— Codebook- p a a e -1— mi-g-h t — e e v e ibe

i s s u e  -b e t t e r -;— m a k in g - c l e a r  t h a t ' h c a d l-i -a e s  s h o u ld  r e f I c c t -'-t h c —o-3-s-oH.-ec--e# 
th e  s t o r y =̂— Mem-be-r s  s u p p o r t e d  th e — Codebook o p t io n , — b u t —fe-l-t — ' t h c —e-a'B-CTi-eo

" c -s p e c i a l l y  f o r  m a g a z in e s ,o f  the  o t o r y - --w a -3—t o e —n a r r o w  a n d - r e -s t r i c t i '
D e c is io n ;  The s e c r e t a r y  s h o u ld  p re p a re d r a f t  a g u id a n c e  n o te  f o r  th e

Codebook. g i v i n g —a—f a i r —dcg-r c -e—©f—l a t i t u -de-r-

C la u s e  l i  -  m a n ip u la t io n  o f  p i c t u r e s  and lo w  t h r e s h o ld  o f  a c c u r a c y :  I n
e v id e n c e  t o  th e  PCC G o v e rn a n ce  R evie w , M e d ia W ise  s u g g e s t e d  th e  Code 
s h o u ld  in c l u d e  a p h o t o g ra p h y  c l a u s e ,  t o  c o v e r  d i g i t a l  m a n ip u la t io n .  The 
NUJ s a id  th e  c u r r e n t  r e q u ir e m e n t  to  take care to avoid inaccuracy  was a 
lo w  t h r e s h o ld .  The co m m itte e  a g re e d  th e  C o d e 's  m e n tio n  o f  p i c t u r e s  
c o v e r e d  d i g i t a l  m a n ip u la t io n  and t h a t  t h i s  was made c l e a r  i n  th e  
Codebook. The NUJ a s s e r t i o n  o f  a lo w  t h r e s h o ld  on a c c u r a c y  was 
u n s u p p o rt e d  b y e v id e n c e .
* D e c is io n :  No ch a n g e .

C la u s e  l i  -  Due P ro m in e n ce  f o r  a p o lo g ie s  and c o r r e c t i o n s :  The CMS S e l e c t  
co m m itte e , t h e  G o v e rn m e n t's  r e s p o n s e ,  " o n lin e ,  p e t i t i o n e r s ,  M e d ia W ise ,  
Swan T u r t o n  and o t h e r s  c a l l e d  v a r i o u s l y  f o r  a p o l o g ie s  and c o r r e c t i o n s  t o  
a p p e a r on t h e  same p a g e o r  e a r l i e r  th a n  th e  o r i g i n a l  r e f e r e n c e  ,and 
s u g g e s t e d  t h e  Code s h o u ld  r e q u i r e  e d i t o r s  t o  g iv e  t h e  PCC a d v a n ce  n o t ic e  
o f  p o s i t i o n i n g .  The—c c c r c t -a r y  s a i d  bhi-o—l a r g e l y  - c -od-i -f -ie d  w hat h a p p ened  
a lr e a d y  and p ro d u c e d  a d ra -f t  f o r - c o n o id c r a -t i e n -;— w h ic h  a llo w e d  f o r  m u tu al
agi'CCv b ctv jce n — th e — e d it o r̂ - rC C  ■— T h is — c o u ld — w ork
□  c c r c t a r i  a t - -h a d  p o w e r s  t o  a g r e e  th e - p a a i t i o n i n g - o n -b e h -a l-g—0-f ---t-h e —PGG-,-- 
r o u t i n c l y  h a p p e n e d  a l r e a d y --

D e c is io n ;  I t  was a g re e d  th e  Code w ou ld  be amended t o  s t a t e :

i i )  A  s i g n i f i c a n t  in a c c u r a c y ,  m is le a d in g  j  s t a t e m e n t or_, d i s t o r t i o n "  
o n ce r e c o g n is e d  m ust b e  c o r r e c t e d ,  ,p r o m p t ly  ^and-*" w it h  due  
p ro m in e n c e , and -  w here a p p r o p r ia t e  - - a h ,  a p o lo g y  p u b l is h e d ,  " i n  
c o m p la in t s  i n v o l v i n g  th e  Commission>:. - p ro m in e n ce '.- sh o u ld ; b e  a g re e d  
w it h  th e  PCC i n  a d v a n c e . '

O p p o r t u n it y  to  r e p l y

C la u s e  2 -  R ig h t  o f  r e p l y :  M e d ia W ise  s u g g e s t e d , v i a  th e  G o ve rn a n ce
r e v ie w ,  t h a t  th e  Code s h o u ld  o f f e r  an a p p r o p r ia t e  r i g h t  o f  r e p l y  to
g e n u in e ly  a g g r ie v e d  p a r t i e s  t h a t  w ou ld  a llo w  them t c ___p r e s e n t ,
u n m e d ia te d , t h e i r  s id e  o f  th e  s t o r y  o r  p o in t  o f  v ie w , _________________

I ^ su g g e sted  b o t h  a r i g h t  o f  r e p l y  and t h a t  n e w sp a p e rs  p r o v id e
o b l i g a t o r y  s p a ce  f o r  r e a d e r s '  c o m p la in t s .  The co m m ittee d e c id e d  th e  
c u r r e n t  o p p o r t u n it y  t o  r e p l y  was r e a s o n a b le .

