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Agenda
Editors’ Code of Practice Committee meeting

NS/NPA offices, 8* Floor, St Andrew’s House,
18-20 St Andrew Street London EC4 SAY 

10.30 a.m., Thursday, 21 October 2010

1 .  A p o l o g i e s :  C o l i n  G r a n t

2 .  M i n u t e s  o f  T h u r s d a y ,  1 0  A p r i l  2 0 1 0  ( c i r c u l a t e d )

3 .  M a t t e r s  a r i s i n g  (if not dealt with below):

• M o d e r a t i n g  w e - b s r t e s ^  -

■ C o d e  a m e n d m e n t  -

■ G o v e r n a n c e  R e v i e v /  -

■ S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  r e s p o n s e  -  

C o d e  C o m m i t t e e  w e b s i t e  

B r i b e r y  B i l l  

P a y m e n t s  t o  w i t n e s s e s  

A d v e r s e  a d j u d i c a t i o n s  

P h o n e  h a c k i n g

T r a n s j p a r e n c y  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  m i n u t e s  (Appendix A) 
O n l i n e  C o d e b o o k  u p d a t e - :  (Appendix B)

P r i o r  n o t i f i c a t i o n :

H e a d l i n e s :

P h o t o g r a p h y  

S o c i a l  n e t w o r k i n g  

S u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  

C o d e  R e v i e w  

O t h e r  b u s i n e s s  

N e x t  m e e t i n g
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A p p e n d i x  A  R e d a c t e d  Minutes of 10 April.

A p p e n d i x  B [separate p d f ) : Revised Codebook online. 
A p p e n d i x  C (separate pdf):  T h e  C o d e  i n  A4  f o r m a t  f o r  e a s y
r e t  e r e n c e .

A g e n d a  i t e m s :

4 .  C o d e  C o m m i t t e e  w e b s i t e :  G r o w t h  h a s  s l o w e d ,  w ' i t h  2 6 0 , 0 0 0  h i t s  f r o m
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November 2 0 0 9  to  mid-October 2010 in c lu s iv e  -  about the same average as 
f o r  t h e  1 2  m o n t h s  t o  M a r c h  2 0 1 0 .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  p a g e s  v i e w e d  -  a  m o r e  
r e l i a b l e  m e a s u r e  o f  u s a g e  -  f e l l  a  l i t t l e ,  d e s p i t e  a  b i g  s p i k e  i n  J u l y ,  
w h e n  t h e  C h a i r m a n ' s  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  w a s  p u b l i s h e d .

5 .  B r i b e r y  A c t :  I t  w a s  a g r e e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  t o  d e f e r  a  d e c i s i o n  o n  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  A c t  u n t i l  t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  p o s s i b l e  r e s p o n s e  t o  i t  c o u l d  b e  
a s s e s s e d .  T h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o t  n o t i c e a b l y  c l e a r e r ,  b e y o n d  c o n t i n u i n g  a n d  
i n c r e a s i n g  c o n c e r n s  o v e r  a  l a w  t h a t :

■ I n t r o d u c e s  m a x im u m  t e n - y e a r  s e n t e n c e s ,  w i t h o u t  a  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  
d e f e n c e ;

■ E n d a n g e r s  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  j o u r n a l i s m ;

■ T h r e a t e n s  j o u r n a l i s t s '  r i g h t s  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  10  o f  t h e - E C H R ;  a n d

• P u t s  p u b l i s h e r s  w h o  i n t r o d u c e  c o m p l i a n c e  p r o c e d u r e s  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  
EC H R .

T h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  l i t t l e  o r  n o  p r o s p e c t  o f  a n  e a r l y  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  
A c t ,  w h i c h  i s  d u e  t o  c o m e  i n t o  e f f e c t  i n  A p r i l .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  a  p u b l i c  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  u n t i l  N o v e m b e r  8 o n  t h e  O f f i c i a l  G u i d a n c e  t o  t h e  n e w  l a w .  So  
d a m a g e  l i m i t a t i o n  a c t i v i t y  m i g h t  b e  f o c u s e d  o n  t r y i n g  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  t o  i n c l u d e  i n  i t s  g u i d a n c e  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  j o u r n a l i s m  
d i m e n s i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  a p p l y  i n  d e c i d i n g  w h e t h e r  
t o  p r o s e c u t e .  T h i s  w o u l d  m e a n  p a y m e n t s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
j o u r n a l i s m  w o u l d  s t i l l  b e  i l l e g a l  -  b u t  t h a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  p r o s e c u t i o n  
m i g h t  d i m i n i s h .  T h e  c h i l l i n g  e f f e c t  w o u l d  r e m a i n .

S .  P a y m e n t s  t o  w i t n e s s e s - :  B a r o n e s s  B u s c o m b e  h a s  a s k e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o
c l a r i f y  t h e  i s s u e  o f  p a y m e n t s  t o  c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  defendants - a s  o p p o s e d  
t o  w i t n e s s e s . -  I n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 9 ,  t h e  Mail On Sunday  p a i d  L o l o a h i  T a p u i ,  
a n  i l l e g a l  I m m i g r a n t ,  f o r  a  s t o r y  m a k i n g  s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s  a b o u t  L a d y  
S c o t l a n d ,  t h e n  A t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l ,  f o r  w h o m  s h e  w o r k e d  a s  h o u s e k e e p e r .  T h e  
c o n t r a c t  w a s  s i g n e d  f o u r  d a y s  a f t e r  T a p u l  w a s  a r r e s t e d  f o r  a l l e g e d
i m m i g r a t i o n  o f f e n c e s .  S h e  w a s  f o u n d  g u i l t y  a n d  j a i l e d  i n  A p r i l  2 0 1 0 .  T h e  
PCC w a s  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h i s  p a y m e n t ,  w h e n  p r o c e e d i n g s  w e r e  a c t i v e ,  
b r e a c h e d  C l a u s e  1 5 i ,  g i v e n  t h a t  T a p u i  w a s  a  w i t n e s s  a t  h e r  o w n  t r i a l .  
H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  C o d e  d o e s  n o t  m e n t i o n  d e f e n d a n t s ,  a n d  t h e  i s s u e  w a s  n o t  
c o v e r e d  b y  P a y m e n t s  t o  C r i m i n a l s ,  t h e -  PCC -  w h i l - e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  
p a y m e n t  -  f e l t  u n a b l e  t o  a d j u d i c a t e .  T h e  PCC b e l i e v e s  t h i s  x a i s e s -
l e g i t i m a t e  e t h i c a l  c o n c e r n s  a n d  a s k s :

■ S h o u l d  C l a u s e  15  b e  a m e n d e d  e x p l i c i t l y  t o  c o v e r  d e f e n d a n t s ?

