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R epeated requests
to a health trust for 
invoices and costs 
relating to Pedro 
Delgado’s overseas 

trips have failed to produce 
any answers.

The .South Eastern Health 
and Social Care Trust has con

firmed that it holds the “infor
mation on transactions” for 
the HSC Safety Forum -  the or
ganisation which paid for Mr 
Delgado’s course fees and 
travel -  up until August of this 
year.

However, the trust’s commu
nication manager said it was 
unable to provide the travel 
and courses’ costs for one in
dividual member of staff as

T h e  t r u s t ’s  c o m m u n ic a t io n  m a n a g e r  
s a id  i t  w a s  u n a b ie  t o  p r o v id e  t h e  t r a v e i  
a n d  c o u r s e s ’ c o s t s  f o r  o n e  in d iv id u a i  
m e m b e r  o f  s t a f f  a s  t h i s  w o u id  r e q u i r e  a  
“ f u i i  m a n u a i  r e v ie w  o f  a i i  i n v o ic e s  p a id  
f r o m  t h e i r  d e p a r t m e n t ”

this would require a “full man
ual review of all invoices paid 
from their department”,

“To do this would require ex
cessive cost,” she added. 

When asked if they could 
provide details on the hotel 
costs for Mr Delgado, the 
trust’s communication man
ager said that they “would 
need details” of the “relevant 
hotel/organisation to sepa
rately identify costs of confer- 
ences/seminars”.

The Irish News was able to 
provide the trust with a list of 
the countries Mr Delgado trav
elled to for training and the 
year in which the courses 
took place -  however, the 
trust was still unable to con
firm costings for these trips.

■  RECORDS: Pedro Delgado with John Compton, 
Social Care Trust

former chief executive of the South Eastern Health and

The communications man
ager was able to confirm, how
ever, that Mr John Compton, 
the former chief executive of 
the south eastern trust, ap
proved Mr Delgado’s trips 
prior to 2008.

W'hen a director of the safety 
forum was appointed (Dr

.Noeleen Devaney) in 2008, she 
subsequently approved all 
spending for training.

The trust provided detailed 
information on the benefit of 
the courses taken by Mr Del
gado to the Northern Ireland 
Health Service.

Following a third request to

the trust press office for the 
costs bill for Mr Delgado, the 
communications manger sent 
through i2 pages of invoices 
relating to Mr Delgado’s 
claims for mileage, taxis and 
subsistence expenses w'ithin 
Northern Ireland -  but wTth no 
reference to overseas trips.
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