* D e c is io n ;  No ch an g e,

Privacy
C la u s e  3 -  in fo rm e d  c o n s e n t  and d i s t o r t e d  r u l i n g s :  M e d ia W ise  s u g g e s te d
th e  t e s t  o f  a r e a s o n a b le  e x p e c t a t io n  o f  p r i v a c y  fa v o u r e d  th e  p r i v i l e g e d ,  
who w ere g u a rd e d  b y h ig h  w a l l s  and e x p e n s iv e  la w y e r s ,  and c a l l e d  f o r  th e  
Code to  o f f e r  a r i g h t  o f  'in f o r m e d  c o n s e n t ' t o  p r o t e c t  n o n -m e d ia  s a v v y

" ‘ ‘ " d̂—in t of-
-ewH-

.-.-VO; i-c-- L~riy-n
■i -ntG-r -a-Dbo^

being dup;
The NUJ c la im e d .

p e o p le .  T h is  v;-cu-be—in c  1 uge—copy—c.tccj^

w it h o u t  s u p p o r t in g  e v id e n c e ,  t h a t  the c u r r e n t  p r i v a c y  w o rd in g  d i s t o r t e d  
FCC a d i u d i c a t i o n s . The co m m itte e  d e c id e d  t h a t  a reasonable  e x p e c t a t io n  
o f p r i v a c y  a llo w e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  e x p e c t a t io n s  a s betw een th e  r i c h  o r  
p r i v i l e g e d  and more o r d in a r y  i n d i v i d u a l s .

D e c is io n ;  Nc ch a n g e .

MODI 00006737



For Distribution to CPs

E d i t o r s '  C o d e  o f  P r a c t i c e  C o m m i t t e e

D is c r im in a t io n
C la u s e  12 -  I n c l u s i o n  o f  g ro u p s  a n d  a l l o w in g  t h i r d  p a r t y  c o m p la in t s :  The
N a t io n a l A id s  T r u s t ,  th e  B u i l d i n g  and S o c ia l  H o u s in g  F o u n d a t io n , W est 
L ond on M e n ta l H e a lt h  T r u s t  and o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  -  i n  e v id e n c e  t o  th e  
G o v e rn a n ce  r e v ie w  - M e d ia W ise , Cam paign f o r  P r e s s  and B r o a d c a s t in g  
Freedom , and th e  NUJ, s u g g e s t e d  v a r i o u s  o p t io n s  f o r  w id e n in g  C la u s e  12 
t o  em hrace d i s c r im i n a t i o n  a g a in s t  g ro u p s  and t o  a llo w  t h i r d  p a r t y  
c o m p l a in t s .

The
G o n t

o a id — d i D c r im in a t io n — a g a in S 'i:— g ro u p s— wa-o t-iiC
b n s i

C o d e ' moot
-co m m itteerac ■ [t  had bee-H— i o t e d - t h -g

d e c i d e d  t h a t ,  w h i l e  p e j o r a t i v e  o r  p r e j u d i c i a l  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  i n d i v i d u a l s  
w e r e  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e ,  a s i m i l a r  b a r  o n  g r o u p s  w o u ld  b e  a n  i n f r i n g e m e n t  o f  
f r e e  s p e e c h .  T h i r d  p a r t i e s  can c o m p l a in  a b o u t  i n a c c u r a t e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  
g r o u p s  u n d e r  C l a u s e  I ' s  A c c u r a c y  p r o v i s i o n s .  A r e c e n t  s u r v e y  o f  20 
E u r o p e a n  p r e s s  s e l f - r e g u l a t o r y  s y s t e m s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  o n l y  f o u r  c o v e r  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  g r o u p s .

* D e c is io n :  No c h a n g e .

C o n f iden t ia l  sources
C la u s e  14 -  C r e d i t i n g  s o u r c e s :  S u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  o n l i n e  p e t i t i o n e r s  t h a t
a l l  s o u r c e s  s h o u ld  b e  c r e d i t e d  u n l e s s  t h e y  do  n o t  w is h  t o  b e ,  a n d  fr o m  
H e a t h e r  B r o o k e  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a p r e s u m p t io n  -  o n  t h e  U . S .  
e d i t o r i a l  m o d e l -  t h a t  o f f i c i a l  s p o k e s m e n  w e re  r o u t i n e l y  n am ed , w e re , 
r e j e c t e d .  T h e — commirt t c c — o al-d— fe-h a t — t h c o c — i o s u c n  ,— h o w e v e r — la u d a b -l -e;/— v jo rc - 
m a t t o g o - f  o -r - f  r c c  e d -i t o r i a l  e h e i e c  .■

* D e c is io n ;  No c h a n g e .

