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UNDERTAKINGS BY MR. RUPERT MURDOCH
XX)«W«VVVSrVy»VWW'A»Â W«WX>0«XXX«JlX>

SIR DENIS HAMILTON, CH Aim SN  AND EDITOR™IN“-CWl£F OF 

TIMES NEWSPAPERS HOLDINGS L IM IT E D , REA^ THE ■

FOLLOWING STATEMENT TO A PRESS C Q t i F E W f C E  TODAY , 

THURSDAY#. JANUARY 2 2 # 1981 AT THE EpfeflAi: HOTEL# 

PORTMAN SQUARE, W -1 . 'ô  ' '

A s e r ie s  of s p e c i f i c  fo risa i uridertakings, isfcFe g iv e n  l a s t  . ■

;■ ictht Ay M r» R upert Murdoch to# and wereji approved b y , ;;.v:
r d r r o > 'ia i  V e t t in a  Coiiaaittee o f  Times;: fews^papers, c h a ire d  .......................  ”■ ;■= ; ;'i .

Lv S i r  Dents H a m ilto n  Bind c o m p ris in g  thel ;independent National;

d i r e c t o r s  (L o rd s  R o l l ,  Dacre and Greene) AAdi the E d i t o r  o f  , 

■ihe T im e s, M r. W i l l ia m  Reea-^Mogg, and the; E d i t o r  of The ; 

fitnviay T im e s , M r. Flarold Evans. L o rd  Sot^hs was abroad oat 

nas been f u l l y  In fo r ite d , ana has a g re e d , .

3 ];cse u n d e r ta k in g s ,  concerned w ith  p r o t s c t l h f  the  e d i t o r i a l  

■quality and i n t e g r i t y  of The T im e s , Tee :Sunday Times and 

i l ic  Times Supplements and t h e i r  f u t u r e  o w n e rs h ip , w i l l  be 

m v e ro o ra te d  i n  A r t i c l e s  of A s s o c ia t io n  and, a d d i t i o n a l l y ,

..'C Ji;'it on v ;ith  th

1 51 * t, A a. Xi c} X,

S e c re ta ry  of S ta te  fo r  T r a d e ,  The p r i n c i p a l

Independent N a t  i  o ri a 1 Pi t  pp t  fflii ,
i'He s y s te k  o f Independent N a t io n a l  D i r e c t o r s  s e rv in g  

on f'ne Hoard of Tm ies Newspapers H o ld in g s  Li,mited 

w :il i  be p re s e rv e d  and enhanced. Th e re  w i l l  be an 

ifiv, le a s e  in  the n’umber o f  Independent N a t io n a l  

L - i r e c t o r s ,  They w i l l  be r e q u ir e d  to  approve 

siibscgnent appointmencs to  t h e r r  messhership,
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Appolntrfient and d issu lssa l o f  E d i t o r s 

Tne i-A iitors j to  be a p p o in te d  by the Boards 

appointed o r  reisoved o n ly  by the agreement o f

I«<3ependent N a t io n a l  D i r e c t o r s .  The lo d e p e o d e o i  • 
K a tro n a l  D i r e c t o r s  w i l l  be a v a i la b le  f o r  a r b i t r a t i o n  '' 
o n  u n re s o lv e d  is s u e s . ' # ■

i s p o s i  11 on o f  ’ 1111 e s

uiy i u t u r e  sare  o.t any of the t i t l e s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  the 

.•ip.!-eesu-nt ot a m a j o r i t y  o f  the Independent N a t io n a l
r- ■ ■ /D i r e c t o r s ,

Qf ..Independence -
i r r e s p e c t i v e  of these r i g h t s  o f  the Independent 

.̂'iC I .j.vnal D x r e c r o r s j  Mr. Murdoch undertook to b in d  

;4.-lasrs.;,! to  p re se rv e  the s e p a ra te  i d e n t i t i e s  o f  

:.i. xraes and ine bunaay Tx,ffiesj. and to  m a in ta in  

tne independence and a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  E d i t o r s  '

