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T he  Departm ent o f  M e d ia  and  C om m un ica tion s

M e d ia  P roduction  In trodu c tion  
Jou rn a lism

U pdated  Septem ber 2011

T h is  course is taken by  M e d ia  and  C om m un ica tion s students, M e d ia  and 
M o d e rn  L ite ra tu re  students and  Jo in t  H onou rs  students and m ay take place in  
y o u r firs t, second o r  th ird  year. F o r  some students, going on to specia lise fu rth e r 
in  jo u rn a lism , this w il l be the f irs t  p a rt o f  a two o r  three p a rt course.

MC52O08A
M C 5 3 0 2 9 A
M C 5 1 0 1 1 A
M C 5 1 0 1 1 A

In trodu c tion  to area o f  study
The course is designed to serve as an introduction to the practice of contemporary 
journalism.

L e a rn in g  Outcomes
By the end of the course you should have:

1. Acquired skills in information gathering, analysis and communication, appropriate 
to a wide range of professional areas in addition to print journalism and to a variety of 
audiences

2. Developed your creative and critical expression within the conventions of 
journalism

3. Acquired the knowledge and skills to be critical of journalistic practice including 
your own

4. The confidence, knowledge and skills to work independently, flexibly and to 
deadline, in the research, organisation and writing of a news report, an interview and a 
feature article

Teach ing  M ethods A n d  C ou rse  Con ten t
You will learn by practising, basic news-gathering, interviewing and feature writing. 
The course days will normally include talks on aspects of journalism and group 
seminars. Most assignments wilt be carried out between practice days. In the second 
half of term, there will be tutorials, individually, or in groups of two or three, 
depending on the time available. There are no lectures. Students will learn by doing, 
and every exercise and assignment will be discussed and analysed in the group or 
individually. 7 ..  .

Please note tha t th is  course  com prises at w ho le  course im it  and! y o a  a re  expected! 
to  p roduce  w o rk  outsid^yoiar p ro du ct ion  d a y s . '-~  .
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Assessm ent:
Learning outcomes 1-4 will be assessed via a portfolio comprising three pieces of 
work:
1 A news story (300-500 words)
2 An interview piece (profile) (800-1000 words)
3 A feature (800-1000 words)

On the last workshop day of term, you must also hand in two copies of all class work 
and weekly assignments in addition to two copies of your final portfolio. We expect 
to see a minimum of five separate pieces derived from your class work; it cannot 
include your team research report.

Assessment criteria, equally weighted:

1. The ambition of the work
2. The variety and appropriateness of sources used across the portfolio
3. The quality of analysis
4. The structure and style of the work

Marking: 80% of your final mark will come fi:om the portfolio and 20% will be from 
your class work and contribution in class.

Please ensure you  re fe r to the handbook  ‘ Pocke t guide to m edia law  and eth ics’ 
ava ilab le  on learn .go ld  w hen w r it in g  a ll a rtic les.

P lease hand  in  2 copies o f  a ll y o u r  w o rk  in  2 separate fo lders.
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T im etab le

W eek  One:
AM:
Coiurse introduction and aims 
Walk through of syllabus.
Contacts
Initial briefing on ELL

What is news?
What makes news?
New values
How do we define a news story 
Different types of news stories:
Working in pairs analyse the top news story of the day on the Guardian and Telegraph 
sites; compare with red top tabloids.
Does objectivity really exist?
How stories differ between different publications and between online and 
print/broadcast.

PM:
What are Features?
The different types of feature writing: comment, diary, arts, interviews, case studies, 
personal observation etc.
When is a feature newsy and when it is not. The use of evidence and style. Look at 
the features on the East London Lines website.

Assignment:
In groups, research an assigned local area. Prepare a two or three page research report 
about the area by next week, which will include two ideas for news stories and two 
ideas for features which will be discussed in class.

W eek  T w o
AM: • ■ ■
Discussion of ideas for news stories: ,

• How to soiurce and develop news stories
• What soiurces to go to, who to contact

Where do we get iiiformatipn from: courts, councils, public bodies etc.
Using online soiurces and social mediainterviewing for information and opinion:

• The importance of the interview to all journalism.
• The difference between gathering facts and offering opinions. Different types 

of news interviews: research, vox pop, case study, doorstep, telephone.

Briefing on vox pop exercise

D iscussion o f  ideas fo r fe a tu re  and how  they
A ii^ y^ \b fJ^ tm es^ Ie 'ahdcon te ii^ v.r'„-_ '^ ^ ^  .

'Research ing features in  ydur area: what is  oh E L L ? .  I — -r-j
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In te rv iew in g  fo r fea tu res: ce leb rity , p ro file  etc .

