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» T o :  k . c r o w e  ^ ^
» F r o m :  N o e l  D o r a n  -
» S u b j e c t :  p c c  -  two s e p a r a t e  s t a t e m e n t s
»
»
» E d i t o r ' s  s t a t e m e n t .
»
» O u r  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e  c a s e  o f  P e d r o  D e l g a d o  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  
o u r
» w i d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  c o s t  o f  o v e r s e a s  t r a i n i n g  t r i p s  b y  
» N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d .  As we h a v e  
» r e p o r t e d ,  a t  l e a s t  £ 3 5 0 ,  000 h a s  b e e n  s p e n t  f l y i n g  s e n i o r  s t a f f  t o  a 
» r a n g e  o f  d e s t i n a t i o n s  s i n c e  2 0 0 7 .  The  t r i p s  c o n t i n u e d  d e s p i t e  a n  
» i n s t r u c t i o n  b y  t h e  t h e n  m i n i s t e r  f o r  h e a l t h ,  M i c h a e l  McGimpsey ,  t h a t  
» t h e y  s h o u l d  o n l y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a t  a 
t i m e
» w h e n  t h o u s a n d s  o f  NHS j o b s  a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  a n  e n t i r e  h o s p i t a l  w e r e  
» a t  r i s k .
»
» O u r  i n t e n t i o n  a t  a l l  t i m e s  was t o  a c t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  b y  
» e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  f i n a l  b i l l  t o  t h e  t a x - p a y e r  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  
» a n d  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  much l e s s  e x p e n s i v e  o p t i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e  r e a d i l y  
» a v a i l a b l e  a n d  d i d  n o t  i n v o l v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a v e l .
»
» I t  q u i c k l y  e m e r g e d  t h a t  Mr D e l g a d o  h a d  c o m p l e t e d  m o re  f o r e i g n  t r i p s  
» t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  NHS e x e c u t i v e  -  11 i n  t h e  s p a c e  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s  -
» t r a v e l l i n g  t o  P a r i s ,  B e r l i n ,  Sw eden ,  Sa n  D i e g o ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a  
» a n d ,  on  f i v e  o c c a s i o n s ,  t o  B o s t o n ,  a t  a c o s t  t o  p u b l i c  f u n d s  w h i c h  
was
» n o t  l e s s  t h a n  £ 3 2 , 0 0 0 .  We a l s o  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  h e  t h e n  o b t a i n e d  a j o b  
» i n  t h e  USA w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  h i s  t r a i n i n g .
»
» W e  h a v e  a l w a y s  a c c e p t e d  a n d  made  c l e a r  t h a t  Mr D e l g a d o ' s  v i s i t s  w e r e  
» p r o p e r l y  a u t h o r i s e d  b y  s e n i o r  c o l l e a g u e s ,  a n d  we r e g r e t  a n y  u p s e t  
» c a u s e d  b y  o u r  c o v e r a g e ,  b u t  we a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u r  r e a d e r s  a n d  t h e  
» w i d e r  p u b l i c  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  know e x a c t l y  how t h e i r  money  i s  s p e n t  on 
» i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  i n i t i a t i v e s .
»
» A  d e t a i l e d  memo f r o m  o u r  h e a l t h  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  S e a n i n  Graham 
» ( e n c l o s e d )  r e s p o n d s  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e  p o i n t s  r a i s e d  b y  Mr D e l g a d o  i n  h i s  
» l e t t e r  t o  t h e  P r e s s  C o m p l a i n t s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a n d  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we w e r e  
» a l s o  f u l l y  j u s t i f i e d  i n  c a r r y i n g  a f r o n t - p a g e  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  h im .
»
» M r  D e l g a d o ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b e i n g  a h i g h - p r o f i l e  NHS a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  p l a y e d  
» s e m i - p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o o t b a l l  f o r  a nu m b e r  o f  I r i s h  L e a g u e  t e a m s ,  
» i n c l u d i n g  t h e  b i g g e s t  a n d  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  c l u b  i n  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d ,  
» L i n f i e l d  FC. A r a n g e  o f  i m a g e s  f r o m  Mr D e l g a d o ' s  p r o m i n e n t  s p o r t i n g  
» c a r e e r  c o u l d  e a s i l y  h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d ,  b u t  we s i m p l y  u s e d  t h e  m o s t  
» r e c e n t  p i c t u r e  w h i c h  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s .  I t  was a h e a d  a n d  s h o u l d e r s  
» s h o t ,  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  a n y  memb er s  o f  h i s  f a m i l y ,  a n d ,  d e s p i t e  
» t h e  c l a i m s  f r o m  Mr D e l g a d o ,  t h e r e  was  n e v e r  a n y  s u g g e s t i o n  b y  t h e  
» I r i s h  News t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  a t  a b e a c h  when h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
» a t t e n d i n g  a t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e .
»
» W e  a p p r o a c h e d  Mr D e l g a d o  d u r i n g  o u r  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  h i s  comments  
» d e f e n d i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m m e s  w e r e  u s e d  a s  p a r t  o f  b o t h  o u r  f r o n t
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» p a g e  a n d  i n s i d e  p a g e  r e p o r t s .  He h a s  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  
» s u b s e q u e n t l y  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  r a i s e  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  a n y  o f  o u r  r e f e r e n c e s  
» t o  h im  b e f o r e  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  PCC, a l t h o u g h  we a l s o  i n f o r m e d  h i s  
» s o l i c i t o r s  t h a t  we w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  r u n  a l e t t e r  f r o m  h im .
