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A

B I L L
TO

G ive  persons a r ig h t  o f  re p ly  to  co rrec t fa c tu a l inaccuracies in  the  press in  
spec ified  c ircum stances; to  es tab lish  and  co n fe r fu n c tio n s  u p o n  the  Press 
S tandards B oard  and  the  Press S tandards A d ju d ic a to r ; to  create an o ffence  in  
co nn e c tion  w ith  n on -co m p lia n ce  w ith  an e n fo rce m e n t n o tice  served  b y  the  
Press S tandards B oard ; and  fo r  connected  purposes.

B e it  e n a c t e d  b y  th e  Q u e e n ’s m o s t  E x c e lle n t  M a jesty , b y  a n d  w it h  th e  a d v ic e  a n d  
c o n s e n t  o f  th e  L o rd s S p ir itu a l a n d  T e m p o r a l, a n d  C o m m o n s , in  th is  p r e se n t  

P a r lia m e n t a s s e m b le d , a n d  b y  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  th e  sa m e , as fo l lo w s :  —

The Board and the Adjudicator: introductory provisions 

P r e ss  S ta n d a r d s  B o a r d

(1) T h e r e  s h a ll  b e  a b o d y  k n o w n  as th e  P ress  S ta n d a r d s  B o a rd  (re ferred  to  in  th is  
A c t  as “t h e  B o a r d ”).

(2) S c h e d u le  1 (w h ic h  m a k e s  p r o v is io n  a b o u t  th e  B o a r d ’s c o n s t itu t io n  a n d  r e la te d  
m a tte r s)  h a s  e ffec t.

P r e s s  S ta n d a r d s  A d ju d ic a to r :  a p p o in t m e n t ,  e tc .

(1) T h e  B o a rd  sh a ll  a p p o in t  a p e r s o n  as P ress  S ta n d a r d s  A d ju d ic a to r  (re ferred  to  
in  th is  A c t  as “t h e  A d ju d ic a to r ”).

(2) T h e  f ir s t  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  a n  A d ju d ic a to r  sh a ll  b e  m a d e  w it h in  th r e e  m o n th s  o f  
th e  c o m in g  in to  fo r c e  o f  s e c t io n  1.

(3) T h e  A d ju d ic a to r  m a y  b e  a p p o in te d  o n  su c h  te r m s  a n d  c o n d it io n s  as th e  B oard  
m a y  d e te r m in e .

10

D u t ie s  a n d  f u n c t io n s  o f  t h e  B o a r d

(1) T h e  d u t ie s  o f  th e  B o a rd  sh a ll  b e  —
(a) to  p r o m o te  s ta n d a r d s  o f  fa c tu a l a c c u r a c y  in  e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l in  

r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n s , a n d

15
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(b) ( to g e th e r  w it h  th e  A d ju d ic a to r ) , to  e n s u r e  th a t a p p r o p r ia te  r e d r e s s  is  
a v a ila b le  to  p e r s o n s  w it h  a r ig h t  o f  r e p ly .

(2) T h e  B o a rd  sh a ll  h a v e  th e  f o l lo w in g  p a r tic u la r  fu n c t io n s  u n d e r  th is  A c t  —
(a) c o n s id e r in g  a p p e a ls  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  s e c t io n s  14  a n d  15;
(b) s e c u r in g  e n fo r c e m e n t  w h e r e  a p p r o p r ia te  u n d e r  s e c t io n  16;
(c) e s ta b lis h in g  a n d  m a in ta in in g  th e  d a ta b a se  u n d e r  s e c t io n  17;
(d ) u n d e r ta k in g  p e r io d ic  r e v ie w s  a n d  a r r a n g in g  fo r  r e se a r c h  u n d e r  s e c f io n  

18;
(e) u n d e r ta k in g  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s  a n d  s e c u r in g  e n fo r c e m e n t  u n d e r  

s e c t io n s  19  to  22;
(f) i s s u in g  a n d  r e v is in g  c o d e s  o f  p r a c fic e  o n  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  fh e  p r o v is io n s  

o f  fh is  A c f  u n d e r  s e c f io n  24;
(g) i s s u in g  n o f ic e s  o f  e x e m p t io n  u n d e r  s e c t io n  26;
(h) e s ta b lis h in g  a n d  m a in ta in in g  th e  r e g is te r  u n d e r  s e c t io n  28; a n d
(i) p r o m o t in g  a w a r e n e s s  o f  fh e  p r o v is io n s  o f  fh is  A c f  a m o n g s f  p e r s o n s  

l ik e ly  fo  b e  a ffe c fe d  b y  fh e m .

(3) T h e  B o a rd  m a y , fo r  a n y  p u r p o s e  c o n n e c fe d  w it h  th e  p e r fo r m a n c e  o f  ifs  
fu n c f io n s  —

(a) m a k e  p r o p o s a ls  or g iv e  o fh e r  a d v ic e  fo  a n y  M in is fe r  o f  fh e  C r o w n  as fo  
a n y  a sp e c f  o f  fh e  la w  or a p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e  fo  fh e  la w  r e la f in g  to  p r e s s  
s ta n d a r d s ,

(b) u n d e r ta k e , or  a r r a n g e  fo r  or  s u p p o r t  (w h e th e r  f in a n c ia lly  or  o fh e r w is e ) ,  
th e  c a r r y in g  o u t  o f  r e se a r c h  or th e  p r o v is io n  o f  a d v ic e  or  in fo r m a fio n .

(4) N o f h in g  in  s u b s e c f io n  (2) or  (3) is  fo  b e  r e g a r d e d  as l im it in g  th e  B o a r d ’s 
p o w e r s .

(5) In  th is  s e c t io n , “t h e  la w ” in c lu d e s  C o m m u n ity  la w  a n d  th e  in te r n a tio n a l  
o b lig a t io n s  o f  fh e  U n ite d  K in g d o m .

10

15

20

25

D u t ie s  a n d  f u n c t io n s  o f  t h e  A d ju d ic a to r

(1) T h e  d u ty  o f  fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r  sh a ll  b e  ( fo g e fh e r  w it h  th e  B o a rd ) to  e n s u r e  th a t  
a p p r o p r ia te  r e d r e s s  is  a v a ila b le  to  p e r s o n s  w it h  a r ig h t o f  r e p ly .

(2) T h e  A d ju d ic a fo r  sh a ll  h a v e  fh e  fu n c f io n s  o f  —
(a) c o n s id e r in g  c o m p la in ts  m a d e  to  h im  u n d e r  s e c t io n  10; a n d
(b) p r o v id in g  su c h  in fo r m a tio n  a n d  a s s is ta n c e  to  th e  B o a rd  as it m a y  

r e q u ir e  in  th e  e x e r c is e  o f  ifs  fu n c f io n s  u n d e r  th is  A ct.

30

F u n d in g  o f  t h e  B o a r d  a n d  t h e  A d ju d ic a to r  35

(1) A t  le a s t  th r e e  m o n th s  b e fo r e  fh e  b e g in n in g  o f  e a c h  r e le v a n t  f in a n c ia l  y e a r , th e  
B o a rd  sh a ll  p r e p a r e  a n d  s e n d  to  th e  S ecr e ta r y  o f  S fa fe  a n  e s f im a fe  o f —

(a) ifs  f u n d in g  n e e d s ,  a n d
(b) fh e  f u n d in g  n e e d s  o f  fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r ,

fo r  th a f  f in a n c ia l  y e a r . 40

(2) A n  e s f im a fe  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  s u b s e c f io n  (1) sh a ll  s p e c ify  fh e  n e e d s  in  r e la f io n  
fo  e a c h  o f  fh e  fu n c f io n s  o f  fh e  B o a rd  a n d  o f  fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r  a n d  fh e  o v e r a ll  
f u n d in g  n e e d s  o f  fh e  B o a rd  a n d  o f  fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r .
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(3) The Secretary of State m ay make payments to the Board out of money provided by 
Parliament of such amounts at such times as he considers appropriate.

(4) W h e r e  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  c o n s id e r s  th a t  th e  p a y m e n ts  to  b e  m a d e  in  r e sp e c t  
o f  a r e le v a n t  f in a n c ia l  y e a r  u n d e r  s u b s e c f io n  (3) are  l ik e ly  n o f  fo  b e  e q u a l fo  or  
g re a fe r  th a n  th e  to ta l f u n d in g  n e e d s  o f  fh e  B o a rd  a n d  o f  fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r  
c o n ta in e d  in  th e  e s t im a te  r e la t in g  to  th a t  f in a n c ia l  y e a r  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  
s u b s e c f io n  (1), h e  s h a l l—

(a) p r o v id e  fo  fh e  B oard , a n d
(b) la y  b e fo r e  e a c h  H o u s e  o f  P a r lia m e n t,

a s ta te m e n t  o f  fh e  r e a s o n s  w h y  h e  c o n s id e r s  fh a f  w i l l  b e  fh e  c a se .

(5) In  th is  s e c t io n , “r e le v a n t  f in a n c ia l  y e a r ” m e a n s  e a c h  f in a n c ia l  y e a r  re fe r re d  fo  
in  p a r a g r a p h  16 (7 )(b ) o f  S c h e d u le  1.

The right of reply

10

R ig h t  o f  r e p ly

(1) W h e r e  e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l in  a r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  c o n ta in s  a fa c tu a l 15 
in a c c u r a c y  —

(a) w h ic h  r e la te s  to  a p e r so n ; a n d
(b) w h ic h  a n y  r e a so n a b le  p e r s o n  m ig h t  d e e m  to  b e  a s ig n if ic a n t  

in a c c u r a c y ,
th e  p e r s o n s  s p e c if ie d  in  s u b s e c f io n  (2) sh a ll  h a v e  a r ig h t  o f  r e p ly  w h ic h  sh a ll  b e  20 
e n fo r c e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c f io n s  7  to  16.

(2) T h o s e  p e r s o n s  a r e —
(a) a p e r s o n  to  w h o m  th e  e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l r e la te s , a n d
(b) a p e r s o n  w it h  a le g it im a te  in te r e s t  in  th e  e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l.

(3) F or th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  s u b s e c f io n  (2) “a p e r s o n ” in c lu d e s  — 25
(a) a n a fu r a l or  le g a l  p e r so n ,
(b) a b o d y , a n d
(c) a g r o u p  o f  p e r so n s .

Initial complaints and agreed corrections

M a k in g  o f  in i t ia l  c o m p la in t  30

(1) W h e r e  a p e r s o n  b e l ie v e s  th a t h e  h a s  a r ig h t  o f  r e p ly , h e  m a y  m a k e  a n  in it ia l  
c o m p la in t  to  —

(a) th e  e d ito r  o f  fh e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n , or
(b) th e  p e r s o n  d e s ig n a te d  b y  th a t p u b lic a t io n  as b e in g  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r

r e s p o n d in g  to  c o m p la in ts , or  35
(c) b o th  o f  fh o s e  p e r so n s .

(2) A  c o m p la in t  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  s h a l l—
(a) b e  m a d e  in  w r it in g , a n d
(b) in c lu d e  su c h  in fo r m a tio n  as th e  c o m p la in a n t  c o n s id e r s  n e c e s s a r y  to

e s ta b lis h  th a t  h e  h a s  a r ig h t  o f  r e p ly . 40
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(3) A  c o m p la in t  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  m u s t  b e  m a d e  w it h in  a p e r io d  o f  14  d a y s  
b e g in n in g  w it h  —

(a) th e  d a te  o f  p u b lic a f io n  o f  fh e  e d ifo r ia l  m a fe r ia l fo  w h ic h  th e  c o m p la in t  
r e la te s , or

(b) (w h e r e  it w a s  n o t  r e a s o n a b ly  p r a c t ic a b le  fo r  th e  c o m p la in a n t  to  b e  
a w a r e  o f  fh e  p u b lic a f io n  o f  fh e  e d ifo r ia l  m a fe r ia l fo  w h ic h  th e  
c o m p la in t  r e la te s  o n  th e  d a te  s p e c if ie d  in  p a r a g r a p h  (a)), fh e  d a fe  o n  
w h ic h  th e  c o m p la in a n t  f ir s t  b e c a m e  a w a r e  o f  fh a f e d ifo r ia l  m a fe r ia l,

p r o v id e d  fh a f n o  c o m p la in t  m a y  b e  m a d e  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  a fter  th e  e n d  o f  a 
p e r io d  o f  o n e  y e a r  b e g in n in g  w it h  th e  d a te  s p e c if ie d  in  p a r a g r a p h  (a).

