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Sent;
To:
Cc:

WAPI-Open-E_Group@yahoogroups.com on behalf of Ian Withers - Priority Investigations 
[ianwithers@PIUmited.com]
15 September 2011 16:15
UK2
Irish PI Group

Subject: [WAPI] UK 1C admits Debt & Claims cCmpanies are the real blaggersl!
N E W S  -  “w ith o u t co m m e n t”

D e b t a n d  c la im s c o m p a n ie s  th e  rea l b la g g in g  c u lp r its  sa y s  In fo rm a tio n  
C o m m issio n e r

C o m p a n ie s in v o lv e d  in  fin a n c ia l se r v ic e s , d e b t c o lle c t io n  a n d  c la im s  
m a n a g e m e n t a re  in v o lv e d  in  r o u tin e  T ilaggin g' o f  p e r so n a l d a ta , th e  
In fo r m a tio n  C o m m issio n e r  h a s  sa id .

M o v e s  to  d e te r  th e m  a re  b e in g  h a m p ered  b y  p r e s s  p h o n e  h acM n g c la im s , h e  
s a id .i4  S ep  2 0 1 1

In fo r m a tio n  C o m m issio n e r  C h risto p h er  G rah am  sa id  th a t  c o u r ts  sh o u ld  b e  a b le  
to  is s u e  ja il s e n te n c e s  to  th o s e  w h o  e n g a g e  in  b la g g in g  a c tiv it ie s , w h ere  
d e c e it  is  u s e d  to  e x tr a c t p e r so n a l d a ta  fro m  p e o p le  o r  o r g a n isa tio n s .

O n  a v era g e  o ffe n d e r s  a r e  fin e d  ju s t  £ 1 0 0  a n d  th is  i s  "no d eterren t"  to  th e  
b e h a v io u r , G rah am  sa id , a cco rd in g  to  a  BBC  re p o r t. H e  sa id  th a t  in tr o d u c in g  
la w s  to  p u n ish  b la g g e r s  b y  d e b t c o lle c tio n  a n d  c la im s  m a n a g e m e n t c o m p a n ie s  
a r e  b e in g  h e ld  b a c k  b y  a  fo c u s  o n  in v e stig a tin g  jo u r n a lis ts ' ta p p in g  o f  
m o b ile  p h o n e s .

"It b e g g a r s  b e lie f  th a t -  in  a n  a g e  w h ere  o u r  p e r so n a l in fo r m a tio n  is  b e in g  
s to r e d  a n d  a c c e sse d  b y  m o re  o r g a n isa tio n s  th a n  e v e r  -  th e  p e n a ltie s  fo r  
s e r io u s ly  a b u sin g  th e  sy s te m  s t i l l  d o  n o t in c lu d e  th e  p o s s ib ility  o f  a  
p r iso n  s e n te n c e , e v e n  in  th e  m o st se r io u s  ca ses,"  G ra h a m  sa id  in  a n  IC O  
s ta te m e n t.

" A ccess to  o n lin e  rec o r d s is  n o w  p a r t a n d  p a r c e l o f  a lm o st ev e r y  tr a n sa c tio n  
th e  c itiz e n  m a k es -  w ith  g o v ern m en t a g e n c ie s , lo c a l g o v e r n m e n t, th e  N H S , 
D V L A , h ig h  s tr e e t  b a n k s, in su r e r s , s o c ia l n e tw o rk s. T h is  o n ly  m a k es th e  
r isk s  to  p r iv a cy  g r ea ter  a n d  th e  n e e d  fo r  se c u r ity  g r e a te r  still,"  G rah am  
sa id .