»
» > I  f e e l  t h a t  a l l  o u r  c o v e r a g e  r e l a t i n g  t o  Mr D e l g a d o  h a s  b e e n  
» > d e m o n s t r a b l y  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  w h i l e  a l s o  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  
» > h i g h e s t  p o s s i b l e  e d i t o r i a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  I  am a b s o l u t e l y  c o n f i d e n t  
» > t h a t  a t  no s t a g e  we b e e n  i n  b r e a c h  o f  a n y  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  PCC' s Code 
o f
» > P r a c t i c e .
» >
» > N o e l  D o r a n ,
» > E d i t o r ,
» > T h e  I r i s h  News
»
»
»
»
»
»
» » M e m o  f r o m  S e a n i n  Graham, h e a l t h  c o r r e s p o n d e n t .
» »
» »
» » 1 . Mr D e l g a d o  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  a r t i c l e  i m p l i e s  h e  a u t h o r i s e d  t r a v e l  
» » f o r  h i m s e l f  a n d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  money  u s e d  was f r o m  t a x p a y e r s '  
» » c o n t r i b u t i o n s  -  w h i c h  h e  c l a i m s  i s  i n a c c u r a t e .
» »
» » I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  p o i n t ,  t h e  i n s i d e  a r t i c l e  on  P9 m akes  
c l e a r
» » t h a t  J o h n  Compton ,  f o r m e r  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f  t h e  S o u t h  E a s t e r n  
» » h e a l t h  t r u s t  " a p p r o v e d "  Mr D e l g a d o ' s  t r a v e l  " p r i o r  t o  2 0 0 8 " .  T h e r e  
» » i s  e v e n  a p i c t u r e  w i t h  Mr Compton a n d  Mr D e l g a d o  t o  a c c o m p a n y  t h e  
» » a r t i c l e .  The  a r t i c l e  a l s o  m akes  c l e a r  t h a t  Dr N o e l e e n  D e v e n e y ,  who 
» » w a s  a p p o i n t e d  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S a f e t y  Forum i n  2 0 0 8 ,  " s u b s e q u e n t l y  
» » a p p r o v e d  a l l  s p e n d i n g  f o r  t r a i n i n g " .  The a r t i c l e  m akes  c l e a r  Mr 
» » D e l g a d o ' s  m a n a g e r s  a p p r o v e d  t h e  f u n d i n g .
» »
» » b )  We w e r e  s e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A g e n c y  on 
» » N o v e m b e r  9,  2 010 ,  w h i c h  o u t l i n e d  t h e  am o u n t  s p e n t  b y  t h e  Forum on  
» » 2 0 0 7 / 8  a n d  2 0 1 0 / 1 1  on  o v e r s e a s
» » c o u r s e / c o n f e r e n c e  f e e s ,  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  t r a v e l .  Much o f  Mr 
» » D e l g a d o ' s  o v e r s e a s  t r a v e l  c o s t s  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  
» » ( t h o u g h  no i n d i v i d u a l  i s  named) . T h e r e  i s  no  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
c h a r i t a b l e
» » d o n a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  o f f i c i a l  d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  We u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h i s  
» » w a s  S a f e t y  Forum money o n l y  -  i e  t a x p a y e r s '  money ,  a s  t h e  S a f e t y  
» » F o r u m  r e c e i v e s  i t s  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h .
» »
» » 2 . I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a r t i c l e ' s  " i m p l i c a t i o n "  t h a t  h e  l i v e d  i n  US:
» »
» » I  e m a i l e d  Mr D e l g a d o  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  q u e r y  t h e  t y p e  o f  c o u r s e s  
» » o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  US I n s t i t u t e  f o r  H e a l t h  I m p r o v e m e n t  ( w h e re  h e  i s  now 
» » a n  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r )  t o  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e  m a n a g e r s .  
» » T h r o u g h  o u r  e m a i l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  Mr D e l g a d o ' s  a d d r e s s  was l i s t e d  
a s
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» » 2 0  U n i v e r s i t y  Road ,  C a m b r i d g e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  I t  was o n l y  l o g i c a l  
t o
» » a s s u m e  h e  was b a s e d  t h e r e .  A l s o ,  i n  a D ecem b er  14 e m a i l ,  h e  s a i d  he  
» » b e e n  b u s y  t r a v e l l i n g  e x t e n s i v e l y  " a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e " .
» »
» » I  a l s o  e m a i l e d  Mr D e l g a d o  on  D ecem b er  14 t o  q u e r y  i f  h e  h a d  
» » t r a v e l l e d  t r a v e l l e d  t o  B o s t o n ,  P a r i s ,  Sa n  D i e g o ,  B e r l i n ,  Sweden ,  
» » N a s h v i l l e  a n d  F l o r i d a  b e t w e e n  2 0 0 7 / 0 8  a n d  d u r i n g  h i s  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  
» » S a f e t y  Forum i n  N I . He r e p l i e d  " y e s " .
» »
» » M r  D e l g a d o  a l s o  c l a i m s  t h e  c o s t s  q u o t e d  i n  t h e  I r i s h  News a r t i c l e  
» » w e r e  " e x a g g e r a t e d " .  I f  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e  c o s t s  a r e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
» » u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  a s  t h e y  e x c l u d e  s u b s i s t e n c e  c o s t s .
» »
» » 3 . P r i v a c y :  Mr D e l g a d o  was  a h i g h - p r o f i l e  h e a l t h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  who 
» » w a s  p a i d  o u t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  p u r s e .  He was a l s o  p l a y i n g  I r i s h  L e a g u e  
» » f o o t b a l l  a n d  was a p u b l i c  f i g u r e .
» »
» »
» »
» » S e a n i n
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