• S h o u l d  i t  m a k e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  t i m i n g s  f o r  t h e  o f f e r  o f  
p a y m e n t s  ( i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  c h a r g e s  b e i n g  r a i s e d  o r  p l e a s  e n t e r e d ) ?

■ S h o u l d  t h e r e  b e  a  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  d e f e n c e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  p a y i n g
d e f e n d a n t s ?

IB note: This anomaly was part of the p r i c e  of a flawed deal with Lord
Chancellor D e r r y  Irvine in 2003, accepted only to avoid the alternative - 
a law that could jail journalists for p a y i n g  w i t n e s s e s . He insisted there 
should be no  public interest defence. Irvine's professed aim was to
ensure that defendants got a fair trial  -  t h e y  w e r e  never mentioned as a 
risk. Indeed, of the handful of witness payments cases over the last 60 
years, none has involved payments to d e f e n d a n t s .

Until 2003, the Code Committee had always recognised that there should be 
a p u b l i c  interest defence available for pay i n g  both defendants and 
w i t n e s s e s . But while the  c a s e  f o r  p a y i n g  defendants could be particularly 
strong - to help wrongly accused people fund their defence, for example  -  
no distinction was made as between the two. There was no need: both were 
covered. N o r  would there be a need now for the distinction, if the public 
interest defence were still available. Four options, all with drawbacks, 
a r e :

1. R e i n t r o d u c e  t h e  C l a u s e  I S i  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  e x c e p t i o n .  T h i s  c o u l d  
i n v i t e  M o J  r e s i s t a n c e .

2 .  I n c l u d e  defendants in ongoing criminal trials  ( o r  s i m i l a r )  i n  C l a u s e  
1 6 i  P a y m e n t s  t o  C r i m i n a l s .  A r g u a b l y ,  t h i s  c o u l d  i n f r i n g e  t h e  H u m a n  
R i g h t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  wIto a r e  i n n o c e n t  u n t i l  p r o v e d  g u i l t y  -  b u t  s o .
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p r e s u m a b l y ,  c o u l d  i n c l u s i o n  o f  d e f e n d a n t s  i n  C l a u s e  1 5 i ,  i f  t h e i r  
r i g h t s  t o  a  f a i r  t r i a l  w e r e  a f f e c t e d .

3 .  I n c l u d e , d e f e n d a n t s  i n  C l a u s e  1 5 i .  T h i s  c o u l d  m a k e  m a t t e r s  w o r s e  ( s e e  
a b o v e ) .

4 .  D o  n o t h i n g ,  o n  t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  h o w  p a y m e n t s  t o  
d e f e n d a n t s  w o u l d  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  a  f a i r  t r i a l ;  t h a t  s u c h  
p a y m e n t s  w e r e  n o t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  c o n c e r n  i n  2 0 0 2  ; a n d  t h a t  i t  h a s  
n o t  b e e n  a  m a j o r  i s s u e  f o r  t h e  PCC u n t i l  n o w .

7 .  A d v e r s e  a d j u d i c a t i o n s ;  I t  w a s  a g r e e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a  f o r m a t  b y  w h i c h  t h e  p o s i t i o n i n g  o f  a d v e r s e  a d j u d i c a t i o n s  
m i g h t  b e  f o r m a l l y  a g r e e d  i n  a d v a n c e  b e t w e e n  e d i t o r s  a n d  t h e  PCC D i r e c t o r .  
T h i s  w o u l d  b o t h  b r i n g  i t  i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  r e c e n t  C o d e  c h a n g e  c o v e r i n g  
c o r r e c t i o n s  a n d  a i d  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  c a s e  w h e n  e m p h a s i s i n g  t h e  s t r e n g t h  
o f  e x i s t i n g  s a n c t i o n s .

A  p o s s i b i l i t y  might be for the Preamble to state:

D d i t c r s  s h o u l d  ,■ c c - o p e r a r e  ; ' s w i f t l y  - w i t h  t h e ' .  P C S  P r e s s  ' C o m p l a i n t s  
C o m m i s s i o n  . i n  - t h e  r e s c l i i t i c n  o f .  c o m p l a i n t s  A n y  p u b  1 i c a t i o n  ; j u d g e d  

:;-t'6 ; ' lHav^^^ th'el-' ': 'Gqde-'l;,m^ p F i n t -  p u b l i s h  t h e  a d j u d i c a t i o n , i n
i f u l i T l a ’nd':'.' w i t ' . h  d u o  p r o m i n e n c e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e ,  C o ' a u n i s s i o r i '  s  D i r e c t o r ,  

i n c l u d i n g  h e a d l i n e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  P C C .  ' ' ' : ■

T h i s ,  m i g h t  h a v e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a d d r e s s i n g  e d i t o r s '  c o n c e r n s  a t  
i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e d i t ,  w h i l e  d e m o n s t r a t i n g ,  t h e  P C C 's  c l e a r  
r o l e  i n  d e c i d i n g  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  d u e  p r o m i n e n c e  i n  e a c h  c a s e .  A s  w i t h  
t h e  p r o c e s s  f o r .  c o r r e c t i o n s ,  t h i s  b u i l d s  o n  c u r r e n t  i n f o r m a l  p r a c t i c e ,  
w h i c h  h a s  r e l i e d  o n  t h e  D i r e c t o r ' s  g o o d  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
e d i t o r s .  H e  w o u l d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  n e e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  d e l e g a t e d  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  
PCC .

8 . P h o n e  h a c - k i n g :  R e n e w e d  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  p h o n e  h a c k i n g  b y  
t h e  News of the World  i n e v i t a b l y  r a i s e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  w h e t h e r  f u r t h e r  C o d e  
C o m m i t t e e  a c t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  d e s i r a b l e ,  p o s s i b l e  o r  t i m e l y .  T h e  C o d e  
h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a m e n d e d  t o  m a k e  c l e a r  t h a t ;

.... intercepting private or mobile tele.phone calls, messages  o r  emails; 
or b y  the unauthorised removal of documents  o r  photographs  o r  by 
accessing digitally-held private information without
consent...including b y  agents or intermediaries, can g e n erally be 
justified onl y  in the pu bl i c  i n t e r e s t .