(4) In  th is  A c t, “a n  in it ia l c o m p la in t” m e a n s  a c o m p la in t  m a d e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  
th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  fh is  se c f io n .

10

8 R e s p o n s e  b y  r e le v a n t  p u b l ic a t io n

(1) W h e r e  —
(a) th e  e d ito r  o f  fh e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n , or  15
(b) th e  p e r s o n  d e s ig n a te d  b y  th a t r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  as b e in g  r e s p o n s ib le  

fo r  r e le v a n t  c o m p la in ts , or
(c) b o th  o f  fh o s e  p e r s o n s ,

r e c e iv e s  or r e c e iv e  a n  in it ia l c o m p la in t , th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  sh a ll  r e s p o n d  
in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  fh is  se c f io n . 20

(2) A  r e s p o n s e  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  sh a ll  b e  m a d e  in  w r it in g  to  th e  c o m p la in a n t  a n d  
sh a ll  in c lu d e  su c h  in fo r m a tio n  as th e  p e r s o n  r e s p o n d in g  c o n s id e r s  n e c e s s a r y  
to  r e s p o n d  to  th e  c o m p la in a n t .

(3) A  r e s p o n s e  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  sh a ll  in d ic a te  w h e th e r  or n o t  th e  p e r s o n
r e s p o n d in g  a g r e e s  th a t th e  c o m p la in a n t  h a s  e s ta b lis h e d  h is  r ig h t o f  r e p ly . 25

(4) A  r e s p o n s e  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  m u s t  b e  m a d e  w it h in  a p e r io d  o f  th r e e  d a y s  
b e g in n in g  w it h  th e  d a te  o n  w h ic h  th e  r e le v a n t  c o m p la in t  w a s  r e c e iv e d  b y  —

(a) th e  p e r s o n  to  w h o m  it w a s  m a d e , or
(b) (w h e r e  th e  c o m p la in t  w a s  m a d e  to  m o r e  th a n  o n e  p e r s o n ) , th e  f ir s t  o f

fh o s e  p e r s o n s . 30

(5) A  r e s p o n s e  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  m u s t  in fo r m  th e  c o m p la in a n t  o f  fh e  p r o v is io n s  
o f  s e c f io n  10.

(6) In  th is  A ct, “a r e s p o n s e  b y  a r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n ” m e a n s  a r e s p o n s e  m a d e  in  
a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  fh is  se c f io n .

9  C o r r e c t io n  w h e r e  r ig h t  o f  r e p ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  35

(1) W h e r e  a r e s p o n s e  b y  a r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  in d ic a te s  a g r e e m e n t  th a t  a 
c o m p la in a n t  h a s  e s ta b lis h e d  h is  r ig h t o f  r e p ly , fh e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  sh a ll  
p r o c e e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  fh is  se c f io n .

(2) W h e r e  s u b s e c f io n  (1) a p p lie s , fh e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  sh a ll  p u b lis h  a 
c o r r e c t io n  w h ic h  co r r e c ts  th e  fa c tu a l in a c c u r a c y  g iv in g  r ise  to  th e  in it ia l  40 
c o m p la in t .

(3) A  c o r r e c t io n  sh a ll  b e  p u b lis h e d  in  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  as s o o n  as  
p r a c tic a b le  a fter  th e  r e s p o n s e  b y  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e .
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(4) A  c o r r e c t io n  m u s t  —

(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

b e  p u b lis h e d  fr e e  o f  c h a r g e ,
a p p e a r  in  a p r o m in e n t  p o s i t io n  in  th e  n e w s  or e d ito r ia l  s e c t io n  o f  fh e  
r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n ,
b e  o f  s u c h  le n g th  as is  n e c e s s a r y  to  p r o v id e  a n  a c c u r a te  a c c o u n t o f  fh e  
m a ffe r s  in  r e sp e c f  o f  w h ic h  th e  c o m p la in a n t  h a s  e s ta b lis h e d  h is  r ig h t  o f  
r e p ly , a n d
sfa fe  fh a f if  is  p u b lis h e d  f o l lo w in g  a c o m p la in t  m a d e  u n d e r  th is  A ct.

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

A  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  m u s t  c o n s u lt  th e  c o m p la in a n t  a b o u t  th e  m a tte r s  
re fe r re d  fo  in  s u b s e c f io n s  (2) to  (4) p r io r  to  th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f  fh e  c o r r e c f io n  a n d  10 
m u s f  e n d e a v o u r  w h e n e v e r  it is  p r a c t ic a b le  to  d o  s o  to  s e c u r e  th e  a g r e e m e n t  o f  
th e  c o m p la in a n t  a b o u t  th o s e  m a tte r s .

T h is  s u b s e c t io n  a p p lie s  w h e r e  th e  e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l g iv in g  r is e  to  th e  in it ia l  
c o m p la in t  —

(a) w a s  c o n ta in e d  in  a w e b s it e  v e r s io n  o f  a n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l, a n d  15
(b) fh a f e d ifo r ia l  m a fe r ia l is  s f i l l  a v a ila b le  o n  th a f  w e b s if e ,

a n d  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  d e fe r m in in g  w h e fh e r  th is  s u b s e c t io n  a p p lie s  it is  
im m a te r ia l w h e th e r  or  n o t  th e  in it ia l c o m p la in t  r e la te d  to  or  r e fe r re d  fo  fh e  
w e b s if e  v e r s io n  o f  a n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l.

W h e r e  s u b s e c f io n  (6) a p p lie s , fh e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  sh a ll  e i t h e r — 20
(a) m a k e  th e  c o r r e c t io n  in  th e  e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l a v a ila b le  o n  th e  w e b s it e  

v e r s io n  o f  fh e  e d ifo r ia l  m a fe r ia l, or
(b) e n s u r e  fh a f fh e  e x is f e n c e  a n d  lo c a f io n  o f  fh e  c o r r e c f io n  o n  th e  w e b s it e  

is  p r o m in e n t ly  d is p la y e d  at th e  lo c a t io n  o f  fh e  e d ifo r ia l  m a fer ia l.

W h e r e  a c o r r e c f io n  h a s  b e e n  p u b lis h e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  25  
fh is  s e c f io n , th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  sh a ll, a s s o o n  as p r a c tic a b le  a fter  th e  
p u b lic a t io n  o f  fh e  c o r r e c fio n , in fo r m  th e  B o a rd  o f  fh a f  p u b lic a f io n  s o  as fo  
e n a b le  fh e  r e le v a n t  in fo r m a tio n  to  b e  a d d e d  to  th e  d a ta b a se .

(9) In  th is  s e c t io n , “th e  r e le v a n t  in fo r m a t io n ” h a s  th e  m e a n in g  g iv e n  b y  s e c t io n  17.

Complaints to and decisions of the Adjudicator 30

1 0  M a k in g  o f  c o m p la in t  to  t h e  A d ju d ic a to r

(1) T h is  s e c t io n  a p p lie s  w h e r e  —
(a) a p e r s o n  b e l ie v e s  th a t  h e  h a s  a r ig h t  o f  r e p ly ,
(b) fh a f p e r s o n  h a s  m a d e  a n  in it ia l  c o m p la in t  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  

p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c f io n  7, a n d
(c) o n e  o f  fh e  c o n d if io n s  in  s u b s e c f io n  (2) is  m ef.

(2) T h o s e  c o n d if io n s  are  f h a f —
(a) n o  r e s p o n s e  b y  fh e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  w it h in  th e  

p e r io d  s p e c if ie d  in  s e c f io n  8 (4 ),
(b) a r e s p o n s e  m a d e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c f io n  8 

in d ic a fe s  fh a f  fh e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  d o e s  n o t  a g r e e  th a t th e  
c o m p la in a n t  h a s  e s ta b lis h e d  h is  r ig h t o f  r e p ly , or

(c) fh e  p e r s o n  w h o  m a d e  fh e  in it ia l c o m p la in t  c o n s id e r s  th a t th e  
r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  s e c f io n  9  in  r e la f io n  to  a c o r r e c t io n  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  m et.

35

40
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(3) W h e r e  a p e r s o n  b e l ie v e s  th a t  th is  s e c t io n  a p p lie s  to  h is  c ir c u m sta n c e s , h e  m a y  
m a k e  a c o m p la in t  to  th e  A d ju d ic a to r .

(4) A  c o m p la in t  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  sh a ll  b e  m a d e  in  w r it in g  to  th e  A d ju d ic a to r  a n d
sh a ll  in c lu d e  su c h  in fo r m a tio n  as th e  c o m p la in a n t  c o n s id e r s  n e c e s s a r y  to  
e s ta b lis h  — 5

(a) th a t h e  h a s  a r ig h t o f  r e p ly , a n d
(b) fh a f fh is  s e c f io n  a p p lie s .

(5) A  c o m p la in f  u n d e r  fh is  s e c f io n  m u s f  b e  m a d e  w ifh r n  a p e r io d  o f  14  d a y s  
b e g in n in g  w if h  fh e  d a fe  o n  w h ic h  o n e  o f  fh e  c o n d it io n s  in  s u b s e c f io n  (2) is  m e f .

11  P r o c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  A d j u d ic a t o r  10

(1) W h e r e  —
(a) th e  A d ju d ic a to r  h a s  r e c e iv e d  a c o m p la in t  m a d e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  

p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c f io n  10 , a n d
(b) h e  is  s a f is f ie d  fh a f  fh e  c o m p la in f  is  o n e  fo  w h ic h  fh a f s e c f io n  a p p lie s ,

h e  sh a ll  fa k e  fh e  s fe p s  s p e c if ie d  in  fh is  s e c f io n . 15

(2) T h e  f ir s f  s fe p  is  fo  in fo r m  fh e  r e le v a n f  p u b lic a f io n  fh a f fh e  c o m p la in f  h a s  b e e n  
m a d e  a b o u f  e d ifo r ia l  m a fe r ia l o f  fh a f p u b lic a f io n .

(3) T h e  s e c o n d  s fe p  is  fo  r e q u e s f  su c h  in fo r m a fio n  as h e  m a y  r e q u ir e  w if h in  su c h  
p e r io d  as h e  m a y  s p e c ify  fr o m  a n y  o f  fh e  f o l lo w in g  —

(a) fh e  r e le v a n f  p u b lic a f io n , 20
(b) fh e  c o m p la in a n f ,
(c) su c h  o fh e r  p e r s o n s  as a p p e a r  fo  h im  fo  h o ld  in fo r m a fio n  fh a f  w i l l  a s s is f  

h im  in  p r o c e e d in g  u n d e r  fh is  se c f io n .

(4) T h e  fh ir d  s fe p  is  fo  d e c id e  w h e fh e r  fh e  c o m p la in f  s h o u ld  b e  u p h e ld .

(5) T h e  fo u r fh  s fe p  is  fo  in f o r m — 25
(a) fh e  r e le v a n f  p u b lic a f io n , a n d
(b) fh e  c o m p la in a n f ,

o f  h is  d e c is io n  u n d e r  s u b s e c f io n  (4).

(6) T h e  f iffh  s fe p  is  fo  in fo r m  p e r s o n s  w if h  a r ig h f  o f  a p p e a l  fo  fh e  B o a rd  u n d e r
se c f io n  13 o f  fh e ir  r ig h fs  u n d e r  fh a f se c f io n . 30

(7) T h e  A d ju d ic a fo r  m a y  fa k e  m o r e  fh a n  o n e  o f  fh e  s fe p s  s p e c if ie d  in  fh is  s e c f io n  
af fh e  s a m e  fim e .

