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E d i t o r s "  C o d e  o f  P r a c t i c e  

C o m m i t t e e

A c r e n d a

E d i t o r s '  C o d e  o f  P r a c t i c e  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g

Newspaper S o c ie ty  o f f ic e s ,  8’"'’ F lo o r , S t A ndrew 's House, 
1 8 -2 0  S t A ndrew 's  S t r e e t  London EC4 3AY 
1 0 -3 0  a .m ., Th u rsd ay , O cto b er 11, 2007

1. A p o lo g ies
2. M in u tes  o f March 14, 2007 ( c i r c u la t e d ) -
3. B usiness a r is in g :

•  Code Review proposals r a t i f ie d  by PCC

•  In form ation Commissioner -  industry  guidance note

•  Payments to  c rim ina ls

•  Defamation reporting
4. S e le c t  Com m ittee re p o r t  on s e l f - r e g u la t io n
5. F o w le r Com m ittee in q u ir y  in t o  s e l f - r e g u la t io n
6. PCC R eport on S u b te rfu g e  and N ew sgathering
7. PCC 'q u a l i t y  stam p."
8 . Code Committee w e b s ite
9. Suggestions  f o r  changes to  th e  Code
10. 2008 Code re v ie w
11 . O th e r business
12 . N ex t m eeting

4 .  S e l e c t  C o m m itte e  R e p o r t

4 .1  The S e le c t  C o m m ittee 's  R e p o rt, as members w i l l  have seen, was 
b ro a d ly  s u p p o rtiv e  o f s e l f - r e g u la t io n ,  and w h ile  making sug g estio n s  to  
im prove th e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f th e  Code, v ia  th e  PCC, i t  made no 
recom m endations f o r  Code changes. In d eed , th e  re p o r t  s a id  i t  was 
s i g n i f i c a n t  th a t  th e  S e le c t  Com m ittee had re c e iv e d  no p ro p o s a ls  fo r  
s ig n i f i c a n t  changes. A ltho u g h  th e  NUJ had asked f o r  a "co n sc ie n ce  
c la u s e "  in  th e  Code, the  S e le c t  Committee appeared to  support th e  
in c lu s io n  in  s t a f f  c o n tra c ts  o f a c lau s e  r e q u ir in g  adherence to  the  
Code .

5 .  F o w le r  C o m m itte e  in q u i r y

5 .1  Lord  F o w le r 's  Committee has bee.n ta k in g  ev idence  from  in d iv id u a ls ,  
am id s p e c u la t io n  th a t  i t  in te n d s  to  be much more r ig o ro u s  in  i t s  
approach  than  the  S e le c t  C om m ittee. I t  may be th a t  d u rin g  the  second 
s ta g e  o f  th e  Fow ler in q u ir y ,  th e  Code Commiittee m ight be in v i te d  to
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a tte n d  to  g iv e  ev id en ce  - o r  f in d  i t  n e c e s s a ry  to  make a subm iss io n .

6 .  PCC  R e p o r t  on S u b te r fu g e  and  N e w s g a th e r in g

6 .1  The PCC's in q u ir y  in t o  th e  C liv e  Goodman case and d a ta  p r o te c t io n  
is s u e s  r a is e d  no q u e r ie s  about th e  adequacy o f  th e  Code o f  P r a c t ic e .  
However, th e  PCC suggested  s e v e ra l m a tte rs  o f good p r a c t ic e  th a t  m igh t 
be fo llo w e d  by th e  in d u s t r y .
6 .2  These in c lu d e d :

• C o n tra c ts  w ith  e x te r n a l  c o n tr ib u to r s  shou ld  c o n ta in  an e x p l i c i t  
re q u ire m e n t to
ab id e  by th e  Code o f P r a c t ic e ;
• A s im i la r  re fe re n c e  to  th e  D ata  P r o te c t io n  A c t should  be in c lu d e d  
in  c o n tra c ts  o f
em ploym ent;
• P u b lic a t io n s  shou ld  re v ie w  in t e r n a l  p r a c t ic e  to  ensure th a t  th e y  
have an e f f e c t iv e
and f u l l y  u n d ers to o d  " s u b te r fu g e  p r o to c o l"  f o r  s t a f f  jo u r n a l is t s ,  
w hich in c lu d e s
who sh o u ld  be c o n s u lte d  f o r  a d v ic e  about w h eth er th e  p u b lic  
i n t e r e s t  is  s u f f i c i e n t  
to  j u s t i f y  s u b te r fu g e ;