:n the appointm ent and c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  s t a f f ;  over 

p o l i t i c a l  p o rxcy  o f the  se p a ra te  new spapers; 

a l l  r e s p e c t o  m a in ta in  the t i t l e s  as 

e d i t o r i a l l y  Independent newspapers o f  h ig h  q u a l i t y .  ■ 

;..icd o i Che tvfo b a i t o r s  would be f re e  to  raake h is

Oi o p in io n  and news and each

the o th e r  and w ith , any ; f 
.nei newspaper in  which M r. Murdoch May have an in t e r e s t

p a r t i c u l a r  Mr. Maraoch s u b s c r ib e s  to  and undertakes 
to o bserve  the  f o l lo w in g  p r i n c i p l e s  
c i i t o i ' i a l  i n t e g r i t y .

d ■ lu e  T ic e s  and 'id-c Sundav 

[.;■ ..i r  t y j>o 1 i  e i  c' a i b 1 a s a ri d 

o n y  s e c t io n a l  i r e t e r e s t .

own d e c is io n  >;an ruat
would be f re e to  d i

i;er new'spami r  in

n lp le s r e l a t i n g  to

' T io e s ' are f re e  from
i from attachm ent to

ney W' 1 j, i. f; Q s u n 3 e c t
;11 ion e i t h e r  in  e x p re s s in
.ev;s th at m ight d i r e c t l y
d t h  th e com m ercial
ojK"0X'n s o f the

f r o p r i e t o r .  Tne Times is  re co g n ise d  to  be a 
paper of re c o r d .  .
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3 .:

(b ) .In <;vccordarice v^ith the t r a d i t l o r . s  of the papers' 

hhoar f:t;l,tGrs 'O^fll rsot be aa.ibject to :l ns t r e e t io n  

j.i.'oin o ’i trsoo: P r o p r ie t o r  or fhs tioriooesreot on

the o o -e o t io n  a n d  balance of novo aou o p in io n .  ' 

-ibOi’ nave tuo- r i g h t  to roiuo-o tc? n u D lia h  any 
a d y o r t r s o o e n t . :

In nt.ructxona are to be n iv t i i  to j CO m a i l  t ie
coay hy ta e a r t d i t o r  and by thoae to  whom ho 

haa dei.onated a u t h o r i t y .

Q J The E d i t o r s  of each o f  the Suppiementa shoisld ■ 

have the  sm.o r e s p o n s i b i i i t i o s  and p r e r o g a t iv o c  

in  r e i a t r o n  to t h e i r  paper as phe b d iro ro  o f The: 

T ic e s  sad The Sunday Tim es. | M:ff

The Bo.-oc;5 of Times Newspapers P t d ,  la  to  be 

r e s p o n s ib le ,  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t m n  w ith  the b d i t o r s ,  

t o r  r r x ir -g  an -annual budget f a r  e d i t o r i a l  t p a c a if f  

anu e a p o rio itu re  y , The E d i t o r s  ■ a x 'a - -  to be a a a p o x m ^ i ^ e  

f o r  tne ie c a t io n  o f  apace teTween o d l t c ; r ia l  

a d v e rfm A n g  day by  ̂d a y , w i t h in  the s t r a t e g i c  
froni/wors .set by -fche Board.

The E d i t  or A, w i l l  coh-tinue to make- a i l  aj 

to- j o u r n a l i s t i c  s t a t f , .suDjpet to  the constsr^'lLiXits 
of t;be e i l i t o r i a l  budget. ..lotto

hOTE^

;.he i\s. u l c i e a  ot  A s s o c ia t io n  of Tisies Kewspapers 

H o ld in g s  L ia iite d  and Tim es Newspapers L im ite d  

w i l l  be a l t e r e d  as a p p ro p ria te '  to  r e f l e c t  the

above u n d e rta k in g s  i n  the e ve n t t h a t  the s a le  ^
/<■ :• :

to', M r . Murdoch becomes u n c o n d i t i o s a l , • •

i i
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