A ssig n m en ts:

1 W rite  up  y o u r v o x  p o p , w ith  a  sh o rt in tro , fo llo w ed  by  q u o tes. 500-600  w ords.

2 S u b m it a  sho rt resea rch  rep o rt o f  ab o u t 200  w o rd s fo r a  n ew s s to ry  o r fea tu re  from  
y o u r a rea

W eek  Three

A M : •
F eed b ack  o n  v o x  p op  ex erc ise  an d  d iscu ss io n  o f  n ew s sto ry  resea rch  reports

N ew s w riting :
H o w  to  w rite  a  new s story .
R em em b erin g  the  F iv e  W ’s and  th e  H  
S tru c tu ring  a  new s sto ry  
U sin g  q u o tes effec tively .
T h e  im p ortance  o f  co n sis ten t sty le
E x ercise : u sin g  w o rk sh ee ts  p ro v id ed  w rite  a  s im p le , b a lan ced  n ew s sto ry  

PM :
D iscu ss io n  o f  fea tu res ideas 
F ea tu res  sty les continued:
H o w  w ritin g  sty les d iffe r b e tw een  d iffe ren t fo rm ats  
F irs t p e rso n , consum er, co n fessio n a l, rep o rtag e

F eatu re  w ritin g  ex erc ise  -  A s  a  c lass ch o o se  a  n ew s  sto ry  to  u se  as in sp ira tio n  fo r 
fea tu res  an d  to g e th e r b ra in s to rm  all th e  p o ss ib le  fea tu re  ideas th a t co m e o u t o f  th is. 
T h en  in  sm all g roups do  th e  sam e w ith  a  d iffe ren t n ew s story . In  co n su lta tio n  w ith  
y o u r  tu to r  choose one  o f  y o u r  id eas  to  ex p an d  in to  a  fea tu re  an d  resea rch  it and  d raw  
up  a  p lan  fo r w h a t su ch  a  fea tu re  w o u ld  lo o k  like.

B riefin g  o n  court rep o rtin g  

A ssig n m en ts:
1 B eg in  to  investiga te  p o ss ib le  fea tu re  an d  in te rv iew  sub jec ts.

2 R ead  up  o n  court rep o rtin g  fo r n e x t w eek  and  m ak e  sure y o u  k n o w  w h ere  y o u  are 
going.

W eek  Fo u r:

C o u rt rep o rtin g  '
A M :  ;
You) will! b e  m ee tin g  a t th e  courL

-rPM:-
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R etu rn  to  o ffice  a n d  w rite  u p  c o m t rep o rt u n d e r su p erv isio n .

A ssig n m en t:
1. C o m p le te  y o u r c o m t rep o rt in  no  m o re  th an  4 0 0  w o rds.

2 . C o n tac t y o u r p o rtfo lio  in te rv iew  and  fea tu re  su b jec ts  to  a rran g e  in te rv iew s.

W eek  F ive :
A M :
D e b rie f  o n  com f reports.

N ew sp ap e r and  w eb  p rod u ctio n .
B asic  su b -ed itin g  in c lu d in g  in tros, h ead lin es , su b - head s and  leng th .
Y o u  w ill w o rk  in  g roups o n  su b b in g  and  ed itin g  exerc ises

P M :
F ea tu re /in te rv iew  resea rch  -  h o w  to  do it.

S tru c tu rin g  lo n g er p ieces  o f  w ritin g /in tro s  and  o u tro s  
A g ree  p ro file  fea tu res and  in te rv iew  su b jec ts  w ith  tu to r.
D iv id e  in to  p ee r rev iew  g roups. Y o u  w ill b e  rev iew in g  each  p iece  o f  w o rk  by  
ev ery o n e  n  y o u r rev iew  g roup  -  u s in g  th e  p e e r  rev ie w  qu estio n s. T h is  is an  im p ortan t 
p a rt o f  y o u r lea rn in g  as y o u  w ill b e  p rac tis in g  ed itin g  sk ills  as w e ll as lea rn in g  from  
each  o ther.

A ssig n m en t; R esea rch  y o u r fea tu re  and  in te rv iew  and  p rep a re  d raft v e rs io n s  o f  bo th  
fo r w eek  seven . D rafts  m u st b e  c ircu la ted  to  y o u r p ee r g roup  w e ll b e fo re  th e  w eek  
sev en  class.

W eek  S ix  (R ead in g  w eek):
N O  C L A S S E S .

W eek  S even
A M : ,
P ress con fe ren ce  exerc ise
Y o u  w ill a tten d  a  m o ck  p ress  con fe ren ce  an d  w rite  a  rep o rt to  dead lin e  

P M :
T u to ria ls  o r  p ee r g ro u p  d iscu ss io n s  o n  d rafts 

A ssig n m en t:

1. R e-w rite  fea tu re  an d  in te rv iew s.
2 . S ource  a  new s sto ry  fro m  y o u r area.

W eek  E ig h t _ - - .. ■..... —

C rea tin g  a  n ^ s  E sL - "T'- /  : ” , - 
l i t  ^ ^ p s ,  a g re e 'I 'd a i ly  n e w s  l is t  fo r  y o u r  a r e ^  . _
D e c id e  w h a t w e  fea tu re s  a n d  w h a t i c  n e w s  stories.*;
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Write up one news story.
Edit each other’s work and provide headlines.

PM:
Tutorials

Assignment:

Work on your feature and interview

WeekNine 
AM: *
News writing exercise: TBC 
Briefing on news story for portfolio 
Discussion of ideas

PM:
Tutorials 

Week Ten 

AM:
Confirm news stories for portfolios.
In peer groups, provide critical feedback on each other’s final features/interviews. 

PM:
Tutorials
Final briefing on portfolio requirements 

Week Eleven:
Hand in two copies of your portfolio.
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