(8) In  fa k in g  fh o s e  s fe p s  a n d  s p e c ify in g  a p e r io d  fo r  fh e  p r o v is io n  o f  in fo r m a fio n  
in  a c c o r d a n c e  w if h  s u b s e c f io n  (3), fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r  s h a ll  h a v e  r e g a r d  fo  fh e  
d e s ir a b ilify  o f  e n s u r in g  fh a f, w h e r e v e r  p r a c fic a b le , h e  c o m e s  fo  a d e c is io n  35 
u n d e r  s u b s e c f io n  (4) w if h in  a p e r io d  o f  f w o  w e e k s  b e g in n in g  w if h  d a y  o n  
w h ic h  h e  r e c e iv e s  fh e  c o m p la in f .

1 2  A c t io n s  a r is in g  f r o m  d e c i s io n  b y  t h e  A d ju d ic a to r

(1) W h e r e , in  a d e c is io n  m a d e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c f io n  11, fh e  
A d ju d ic a fo r  h a s  d e fe r m in e d  fh a f  a c o m p la in a n f  h a s  a r ig h f  o f  r e p ly , fh e  
A d ju d ic a fo r  sh a ll  r e q u ir e  fh e  r e le v a n f  p u b lic a f io n  fo  p r o c e e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  
w if h  fh e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c f io n  9  in  r e la f io n  fo  fh e  c o r r e c fio n  o f  fh e  fa c fu a l  
in a c c u r a c y .

40
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(2) W h e r e , in  a d e c is io n  m a d e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c t io n  11, th e  
A d ju d ic a to r  h a s  d e c id e d  th a t th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  s e c f io n  9  h a v e  n o f  b e e n  m e f  
in  r e la t io n  to  th e  c o r r e c t io n  to  w h ic h  th e  c o m p la in t  to  h im  r e la te s , h e  sh a ll  
r e q u ir e  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  to  p r o c e e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  
o f  s e c f io n  9  in  r e la f io n  to  th e  c o r r e c t io n  o f  fh e  fa c fu a l in a c c u r a c y .

(3) A  r e q u ir e m e n t  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (1) or  (2) —
(a) sh a ll  b e  e x p r e s s e d  in  w r it in g , a n d
(b) sh a ll  b e  sp e c if ic  a b o u f  fh e  m a tte r s  r e fe r re d  fo  in  s e c f io n  9  fh a f fh e  

A d ju d ic a fo r  c o n s id e r s  r e le v a n t .

(4) A n y  c o r r e c t io n  p u b lis h e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c f io n  9  fh a f  
a r ise s  fr o m  a d e c is io n  o f  fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r  u n d e r  s e c f io n  11 s h a l l—

(a) s fa fe  fh a f if  a r ise s  fr o m  su c h  a d e c is io n , a n d
(b) in c lu d e  su c h  in fo r m a tio n  as fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r  m a y  r e q u ir e  a b o u f  h is  

d e c is io n .

(5) W h e r e  a c o r r e c f io n  is  fo  b e  p u b lis h e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  
se c f io n  9  fh a f  a r ise s  fr o m  a d e c is io n  o f  fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r  u n d e r  s e c f io n  11 , th e  
A d ju d ic a to r  m a y , if  h e  th in k s  f it , in fo r m  a n y  o fh e r  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  p r io r  to  
th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f  fh e  c o r r e c f io n  th a f  fh e  c o r r e c f io n  is  fo  b e  p u b lis h e d  a n d  o f  
a n y  m a tte r s  a b o u f  fh e  c ir c u m sfa n c e s  g iv in g  r is e  fo  h is  d e c is io n  th a f  h e  
c o n s id e r s  a p p r o p r ia fe .

(6) T h is  s e c f io n  is  su b jec f fo  s e c t io n s  13  fo  15.

Appeals to the Board

10

15

20

1 3  A p p e a l  to  t h e  B o a r d

(1) T h e  f o l lo w in g  p e r s o n s  h a v e  a r ig h t  o f  a p p e a l  fo  fh e  B o a rd  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  —
(a) a p e r s o n  m a k in g  a c o m p la in t  to  th e  A d ju d ic a to r  u n d e r  s e c t io n  10 , a n d  25
(b) th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  to  w h ic h  a d e c is io n  o f  fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r  r e la fe s .

(2) A n  a p p e a l  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  m a y  r e la te  to  th e  f o l lo w in g  m a tte r s  —
(a) a d e c is io n  o f  fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r  u n d e r  s e c f io n  11 , or
(b) a r e q u ir e m e n t  o f  th e  A d ju d ic a to r  u n d e r  s e c t io n  12 , or
(c) b o th  o f  fh o s e  fh in g s . 30

(3) W h e r e  a p e r s o n  b e l ie v e s  fh a f  fh is  s e c f io n  a p p lie s  fo  h is  c ir c u m sfa n c e s , h e  m a y  
m a k e  a n  a p p e a l fo  fh e  B oard .

(4) A n  a p p e a l  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  sh a ll  b e  m a d e  in  w r it in g  to  th e  B o a rd  a n d  sh a ll  
in c lu d e  s u c h  in fo r m a tio n  as th e  a p p e lla n t  c o n s id e r s  n e c e s s a r y  to  e s ta b lis h  —

(a) th a t  h e  h a s  a r ig h t o f  a p p e a l, a n d  35
(b) fh a f h is  a p p e a l  s h o u ld  b e  u p h e ld .

(5) A n  a p p e a l  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  m u s t  b e  m a d e  w it h in  a p e r io d  o f  28  d a y s  
b e g in n in g  w it h  th e  r e le v a n t  d a te  d e te r m in e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  
o f  s u b s e c t io n s  (6) fo  (8).

(6) W h e r e  fh e  a p p e a l d o e s  n o f  r e la fe  fo  a r e q u ir e m e n t  o f  fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r  u n d e r  40 
se c f io n  12 , th e  r e le v a n t  d a te  sh a ll  b e  th a t  o n  w h ic h  th e  p e r s o n  or r e le v a n t  
p u b lic a t io n  m a k in g  th e  a p p e a l  w a s  in fo r m e d  o f  fh e  d e c is io n  o f  fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r  
u n d e r  s e c f io n  11 to  w h ic h  th e  a p p e a l  r e la te s .
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(7) W h e r e  —
(a) th e  a p p e a l  r e la te s  in  w h o le  or  in  p a r t to  a r e q u ir e m e n t  o f  th e  

A d ju d ic a to r  u n d e r  s e c t io n  11, a n d
(b) th e  a p p e a l is  m a d e  b y  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n ,

th e  r e le v a n t  d a te  sh a ll  b e  th a t o n  w h ic h  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  w a s  in fo r m e d  
o f  fh e  r e q u ir e m e n t  to  w h ic h  th e  a p p e a l  r e la te s .

(8) W h e r e  —
(a) th e  a p p e a l  r e la te s  in  w h o le  or  in  p a r t to  a r e q u ir e m e n t  o f  fh e  

A d ju d ic a fo r  u n d e r  s e c f io n  12 , a n d
(b) fh e  a p p e a l  is  m a d e  b y  fh e  p e r s o n  m a k in g  a c o m p la in t  to  th e  

A d ju d ic a to r  u n d e r  s e c t io n  10,
th e  r e le v a n t  d a te  sh a ll  b e  th a t  o n  w h ic h  th e  c o r r e c tio n  a r is in g  fr o m  th e  
r e q u ir e m e n t  to  w h ic h  th e  a p p e a l  r e la te s  w a s  p u b lis h e d .

10

14  P r o c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o n  a p p e a l

(1) T h e  B o a rd  m a y  d e c id e  n o t  to  c o n s id e r  an  a p p e a l u n d e r  s e c t io n  13 if  if  th in k s  — 15
(a) th a t  th e  c o n d it io n s  in  th a t  s e c t io n  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  m e t , or
(b) th a t th e  a p p e a l  is  im p r o p e r  or v e x a t io u s .

(2) W h e r e  th e  B o a rd  d e c id e s  to  c o n s id e r  a n  a p p e a l, it s h a ll  ta k e  th e  s te p s  s p e c if ie d  
in  th is  se c t io n .

(3) T h e  f ir s t  s te p  is  to  in fo r m  th e  o th e r  p a r ty  th a t a n  a p p e a l h a s  b e e n  m a d e . 20

(4) In  th e  c a se  o f  a n  a p p e a l b y  a p e r s o n  m a k in g  a c o m p la in t  to  th e  A d ju d ic a to r  
u n d e r  s e c t io n  10, “th e  o th e r  p a r ty ” m e a n s  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  to  w h ic h  th e  
d e c is io n  o f  fh e  A d ju d ic a fo r  re la fe s .

(5) In  th e  c a s e  o f  a n  a p p e a l  b y  fh e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  to  w h ic h  a d e c is io n  o f  fh e  
A d ju d ic a fo r  r e la fe s , “fh e  o fh e r  p a r ty ” m e a n s  th e  p e r s o n  m a k in g  a c o m p la in t  to  25  
th e  A d ju d ic a to r  u n d e r  s e c t io n  10.

(6) T h e  s e c o n d  s te p  is  to  r e q u e s t  s u c h  in fo r m a tio n  as th e  B o a rd  m a y  r e q u ir e  w ith in  
su c h  p e r io d  a s th e  B oard  m a y  s p e c ify  fr o m  a n y  o f  fh e  f o l lo w in g —

(a) fh e  p a r t ie s  to  th e  a p p e a l, a n d
(b) su c h  o th e r  p e r s o n s  as a p p e a r  to  th e  B o a rd  to  h o ld  in fo r m a tio n  th a t  w i l l  30 

a ss is t  it  in  p r o c e e d in g  u n d e r  th is  se c t io n .

(7) T h e  th ir d  s te p  is  to  d e c id e  w h e th e r  th e  a p p e a l s h o u ld  b e  u p h e ld .

(8) T h e  fo u r th  s te p  is  to  in fo r m  th e  p a r t ie s  to  th e  a p p e a l o f  ifs  d e c is io n  u n d e r  
s u b s e c f io n  (7).

(9) T h e  B o a rd  m a y  fa k e  m o r e  fh a n  o n e  o f  fh e  s fe p s  s p e c if ie d  in  th is  s e c t io n  at th e  35 
s a m e  tim e .

(10) In  ta k in g  th o s e  s te p s  a n d  s p e c ify in g  a p e r io d  fo r  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  in fo r m a fio n  
in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  s u b s e c t io n  (6), th e  B oard  s h a ll  h a v e  r e g a r d  to  th e  
d e s ir a b ility  o f  e n s u r in g  th a f, w h e r e v e r  p r a c fic a b le , if  c o m e s  fo  a d e c is io n  
w it h in  a p e r io d  o f  f w o  w e e k s  b e g in n in g  w it h  d a y  o n  w h ic h  it r e c e iv e s  th e  40 
a p p e a l.
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15  A c t io n s  a r is in g  f r o m  d e c i s io n  b y  t h e  B o a r d

(1) W h e r e , in  a d e c is io n  m a d e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c t io n  14, th e  
B o a rd  h a s  d e te r m in e d  th a t a c o m p la in a n t  h a s  a r ig h t o f  r e p ly , it  sh a ll  r e q u ir e  
th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  to  p r o c e e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c t io n
9  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  c o r r e c t io n  o f  th e  fa c tu a l in a c c u r a c y . 5

(2) W h e r e , in  a d e c is io n  m a d e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c t io n  14, th e  
B o a rd  h a s  d e c id e d  th a t th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  s e c t io n  9  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  m e t  in  
r e la t io n  to  th e  c o r r e c t io n  to  w h ic h  th e  a p p e a l  to  it r e la te s , it  s h a ll  r e q u ir e  th e  
r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  to  p r o c e e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c t io n  9
in  r e la t io n  to  th e  c o r r e c t io n  o f  th e  fa c tu a l in a c c u r a c y . 10

(3) A  r e q u ir e m e n t  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (1) or  (2) —
(a) sh a ll  b e  e x p r e s s e d  in  w r it in g , a n d
(b) sh a ll  b e  sp e c if ic  a b o u t  th e  m a tte r s  re fe r re d  to  in  s e c t io n  9  th a t  th e  B oard  

c o n s id e r s  r e le v a n t.

(4) A n y  c o r r e c t io n  p u b lis h e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c t io n  9  th a t  15 
a r ise s  fr o m  a d e c is io n  o f  th e  B o a rd  u n d e r  s e c t io n  14  s h a l l—

(a) s ta te  th a t it  a r ise s  fr o m  su c h  a d e c is io n , a n d
(b) in c lu d e  s u c h  in fo r m a tio n  as th e  B o a rd  m a y  r e q u ir e  a b o u t  its  d e c is io n .