B la g g in g  is  p r o h ib ite d  xm d er U K  d a ta  p r o te c tio n  la w s . S e c tio n  5 5  o f  th e  D a ta  
P r o te c tio n  A c t (D P A ) s ta te s  th a t is  g e n e r a lly  u n la w fu l fo r  a  p e r so n  to  
" k n o w in g ly  o r  r e c k le ss ly  w ith o u t th e  c o n se n t o f  th e  d a ta  c o n tr o lle r  o b ta in  
o r  d is c lo s e  p e r so n a l d a ta  o r  th e  in fo r m a tio n  c o n ta in e d  in  p e r so n a l d a ta , o r  
p r o c u r e  th e  d isc lo su r e  to  a n o th e r  p e r so n  o f  th e  in fo r m a tio n  c o n ta in e d  in  
p e r so n a l data"  w ith o u t th e  c o n se n t o f  th o s e  w h o  c o n tr o l th e  d a ta .

T h e  In fo r m a tio n  C o m m issio n e r 's  O ffice  (IC O ) is  th e  U K 's d a ta  p r o te c tio n  
w a tc h d o g  a n d  h a s  th e  p o w e r  to  f in e  th o se  w h o  a r e  in  b re a c h  o f  S e c tio n  5 5  o f  
th e  D P A . "T he c m r e n t p e n a lty  fo r  c o m m ittin g  th e  o ffe n c e  is  a  m a x im u m  £ 5 ,0 0 0  
f in e  i f  th e  c a se  is  h ea r d  in  a  M a g istra tes C ou rt a n d  a n  u n lim ite d  fin e  in  a  
C ro w n  C ourt,"  th e  IC O  sa id .

U n d e r  th e  C rim in a l J u s tic e  a n d  Im m ig ra tio n  A c t (A c t) th e  J u s tic e  S ecre ta ry  
h a s  th e  p o w er  to  in tr o d u c e  n e w  r e g u la tio n s  th a t w o u ld  a llo w  a  c u s to d ia l 
s e n te n c e  p e n a lty  to  b e  a v a ila b le  fo r  b la m in g  o ffe n c e s  u n d e r  S e c tio n  5 5  o f
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the Dir*A, but those powers have yet to be used.

In  2 0 0 8  th e  A ct ca m e  in to  fo rce  w ith o u t th o se  p o w ers b e in g  im m e d ia te ly  
a v a ila b le . T h e  IC O  sa id  th a t a  p re v io u s  G o v ern m en t c o n su lta tio n  o n  
" in crea sin g  p e n a ltie s  fo r  w ilfu l m isu se  o f  p e r so n a l in fo rm a tio n "  in  2 0 0 6  h a d  
p ro m p ted  o v e r w h e lm in g  su p p o r t fo r  ja il  s e n te n c e s  to  b e  h a n d e d  o u t a s p a r t o f  
th e  n ew  la w s.

T h e  In fo r m a tio n  C o m m issio n e r  to ld  M P s o n  th e  J u s tic e  S e le c t C o m m ittee  a b o u t 
h is  co n c e r n s  th a t cu rren t fo c u s  o n  a lle g e d  b la g g in g  a c tiv itie s  b y  th e  m ed ia  
r isk e d  d e la y in g  th e  in tr o d u c tio n  o f  th e  A ct's p o w ers w h ich  h e  sa id  w e r e  
n e e d e d  to  ta c k le  o th e r  a rea s o f  b u s in e s s , a cco rd in g  to  th e  B B C .

"M y g rea t c o n c e r n  a b o u t S e c tio n  5 5  is n 't  reaU y v ery  m u ch  to  d o  w ith  th e  
p ress,"  G ra h a m  sa id , a cco rd in g  to  th e  B B C 's rep o rt.

" [T here is ]  lo ts  a n d  lo ts  o f  e v id e n c e  o f  se c tio n  5 5  b e in g  b r e a c h e d  o n  q u ite  
a  r o u tin e  b a s is , b u t it 's  r e a lly  a b o u t fin a n c ia l se r v ic e s , a b o u t d e b t  
c o lle c tio n , a b o u t c la im s  m a n a g em en t co m p a n ie s  a n d  [a b o u t] so m e  w o rry in g  
in te r fe r e n c e  w ith  th e  co u r se  o f  ju s t ic e , p erh a p s a tte m p te d  ju r y  n o b b lin g  o r  
w itn e s s  ta m p e r in g . I'm  v ery  co n c e r n e d  [th e  p u sh  fo r  n ew  ja il s e n te n c e  
p o w e r s] is  n o w  g e ttin g  c a u g h t u p  in  th e  r eed s o f  th e  L ev eso n  in q u iry . I'm  
n o w  c o n c e r n e d  th a t  ev ery th in g  s to p s  b e c a u se  o f  L ord  J u s tic e  L ev eso n 's  
in q u ir y  a n d  w e  c a n t g e t  o n  w ith  p u ttin g  in  p la c e  th is  v e r y  n e c e ssa r y  
d eterren t,"  G rah am  sa id , a cco rd in g  to  th e  B B C 's rep o rt.

