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E D  R I C H A R D S

Chief Executive

Y o u  m ay have  se en  seve ra l re fe ren ce s  in re cen t new s reports to  O fcom ’s  du ties in relation 
to ensu ring  that p e rson s w ho  hold b roadca stin g  lice n ce s  are  fit and proper. I am  writing to 
you  in th is regard.

A s  you  know  O fcom  is the com m un ica tion s  regu lator in the U K  re spon s ib le  for the licens ing  
o f te lev is ion  and  rad io  se rv ice s . W e  have  a pos itive  duty under the B roadcasting  A c ts  1990 
and 1996 to be sa tis f ied  that any  pe rson  ho ld ing a b roadcasting  licen ce  is, and rem ains, fit 
and proper to hold th ose  licen ce s .

B S k y B  ho ld s lic e n ce s  from  O fcom  under the B roadcasting  A c ts  and therefore B S k y B  is a 
pe rson  abou t w ho se  fitness and p rope rn ess  O fcom  m ust be sa tis f ied  a s  a cond ition of 
con tinu ing to hold th ose  licences.

N ew s C o rpo ra tion  currently  ho ld s 39 .14%  of sh a re s  in B S kyB , In th ese  c ircum stan ce s  
O fcom  m ust take  a c cou n t o f N ew s C o rpo ra tion ’s  conduct (and that o f its subs id ia ry  
com pan ie s) in a s se s s in g  the  con tinu ing fitness and p rope rn ess  o f B S k y B  as a licen ce  ho lder 
a s  w ell a s  the conduct o f B S k y B  itself.

W e  understand  that the ICO  ca rried  out an investiga tion  into the un law fu l acqu is it ion  of 
p e rsona l da ta  in 2006, w h ich  led to you r two reports “W h a t price  p r iva cy? ’’ and 'W h a t price 
p riva cy  n ow ?” In th o se  reports, you  ind ica ted  that you  con s ide red  there  had been  thou sands 
o f in s tan ce s  o f un law fu l conduct, and  that you  held data re lating to pub lica tions ow ned by 
the N ew s C o rpo ra tion  group.

I s tre ss  that w e  do not co n s id e r  that it is fo r O fcom  to se e k  to investiga te  m atters w h ich  
p roperly  lie in you r hands.

W e  w ou ld  how eve r be gra te fu l if w e  cou ld  understand , a s  fa r a s  is poss ib le , w he the r you 
have  de te rm ined  that any co m p a n ie s  o r ind iv idua ls w ithin the N ew s Co rpo ra tion  g roup have 
conducted  th em se lve s  un law fu lly  or in any  o ther w ay  w hich m ay be re levant for our duties. 
W e  w ou ld  a lso  like  to d is cu s s  a rrangem en ts  a s  to how  we m ight be kept in form ed o f any 
fu rther in form ation w h ich  m ay a s s is t us.
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If it w ou ld  be helpful, w e w ou ld  be  happy to m eet and d is cu ss  how  we m ight be ab le  to lia ise  
in a w ay  that is m ost e ffective  and  effic ient fo r you and your staff.

M y  co lle ague  C h r is  W oo la rd  w ill be in touch to fo llow  up on the is su e s  ra ised  in m y letter.

Ed Richards
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