(5) W h e r e  a c o r r e c t io n  is  to  b e  p u b lis h e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  
se c t io n  9  th a t a r ise s  f r o m  a d e c is io n  o f  th e  B o a rd  u n d e r  s e c t io n  14, th e  B o a rd  20 
m a y , if  it th in k s  f it , in fo r m  a n y  o th e r  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  p r io r  to  th e  
p u b lic a t io n  o f  th e  c o r r e c t io n  th a t  th e  c o r r e c t io n  is  to  b e  p u b l is h e d  a n d  o f  a n y  
m a tte r s  a b o u t  th a t  th e  c ir c u m sta n c e s  g iv in g  r is e  to  its  d e c is io n  th a t  th e  B oard  
c o n s id e r s  a p p r o p r ia te .

Enforcement in individual cases 25

1 6  E n fo r c e m e n t  o f  r e q u ir e m e n ts  a r is in g  f r o m  in d iv id u a l  c a s e s

(1) T h is  s e c t io n  a p p lie s  w h e r e  —
(a) a r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  h a s  b e e n  r e q u ir e d  b y  —

(i) th e  A d ju d ic a to r  in  e x e r c is e  o f  h is  p o w e r s  u n d e r  s e c t io n  12 , or
(ii) th e  B oard  in  e x e r c is e  o f  its  p o w e r s  u n d e r  s e c t io n  15,

to  d o  a n y  o f  th e  th in g s  to  w h ic h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  th o s e  s e c t io n s  or  
se c t io n  9  a p p ly , a n d

(b) th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  h a s  n o t  fu lf i l le d  th a t  r e q u ir e m e n t.

(2) W h e r e  th is  s e c t io n  a p p lie s , th e  B o a rd  m a y  e n fo r c e  a r e q u ir e m e n t  b y  a c t io n  —
(a) (in  E n g la n d  a n d  W a le s  a n d  in  N o r th e r n  Ire la n d ) in  th e  H ig h  C o u r t, or
(b) (in  S c o tla n d ) , in  th e  C o u r t o f  S e s s io n .

(3) In  e n fo r c in g  a r e q u ir e m e n t  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (2), th e  C o u r t m a y  r e q u ir e  th e  
r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  to  p a y  a n y  or a ll  o f  th e  c o s ts  in c u r r e d  b y  th e  B o a rd  in  
p r o c e e d in g  u n d e r  th is  se c t io n .

(4) N o  a c t io n  to  e n fo r c e  a r e q u ir e m e n t  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  m a y  g iv e  r ise  to  a 
s e n te n c e  o f  im p r is o n m e n t  a g a in s t  a n y  p e r so n .

30

35

40
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Database and periodic reviews

1 7  D a ta b a s e  o f  c o r r e c t io n s , e tc .

(1) It s h a ll  b e  th e  d u ty  o f  th e  B o a rd  to  e s ta b lis h  a n d  m a in ta in  a p u b lic ly  a c c e s s ib le  
d a ta b a se  o f  r e le v a n t  in fo r m a tio n  a b o u t  e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l in  r e sp e c t  o f  w h ic h  —

(a) a r ig h t  o f  r e p ly  h a s  b e e n  e s ta b lis h e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  5  
o f  s e c t io n  8 a n d  a c o r r e c t io n  h a s  b e e n  p u b lis h e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  
p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c t io n  9;

(b) a r ig h t o f  r e p ly  h a s  b e e n  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  A d ju d ic a to r  in  a c c o r d a n c e  
w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c t io n  11 a n d  e ith e r  —

(i) a c o r r e c t io n  h a s  b e e n  p u b lis h e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  a 10 
r e q u ir e m e n t  u n d e r  s e c t io n  12 , or

(ii) p r o c e e d in g s  h a v e  b e e n  in s t itu te d  u n d e r  s e c t io n  16; or
(c) a r ig h t  o f  r e p ly  h a s  b e e n  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  B o a rd  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  

th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c t io n  14  a n d  e ith e r  —
(i) a c o r r e c t io n  h a s  b e e n  p u b lis h e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  a r e q u ir e m e n t  15 

u n d e r  s e c t io n  15 , or
(ii) p r o c e e d in g s  h a v e  b e e n  in s t itu te d  u n d e r  s e c t io n  16.

(2) W h e r e  a c o r r e c t io n  h a s  b e e n  p u b lis h e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  a r e q u ir e m e n t  
u n d e r  s e c t io n  12  or  a n  o r d e r  o f  th e  C o u r t u n d e r  s e c t io n  16  a r is in g  fr o m  su c h  a 
r e q u ir e m e n t , th e  A d ju d ic a to r  sh a ll  in fo r m  th e  B o a rd  o f  th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f  th e  20 
c o r r e c t io n  as s o o n  as is  p r a c t ic a b le  so  as to  e n a b le  th e  r e le v a n t  in fo r m a tio n  to
b e  a d d e d  to  th e  d a ta b a se .

(3) W h e r e  a c o r r e c t io n  h a s  b e e n  p u b lis h e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  a r e q u ir e m e n t  
u n d e r  s e c t io n  15  or  a n  o r d e r  o f  th e  C o u r t u n d e r  s e c t io n  16  a r is in g  fr o m  su c h  a 
r e q u ir e m e n t , th e  B o a rd  s h a ll  a r r a n g e  fo r  th e  r e le v a n t  in fo r m a tio n  to  b e  a d d e d  25  
to  th e  d a ta b a se .

(4) R e le v a n t  in fo r m a tio n  c o n ta in e d  o n  th e  d a ta b a se  m a y  o n ly  b e  r e m o v e d  w it h  th e  
a g r e e m e n t  o f  th e  p e r s o n  w h o  m a d e  th e  in it ia l c o m p la in t  or  (if h e  h a s  d ie d  or  
la c k s  th e  c a p a c ity  to  d e c id e )  h is  n e x t  o f  k in .

(5) In  th is  s e c t io n , “r e le v a n t  in fo r m a t io n ” m e a n s  s u c h  in fo r m a tio n  as th e  B o a rd  30 
c o n s id e r s  a p p r o p r ia te  r e la t in g  to  —

(a) th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  in  w h ic h  th e  fa c tu a l in a c c u r a c y  g iv in g  r is e  to  
th e  in it ia l c o m p la in t  w a s  m a d e ,

(b) th e  lo c a t io n  w it h in  a r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  o f  a c o r r e c tio n , a n d
(c) th e  r e a s o n s  w h y  a r ig h t  o f  r e p ly  w a s  e s ta b lis h e d  or d e te r m in e d . 35

18  P e r io d ic  r e v ie w s  a n d  r e se a r c h

(1) T h e  B o a rd  s h a ll  p r e p a r e  a n d  p u b lis h  p e r io d ic  r e v ie w s  o f  th e  m a tte r s  s p e c if ie d  
in  s u b s e c t io n s  (3) to  (5) a n d  (7).

(2) P e r io d ic  r e v ie w s  sh a ll  b e  p u b lis h e d  w it h  su c h  fr e q u e n c y  as th e  B o a rd  m a y  
d e te r m in e , b u t  at le a s t  o n e  r e v ie w  sh a ll  b e  p u b l is h e d  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  e a c h  40 
c a le n d a r  yea r .

(3) T h e  m a tte r s  s p e c if ie d  in  th is  s u b s e c t io n  are  th e  B o a r d ’s o b s e r v a t io n s  o n  —
(a) th e  o v e r a ll  n u m b e r  o f  in it ia l c o m p la in ts ;  a n d
(b) th e  n u m b e r  o f  in it ia l c o m p la in ts  in  r e la t io n  to  p a r tic u la r  —

(i) r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n s , 45

MODI 00061570



For Distribution to CPs

R igh t o f  Reply and Press Standards B ill 11

(ii) p e r s o n s , a n d
(iii) is s u e s .

(4) T h e  m a tte r  s p e c if ie d  in  th is  s u b s e c t io n  is  a n y  in fo r m a tio n  h e ld  o n  th e  d a ta b a se  
w h ic h , in  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  B o a rd , o u g h t  to  b e  b r o u g h t  to  th e  a t te n t io n  o f  th e  
p u b lic .

(5) T h e  m a tte r s  s p e c if ie d  in  th is  s u b s e c t io n  are  th e  B o a r d ’s o b s e r v a t io n s  o n  —
(a) th e  h a n d l in g  o f  c o m p la in ts  b y  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n s ,
(b) th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  A d ju d ic a to r  u n d e r  s e c t io n s  10  to  12,
(c) th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  B o a rd  u n d e r  s e c t io n s  13  to  15, a n d
(d) e n fo r c e m e n t  u n d e r  s e c t io n  16.

(6) O b s e r v a t io n s  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (5) m a y  b e  in  g e n e r a l te r m s  or m a y  r e la te  to  a 
p a r tic u la r  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n .

(7) T h e  m a tte r s  s p e c if ie d  in  th is  s u b s e c t io n  are  —
(a) tr e n d s  in  n e w s  c o v e r a g e ,
(b) tr e n d s  in  jo u r n a lism , a n d
(c) tr e n d s  in  th e  r e a d e r sh ip  o f  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n s .

(8) F or th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  p r e p a r in g  th a t  p a r t o f  a p e r io d ic  r e v ie w  th a t  r e la te s  to  
m a tte r s  s p e c if ie d  in  s u b s e c t io n  (7), th e  B o a rd  m a y  a r r a n g e  fo r  or su p p o r t  
(w h e th e r  f in a n c ia lly  or  o th e r w is e )  th e  c a r r y in g  o u t  o f  r e se a r c h  b y  o th ers .

JO

15

Compliance proceedings and enforcement 20

1 9  I n it ia l  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s

(1) T h e  B o a rd  m a y  in it ia te  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  (“in it ia l  
c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s ”) w h e r e  th e  B o a rd  c o n s id e r s  th a t a n y  o n e  or m o r e  o f  
th e  f o l lo w in g  c o n d it io n s  are m e t  —

(a) th a t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  in it ia l c o m p la in ts  th a t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  in  r e sp e c t  o f  a 25  
p a r tic u la r  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  in  r e sp e c t  o f  w h ic h  a r ig h t  o f  r e p ly  h a s  
s u b s e q u e n t ly  b e e n  e s ta b lis h e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  th is
A c t  is  e x c e s s iv e ,

(b) th a t a r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  h a s  fa ile d  to  p u t  in  p la c e  s y s te m s  to  v e r ify
th e  fa c tu a l a c c u r a c y  o f  e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l a n d  in  p a r tic u la r  to  c h e c k  th e  30 
d a ta b a se  a n d  p e r io d ic  r e v ie w s ,

(c) th a t  a r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  h a s  p e r s is te n t ly  a n d  n e g l ig e n t ly  p u b lis h e d  
e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l c o n ta in in g  fa c tu a l in a c c u r a c ie s  in  r e sp e c t  o f  w h ic h  a 
r ig h t o f  r e p ly  h a s  p r e v io u s ly  b e e n  e s ta b lish e d .

(2) W h e r e  th e  B o a rd  d e c id e s  to  in it ia te  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n , 35 
th e  B o a rd  s h a ll  s e r v e  a n o t ic e  o f  th a t  d e c is io n  o n  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n .

(3) A t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n , th e  B oard  
m a y  —

(a) p u b lis h  a r e p o r t c o n ta in in g  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  a c t io n  b y  th e  r e le v a n t  
p u b lic a t io n  o n  a n y  o f  th e  m a tte r s  to  w h ic h  th e  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s  40 
r e la te s  w it h in  a s p e c if ie d  p e r io d , a n d

(b) p r o v id e  su c h  o th e r  in fo r m a tio n  as it c o n s id e r s  a p p r o p r ia te  to  th e  
r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n .
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2 0  I s s u e  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  n o t ic e

(1) T h is  s e c t io n  a p p lie s  w h e r e  —
(a) th e  B o a rd  h a s  u n d e r ta k e n  in it ia l c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s  in  a c c o r d a n c e  

w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c t io n  19  in  r e la t io n  to  a r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n ,
(b) a r e p o r t p u b lis h e d  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (3)(a) o f  th a t  s e c t io n  c o n ta in e d  5  

r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  a c t io n  b y  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  w it h in  a 
s p e c if ie d  p e r io d , a n d

(c) th e  B o a rd  c o n s id e r s  th a t  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  h a s  n o t  c o m p lie d  w ith  
th o s e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  w it h in  th a t  s p e c if ie d  p e r io d .