L ord  J u s tic e  L e v e so n  is  le a d in g  a n  in d e p e n d e n t in q u iry  in to  th e  c u ltu re , 
p r a c tic e s  a n d  e th ic s  o f  th e  p r e ss . T h e in q u iry  w a s e s ta b lish e d  fo llo w in g  
r e c e n t a lle g a tio n s  o f  p h o n e  h a ck in g  in  th e  in d u stry .

" B laggin g  is n ’t  h a c k in g , b u t th e  is s u e  h a s  g o t c a u g h t u p  in  th e  c o n tro v ersy  
o v e r  p r e ss  b eh a v io u r ,"  G rah am  sa id  in  th e  IC O 's sta tem en t.

" U n fo u n d ed  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t p r e ss  fr e e d o m  w e r e  a  d is tr a c tio n  in  2 0 0 8  a n d  th e y  
sh o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  h a lte d  th e  in tr o d u c tio n  o f  s tr o n g er  sa n c tio n s . T h e y  sh o u ld  
n o t d e la y  a n y  fu r th e r  th e  c o m m e n c e m en t o f  th e  p o w ers n e e d e d  to  co m b a t th is  
m o d e m  sc o u r g e ,” G rah am  sa id .

G rah am  m a d e  h is  c o m m e n ts  a t th e  sa m e  tim e  a s  th e  IC O  r e p o r te d  th a t a  b a n k  
c a sh ie r  h a d  " p lea d ed  g u ilty  to  u s in g  h e r  p o s itio n  to  a c c e ss  ille g a lly  th e  
p e r so n a l d e ta ils  o f  a  s e x  a tta ck  v ictim "  fo llo w in g  th e  c o n v ic tio n  o f  h e r  
h u sb a n d  fo r  th e  a tta ck .

" [S arah ] L a n g r id g e  v ie w e d  th e  v ic tim ’s  a cco u n t reco rd s in c lu d in g  h e r  
p e r so n a l d e ta ils , cu rren t a c c o u n t e n tr ie s , le n d in g  reco rd s a n d  em p lo y er  
d eta ils ,"  th e  IC O 's s ta te m e n t sa id .

" L an grid ge w a s  f in e d  £ 8 0 0 , m a d e  to  p a y  £ 4 0 0  c o s ts  a n d  a  £ 1 5  v ic tim s ’ 
su rch a rg e  in  a  h e a r in g  a t B r ig h to n  M a g istra te s  C ourt," th e  s ta te m e n t sa id .

G rah am  d e s a ib e d  th e  c a se  a s  " tru ly  sh o ck in g "  a n d  s a id  th a t h e  " rem a in ed  
c o n c e r n e d  th a t th e  c o u r ts  a re  n o t  a b le  to  im p o se  th e  p u n ish m e n t to  f it  th e  
c r im e  in  a ll ca ses" .

T h e  IC O  r e p o r te d  a n  18%  in c r e a se  in  " rep o rted  a lle g a tio n s  o f  S e c tio n  5 5  
o ffen ces"  d m in g  2 0 1 0  to  201 1  co m p a red  w ith  th e  fig u r e s  d u r in g  2 0 0 8  to  2 0 0 9 .

F u ll A rtic le :

<httD://www.out-law.com/en/artides/2011/september/debt-and-claims-companies
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P o ste d  by:

Ia n  (D . W ith ers)
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[N o n -te x t  p o r tio n s  o f  th is  m e ssa g e  h a v e  b e e n  r e m o v ed ]
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