S o  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  c o v e r e d .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  m a y  w i s h  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  w h e t h e r  f u r t h e r  
a c t i o n  i s  w a r r a n t e d  t o  r a i s e  t h e  p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  r u l e s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  w i d e  
p u b l i c  c o n d e m n a t i o n .  A n d  -  i f  s o  -  w h e t h e r  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  v i a  t h e  C o d e ,  
The Editors' Codebook,  o r  p e r h a p s  a  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  o n  h o w  t h e  C o d e  
c o v e r s  t h i s  i s s u e .

A n y  a c t i o n  w o u l d  b e  c o n s t r a i n e d  b y  p r o b l e m s  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h i s  c a s e .  F i r s t ,  
b y  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  C o d e  d i d  n o t  s t o p  C l i v e  G o o d m a n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  -  b u t  
n e i t h e r  d i d  t h e  l a w .  S e c o n d ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  o t h e r  PCC c a s e  l a w  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
T h i r d ,  a n y  C o m m i t t e e  a c t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  t i m e d  s o  a s  n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  c u r r e n t  c r i m i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  o r  g i v e  p o s s i b l e  c r e d e n c e  t o  s o  f a r  
u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  a l l e g a t i o n s .

9 .  C o d e  c o m m i t t e e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  (see Appendix A):  T h e  s e c r e t a r y ,  a s  
r e q u e s t e d ,  h a s  l o o k e d  a t  w a y s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  t r a n s p a r e n c y .

• P u b l i s h i n g  a g e n d a s :  T h i s  m i g h t  n o t  p o s e  a p r o b l e m  i f  c o n f i n e d  t o  
t o p i c s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  T h e r e  w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i f  we w e r e  t o  
p u b l i s h  t h e  a g e n d a  p a p e r s  ( s u c h  a s  t h i s  o n e ) . I t  w o u l d  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
p r o b l e m a t i c  t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  a g e n d a  p a p e r s  f o r  t h e  C o d e  R e v i e w ,  v . 'h e re  
o f t e n  v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  s u b m i s s i o n s  f r o m  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  
r e d u c e d  t o  a  p a r a g r a p h  o r  t w o .

■ P u b l i s h i n g  m i n u t e s :  I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  r e g u l a t o r y  b o d i e s  p u b l i s h  m i n u t e s .
T h e  PCC n o w  d o e s  s o .  O u r s  m i g h t  n e e d  t o  b e  l e s s  f u l l  t h a n  c u r r e n t l y .
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A n  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  t h e  1 0  A p r i l  m i n u t e s  m i g h t  l o o k  i f  e d i t e d  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  a t t a c h e d  a s  A p p e n d i x  A. A s  t h o s e  i n c l u d e  t h e  a n n u a l  
C o d e  R e v i e w ,  t h e y  a l s o  g i v e  reasons for decisions on Code changes.  I t  
i s  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  w e  w o u l d  w i s h  t o  p u b l i s h  m o r e  
o r  l e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n .

O t h e r  m a t e r i a l :  M o s t  a r e a s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  a c t i v i t y  a r e  c o v e r e d  b y  
t h e  a g e n d a  a n d  m i n u t e s ,  o r  a l r e a d y  p u b l i s h e d .  S u b m i s s i o n s  t o  
G o v e r n m e n t  o r  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e s  a r e  m a d e  p u b l i c .  S o m e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  -  
s u c h  a s  t o  s u i c i d e  p r e v e n t i o n  c h a r i t i e s  -  i s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  a g r e e m e n t .  
T h e  r e s t  i s  u s u a l l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  p r i v a t e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  i s s u e  i s  
w h e t h e r  we  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p a r e n c y  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  a n d  r a i s e  
t h e  C o m m i t t e e ' s  p u b l i c  p r o f i l e .

We a l r e a d y  h a v e  t h e  w e b s i t e  a n d  The Editors' Codebook  i n  b o t h  p r i n t  a n d  
o n l i n e  v e r s i o n s .  T h e  C h a i r m a n ' s  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  a t t r a c t e d  3 9 , 0 0 0  h i t s  
o n l i n e  a n d  w a s  w i d e l y  q u o t e d .  Frequ e n t l y  A sked Q u e s t i o n s , a l r e a d y  o n l i n e ,  
h a v e  n o w  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  C o d e b o o k  ( s e e  b e l o w ) . We p u b l i s h  p r e s s  
r e l e a s e s  o n  C o d e  a m e n d m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  We w i l l  p r o d u c e  a  
L e t t e r  t o  E d i t o r s  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  a n n u a l  C o d e  R e v i e w .  
O t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  c a n  b e  a d d r e s s e d  a s  t h e y  a r i s e ,  w h i l e  t a k i n g  c a r e  n o t  
t o  r a i s e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  w e  c a n n o t  m e e t .

1 0 .  O n l i n e  C o d e b o o k  u p d a t e  (Appendix B) : T h e  C o d e b o o k  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  a
m a j o r  r e v i s e  o n l i n e ,  a d d i n g  1 1  p a g e s ,  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  P r e a m b l e  (PIO); 
A c c u r a c y  {PIS ) ; P r i v a c y  (P29 ) ; H a r a s s m e n t  (P40) ; I n t r u s i o n  i n t o  G r i e f  
(P44) ; C h i l d r e n  (P51);  H o s p i t a l s  (P58) ; R e p o r t i n g  o f  C r i m e  (P61); 

C l a n d e s t i n e  d e v i c e s  (P63); D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  (P71)- N e w  m a t e r i a l  i n c l u d e s :

•  A n  F A Q s s e c t i o n  (P9-10)  t o  c o u n t e r  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  C o d e .

■ Briefing-pane.ls-  _on H e a d l i n e s  (P25) a n d  o n  P h o t o - j  o u r n a l i s m  (P3S) .

■ ^ E x t e n d e d  guidance  o n  g i v i n g  s u b j e c t s  o f  s t o r i e s  p r i o r  n o t i f i c a t i o n
(P16) a n d  o n  t h e  r i s k s  o f  u s i n g  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  s o c i a l  n e t w o r k i n g  s i t e s  
(P30) .

= Case summaries on  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  r u n n i n g  a n o n im n .o u s  t i p - o f f s  (P16) ; R o d  
L i d d l e ' s  b l o g  (P22)■ S t e p h e n  G a t e l y  (P46); p r o b l e m s  o f  p h o t o g r a p h i n g  
f u n e r a l s  u n i n v i t e d  (P46); c h a i n s a w  s u i c i d e  i n q u e s t  (P47); A l f i e  P a t t e n  
(P53 ) ; c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l  b u s  c r a s h  p i c t u r e s  (P54 ) ; a n d  C l a r e  B a l d i n g  

a n d  I a i n  D a l e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  c a s e s  (P72).