(2) W h e r e  th is  s e c t io n  a p p lie s , th e  B o a rd  m a y , if  it th in k s  fit, s e r v e  o n  th e  r e le v a n t  10 
p u b lic a t io n  a n o t ic e  (“a n  e n fo r c e m e n t  n o t ic e ”) r e q u ir in g  th e  r e le v a n t  
p u b lic a t io n  —

(a) to  c o m p ly  w it h  s u c h  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  o f  th e  r e p o r t p u b lis h e d  u n d e r  
se c t io n  19(3 ) (a) w it h in  s u c h  p e r io d  as m a y  b e  s p e c if ie d  in  th e  n o t ic e ,
a n d  15

(b) to  ta k e  su c h  o th e r  a c t io n s  r e la t in g  to  th e  m a tte r s  re fe r re d  to  in  th a t  
r e p o r t as m a y  b e  s p e c if ie d  in  th e  n o tic e .

(3) A n  e n fo r c e m e n t  n o t ic e  m a y  a lso  r e q u ir e  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  o n  w h o m  it is  
s e r v e d  to  fu r n is h  th e  B o a rd  w it h  su c h  in fo r m a tio n  as m a y  b e  r e a so n a b ly  
r e q u ir e d  b y  th e  n o t ic e  in  o r d e r  to  v e r ify  th a t  th e  n o t ic e  h a s  b e e n  c o m p lie d  w ith . 20

(4) T h e  B o a rd  sh a ll  n o t  s e r v e  a n  e n fo r c e m e n t  n o t ic e  in  r e sp e c t  o f  a r e le v a n t  
p u b lic a t io n  u n le s s  t h e y  h a v e  f ir s t  —

(a) g iv e n  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  n o t ic e  th a t it is  m in d e d  to  is s u e  an
e n fo r c e m e n t  n o t ic e  in  r e sp e c t  o f  th a t  p u b lic a t io n , s p e c ify in g  th e  
g r o u n d s  o n  w h ic h  th e  B o a rd  c o n te m p la te s  d o in g  so , 25

(b) o ffe r e d  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  an  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  m a k in g  o r a l or  
w r it te n  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  in  th e  m a tte r  (or b o th  o r a l a n d  w r it te n  
r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  if  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  th in k s  fit) w it h in  a p e r io d  o f  
n o t  le s s  th a n  28  d a y s  s p e c if ie d  in  th e  n o t ic e , a n d

(c) ta k e n  a c c o u n t  o f  a n y  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  s o  m a d e  b y  th e  r e le v a n t  30 
p u b lic a t io n .

21  A p p e a l  a g a in s t  e n f o r c e m e n t  n o t ic e

(1) N o t  la ter  th a n  s ix  w e e k s  a fter  an  e n fo r c e m e n t  n o t ic e  is  s e r v e d  o n  a n y  r e le v a n t
p u b lic a t io n , th a t  p u b lic a t io n  m a y  a p p e a l  a g a in s t  a n y  r e q u ir e m e n t  o f  th e  
n o t ic e  — 35

(a) (in  E n g la n d  a n d  W a le s  a n d  in  N o r th e r n  Ire la n d ) to  th e  H ig h  C o u r t, or
(b) (in  S c o tla n d ) , to  th e  C o u r t o f  S e s s io n .

(2) W h e r e  th e  C o u r t c o n s id e r s  a r e q u ir e m e n t  in  r e sp e c t  o f  w h ic h  a n  a p p e a l is  
b r o u g h t  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (1) to  b e  u n r e a s o n a b le  b e c a u s e  it is  b a s e d  o n  an  
in c o r r e c t  f in d in g  o f  fa c t  or fo r  a n y  o th e r  r e a so n , th e  C o u r t sh a ll  q u a s h  th e  40 
r e q u ir e m e n t.

(3) O n  q u a s h in g  a r e q u ir e m e n t  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (2), th e  C o u r t m a y  d ir e c t  th a t  th e  
e n fo r c e m e n t  n o t ic e  sh a ll  b e  tr e a te d  as if, in  p la c e  o f  th e  r e q u ir e m e n t  q u a s h e d ,  
it h a d  c o n ta in e d  a r e q u ir e m e n t  in  te r m s  s p e c if ie d  in  th e  d ir e c t io n .

(4) S u b s e c t io n  (1) d o e s  n o t  a p p ly  to  a r e q u ir e m e n t  tr e a te d  as in c lu d e d  in  a n  45 
e n fo r c e m e n t  n o t ic e  b y  v ir tu e  o f  a d ir e c t io n  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (3).
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2 2  F u r th e r  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s

(1) T h e  B o a rd  m a y  in it ia te  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  (“fu r th e r  
c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s ”) w h e r e  th e  B o a rd  c o n s id e r s  th a t a r e le v a n t  
p u b lic a t io n  h a s  fa i le d  fo  c o m p ly  w if h  a r e q u ir e m e n f  o f  a n  e n fo r c e m e n f  n o f ic e  
fh a f  is  in  fo rce .

(2) A  r e q u ir e m e n f  is  in  fo r c e  fo r  fh e  p u r p o s e s  o f  fh is  s e c f io n  i f —
(a) fh e  p e r io d  fo r  an  a p p e a l  s p e c if ie d  in  s e c f io n  2 1 (1 ) h a s  e la p s e d  a n d  fh e  

r e le v a n f  p u b lic a f io n  h a s  n o f  a p p e a le d  a g a in s f  fh e  r e q u ir e m e n t  or
(b) fh e  r e q u ir e m e n f  h a s  b e e n  fh e  su b jec f o f  a n  a p p e a l, b u f  h a s  n o f  b e e n  

q u a s h e d  b y  fh e  C o u rf.

(3) F or fh e  p u r p o s e s  o f  fh is  s e c f io n , a r e q u ir e m e n f  o f  a n  e n fo r c e m e n f  n o f ic e  
in c lu d e s  a m a tte r  fh a f  is  fo  b e  fr e a fe d  as if  if  w e r e  a r e q u ir e m e n f  o f  an  
e n fo r c e m e n f  n o f ic e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w if h  a d ir e c f io n  o f  a C o u r f u n d e r  s e c f io n  
21(3).

(4) W h e r e  fh e  B o a rd  d e c id e s  fo  in if ia fe  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s  u n d e r  fh is  se c f io n ,  
fh e  B o a rd  s h a ll  s e r v e  a n o f ic e  o f  fh a f  d e c is io n  o n  fh e  r e le v a n f  p u b lic a f io n .

(5) A f  fh e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s  u n d e r  fh is  s e c f io n , fh e  B oard  
m a y  —

(a) p u b lis h  a r e p o r f c o n fa in in g  r e c o m m e n d a f io n s  fo r  a c f io n  b y  fh e  r e le v a n f  
p u b lic a f io n  o n  a n y  o f  fh e  m a tte r s  fo  w h ic h  fh e  r e q u ir e m e n f  o f  an  
e n fo r c e m e n f  n o f ic e  fh a f is  in  fo r c e  r e la fe s  w if h in  a s p e c if ie d  p e r io d , a n d

(b) p r o v id e  su c h  o fh e r  in fo r m a tio n  as if c o n s id e r s  a p p r o p r ia fe  fo  fh e  
r e le v a n f  p u b lic a f io n .

10

15

20

23 O f f e n c e  o f  n o n - c o m p lia n c e  a n d  p e n a lt y

(1) If sh a ll  b e  a n  o f fe n c e  fo r  a r e le v a n f  p u b lic a f io n  fo  fa il  fo  c o m p ly  w if h  fh e  
r e c o m m e n d a t io n  o f  a r e p o r f u n d e r  s e c f io n  2 2 (5 )(a).

(2) A  r e le v a n f  p u b lic a f io n  g u ilfy  o f  a n  o f fe n c e  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (1) sh a ll  b e  su b jec f  
fo  a f in e .

25

Other functions of the Board

24  C o d e s  o f  p r a c t ic e  30

(1) T h e  B o a rd  sh a ll  p r e p a r e  a n d  is s u e  c o d e s  o f  p r a c t ic e  fo r  fh e  p u r p o s e  o f  g iv in g  
p r a c fic a l g u id a n c e  fo  —

(a) e d ifo r s  a n d  o fh e r s  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  e d ifo r ia l  m a fe r ia l in  r e le v a n f  
p u b lic a f io n s , a n d

(b) o fh e r  p e r s o n s  c a r r y in g  o n  a c f iv if ie s  fo  w h ic h  fh e  p r o v is io n s  o f  fh is  A c f  35 
a p p ly .

(2) T h e  B o a rd  sh a ll  d e a l in  p a r tic u la r  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (1) w i f h  —
(a) m a tte r s  fo  b e  c o n s id e r e d  in  d e fe r m in in g  w h e fh e r  or  n o f  a p e r s o n  h a s  a 

r ig h f  o f  r e p ly ,
(b) fh e  in fe r p r e fa f io n  o f  “r e le v a n f  in fo r m a f io n ” fo r  fh e  p u r p o s e s  o f  s e c f io n  40 

17.

(3) T h e  B o a rd  sh a ll  d e a l in  p a r tic u la r  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  ( l) (a )  w if h  —
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(a) p r o c e d u r e s  fo r  c h e c k in g  fa c ts  in  e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l, in c lu d in g  c h e c k in g  
in fo r m a tio n  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  d a ta b a se  e s ta b lis h e d  a n d  m a in ta in e d  b y  
th e  B o a rd  a n d  in  p e r io d ic  r e v ie w s  p u b lis h e d  b y  th e  B o a rd , a n d

(b) th e  h a n d l in g  o f  in it ia l c o m p la in ts  u n d e r  th is  A ct.

(4) T h e  B o a rd  sh a ll  —
(a) k e e p  a n y  c o d e  o f  p r a c t ic e  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  u n d e r  r e v ie w , a n d
(b) p r e p a r e  a r e v is e d  c o d e  o f  p r a c t ic e  w h e n  a p p r o p r ia te .

(5) B e fo re  p r e p a r in g  a c o d e  o f  p r a c t ic e  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n , th e  B o a rd  sh a ll  
c o n s u lt  —

(a) th e  S ecr e ta r y  o f  S ta te , a n d
(b) su c h  o th e r  p e r s o n s  as th e  B oard  c o n s id e r s  a p p r o p r ia te .

(6) T h e  B o a rd  sh a ll  p u b lis h  a c o d e  o f  p r a c tic e  is s u e d  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  in  su c h  a 
w a y  a s , in  its  o p in io n , is  l ik e ly  to  b r in g  th e  c o d e  o f  p r a c tic e  to  th e  a t te n t io n  o f  
th o s e  in te r e s te d .

(7) A  c o d e  o f  p r a c tic e  is s u e d  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  s h a ll  c o m e  in to  e ffe c t  o n  su c h  d a y  
as m a y  b e  a p p o in te d  in  th e  c o d e  o f  p ra c tice .

10

1 5

25  A n n u a l  r e p o r t

(1) T h e  B o a rd  sh a ll  p r e p a r e  a r e p o r t fo r  —
(a) th e  f ir s t  t w e lv e  m o n th s  o f  its  e x is te n c e , a n d
(b) e a c h  s u c c e e d in g  p e r io d  o f  t w e lv e  m o n th s . 20

(2) A  r e p o r t u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  sh a ll  d e a l  w i t h  th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  B o a rd  in  th e  
p e r io d  to  w h ic h  th e  r e p o r t r e la te s .

(3) A  r e p o r t u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  sh a ll  in c lu d e  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  
A d ju d ic a to r  p r e p a r e d  b y  th e  A d ju d ic a to r .