A lth o u g h  c o n tr a c tu a l com pliance  w ith  th e  Code f o r  s t a f f  
j o u r n a l is t s  is
w id e s p re a d , i t  shou ld  w ith o u t  d e la y  become u n iv e r s a l across  th e  
in d u s t r y  (th e
PCC w i l l  be p u rs u in g  t h is  f u r t h e r ) ;
• T h ere  should  be r e g u la r  in t e r n a l  t r a in in g  and b r ie f i n g  on 
developm ents  on p r iv a c y
cases and com pliance w ith  th e  law ;
• T h ere  should  be r ig o ro u s  a u d it  c o n tro ls  f o r  cash paym ents, where 
th ese  a re
u n a v o id a b le .

6 .3  The Code Committee might  need t o  c o n s id e r  whether  t h i s  b e s t  
^ . p r a c t ic e  s h o u ld  be e ns h r in e d  i n  a Guidance Note ,  and wh eth er  i t  sho u ld  

be  's o u rced  b y  the PCC, the Code Commit tee,  o r  j o i n t l y .

7 .  PCC o n l i n e  " q u a l i t y  s ta m p "

7 .1  S i r  C h r is to p h e r  M eyer, in  a speech in  S c o tla n d , s a id  he v;as h o p e fu l 
th a t  'th e  day is  n o t f a r  o f f  when a s m a ll PCC lo g o  w i l l  be v is i b l e  in  a 
c o rn e r  o f th e  s creen  on e v e ry  e le c t r o n ic  page o f  e v e ry  B r i t i s h  newspaper 
and m a g a z in e ' .
7 .2  Such a 'q u a l i t y  stam p' would be a v is i b l e  in d ic a t io n  th a t  th e  
p u b l ic a t io n  conform ed to  th e  Code o f  P r a c t ic e ,  and would address 'h e a d -  
on th e  fu n d am en ta l is s u e  o f  t r u s t '  . T h is  is  p r in c ip a l l y  an a rea  f o r  
PressB of and is  re p o r te d  f o r  th e  Code C o m m ittee 's  in fo rm a t io n .

8 . Code C o m m itte e  W e b s ite

8 .1  The d e s ig n  o f th e  Code Com m ittee w e b s ite  is  now w e ll  advanced. 
C u rre n t d r a f t  pages under c o n s tr u c t io n  may be accessed a t  
h t t p : / /www. c o d e s ig n . i t /e d i t o r s c o d e /

8 .2  The k ey  e lem ents  a re :

• Welcome box w ith  In t r o d u c t io n  to  th e  Code and th e  Com m ittee.

• About Us ~ e x p la in in g  th e  r o le  and membership o f  th e  Code
Com m ittee, w ith  l in k

to  an up d ated  H is to r y  o f th e  Code, d e t a i l in g  
changes s in c e  1991.

most o f th e

The Code in  f u l l  -  th e  l a t e s t  v e rs io n ,  

FAQs -  a

which can be dovi'nloaded.

q u e s tio n s , which issample l i s t  o f f r e q u e n t ly  asked  
i n f i n i t e l y  exp an d ab le .

The E d i t o r s '  Codebook, u p d ated  w ith  l a t e s t  Code changeE which can
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be downloaded.

• G uidance Notes

• Press re le a s e s  on Code changes and Code Com m ittee subm issions to
Government e tc .

• Code Conunittee C h airm an 's  a n n u a l r e p o r ts .

8 .3  D r a f ts  o f  th e  Welcome, About Us, FAQs, H is to r y ,  and Guidance N otes
a re  a tta c h e d . The Press re le a s e s , subm issions and C hairm an 's  an n u a l 
r e p o r ts  w i l l  be added to  th e  s i t e  d i r e c t .

8 .4  The Codebook has been u p d ated  to  in c lu d e  Code changes. A d r a f t  o f 
th e  a l t e r a t io n s  is  a ls o  a tta c h e d , but  i t  would p r o b a b l y  be e a s i e r  f o r  
commit tee members t o  v ie w  the  f i n i s h e d  work o n l i n e .  The Codebook has not  
been re v is e d  to  add new c a s e - la w . T h is  w i l l  form  a second phase, as any  
m a jo r r e v is io n s  would p ro b a b ly  r e q u ir e  c o n v e rtin g  th e  o n lin e  book to  a 
fo rm a t o th e r  than  Q uark, to  a llo w  f o r  e a s ie r  u p d a tin g  in  th e  f u t u r e .  ,

8 .5  The s e c r e ta r y  would welcome th e  Code C o m m ittee 's  su g g estio n s  'fo r  
changes o r re fin e m e n ts  to  th e  w e b s ite . S uggestions  f o r  a d d it io n a l  FAQs 
would be p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p re c ia te d .