• T h e  n e w  r u l e  o n  p u b l i s h i n g  c o r r e c t i o n s  (P20) ; a n d  a  n o t e  m a k i n g  c l e a r  
t h a t  ' d e s i s t '  n o t i c e s  a r e  n o t  b i n d i n g  (F4Q).

A p p e n d i x  B  i s  a  p d f  o f  t h e  C o d e b o o k  i n  d r a f t  f o r m .  I t  c o u l d  b e  f u r t h e r  
u p d a t e d  i n  t h e  d i g h t  o f  i m m i n e n t  PCC a d j u d i c a t i o n s  a n d  C o d e  C o m m i t t e e  
d e c i s i o n s  o n  W i t n e s s  P a y m e n t s  a n d  b r i b e r y .  N e w  e n t r i e s  a r e  i n  t h e i r  
p r o p o s e d  p o s i t i o n  a n d  f o r m a t ,  b u t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  p a g e  a n d  i n d e x  h a v e  y e t  t o  
r e f l e c t  t h e  r e v i s e .  E d i t i n g  a n d  d e s i g n  e l e m e n t s  -  a c t i v a t i n g  i n t e r n a l  
h y p e r l i n k s ,  e r a d i c a t i n g  b a d  t u r n s ,  p o o r  s p a c i n g  e t c  -  w i l l  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  
o n c e  f i n a l  c o n t e n t  i s  s e t t l e d .

1 1 .  S u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c :

P r o m o t i n g  r a p e  a n d  s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  -  from

_____________ I s u g g e s t s  l a d s '  m a g s  r e g u l a r l y  f e a t u r e  e d i t o r i a l  a n d
a d v e r t i s i n g  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  p r o m o t e  r a p e ,  s i m u l a t e d  r a p e  a n d  s e x u a l  
v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w o m e n  a n d  s a y s  t h e  C o d e  s h o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  p r e v e n t  
t h a t . S h i f t i n g  t h e  b u c k  t o  a v o i d  h a v i n g  t o  a c t  o n  h u m a n  r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  
' i s  r e p r e h e n s i b l e  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  p a r t  o f  a f r e e  -  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  
r e q u i r i n g  s o m e  m e a s u r e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  -  p r e s s . '

D e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  r e c e i v e d  -  from

s a y s  h o s p i t a l i t y  r e c e i v e d  b y  j o u r n a l i s t s  s h o u l d  b e  d e c l a r e d  i n  
t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  a r e  i n v e s t m e n t s  b y  f i n a n c i a l  j o u r n a l i s t s .  He c i t e s  J e r e m y  
C l a r k s o n  a c c e p t i n g  B P ' s  c o r p o r a t e  h o s p i t a l i t y  b e f o r e  s i n g i n g  t h e  
c o m p a n y ' s  p r a i s e s  i n  t h e  Sun.
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R i g h t  of  r e p l y  to  r e l i g i o u s  l e t t e r s  -  f r o m

^ a n t s  t h e  r u l e s  c h a n g e d ,  t o  r e q u i r e  a n  e d i t o r  w h o  p r i n t s  a  p r o 
r e l i g i o u s  r e a d e r ' s  l e t t e r  t o  g r a n t  a n  a u t o m a t i c  r i g h t  o f  r e p l y  t o  n o n 
r e l i g i o u s  r e s p o n d e n t s .  O r  v i c e  v e r s a .

I n d ec e n t  front  pages  on open  d i s p l a y  -  f r o m  .

1 a s k s  t h a t  p a p e r s  w i t h  n e a r - p o r n o g r a p h i c  f r o n t  c o v e r s ,  a n d  
w h o s e  p a g e s  c o n t a i n  n e a r - p o r n o g r a p h i c  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  s h o u l d  b e  c l e a r l y  
l a b e l l e d  a s  f o r  over-18s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  r e t a i l e r s  t o  m o v e  t h e m  a w a y  f r o m  
c h i l d r e n ' s  v i e w i n g .

1 2 .  A n n u a l  c o d e  r e v i e w :  T h e  r e v i e w  w i l l  b e  a n n o u n c e d  i n  D e c e m b e r ,  b o t h  
o n l i n e  a n d  v i a  l e t t e r s  e - m a i l e d  t o  e d i t o r s  w i t h  t h e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e y  b e  
p u b l i s h e d .

1 3 .  O t h e r  b u s i n e s s

1 4 .  D a t e  o f  n e x t  m e e t i n g

APPENDIX A : R e d a c te d  m in u te s  o f  10 A p r i l  201 0 .

R e c o m m e n d e d  c u t s  i n  r e d .  O p t i o n a l  e x t r a s  i n  b l u e .

P r e s e n t :

C o l i n  G r a n t  (N S )

M i k e  S a s s i

H a n n a h  W a l k e r  (NS)

J u n e

(NS)

D a m i a n

Chairman:  P a u l  D a c r e  (N P A )

J o n a t h a n  G r u n  (N P A )
S m i t h - S h e p p a r d  (P P A )
J o h n  W i t h e r o w  (N P A )
H a r r i e t  W i l s o n  (P P A )
R i c h a r d  W a l l a c e  (N PA)
B a t e s  (S N S )
A t t e n d i n g :

B a r o n e s s  B u s c o m b e  ( C h a i r m a n ,  P C C ) ; S t e p h e n  A b e l l  ( D i r e c t o r ,  P C C ) ; I a n  
B e a l e s  ( S e c r e t a r y )  .
A p o l o g i e s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  I a n  M u r r a y  a n d  N e i l  B e n s o n .

M e m b e r s h i p : T h e  C h a i r m a n  w e l c o m e d  n e w  m e m b e r s  D a m i a n  B a t e s ,  o f  t h e  
A b e r d e e n  E v e n i n g  Express  ( S N S ) ; C o l i n  G r a n t ,  C a m b r i d g e  N e w s p a p e r s  ( N S ) ; 
M i k e  S a s s i ,  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  S e n t i n e l  N e w s  a n d  M e d i a  ( N S ) ;  a n d  R i c h a r d  
W a l l a c e ,  D a i l y  Mir r o r  ( N P A ) .

M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  h e l d  o n  2 6  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 9  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  a n d  
s i g n e d .

C o d e  C o m m i t t e e  w e b s i t e :  T h e  s e c r e t a r y  s a i d  t r a f f i c  o n  t h e  w e b s i t e  h a d
c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p a n d .  T h e  PCC h a d  a s s i s t e d  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r  
m e m b e r s h i p  t o  m o r e  t h a n  2 , 0 0 0 .