(4) T h e  A u th o r ity  sh a ll  s e n d  e a c h  r e p o r t u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  to  — 25
(a) th e  S ecr e ta r y  o f  S ta te ,
(b) th e  S c o tt ish  M in is te r s , a n d
(c) th e  N a t io n a l  A s s e m b ly  fo r  W a le s ,

as s o o n  as p r a c t ic a b le  a fter  th e  e n d  o f  th e  p e r io d  to  w h ic h  th e  r e p o r t r e la te s .

(5) T h e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  sh a ll  la y  a c o p y  o f  e a c h  r e p o r t r e c e iv e d  b y  h im  u n d e r  th is  3 0  
se c t io n  b e fo r e  e a c h  H o u s e  o f  P a r lia m en t.

Relevant publications, website versions and the register

2 6  M e a n in g  o f  “r e le v a n t  p u b l ic a t io n ” a n d  n o t ic e s  o f  e x e m p t io n

(1) In  th is  A c t  “r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n ” m e a n s  —
(a) a n e w s p a p e r , 3 5

(b) a p e r io d ic a l , or
(c) a w e b s it e  v e r s io n  o f  a n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l,

th a t  is  n o t  e x e m p t e d  fr o m  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  th is  A c t  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  
p r o v is io n s  o f  s u b s e c t io n  (2).

(2) T h e  B o a rd  m a y  b y  n o t ic e  e x e m p t  fr o m  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  th is  A c t  a n e w s p a p e r  4 0  
or p e r io d ic a l  if  th e  B o a rd  is  s a t is f ie d  th a t —
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(a) th e  t im in g  o f  th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f  fh e  n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l  is  ir r eg u la r , 
or

(b) fh e  r e a d e r sh ip  o f  fh e  n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l  is  in s ig n if ic a n t .

(3) W h e r e  a n o t ic e  o f  e x e m p t io n  is  i s s u e d  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (2), th e  B o a rd  s h a l l—
(a) s e n d  a c o p y  o f  fh e  n o f ic e  fo  fh e  e d ifo r  o f  fh e  n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l  

c o n c e r n e d , a n d
(b) c a u s e  a n  e n tr y  r e la t in g  to  th e  e x e m p t io n  to  b e  m a d e  in  th e  re g is te r .

(4) T h e  e d ito r  o f  a n e w s p a p e r  or p e r io d ic a l  m a y  af a n y  t im e  a p p ly  to  th e  B o a rd  fo r  
fh e  is s u e  o f  a n o f ic e  o f  e x e m p t io n  in  r e s p e c t  o f  fh e  n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l  o f  
w h ic h  h e  is  e d ifo r .

(5) W h e r e  a n e w s p a p e r  or p e r io d ic a l  is  e x e m p te d  f r o m  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  fh is  A c f  
b y  a n o f ic e  o f  e x e m p t io n  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s u b s e c f io n  (2), a 
w e b s if e  v e r s io n  o f  fh a f  n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l  s h a ll  a ls o  b e  so  e x e m p te d .

10

2 7  W e b s i t e  v e r s io n s  o f  a n e w s p a p e r  o r  p e r io d ic a l

(1) In  th is  A c t, “a w e b s it e  v e r s io n  o f  a n e w s p a p e r  o r  p e r io d ic a l” m e a n s  a w e b s if e  15 
w h ic h  is  —

(a) m a in ta in e d  a n d  o p e r a te d  b y  th e  s a m e  c o m p a n y  or o r g a n is a t io n  as th a t  
w h ic h  is  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f  a n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l,  
a n d

(b) c o n c e r n e d  in  w h o le  or  in  p a rt w i t h  m a k in g  a v a ila b le  e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l 20 
o f  fh a f  n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l.

(2) T h e  m a tte r  o f  w h e fh e r  a w e b s if e  c o n s f ifu fe s  a w e b s if e  v e r s io n  o f  a n e w s p a p e r  
or p e r io d ic a l  s h a ll  b e  d e fe r m in e d  b y  fh e  B oard .

(3) In  d e fe r m in in g  w h e fh e r  a w e b s if e  c o n s f ifu fe s  a w e b s if e  v e r s io n  o f  a n e w s p a p e r
or p e r io d ic a l  if  is  im m a fe r ia l— 25

(a) w h e fh e r  th e r e  is  a c h a r g e  fo r  a c c e s s in g  e d ifo r ia l  m a fe r ia l o n  th e  
w e b s it e ,

(b) w h e th e r  th e  w e b s it e  c o n ta in s  m a te r ia l w h ic h  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  in  th e  
n e w s p a p e r  or p e r io d ic a l, a n d

(c) w h e th e r  th e  a d d r e s s  o f  fh e  w e b s if e  c le a r ly  id e n t if ie s  if  a s r e la f in g  to  th e  30 
n e w s p a p e r  or p e r io d ic a l.

(4) T h e  B o a rd  sh a ll, as s o o n  as is  r e a s o n a b ly  p r a c tic a b le  a fter  c o m in g  to  a 
d e te r m in a t io n  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (2), in fo r m  th e  e d ito r  o f  fh e  n e w s p a p e r  or  
p e r io d ic a l  c o n c e r n e d  o f  fh a f d e fe r m in a f io n .

(5) W h e n  th e  B o a rd  m a k e s  a d e te r m in a t io n  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (2) it  s h a ll  c a u s e  an  35 
a p p r o p r ia te  e n tr y  to  b e  m a d e  in  th e  re g is te r .

(6) W h e n  th e  B o a rd  m a k e s  a d e te r m in a t io n  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  (2), th e  p e r s o n s  w h o  
are fo r  th e  t im e  b e in g  e n te r e d  in  th e  r e g is te r  a s —

(a) th e  e d ito r  o f  fh e  n e w s p a p e r  or p e r io d ic a l  o f  w h ic h  th e  w e b s it e  is  th e
w e b s it e  v e r s io n , 40

(b) th e  p e r s o n  d e s ig n a te d  b y  th a t n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l  as b e in g  
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  r e s p o n d in g  to  c o m p la in ts ,

sh a ll  a lso  b e  d e e m e d  to  h a v e  th e  s a m e  fu n c t io n  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  w e b s it e  
v e r s io n  o f  fh e  n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l.
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28  R e g is te r

(1) It s h a ll  b e  th e  d u ty  o f  th e  B o a rd  to  e s ta b lis h  a n d  m a in ta in  a p u b lic ly  a c c e s s ib le  
r e g is te r  o f  in fo r m a tio n  a b o u t  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n s .

(2) In  r e la t io n  to  e a c h  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  p e r io d ic a l , th e  r e g is te r  s h a ll  s p e c ify  —

(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

th e  n a m e  o f  th e  e d ito r ,
th e  n a m e  o f  th e  p e r s o n  d e s ig n a te d  b y  th a t n e w s p a p e r  or p e r io d ic a l  as  
b e in g  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  r e s p o n d in g  to  c o m p la in ts ,  
th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  th e  p e r s o n s  s p e c if ie d  in  p a r a g r a p h s  (a) a n d  (b) m a y  
b e  c o n ta c te d  (w h ic h  sh a ll  in c lu d e  a p o s ta l  a d d r e s s  in  r e s p e c t  o f  a t le a s t  
o n e  o f  th e m ), a n d
th e  w e b s it e  a d d r e s s  o f  a n y  w e b s it e  v e r s io n  o f  th e  n e w s p a p e r  or  
p e r io d ic a l.

(3) T h e  r e g is te r  s h a ll  in c lu d e  a lis t  o f  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  p e r io d ic a ls  in  r e sp e c t  o f  
w h ic h  a n o t ic e  o f  e x e m p t io n  h a s  b e e n  is s u e d  u n d e r  s e c t io n  26(2 ).

10
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29  O r d e r s  a n d  r e g u la t io n s

(1) A n y  p o w e r  o f  th e  S ecr e ta r y  o f  S ta te  to  m a k e  o r d e r s  or  r e g u la t io n s  u n d e r  th is  
A c t  in c lu d e s  p o w e r  —

(a) to  m a k e  d iffe r e n t  p r o v is io n  fo r  d iffe r e n t  c a se s , a n d
(b) to  m a k e  in c id e n ta l , s u p p le m e n ta r y , c o n s e q u e n t ia l  or  tr a n s it io n a l 20 

p r o v is io n  or sa v in g s .

(2) T h e  p o w e r  o f  th e  S ecr e ta r y  o f  S ta te  to  m a k e  o r d e r s  a n d  r e g u la t io n s  u n d e r  th is  
A c t  is  e x e r c isa b le  b y  s ta tu to r y  in s tr u m e n t.

(3) N o  s ta tu to r y  in s tr u m e n t  (o th e r  th a n  a n  o r d e r  u n d e r  s e c t io n  33) m a y  b e  m a d e  
u n le s s  a d ra ft o f  th e  in s tr u m e n t  h a s  b e e n  la id  b e fo r e  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  e a c h  25  
H o u s e  o f  P a r lia m e n t.

3 0  In te r p r e ta t io n

(1) In  th is  A c t  —
“t h e  A d ju d ic a to r ” m e a n s  th e  P re ss  S ta n d a r d s  A d ju d ic a to r  a p p o in te d  in

a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c t io n  2; 30
“t h e  B o a r d ” m e a n s  th e  P ress  S ta n d a r d s  B o a rd  e s ta b lis h e d  u n d e r  s e c t io n  1;
“t h e  d a ta b a s e ” m e a n s  th e  d a ta b a se  m a in ta in e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  

p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c t io n  17;
“e d ito r ”, in  r e la t io n  to  a n e w s p a p e r  or p e r io d ic a l , m e a n s  a p e r s o n  h a v in g

e d ito r ia l  or  e q u iv a le n t  r e s p o n s ib il ity  fo r  th e  e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l o f  th e  35 
n e w s p a p e r  or p e r io d ic a l;

“e d ito r ia l  m a te r ia l” m e a n s  a ll c o n te n t  o f  th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  e x c e p t  
a d v e r t is e m e n ts  (o th er  th a n  a d v e r t is e m e n ts  to  w h ic h  s u b s e c t io n  (2) 
a p p lie s );

“e n fo r c e m e n t  n o t ic e ” h a s  th e  m e a n in g  g iv e n  b y  se c t io n  20; 40
“fu r th e r  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s ” h a s  th e  m e a n in g  g iv e n  b y  se c t io n  22;
“a n  in it ia l c o m p la in t” h a s  th e  m e a n in g  g iv e n  b y  se c t io n  7;
“in it ia l  c o m p lia n c e  p r o c e e d in g s ” h a s  th e  m e a n in g  g iv e n  b y  se c t io n  19;
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“n e w s p a p e r ” m e a n s  a d a ily , S u n d a y  or lo c a l (o th er  th a n  d a ily  or S u n d a y )  
n e w s p a p e r  c ir c u la t in g  w h o l ly  or  m a in ly  in  th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m ;

“n o t ic e  o f  e x e m p t io n ” m e a n s  a n o t ic e  is s u e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  
p r o v is io n s  o f  s e c f io n  26;

“t h e  r e g is te r ” (o th e r  th a n  in  p a r a g r a p h  15(2) o f  S c h e d u le  1) m e a n s  fh e  5  
r e g is fe r  e s fa b lis h e d  a n d  m a in ta in e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  p r o v is io n s  
o f  s e c f io n  28;

“r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n ” h a s  th e  m e a n in g  g iv e n  b y  s e c t io n  26;
“a r e s p o n s e  b y  a r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n ” h a s  th e  m e a n in g  g iv e n  b y  se c t io n  8;
“r ig h t  o f  r e p ly ” h a s  fh e  m e a n in g  g iv e n  b y  se c f io n  6; 10
“a w e b s i f e  v e r s io n  o f  a n e w s p a p e r  or  p e r io d ic a l” h a s  fh e  m e a n in g  g iv e n  

b y  se c f io n  27.

(2) T h is  s u b s e c f io n  a p p lie s  fo  a d v e r t is e m e n ts  —
(a) fo r  o fh e r  e d if io n s  o f  fh e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  in  w h ic h  th e

a d v e r t is e m e n t  a p p e a r s , or  15
(b) fo r  a r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  w h ic h  is  p a r t o f  fh e  s a m e  n e w s p a p e r  

e n te r p r ise  as th e  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n  in  w h ic h  th e  a d v e r t is e m e n t  
a p p e a r s .