8 .6  Arranff'ejaents f o r  the launch  o f  the  s i t e  shou ld  be cons ider ed .  

a .  S u g g e s t io n s  f o r  c h a n g es  t o  t h e  Code

9 .1  R e p o rtin g  o f  ju d g e s : Lord Holme, Chairm an o f  th e  S e le c t  Com m ittee on 
th e  C o n s t itu t io n , w ro te  to  S i r  C h r is to p h e r  M eyer, seek in g  a change to  
th e  Code, fo l lo w in g  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f th e  c o m m itte e 's  R ep o rt on 
R eL a f ion s  between the E x e c u t i v e ,  J u d i c i a r y  and P a r l i a m e n t .  The re p o r t  
accused th e  m edia -  e s p e c ia l ly  " th e  p o p u la r  t a b lo id  p re s s "  -  o f  
o f f e r in g  d is to r t e d  and irresponsLiblLe coverage o f  th e  ju d ic ia r y  and 
t r e a t i n g  judges as f a i r  game, o f te n  by b lam in g  them f o r  t h e i r  
in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  l e g is l a t io n  p ro m u lg ated  by p o l i t i c i a n s .  “I t  s a id  a 
re s p o n s ib le  press  should  c o n c e n tra te  i t s  focus on p ersu ad in g  governm ent 
to  r e c t i f y  th e  le g a l  and p o l ic y  fram ew ork , and recommended th a t  th e  Code 
be updated  to  r e f l e c t  these  p r in c ip le s .
9 .2  D efam atio n  r e p o r t in g :  The s e c re ta r y  w i l l  re p o r t  on l a t e s t
d is c u s s io n s  w ith  la w y e rs  on changes to  c lau s e  l i v .
9 .3  P u b lic  in t e r e s t :  O v e r - r id in g  r ig h t s  o f  c h i ld r e n ;  Newsquest la w y e rs
suggested th a t  th e  P u b lic  In t e r e s t  p r o te c t io n  f o r  c h i ld r e n  -  r e q u ir in g  
e d i to r s  to  dem onstrate  an e x c e p t i o n a l  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  to o v e r - r i d e  the  
n o rm a l ly -  paramount  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c h i l d  -  is  o u t o f d ate  and c o n f l ic t s  
w ith  th e  e s ta b lis h e d  concept o f  th e  need to  b a lan c e  a l l  r e le v a n t  
C onventio n  r ig h ts  by v i r t u e  o f th e  Human R ig h ts  A ct 1998 (such as 
A r t i c l e  8 (p r iv a c y )  and A r t i c l e  10 (freedom  o f e x p re s s io n )} .

9 .4  They c i t e  th e  House o f  Lords as r u l in g  t h a t  i t  is  wrong and 
p o t e n t i a l l y  c o n fu s in g  to  suggest th e re  is  an a u to m a tic  p resu m p tio n  in  
fa v o u r  o f a c h i ld ,  though in  p r a c t ic e  a c h i ld 's  in t e r e s t  w i l l  ten d  to  
b e a r  more w e ig h t. Newsquest were in v o lv e d  in  a PCC case w ith  C o rn w a ll 
County C o u n c il, w hich used a 15 y e a r o ld  boy to  c a r ry  o u t 's t in g s '  
a g a in s t  shopkeepers suspected  o f  s e l l in g  a lc o h o l to  under age custom ers . 
The PCC u p h e ld  Newsquest in  th a t  case .

9 .5  S u g g es tio n : th e  P u b lic  in t e r e s t  no te  5 shou ld  be amended to  
say: " In  cases i n v o l v i n g  c h i l d r e n  under  16, e d i t o r s  must
demonstrate  a p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  o v e r - r i d e s  the i n t e r e s t  o f  the  
c h i l d . "

9 .6  W h ile  th e  PCC has r a r e ly  found in  fa v o u r o f a case where th e  p u b lic  
i n t e r e s t  o v e r - r id e s  th e  in t e r e s t  o f a c h i ld ,  i t  can do so -  and, 
e f f e c t i v e l y ,  d id  do so i n  t h e  C o rn ish  case . The Committee has suggested  
t h a t  the  Code is  o f te n  more p r o te c t iv e  than  th e  la w . I f  N ew squest's  
amendment were c a r r ie d ,  th a t  c la im  m ight be underm ined.
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9 .7  The Committee would need t o  dec ide  whe th er  the  g a i n  ou tw eighed  the  
l o s s  o f  kudos i n  h a v in g  a Code t h a t  was d em onstr ab ly  s t r o n g e r  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  than  t h e  law.