G e n e r a l  I s s u e s

.A d v jn c a t in g .  i l l e g a l i t y :  s u g g e s t e d  th e . C o de s h o u ld
i n c l u d e  a c l a u s e  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a r t i c l e s  j u s t i f y i n g  
i l l e g a l  a c t s ,  s u c h  a s  t o r t u r e  t o  p r e v e n t  t e r r o r i s m .  T h e — c o m m it t e e
d e e id e d -  t h a t -;— i f  -feh-i-s—s o r t ' o f — j-o u r n a l i o m ' W ent b e y o n d  t h e  b o u n d s  " o f — f r e e  
s p c e e h -,— t h e - l -aw w o u ld  c o v e r ' i t - — I f — i t  were 'n o t — i n  t h C ' - p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  t o  
p r o s e c u t e  ,— i f — wou-l -d— e q u a l l y — n e f — b e — i s — f b e — p u b l i c — ±'H f  c r e s t — fee— p r e v e n t  
p u b l i o a 't i o n . ' * D e c i s i o n ;  No c h a n g e

P h o t o g r a p h y :  M e d ia W is e  w a n te d  t h e  c o m m it t e e  t o  im p r o v e  i t s  g u i d a n c e  o n
p h o t o g r a p h y . -  T h i s  s h o u ld  c o v e r  i s s u e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  u s e  o f  ' s t o c k '  
p i c t u r e s  a s  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  c o p y in g  a n d  k e e p in g  o f  im a g e s  
s u p p l i e d  f o r  s i n g l e  u s a g e  -  e s p e c i a l l y  g i v e n  t h e  r e l i a n c e  o n  ' c i t i z e n  
j o u r n a l i s t s '  t o  s u p p l y  th e m . A lt h o u g h  m uch— e f — f h-i s — i s — e e v -c r e -d — h i — t h e
Godefeeeji^ c— g e n e r a l— g u id a n c e -------- o u c h -ae— p n o t e g r a p h y — — f-uH€-r-a--l-s— a n d -3rnr

■a----- B r i e f  in q -----p a n e l----- g«T-----p h O't-o q-r a p  h v- ----- ci "3 G----- -----------uiiC-----i3kJ'i"x‘C'.-:'"tL 3----
p h e to g -rapher-o— — p i c t u r e — dcsjvo . The co m m ittee d e c id e d  is s u e s  s u c h  as  
f i n a n c i a l  t r a n s a c t io n s  w ith  s u p p l i e r s  o f  p i c t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c i t i z e n  
j o u r n a l i s t s ,  were o u t s id e  th e  C o d e 's  r e m it .

* D e c is io n :  In c lu d e  p h o t o g ra p h y  B r i e f i n g  p a n e l in  The E d i to rs '
Codebook.
E d i t o r i a l  b a la n c e ;  P a rk  Homes R e s id e n t s  A c t io n  A l l i a n c e  a sk e d  t h a t  th e  
Code s h o u ld  p r e v e n t  m a g a zin e s and n e w sp a p e r e d i t o r i a l  f e a t u r e s  fro m  
m is le a d in g  e l d e r l y  p u r c h a s e r s  by d i r e c t l y  c o m p a rin g  p r i c e s  o f  p a r k  
hom es, w h ic h  t y p i c a l l y  d e p r e c ia t e  w it h  age, w it h  t h o s e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l l y -  
b u i l t  f r e e h o ld  h o u s e s . The co m m itte e  a g re e d  t h a t  th e  C o d e 's  a c c u r a c y  
p r o v i s i o n s  a lr e a d y  a llo w e d  th e  PCC t o  a d j u d ic a t e  on m is le a d in g  
i n f o r m a t io n .

D e c is io n :  No ch an g e.

B ia s e d  c o u r t  r e p o r t in g  and nam ing and sh am in g: c o m p la in e d
t h a t  r e p o r t s  o f o n g o in g  t r i a l s  a r e  o f t e n  b a se d  on th e p r o s e c u t i o n 's  
o p e n in g  a d d r e s s ,  w it h o u t  m aking c l e a r  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  a l l e g a t i o n s  o r  
g i v i n g  th e  d e fe n c e  case,- and do n ot s t a t e  t h a t  a c a s e  i s  o n g o in g .

whose husband d ie d  w h ile  s e r v in g  a j a i l  s e n t e n c e  f o r
c h i i a
r e p o r t  i-UG

= e x  a b u s e ,  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  C o d e  s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  e v e n - h a n d e d  
iG o f  s u c h  cases,  v u t h o u t  f a l s e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  o r  i n c i t i n g

MODI 00006738



For Distribution to CPs

i s d i t p r s / . . . C o d e  . . o f  . . P r a c t i . c e  ..Cornm.^^^^

v i g i l a n t i s m  w it h  l u r i d  h e a d l in e s  i n  n a m in g -a n d -s h a m in g  c a m p a ig n s . The 
co m m ittee d e c id e d  th e  a c c u r a c y  p r o v i s i o n s  a lr e a d y  a llo w e d  t h e  PCC t o  
a d j u d ic a t e  on p o o r r e p o r t i n g  o f  t r i a l s .

* D e c is io n :  No ch an g e.
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