B r i b e r y  B i l l :  T h e  s e c r e t a r y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  t h e  B r i b e r y
B i l l  p o s e d  a  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  a s  i t  o f f e r e d  n o  p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t  d e f e n c e  a n d  c a r r i e d  a m a x im u m  1 0 - y e a r  s e n t e n c e .  A f i— i c G u c —w a s
v d n o t h c -i

p r o t - c c t i o n .
Oedc p  .x ̂  11. C n m iq i i t :

T h e  C h a i r m a n  s a i d  t h i s  w a s  a  s e r i o u s  i s s u e  t h a t
s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g . ^ ------e n c e — t h e — i n d u s t r y — had-
c o n s i d c -r c d  fe-h c  ■i .-mp l -i e -a t i e a a .

O n l i n e  C o d e b o o k ;  I t  w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t ,  d u e  t o  h e a v y  s p r i n g  a g e n d a s ,  
u p d a t e s  t o  t h e  o n l i n e  C o d e b o o k  s h o u l d  b e  r e s c h e d u l e d  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
a n n u a l l y  a t  a u t u m n  m e e t i n g s .

P r i v a c y  c h e c k l i s t : T h e  s e c r e t a r y  p r e s e n t e d  a  r e v i s e d  v e r s i o n  o f  A l a n
R u s b r i d g e r ' s  c h e c k l i s t  o f  q u e s t i o n s  o n  p r i v a c y  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  
i n  The Editors' Codebook.

I t  w a s  a g r e e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  K e y  Q u e s t i o n s  o n  p r i v a c y  m ad e  a l l  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l  p o i n t s .  N o  c h a n g e  w a s  n e e d e d .

S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t  a n d  PCC G o v e r n a n c e  R e v i e w : T h e  s e c r e t a r y
r e p o r t e d  b r i e f l y  o n  t h e  CMS S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t ,  a n d  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  i t ,  a n d  a l s o  o n  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  P C C 's
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G o v e r n a n c e  R e v i e w ,  f t : i a n u c s — i n v -e l v c d — o f t e n — c v e -r  l a p p e d /
□ u g g c D t i c n o — w e r ê  ■e o n a i d c r e d — t -o g e t h e r — e-i t h c r — i n —O ' g o -n -e r a l — d i -o e - a s o i o n —e n  
p r o c e d u r a l  ■m a t t e r c  o r - a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  G o d e  R c v l -e w . ------

I t  w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  w o u l d  d r a f t  a r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  S e l e c t  
c o m m i t t e e  a n d  c i r c u l a t e  i t  b y  e m a i l  f o r  a p p r o v a l .

P r o c e d u r a l  c h a n g e s  ( s u b j e c t  t o  P r e s s B oF  a p p r o v a l )

L a v  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  P C C : T h e  c o m m i t t e e  d i s c u s s e d  a t
l e n g t h  v a r i o u s  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f r o m  t h e  CMS S e l e c t  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  i t ,  t h a t  t h e  C o d e  C o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  a d m i t  
l a y  m e m b e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  l a y  c h a i r m a n .  T h e r e  w a c — g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t
i n s t a l -l - i n g — a — l a y —e h a i r m a n  w o u l -d  w e a k e n  t h e — C o d e '  □— a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n ...t h e
i n d u n t -r y  a n d — t h a t — l a y  m e m b e r e — w o u l d  ■■-b r i n g — o n l y  m a r g i n a l  p r c o e n t a t i o n a l  
b e n e f  i -t -a .— o p t i o n  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  rO G -- l a y  c o u i m i e o i o n c r e  t o  o e r v e  o n  - t h e
G o d e —C o m m i t -t e c  o n  a  r o t a t i n g  b a e i e  wa-o—c o n e i d c r e d ' ia y —e d — i m p r o v i -n g
b o t h  p u b l i c  e r e d i b i l -i -fey - a n d  l a y - c o m m i -o s i o n c r o ' ..u n d c r e t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  C o d

: r ,  t h e  TCC D i r e
e x  e 
to r—e3€?C o m m i t t e e ' e  w o r k . Howe ■.j^re-aoed—coneerru,—□ 

E-he— G o v e r n a n c e — R e v - r e w  p a n e l -,— t h a t — f e h ie — c o u l d —b l u r — t h e — r o l e s — o
h a r e d

- t h e
t w o  o r g a n i e a t r e r iG ■------

I t  w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  a n y  o u t c o m e s  s h o u l d  a w a i t  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  
G o v e r n a n c e  R e v i e w ,  b u fe - h h c  c u r r e n t  m a i n - o p t i -e n s  were  t h a t :

* "̂ -T h e '— — w o u l d — r e v i v e — i t n ^ -d o r m a n t — C o d e — s u b  c o m m i t t e e , — v m i c h — w o u l d  
l i a i a c  i n f e r m a l l y  w i t h  t h e - C o d e  C o m m i t t e e  v i a  t h e —□ c c r e - t -a -r y  t o  h e l p  
i m p r o v e  m u t u a l  u n d c r o t a n d i n g .

• — T h e —rc c  C h a i r m a n —a n d  D i r c -e t o r — o h o u l d  r e m a -i n  a s — S a d c — C o m m i t t e e — l e y  
o b e e r v e e e -;— i n c r e -ars i n g l y  a-e t i n g  -ao — a  t w o  w a y —c o n d u i t  f o r  e x p r c D o i n g  
o p e r a t i o n a l  o r  o t h e r  c o n c c x n n .

• — S i e — C o d e — C o m m i t t e e , — w h o B — c o n e u l t l n g — t h e — i n d u e  t r y — o n — r e c o m m e n d e d  
■eh a -n g e s — fee— fehe— C o d e ,— w o u l d — a s — a — c o u r t  c o y — s o c k — fehe— i n p u t — e f — t h e  
C e m m i o a i o n -r -

M o d e r a t i n g  w e b s i t e s ;  T h e  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  t h a t  n e w s p a p e r s  s h o u l d  p r o a c t i v e l y  m o n i t o r  t h e i r  
w e b s i t e s  a n d  t a k e  d o w n  o f f e n s i v e  m a t e r i a l  b e f o r e  c o m p l a i n t s  w e r e -  
r e c e i v e d  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d .  Mo-a fe— m e m b e r -o— oa-i-d— t h e i r — o i -t e s — w e r e — r -e a d -e r  
m o d e r a t e d , — b e c a u s e  o f  r c e o u r c c  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  b c e a u -a -e- m o d c -r -a-f e i o n  c o u l d  
c o m p r o m i s e  t h e i r  d e f e n e e  i n  t h e  e v e n t - e f  l e g a l  a c t i o n . — T h e  e v i d e n c e  w a s  
■ th a t — s e l f  m o d e r a t i o n  v f o r k e d - . - S t c p h e n - f t b c l - l — s a i d —t h e — PGG—was —l o o k - i -a g —a t
oni-ji-ne
T t  w a s  a g r e e d  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  s h o u l d  p r e p a r e  a  p a p e r  o n  t h i s ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  
o f  l e g a l  a d v i c e ,  a n d  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  PCC.