(3) In  s u b s e c t io n  (2), “n e w s p a p e r  e n te r p r is e ” h a s  th e  s a m e  m e a n in g  as in  s e c t io n
5 8 A (3 ) o f  fh e  E n te r p r ise  A c t  2 0 0 2  (c. 40 ) (m e a n in g  o f  n e w s p a p e r  e n te r p r ise ) . 20

31  E x p e n s e s

There shall he paid out of money provided by Parliament -
(a) any expenditure incurred by a M inister of the Crown in consequence of this 

Act, and
(b) any increase attributable to this A ct in the sums payable out of money so 

provided under any other Act.
25

32  C o n s e q u e n t ia l  a m e n d m e n t s

S c h e d u le  2  (w h ic h  m a k e s  c o n s e q u e n t ia l  a m e n d m e n ts  o f  o fh e r  A c fs )  h a s  e ffec f.

3 3  S h o r t  t i t le  a n d  c o m m e n c e m e n t

(1) T h is  A c f  m a y  b e  c ife d  as fh e  R ig h t o f  R e p ly  a n d  P re ss  S fa n d a r d s  A c f  2005 .

(2) T h is  A c f  (o fh e r  th a n  se c t io n s  2 9  to  31 a n d  th is  s e c t io n )  sh a ll  c o m e  in to  fo r c e  o n  
su c h  d a fe  as fh e  S ecr e fa r y  o f  S fa fe  m a y  b y  o r d e r  d e fe r m in e .

JO
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S C H E D U L E S

S C H E D U L E  1

C o n s t it u t io n , e t c ., o f  t h e  Bo a r d

Section 1

Status

(1) T h e  B o a rd  is  a b o d y  co r p o r a te .

(2) T h e  B o a rd  is  n o t  th e  se r v a n t  or  a g e n t  o f  th e  C r o w n , it d o e s  n o t  e n jo y  a n y  
s ta tu s , im m u n ity  or  p r iv i le g e  o f  fh e  C r o w n  a n d  ifs  p r o p e r ty  is  n o t  to  b e  
r e g a r d e d  as p r o p e r ty  o f  or  as h e ld  o n  b e h a lf  o f  fh e  C r o w n .

Membership

(1) T h e  B o a rd  s h a ll  c o n s is f  o f  m e m b e r s  a p p o in te d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  
p r o v is io n s  o f  fh is  p a r a g r a p h .

(2) T h e  S e c r e fa r y  o f  S fa fe  sh a ll  a p p o in t  f iv e  m e m b e r s  o f  fh e  B oard .

(3) In  m a k in g  a p p o in tm e n ts  u n d e r  su b -p a r a g r a p h  (2), th e  S ecr e ta r y  o f  S fa fe  
sh a ll  s e e k  fo  se c u r e  fh a f, a f a n y  t im e , t w o  m e m b e r s  o f  fh e  B o a rd  are  p e r s o n s  
w h o  a p p e a r  to  h im  to  r e p r e se n t  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n s .

(4) E ach  o f  fh e  f o l lo w in g  sh a ll  a p p o in t  o n e  m e m b e r  o f  fh e  B o a rd  —
(a) fh e  S c o tt ish  M in is fe r s ,
(b) fh e  N a t io n a l  A s s e m b ly  fo r  W a le s .

T h e  C h a ir m a n  o f  fh e  B o a rd  s h a ll  b e  e le c fe d  b y  fh e  B o a rd  fr o m  a m o n g s f  ifs  
m e m b e r s .

10

1 5

20

Disqualification

A  p e r s o n  is  d is q u a lif ie d  fo r  b e in g  a p p o in te d  as a m e m b e r  o f  fh e  B o a rd  if  h e  
h o ld s  o f f ic e  a s or is  a p p o in te d  an  e d ito r  o f  a r e le v a n t  p u b lic a t io n .

(1) A  p e r s o n  is  d is q u a lif ie d  fo r  b e in g  a p p o in te d  as c h a ir m a n  or o th e r  m e m b e r  
o f  th e  B o a rd  i f —

(a) h e  is  fh e  su b je c f  o f  a b a n k r u p fc y  r e s fr ic f io n s  o r d e r  or  in te r im  o rd er ,
(b) a b a n k r u p tc y  o r d e r  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  a g a in s t  h im  b y  a c o u r t  in  

N o r th e r n  Ir e la n d , h is  e s ta te  h a s  b e e n  se q u e s tr a te d  b y  a c o u r t  in  
S c o tla n d  or, u n d e r  th e  la w  o f  N o r th e r n  Ir e la n d  or S c o tla n d , h e  h a s  
m a d e  a c o m p o s it io n  or a r r a n g e m e n t w it h ,  or  g r a n te d  a tr u s t  d e e d  
fo r , h is  c r e d ifo r s , or

(c) in  th e  la s t  f iv e  y e a r s  h e  h a s  b e e n  c o n v ic fe d  in  th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m ,  
th e  C h a n n e l I s la n d s  or  th e  I s le  o f  M a n  o f  a n  o f fe n c e  a n d  h a s  h a d  a 
q u a lify in g  s e n te n c e  p a s s e d  o n  h im .

25

3 0
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(2) W h e r e  a p e r s o n  is  d is q u a lif ie d  u n d e r  su b -p a r a g r a p h  ( l) ( b )  b e c a u s e  a 
b a n k r u p tc y  o r d e r  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  a g a in s t  h im  or h is  e s ta te  h a s  b e e n  
se q u e s tr a te d , th e  d is q u a lif ic a t io n  sh a ll  c e a s e  —

(a) o n  h is  o b ta in in g  a d isc h a r g e , or
(b) if  th e  b a n k r u p tc y  o r d e r  is  a n n u lle d  or th e  s e q u e s tr a t io n  o f  h is  e s ta te  

is  r e c a lle d  or r e d u c e d , o n  th e  d a te  o f  th a t  e v e n t .

(3) W h e r e  a p e r s o n  is  d is q u a lif ie d  u n d e r  su b -p a r a g r a p h  ( l) (b )  b e c a u s e  o f  h is  
h a v in g  m a d e  a c o m p o s it io n  or a r r a n g e m e n t w ith ,  or  g r a n te d  a tr u s t  d e e d  
fo r , h is  c r e d ito r s , th e  d is q u a lif ic a t io n  sh a ll  c e a s e  —

(a) at th e  e n d  o f  th e  p e r io d  o f  f iv e  y e a r s  b e g in n in g  w it h  th e  d a te  o n  
w h ic h  th e  te r m s  o f  th e  d e e d  o f  c o m p o s it io n  or a r r a n g e m e n t or  tr u s t  
d e e d  are  fu lf i l le d , or

(b) if, b e fo r e  th e n , h e  p a y s  h is  d e b ts  in  fu ll , o n  th e  d a te  o n  w h ic h  th e  
p a y m e n t  is  c o m p le te d .

(4) F or th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  su b -p a r a g r a p h  ( l) (c ) ,  th e  d a te  o f  c o n v ic t io n  sh a ll  b e  
ta k e n  to  b e  th e  o r d in a r y  d a te  o n  w h ic h  th e  p e r io d  a l lo w e d  fo r  m a k in g  an  
a p p e a l or a p p lic a t io n  e x p ir e s  or, if  a n  a p p e a l  or  a p p lic a t io n  is  m a d e , th e  d a te  
o n  w h ic h  th e  a p p e a l or  a p p lic a t io n  is  f in a l ly  d is p o s e d  o f  or  a b a n d o n e d  or  
fa ils  b y  r e a so n  o f  its  n o n -p r o s e c u t io n .

(5) In  su b -p a r a g r a p h  ( l) ( c ) ,  th e  r e fe r e n c e  to  a q u a lify in g  s e n te n c e  is  to  a s e n te n c e  
o f  im p r is o n m e n t  fo r  a p e r io d  o f  n o t  le s s  th a n  th r e e  m o n th s  (w h e th e r  
s u s p e n d e d  or n o t)  w i t h o u t  th e  o p t io n  o f  a f in e .

Tenure of office

6 (1) S u b ject to  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  p a r a g r a p h s  7  to  9, th e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  B o a rd  sh a ll
h o ld  a n d  v a c a te  o f f ic e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  te r m s  o f  th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  
a p p o in tm e n ts .

(2) T h e  te r m s  o f  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  B o a rd  sh a ll  b e  su c h  as th e  
p e r s o n  m a k in g  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  m a y  d e te r m in e .

7  A  p e r s o n  h o ld in g  o f f ic e  a s a m e m b e r  o f  th e  B o a rd  m a y  r e s ig n  th a t o f f ic e  b y  
g iv in g  n o t ic e  in  w r it in g  to  th e  p e r s o n  w h o  a p p o in te d  h im .

8 A  p e r s o n  h o ld in g  o f f ic e  as a m e m b e r  o f  th e  B o a rd  sh a ll  c e a s e  to  h o ld  th a t  
o ff ic e  if  h e  c e a s e s  to  b e  q u a lif ie d  fo r  a p p o in tm e n t  to  it b y  r e a so n  o f  
p a r a g r a p h  4  or  5.

9  A  p e r s o n  h o ld in g  o f f ic e  as a m e m b e r  o f  th e  B o a rd  w h o  is  n o t  a t th a t t im e  
c h a ir m a n  m a y  b e  r e m o v e d  fr o m  o ff ic e  b y  th e  p e r s o n  w h o  a p p o in te d  h im  if  
th e  p e r s o n  w h o  a p p o in te d  h im  is  s a t is f ie d  th a t th e  m e m b e r  o f  th e  B o a rd  —

(a) h a s  b e e n  a b se n t  fr o m  m e e t in g s  o f  th e  B o a rd  fo r  s ix  c o n s e c u t iv e  
m o n th s , or  lo n g e r , w i t h o u t  th e  p e r m is s io n  o f  th e  B o a rd , or

(b) is  u n a b le  or  u n f it  to  ca rry  o u t  h is  fu n c t io n s  as a m e m b e r  o f  th e  B oard .

10  (1) T h e  c h a ir m a n  sh a ll  b e  e le c te d  fo r  a p e r io d  o f  th r e e  y e a r s .

(2) A  p e r s o n  m a y  b e  e le c te d  o n  m o r e  th a n  o n e  o c c a s io n  to  t h e  p o s it io n  o f  
c h a ir m a n , b u t  m a y  n o t  b e  e le c te d  fo r  m o r e  th a n  t w o  s u c c e s s iv e  p e r io d s  o f  
th r e e  y e a r s .

(3) A  p e r s o n  m a y  b e  r e m o v e d  fr o m  o ff ic e  as c h a ir m a n  b y  a d e c is io n  o f  th e  B oard  
if  h e  is  u n a b le  or  u n f it  to  ca rry  o u t  h is  fu n c t io n s  as c h a ir m a n .

10

1 5

20
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Remuneration, pensions etc. of members

11 (1) The Board m ay pay to the chairman or any of the other members of the Board such
remuneration as the Secretary of State m ay determine.

(2) The Board m ay pay, or make provision for paying, to or in respect of the chairman 
or any of the other members of the Board such pensions, allowances, fees, expenses 
or gratuities as the Secretary of State m ay determine.

(3) The Board m ay make a paym ent to a person who ceases to hold office as chairman or 
other member of the Board otherwise than on the expiry of his term of office if  it 
appears to the Secretary of State that there are special circumstances which make it 
right for that person to receive compensation.

(4) A  paym ent under sub-paragraph (3) shall be of such amount as the Secretary of State 
m ay determine.

Staff

12 The Board m ay appoint such staff as it considers appropriate, on such terms and 
conditions as it m ay determine.

Proceedings

13 S u b ject to  a n y  p r o v is io n  o f  th is  A c t, th e  B o a rd  m a y  r e g u la te  its  ov^^n 
p r o c e d u r e  ( in c lu d in g  q u o r u m ).