9 .8  P r iv a c y :  T r i n i t y  M ir r o r  amendment: The S e c re ta ry  to  re p o r t  on
d e v e lo p m e n ts .

9 .9  D is c r im in a t io n :

•  I r i s h  T r a v e l le r  Movement in  B r i t a i n  rem inds th e  Com m ittee th a t
th e  E q u a l i t ie s  Review  Panel r e c e n t ly  s ta te d  t h a t  th e  PCC 
should re v ie w  i t s  c o m p la in ts  mechanisms to  c o n s id e r  
c o m p la in ts  about s te r e o ty p in g , d is c r im in a t io n  o r  p r e ju d ic e  
a g a in s t groups as w e l l  as in d iv id u a ls .

•  L e s b ia n , Gay, B is e x u a l and Transg en d er Youth S c o tla n d  makes th e
same p o in t  in  a le n g th y  l e t t e r  q u e s tio n in g  re c e n t PCC 
d e c is io n s  on tra n s g e n d e r c ases .

•  The NUJ has n o t a c t u a l ly  made a s u g g e s tio n  b u t, in  a m eetin g
w ith  th e  s e c r e ta r y ,  has s a id  i t  is  w o rk in g  w ith  o th e r  
groups on p o s s ib le  amendments.

9 .1 0  The e s s e n t i a l  q u e s t i o n  i s  wh eth er  t h e  Commit tee sees any reason to  
change i t s  l o n g - h e l d  v ie w  t h a t  e x t e n d i n g  the c la u s e  t o  c o v e r  groups  
would b r i n g  a c o n s e q u e n t ia l  t h r e a t  to  f reedom o f  e x p r e s s io n .

9 .1 1  S u ic id e  R e p o rtin g : The S am aritan s  have- suggested  th a t  th e  s p i r i t
o f  th e  Code is  n o t b e in g  a p p lie d  -  in  th a t  a re p o r t  in  th e  Sun gave  
e x c e s s iv e  d e t a i l  o f  an a tte m p te d  s u ic id e .  '

9V12 S u g g es tio n : That  Code Clause S i i  i s  changed  to  embrace
a t t e m p t e d  s u i c i d e .

9 .1 3  I t  c o u ld  be- argued  th a t  t h is  v;as v / i th in  th e  s p i r i t  o f th e  Code. 
O th e rw is e , fo r  th e  a vo id a n c e  o f  doubt, th e  words o r  a t t e m p t e d  s u i c i d e  
m ight be added, i f  th e  Com m ittee w ish ed .

9 .1 4  C o u rt re p o r t in g :  |____________________ | has suggested th a t  i t  is  u n f a i r
and s t r e s s f u l  th a t  in n o c e n t d e fe n d a n ts  in  c o u rt cases sh o u ld  be named 
u n t i l  o r  u n le s s  th e y  a re  c o n v ic te d . He w ould l i k e  th e  Code to  be amended 
to  p re v e n t t h i s .

9 .1 5  H ea -d lin es : suggests  th e  Code shou ld  curb  o v e r 
d ra m a tic  h e a d lin e s !  unsupporcea by  f a c ts  in  th e  s to r y .  He c i t e s  a 
f i c t i o n a l  example where c la im s  o f  an in c re a s e d  r is k  o f c a n c e r m ight n o t 
be borne o u t in  th e  s to r y ,  o r  t h a t  th e  r i s k  would n o t be p ro ven , o r  
m ight be m in u te . He suggests  th e  Code should  in s is t  on a re as o n a b le  
com parison to  g iv e  re a d e rs  a measure o f th e  r i s k .

1 0 . Code Review  2008

1 0 .1  The Code re v ie w  w i l l  be announced in  November and f i n a l  d a te  f o r  
s u g g e s tio n s  w i l l  be a t  th e  end o f  J a n u a ry . The S e c re ta ry  would welcome 
any s u g g e s tio n s  from  Code Com m ittee members

1 1 . O th e r B usiness:

1 2 . D a te  o f  n e x t m e e tin g :

Ia n  B ea le s
Code Committee Secretary
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