P o s i t i o n i n g  o f  a d v e r s e  a d i u d i - e a t i o n s : p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e
G o v e r n a n c e  R e v i e w  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  d i c t a t e  p o s i t i o n i n g  o f  
a d v e r s e  a d j u d i c a t i o n s  w a s  b r o a d l y  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  PCC C h a i r m a n  a n d  
D i r e c t o r .  T h e y  w e r e  a g a i n s t  n e w  s a n c t i o n s  a n d  s a i d  t h a t ,  c u r r e n t l y ,  70% 
o f  e d i t o r s  w o u l d  i n f o r m a l l y  d i s c u s s  p o s i t i o n i n g  i n  a d v a n c e - : — l i o w c v c i - ,

ICC  o o u g h t —g re a fe -e i3COplr : c c p t c d -  t h a t —t h i n g s  h a d  c h ;
■-r'l -■ .

TicA L---13------------ llctct—emrsTT^
E-i o n -3-------- w i t h  Prcao—CoTiplainta— Commioaion  g i v e n — i n' b r a n d -i n g ' 

1__ ""
-efe-

h c a d l i n c thuc m e r e : E d i b i l i t y  b y — o h  o w i n g — feh&fe-
i d j u d i c a t i o n -o—c-a u o c d  e d i t o r s  g -e n u i n c  p a - i n .

r . p c r o — w e r -e a-gr( -tte i h e - ■rars— i n d e e d R e e p o n d i n g — fee
give id- d e e - jOQirioning , 

ske-/— w i t h
r a o c o m h c

c o n t  i r im ed — t h a f e — fehe— o y o t e m  w o u l -d  ■■r e m a i n - b c o p o k c ,
a r y  s a i d  t h a fe-;— v f h i l c —m e s t -  e d i -

jehr- le—ees
L C--3-

~~ j  -
T h e ■c e e :© r s —e e r -e u l r c a

o r m a l l - y -;— h a v i n g  p o o i f e i e a i n g — i m p o s c d - -fey- j o r n m io o -i----=-jT3T
— m i g h t — he— p c G o i b l o — a - : o r n -hy—vjhieh—hhe

icn xVC- rie- -pewi■y ci L C ̂
m i g h t — p r o v -i -d:e— a -

pcGitioning
C u c h - r̂eemex Ul-a---L.‘Xl-a'U' •

: g g c 3 t c a  f e r  a p e zlrc g -i -e -a-

I t  w a s  a g r e e d  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  PCC d i r e c t o r  s h o u l d  d r a w  u p  a  f o r m  o f  
w o r d s  t o  d e f i n e  a p o s s i b l e  p r o c e s s  a n d  r e p o r t  b a c k .
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O n l i n e  m e d i a  c o n v e r c r e n c e : T h e  N U J ,  M e d i a W i s e ,  C a m p a i g n  f o r  P r e s s  a n d
B r o a d c a s t i n g  F r e e d o m  a n d  o t h e r s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a s  p r i n t  a n d  b r o a d c a s t i n g  
w e b s i t e s  c o - e x i s t e d  o n l i n e ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  c o n f o r m i t y  o f  s t a n d a r d s ,  s o  
t h a t  O f  c o m  i s s u e s ,  s u c h  a s  t a s t e  a n d  d e c e n c y ,  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  b a l a n c e  
w e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  E d i t o r s '  C o d e ,

I t  w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  l i m i t s  o n  b r o a d c a s t i n g  f r e e d o m  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  
b a n d w i d t h  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a d o p t e d  b y  a d i v e r s e  p r e s s .

C o d e  C o m m i t t e e  t r a n s p a r e n c y : T h e  s e c r e t a r y  r e p o r t e d  o n  s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i m p r o v e  i t s  p u b l i c  c r e d i b i l i t y  v i a  g r e a t e r  t r a n s p a r e n c y  -  
s u c h  a s  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  C o d e  R e v i e w  d e c i s i o n s ,  a n d  t h e

“ ‘ i l r c a d y — p u b l i s h e dc h a n g e s — w e r e — wtxi. ■
■ w o r e — i n f o r m e d — & f — t h e

m i n u t e s  o f  m e e t i n g s .  R c a c e e s — f e r — C o d -e -  
b u t ,— w h i -l -e— i n d i v i -dH-a-1— p r o p e -s e r s — e f — s u g g e o t i e a £ 3 -  
r c a o o n —f o r  z ' c j c c t i c n , — t h i s —c o u l d  a p p e a r  n e g a t i v e —i f  p u b l i s h e d —c n  b l o c

M e m b e r -s— a g r e e d — t h a t w e r e — m a n y — m i D c o n G c p  t e e B i a-beet ahe Code
C o m m i t t t c c  ' o—r e l -e-;— i n c l u d -i n g  t h e - ih a fe — i t  w;: 5ede

t h e  PCC C o d e -.- sph€ rS— c o n s  i d -e r i -H-g — a— n e ws e t  _ ^
a d -v e -r -t i a c m o t a -t— s e t t i n g —e e t —t h e —w e y —t h e — s y s t e m  w o r k e d -;— a n d --w-a -s— t o  p u b l i s h  
m o d e l —m i n u t o o ';— w i t h o u t —a n a r r a t i v e - . —

I t  w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t , 
s h o u l d :

t o  t r y  t o  i m p r o v e  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r y

•  D r a f t  p o s s i b l e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  p u b l i s h i n g  m i n u t e s  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  a t  
t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g .

•  - P u b l i s h  o n  t h e  w e b s i t e  a n s w e r s  t o  p o p u l a r  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  a b o u t  
s e l f - r e g u l a t i o n .

•  I n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  w e b s i t e ' s  c u r r e n t  F r e q u e n t l y  A s k e d  Q u e s t i o n s  i n t o  
t h e  C o d e b o o k  i t s e l f  t o  i n c r e a s e  r e a d e r s h i p .