14  T h e  v a l id ity  o f  a n y  p r o c e e d in g s  o f  fh e  B o a rd  s h a ll  n o f  b e  a ffe c fe d  b y —
(a) a n y  v a c a n c y  in  th e  o f f ic e  o f  —

(i) c h a ir m a n ,
(ii) a m e m b e r  to  b e  a p p o in te d  b y  a p a r tic u la r  p r o v is io n  o f  

p a r a g r a p h  2,
(b) a n y  d e fe c f  in  a p e r s o n ’s a p p o in tm e n t  as c h a ir m a n  or o th e r  m e m b e r ,  

or
(c) th e  c o m p o s it io n  fo r  th e  t im e  b e in g  o f  fh e  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  fh e  B oard .

Members ’ interests

15 (1) T h e  B o a rd  sh a ll  e s fa b lis h  a n d  m a in ta in  a s y s t e m  fo r  th e  d e c la r a t io n  a n d
r e g is tr a t io n  o f  p r iv a fe  in te r e s fs  o f  ifs  m e m b e r s .

(2) T h e  B o a rd  sh a ll  p u b lis h  e n tr ie s  r e c o r d e d  in  th e  r e g is te r  o f  m e m b e r s ’ 
in te r e s fs .

10

15

20

25

30

Accounts and audit

16  (1) T h e  B o a rd  s h a ll  k e e p  p r o p e r  a c c o u n ts  a n d  p r o p e r  r e c o r d s  in  r e la t io n  to  its
a c c o u n ts .

(2) T h e  B oard  sh a ll  p r e p a r e  a s ta te m e n t  o f  a c c o u n ts  in  r e sp e c t  o f  e a c h  o f  ifs  35 
f in a n c ia l  y ea rs .

(3) A n y  su c h  s fa fe m e n t  o f  a c c o u n ts  m u s t  c o m p ly  w it h  a n y  d ir e c t io n s  g iv e n  b y  
th e  S ecr e ta r y  o f  S fa fe  w it h  th e  a p p r o v a l o f  fh e  T r e a su r y  as fo  —

(a) fh e  in fo r m a fio n  to  b e  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  s ta te m e n t,
(b) th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  th a t in fo r m a tio n  is  to  b e  p r e s e n te d , a n d  40
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(c) th e  m e th o d s  a n d  p r in c ip le s  a c c o r d in g  to  w h ic h  th e  s ta te m e n t  is  to  b e  
p r e p a r e d .

(4) T h e  B o a rd  s h a ll  s e n d  a c o p y  o f  e a c h  s ta te m e n t  o f  a c c o u n ts  r e q u ir e d  b y  s u b 
p a r a g r a p h  (2) to  —

(a) th e  S ecre ta ry  o f  S fa fe , 5
(b) fh e  S c o ff ish  M in is fe r s ,
(c) fh e  N a t io n a l  A s s e m b ly  fo r  W a le s , a n d
(d) fh e  C o m p tr o lle r  a n d  A u d ito r  G e n e r a l,

b e fo r e  fh e  e n d  o f  s u c h  p e r io d  a ffer  th e  e n d  o f  fh e  f in a n c ia l  y e a r  to  w h ic h  th e  
s ta te m e n t  r e la te s  as th e  S ecr e ta r y  o f  S fa fe  m a y  s p e c ify  b y  n o f ic e  g iv e n  to  th e  10 
B oard .

(5) T h e  C o m p tr o lle r  a n d  A u d ito r  G e n e r a l s h a l l—
(a) e x a m in e , c e r t ify  a n d  r e p o r t o n  e a c h  s ta te m e n t  o f  a c c o u n ts  r e c e iv e d  

b y  h im  u n d e r  su b -p a r a g r a p h  (4 )(d ), a n d
(b) la y  a c o p y  o f  e a c h  su c h  s fa fe m e n t  o f  a c c o u n ts , a n d  o f  h is  r e p o r t o n  it, 15 

b e fo r e  e a c h  H o u s e  o f  P a r lia m e n t.

(6) T h e  p o w e r  u n d e r  su b -p a r a g r a p h  (3) to  g iv e  d ir e c t io n s  in c lu d e s  p o w e r  to  
v a r y  or r e v o k e  d ir e c t io n s  g iv e n  in  p r e v io u s  e x e r c is e  o f  fh e  p o w e r .

(7) In  th is  p a r a g r a p h , “f in a n c ia l  y e a r ” m e a n s  —
(a) fh e  p e r io d  b e g in n in g  w it h  th e  d a te  o n  w h ic h  th e  B o a rd  is  e s ta b lis h e d  2 0  

a n d  e n d in g  w it h  th e  n e x t  3 1 s t  M arch , a n d
(b) e a c h  s u c c e s s iv e  p e r io d  o f  12  m o n th s  e n d in g  w it h  3 1 s t  M arch .

Instruments

1 7  T h e  a p p lic a t io n  o f  fh e  s e a l  o f  fh e  B o a rd  s h a ll  b e  a u fh e n t ic a fe d  b y  fh e  
s ig n a fu r e  o f  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  fh e  B o a rd  or o f  a n y  o fh e r  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  b e e n  25  
a u fh o r is e d  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  b y  th e  B o a rd , w h e th e r  g e n e r a lly  or  sp e c ia lly .

18 A  d o c u m e n t  p u r p o r t in g —
(a) to  b e  d u ly  e x e c u te d  u n d e r  th e  s e a l  o f  fh e  B o a rd , or
(b) fo  b e  s ig n e d  o n  its  b e h a lf ,

sh a ll  b e  r e c e iv e d  in  e v id e n c e  a n d  b e  fa k e n , w i t h o u f  fu r th e r  p r o o f , fo  b e  so  3 0  
e x e c u fe d  or s ig n e d  u n le s s  fh e  c o n tr a r y  is  s h o w n .

Supplementary powers

19  T h e  B o a rd  m a y  d o  a n y th in g  w h ic h  is  c a lc u la te d  to  fa c ilita te , or  is  c o n d u c iv e  
or in c id e n ta l  to , th e  c a r r y in g  o u t  o f  ifs  fu n c f io n s , b u f  m a y  n o f  b o r r o w  m o n e y .

2 0  T h e  B oard  m a y  d e le g a fe  a n y  o f  ifs  fu n c f io n s  (fo  su c h  e x fe n t  as if m a y  3 5  
d e fe r m in e )  —

(i) a m e m b e r  o f  fh e  B o a rd , or 40
(ii) a m e m b e r  o f  fh e  s fa ff  o f  fh e  B oard .

(a) fo

(b) fo

(c) fo
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S C H E D U L E  2 Section 32

C o n s e q u e n t i a l  a m e n d m e n t s

Public records

In S c h e d u le  1 to  th e  P u b lic  R e c o r d s  A c t  19 5 8  (c. 51 ) (d e f in it io n  o f  p u b lic  
r e c o r d s) , in  Part 2  o f  fh e  T a b le  af fh e  e n d  o f  p a r a g r a p h  3 , af fh e  a p p r o p r ia fe  
p la c e , in se r t  th e  f o l lo w in g  e n tr y  —

“P ress  S ta n d a r d s  B o a r d .”

Investigation by Parliamentary Commissioner

2  In S c h e d u le  2  to  th e  P a r lia m e n ta r y  C o m m is s io n e r  A c t  1 9 6 7  (c. 13)
(d e p a r tm e n ts  a n d  a u th o r it ie s  su b jec t to  in v e s t ig a t io n ) , a t th e  a p p r o p r ia te  
p la c e , in se r t  th e  f o l lo w in g  e n tr y  —

“P ress  S ta n d a r d s  B o a r d .”

10

House of Commons Disqualification

3 In P art 2  o f  S c h e d u le  1 fo  fh e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  D is q u a lif ic a f io n  A c f  1975
(c. 24 ) (b o d ie s  o f  w h ic h  a ll m e m b e r s  are  d is q u a lif ie d ) , a f fh e  a p p r o p r ia fe  
p la c e , in se r t  th e  f o l lo w in g  e n tr y  —

“P ress  S ta n d a r d s  B o a r d .”

1 5

Northern Ireland Assem bly Disqualification

4  In P art 2  o f  S c h e d u le  1 fo  fh e  N o r th e r n  Ir e la n d  A s s e m b ly  D is q u a lif ic a t io n
A c t  1975  (c. 25 ) (b o d ie s  o f  w h ic h  a ll m e m b e r s  are  d is q u a lif ie d ) , a f fh e  
a p p r o p r ia fe  p la c e , in se r t  th e  f o l lo w in g  e n tr y  —

“P r e ss  S ta n d a r d s  B o a r d .”

20

Race relations: general statutory duty

5 In S c h e d u le  l A  to  th e  1 9 7 6  A c t  (b o d ie s  su b jec t to  g e n e r a l s ta tu to r y  d u ty ) ,
u n d e r  th e  h e a d in g  “O th e r  B o d ie s , E tc .”, a t th e  a p p r o p r ia te  p la c e , in se r t  th e  
f o l lo w in g  e n tr y  —

“T h e  P ress  S ta n d a r d s  B o a r d .”

2 5

Freedom of Information

In P art 6 o f  S c h e d u le  1 fo  fh e  E r e e d o m  o f  In fo r m a fio n  A c f  2 0 0 0  (c. 36) (p u b lic  
a u fh o r it ie s ) , a f fh e  a p p r o p r ia fe  p la c e , in se r t  th e  f o l lo w in g  e n tr y  —

“P ress  S ta n d a r d s  B o a r d .”
3 0

Bankruptcy

(1) P a r a g r a p h s  5 (1 ) (b), (2) a n d  (3) o f  S c h e d u le  1 sh a ll  b e  fa k e n  to  b e  w it h in  th e  
d e f in it io n  o f  “p r o v is io n ” in  s e c t io n  2 6 8  o f  fh e  E n te r p r ise  A c t  2 0 0 2  (c. 40) 
(p o w e r  to  r e m o v e  b a n k r u p tc y  d is q u a lif ic a t io n s  u n d e r  p r e -8 th  N o v e m b e r  
2 0 0 2  p r o v is io n s  or e x te n d  t h e m  to , or  r e p la c e  t h e m  w it h  d is q u a lif ic a t io n s  of, 
p e r s o n s  su b jec f fo  b a n k r u p fc y  r e s fr ic f io n s  r e g im e s ) .

3 5
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(2) In  its  a p p lic a t io n  b y  v ir tu e  o f  su b -p a r a g r a p h  (1), s e c t io n  2 6 8  o f  fh e  E n te r p r ise  
A c t  2 0 0 2  (c. 40 ) sh a ll  h a v e  e ffe c t  w it h  th e  f o l lo w in g  m o d if ic a f io n s —

(a) s u b s e c f io n s  (5 )(d ), (6) fo  (8) a n d  (15) (p o w e r  to  m a k e  a p p lic a t io n  o f  
d is q u a lif ic a f io n  p r o v is io n  su b jec f fo  p e r s o n ’s d is c r e f io n )  are  o m itfe d ,  
a n d

(b) fo r  s u b s e c f io n  (13) (o rd er  u n d e r  s e c f io n  to  b e  m a d e  b y  s ta tu to r y  
in s tr u m e n t  a fter  p a r lia m e n ta r y  a p p r o v a l o f  a d ra ff) th e r e  is  
s u b s t itu te d  —

“(13) A n  o r d e r  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  —
(a) m u s t  b e  m a d e  b y  s ta tu to r y  in s tr u m e n h
(b) sh a ll  b e  su b je c t  to  a n n u lm e n t  in  p u r s u a n c e  o f  a 

r e s o lu t io n  o f  e ifh e r  H o u s e  o f  P a r lia m e n t.”

10
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R i g h t  o f  R e p l y  a n d  P r e s s  S t a n d a r d s  B i l l

A

B I L L

To g ive  persons a r ig h t o f re p ly  to  correct factua l inaccuracies in  the press in  
specified circumstances; to establish and confer functions u p o n  the Press 
Standards Board and the Press Standards A d ju d ica to r; to create an offence in  
connection w ith  non-com pliance w ith  an enforcem ent notice served by  the 
Press Standards Board; and fo r connected purposes.

Presented by Peter Bradley 
supported by

M r Clive Soley, Ann Clwyd, Tony Wright,
Angela Eagle, Tony Worthington,

Sir Sydney Chapman, M r  Paul Tyler,
M r  Robert Walter, M artin  Linton,

D r Alan Whitehead and M r  Sion Simon.
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