-S- n i  p t r i b i i t p  t o  e d i t o r s  a  l e t t e r  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  o r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  
a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  a n n u a l  C o d e  R e v i e w .

W i d e r  r e m i t  f o r  C o d e  C o m m i t t e e ;  T h e  G o v e r n a n c e  R e v i e w  p a n e l  b e l i e v e s  
t h e  b u r d e n  o f  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  s e l f - r e g u l a t o r y  s y s t e m  f a l l s  
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  o n  t h e  PCC a n d  h a s  f l o a t - e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  
.C o d e  C o m m i t t e e  m i g h t  t a k e  o n  a  w i d e r  r o l e  t o  h e l p  r e c t i f y  t h i s .  T h e  
s e c r e t a r y  s a i d  a n y  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r e m i t  w o u l d  b e  a d e c i s i o n  f o r
P r e  s  s B o F ^ — P a u l  D a c r c  o a i d  t h e - P C C  vras - l e f t  t o ...t a ] ; : c  t h e - f -l a -k —b c e a u -oe—t h e
i n d u s t r y — w e e — i n — a— d i f f i c u l t — p o s i t i o n , — b e i n g — s e e s — a s — -p a -r-ti— p -re e - :— T tiry—we 

: d c d  s p o k e c ffre w h o - w e r e  a b o v -e- - t -h -c  f r a y - . -

A n n u a l  C o d e  R e v i e w

Suggestions from the CMS Select committee, the Government, 
the public, and the industry were considered.

A c c u r a c y

C l a u s e  l i  -  p r i o r  n o t i c e :  T h e  CMS S e l e c t  c o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ' s
r e s p o n s e  t o  i t .  S c h i l l i n g s  s o l i c i t o r s  a n d  o t h e r s  s u g g e s t e d  v a r i o u s  w a y s  
i n  w h i c h  t h e  C o d e  s h o u l d  c o v e r  p r e - n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  a b o u t  a r t i c l e s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e m . —T h e — s c c i ' c t a r y — o-a-a-d—t h e — E u r o p e a -a — C o u r t — e f — K-u m a n —fl-± -g h t<3 
h a d  -a g -r c e d  t o  f a s t --■t r a c ] -:  M a x  M o a l c y ' o  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a - r i g h t  
©d—p r  i -o r —n e t  i e c —£ r o m —t h -c—News— —the—World— —ha-s—p r i v a c y —e-a-s-e—b r e a c h e d

a n - re — w o u l d — p r o b a b l y — b e - ind—late—bhi
: e -e i

rir;---rrtrr
an ■■ i b r n i s o i o n  f r o m  t h e  M e d i a -  L a w y c r e teB-

rird- t h c r c i o r c — b e — u n v ; i s c — e© 
c o m m i t -t -c e — h a d — a l r e a d ylOU-t — l c g a -5 a d v i c e - :

Codebook— }idanG"C j n d -- m i -g-h t ;et-bG-r- -ge—ae
H rS - i n d u c t r \ w-euri -fe-e—

a r ra ..-e -f -

*  D e c i s i o n ;  T h e  s e c r e t a r y  s h o u l d  c o n s u l t  o n  d r a f t  Codebook  g u i d a n c e  a n d  
r e p o r t  b a c k .
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Clause l i  -  headlines: The CMS S elect committee, the Government's 
response, p e tit io n e rs  on line  and others suggested the Code should 
req u ire  th a t headlines on s to r ie s  accu ra te ly  r e f le c t  the content, The
[j c cm  t  a 3, 
the context—ef-

whi-] id lin c -o—were—already—covered by—feiie—Code—w ith in
ihc—o to ry ,—the^ ■■̂■0 A -eex jpee-i-f-ie a l iy - mLcntioncd to avoid

being ■■j 'Ud-g- in  i: s la tio n . He "prece-nt-ed a couplc o f options fo r  amending
Csd-^ bu-t—suggested—guidance—in—a—C o d e b o o k - paae-1—mi-g-ht—eeve ibe

issue -b e t te r -;—making- c le a r th a t ' hcadl-i -aes should r e f Ic c t -'-thc—o-3-s-oH.-ec--e# 
the story=̂—Mem-be-rs supported the—C o d e b o o k  option,—but—fe-l-t —' t h c —e-a 'B-CTi-eo

" c-s p e c ia lly  fo r magazines,o f  t h e  o tory---wa-3—to e —narrow and- re-s t r ic t i '
Decision; The secretary  should prepare d ra f t  a guidance note fo r  the

Codebook. g iv ing—a—f a i r —dcg-rc-e—©f—la t i t u -de-r-
Clause l i  -  m anipulation of p ic tu res  and low threshold of accuracy: In
evidence to  the PCC Governance Review, MediaWise suggested the Code 
should include a photography clause, to  cover d ig i ta l  m anipulation. The 
NUJ said the current requirement t o  t a k e  c a r e  t o  a v o i d  i n a c c u r a c y  was a 
low thresho ld . The committee agreed the Code's mention of p ic tu res  
covered d ig i ta l  m anipulation and th a t th is  was made c le a r  in  the 
C o d e b o o k .  The NUJ assertio n  of a low threshold  on accuracy was 
unsupported by evidence.
* Decision: No change.
Clause l i  -  Due Prominence fo r  apologies and co rrectio n s: The CMS Select 
committee, the Government's response, "online, p e tit io n e rs , MediaWise, 
Swan Turton and others c a lle d  v ario u s ly  fo r  apologies and corrections to  
appear on the same page or e a r l ie r  than the o r ig in a l reference ,and 
suggested the Code should re q u ire  e d ito rs  to  give the PCC advance notice  
of p o s itio n in g . The—cccrct-ary  said bhi-o—la rg e ly  - c-od-i-f-ied what happened 
already and produced a dra-f t  f o r - conoidcra-t ie n -;—which allowed fo r  mutual
agi'CCv bctvjcen— the— e d ito r̂ - rCC ■— This— could—work
□ c c rc ta r i a t--had powers to  agree the- p a a it io n in g - on-beh-al-g—0-f---t-he—PGG-,-- 
ro u tin c ly  happened already--

Decision; I t  was agreed the Code would be amended to  s ta te :

i i )  A s ig n if ic a n t inaccuracy, m isleading j statement or_, d is to rtio n "  
once recognised must be corrected , ,prom ptly ^and-*" w ith  due 
prominence, and - where appropriate  - - a h ,  apology published, " in  
complaints in vo lv in g  the Commission>:. - prominence'.- should; be agreed 
w ith  the PCC in  advance. '

Opportunity to re p ly

Clause 2 -  Right of re p ly : MediaWise suggested, v ia  the Governance
review, th a t the Code should o f fe r  an appropriate r ig h t o f rep ly  to
genuinely aggrieved p a rtie s  th a t would allow  them tc__ p resen t,
unmediated, th e ir  side of the story or po in t o f view, ______________

I ^suggested both a r ig h t  of re p ly  and th a t newspapers provide
o b lig a to ry  space fo r readers' complaints. The committee decided the 
current opportun ity  to  rep ly  was reasonable.

* Decision; No change,
P r i v a c y

Clause 3 -  informed consent and d is to rte d  ru lin g s : MediaWise suggested
the te s t of a reasonable expectation  of p rivacy favoured the p r iv ile g e d ,  
who were guarded by high w alls  and expensive lawyers, and c a lle d  fo r  the 
Code to o f fe r  a r ig h t of 'inform ed consent' to  p ro te c t non-media savvy

" ‘ ‘ " d̂—in tof-
-ewH-

. - . - V O ;  i - c ------L ~ri y -n

■i -ntG-r -a-Dbo^
being dup;
The NUJ claimed.

people. This v;-cu-be—inc 1 uge—copy—c.tccj^

w ithout supporting evidence, th a t the current privacy  wording d is to rte d  
FCC a d iu d ic a tio n s . The committee decided th a t a r e a s o n a b l e  expectation  
of privacy allowed fo r d if fe re n t  expectations as between the r ic h  or 
p riv ile g e d  and more ord inary  in d iv id u a ls .

Decision; Nc change.
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D i s c r i m i n a t i o n

Clause 12 -  Inc lus ion  of groups and a llow ing  th ir d  p a rty  complaints: The
N ationa l Aids Trust, the B u ild ing  and Social Housing Foundation, West 
London Mental Health Trust and o thers, including -  in  evidence to  the 
Governance review - MediaWise, Campaign fo r Press and Broadcasting 
Freedom, and the NUJ, suggested various options fo r  widening Clause 12 
to  emhrace d iscrim in atio n  against groups and to  allow  th ird  p arty  
com plaints.
The
Gont

oaid—d i Dcrim ination—againS'i:—groups—wa-o t-iiC
bnsi

Code' moot
-committeerac ■ [t  had bee-H— io te d- th -g

decided th a t, while p e jo ra tiv e  or p re ju d ic ia l remarks about in d iv id u a ls  
were not acceptable, a s im ila r  bar on groups would be an infringem ent of 
fre e  speech. Third p a rtie s  c a n  complain about inaccurate s to ries  about 
groups under Clause I ' s  Accuracy p rovis ions. A recent survey of 20 
European press s e lf-re g u la to ry  systems revealed th a t only four cover 
d is c rim in a tio n  against groups.

* Decision: No change.
C o n f i d e n t i a l  s o u r c e s

Clause 14 -  C red itin g  sources: Suggestions from on line  p e titio n e rs  th a t
a l l  sources should be cred ited  unless they do not wish to be, and from 
Heather Brooke th a t there should be a presumption -  on the U.S. 
e d ito r ia l  model -  th a t o f f ic ia l  spokesmen were ro u tin e ly  named, were, 
re je c te d . The—commirttc c —oal-d—fe-hat—thcoc—iosucn ,—however—laudab-l-e;/—vjorc- 
mattogo- f  o-r - f  rcc ed-i t o r i a l  ehei ec .■
* Decision; No change.

General I ssues
.Advjncating. i l le g a l i t y :  suggested the. Code should
include a clause to prevent the p u b lica tio n  of a r t ic le s  ju s t ify in g  
i l le g a l  acts , such as to rtu re  to  prevent te rro rism . The— committee
deeided-  th a t-;—i f  -feh-i-s—s o rt' of—j-ourna liom 'Went beyond the bounds " of—fre e  
spceeh-,—th e - l-aw would cover' i t - —I f —i t  w e r e  'not—in  thC' -public in te re s t to  
prosecute ,— i f —wou-l -d—equally—nef—be—is —fbe—public—±'Hf crest—fee—prevent 
publioa 't io n . ' * Decision; No change
Photography: MediaWise wanted the committee to improve i ts  guidance on
photography.- This should cover issues such as the use of 's to ck ' 
p ic tu res  as i l lu s tra t io n s , and the copying and keeping of images 
supplied fo r single usage -  e s p e c ia lly  given the re lian ce  on 'c i t iz e n  
jo u rn a lis ts ' to supply them. Although much—ef—f h-i s—is—eev-cre-d—h i—the
Godefeeeji  ̂ c—general—guidance------- ouch -ae—pnotegraphy— —f-uH€-r-a--l-s—and -3rnr

■a---- B rie f inq---- panel---- g«T---- p h O't-o q-r a p h v- ---- ci "3 G---- --------- u i i C ---- i3kJ'i"x‘C'.-:'"tL 3---
phetog-rapher-o— —p ic tu re —dcsjvo . The committee decided issues such as 
f in a n c ia l transactions with suppliers  of p ic tu res , including c it iz e n  
jo u rn a lis ts , were outside the Code's rem it.

* Decision: Include photography B rie fin g  panel in The E d i t o r s '
C o d e b o o k .

E d ito r ia l balance; Park Homes Residents Action A llia n c e  asked th a t the 
Code should prevent magazines and newspaper e d ito r ia l  features from 
m isleading e ld e rly  purchasers by d ire c t ly  comparing prices of park  
homes, which ty p ic a lly  depreciate w ith  age, w ith  those of t r a d it io n a lly -  
b u i l t  freehold  houses. The committee agreed that the Code's accuracy 
provisions already allowed the PCC to  ad jud icate  on m isleading  
in fo rm atio n .

Decision: No change.
Biased court reporting  and naming and shaming: complained
th a t reports of ongoing t r ia ls  are often based on the prosecution 's  
opening address, w ithout making c le a r that these are a lle g a tio n s  or 
g iv in g  the defence case,- and do not s tate  th a t a case is  ongoing.

whose husband died while serving a j a i l  sentence fo r
c h iia
rep o rt i-UG

=ex abuse, asked tha t  the Code should require  even-handed 
iG of such c a s e s ,  vuthout fa ls e  a lle g a tio n s , or in c it in g
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v ig ila n tis m  w ith  lu r id  headlines in  naming-and-shaming campaigns. The 
committee decided the accuracy provisions already allowed the PCC to  
ad jud icate  on poor rep o rtin g  of t r i a ls .

* D ecision: No change.
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