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J u l i a n  Assange: The U n a u t h o r i s e d  
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IF  J U L IA N  A S S A N G E  h a d  h a d  h is  w a y ,  t h is  

b o o k  w o u ld  n o t  e x is t .  " A l l  m e m o ir  is 

p r o s t i t u t i o n , "  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  W ik iL e a k s  s a id  

a f t e r  r e a d in g  t h e  f i r s t  d r a f t ,  p e n n e d  b y  

A n d r e w  O 'H a g a n ,  a  g h o s t  w r i t e r ,  b a s e d  o n  

5 0  h o u r s  o f  i n t e r v ie w s .  B u t  M r  A s s a n g e  h a d  

a l r e a d y  s p e n t  h is  a d v a n c e  t o  s e t t le  h is  

le g a l b i l ls  f i g h t in g  h is  e x t r a d i t i o n  t o  

S w e d e n ,  w h e r e  p r o s e c u t o r s  w a n t  t o  

q u e s t t o i i  h i f i r a b o u t  s e x - o f f e n c e  a l le g a t io n s .

S o  t h e  p u b l is h e r  d e c k le d  t o  p r in t  t h e  

m a n u s c r ip t  a n y w a y ,  c r e a t in g  a c u r io u s  n e w  

g e n r e :  a n  " u n a u t h o r is e d  a u t o b io g r a p h y " .

T h e  r e s u l t  is  a s t r a n g e ly  u n b a la n c e d  b o o k .

T h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  in d e e d  d id  n o t  m e r i t  

p r in t in g .  I t  d o e s  n o t  a d d  m u c h  t o  w h a t  h a s  

b e e n  r e v e a le d  in  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f - d o z e n  

b o o k s  t h a t  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  a b o u t  W ik iL e a k s ,  

a n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n is a t io n  d e v o t e d  t o  

m a k in g  le a k e d  in f o r m a t io n  p u b l ic .  A t  t im e s  i t  is  l i t t l e  m o re  

t h a n  a  s e l f - s e r v in g  d ia t r ib e .  T h e  a l le g e d  s e x  o f f e n c e s ;  " I  m a y  

b e  a c h a u v in is t  p ig  o f  s o m e  s o r t  b u t  I  a m  n o  r a p is t ,  a n d  o n ly  

a  d i s t o r t e d  v e r s io n  o f  s e x u a l  p o l i t i c s  c o u ld  a t t e m p t  t o  t u r n  m e  

in t o  o n e . "  H is  s e r ia l  f a l l i n g - o u t s  w i t h  c o l la b o r a t o r s ,  n o t a b ly  

D a n ie l D o m s c h e i t - B e r g ,  o n c e  W ik iL e a k s 's  s p o k e s p e r s o n ;  " W e  

c o u ld n ' t  h a v e  g u e s s e d  t h e n  h o w  a m b i t io u s  o r  h o w  r e c k le s s  h e  

w o u ld  b e c o m e . "  J o u r n a l is t s  h e  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h :  " V a n i t y  in  a 

n e w s p a p e r  m a n  is  l ik e  p e r fu m e  o n  a w h o r e :  t h e y  u s e  i t  t o  

fe n d  o f f  a  d a r k  w h i f f  o f  t h e m s e lv e s . "

C onim sn t (:5 1 ) 

E;-rr:3 !!

P'.n-

'TsfssT -: -05

A re s tle s s  sou l

Ifi th is  sectscsfi

B e lo v e d  b u liy  

A  c a n ta r ik e r o u s  t:rev '2  

» L e a k e r '.?  le a k  

D e a th  a n d  t h e  m a c h in e  

T a lk in g  to  te r r o r is t s  

W e ird  3 iie yw a v ,> ; o f  c i j i t o r e  

R e p rin ts

Y e t  t h e  b o o k 's  f i r s t  h a l f  o f f e r s  a n  in t r ig u in g  s e l f - p o r t r a i t .

A n y b o d y  w i t h  s u c h  a  " p e r i p a t e t i c  e x is t e n c e " ,  a s  M r  A s s a n g e  

c a l ls  i t ,  w o u ld  w in d  u p  a r e s t le s s  s o u l.  H is  m o t h e r  a n d  

s t e p f a t h e r ,  h ip p ie s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s ,  t r a v e l  t h r o u g h  

Q u e e n s la n d ,  A u s t r a l ia ,  in  a  s m a ll  f o ld - u p  t h e a t r e .  W h e n  h e  is  

n in e  y e a r s  o ld ,  t h e y  s p l i t  u p  a n d  h is  m o t h e r  fa l ls  in  lo v e  w i t h

a  m e m b e r  o f  a s e c t ,  w h o  k e e p s  s t a lk in g  t h e m  a f t e r  t h a t  r e la t io n s h ip  a ls o  e n d s .  T o  g e t
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12/12/2011 Julian Assange; Leaker's leak | The Economist
to pay a hefty fine for his hacking activities).

Describing all this, Mr Assange reveals a lot about himself (assuming that the ghost 
writer has not taken too many literary liberties with the raw material). Having attended 
rTrare than 30 schools, he writes: "I was often the new boy in school...And I'd make my 
mark with these acts of defiance." Later, when he finally meets his biological father, he 
gets angry because on the shelves he finds the same books he himself has bought and 
read: "I never had a mentor.,,I was forced to make myself up as I went along."

Mr A.ssange's time as a hacker, and later as a student of physics at Meibour'ne 
University, .seems to have imbued him with a rather mechanistic view of the world, which 
led to the creation of WikiLeaks. "I began to think of irifortrstion as matter, and started 
to examine how it flows through people and through society, and how the avaiiability of 
new information brings about change,” he writes, "Let us imagine there is a pipeline that 
allows a flow of materia! towards what provides for a state of justice,"

It is such passages that make the book well worth reading. They are also a reminder 
that, although Mr Assange makes an easy target, he has interesting things to say, 
however controversial. And the world does sometimes need such annoying, single-minded 
people to move forward. Mr Assange and his creation, WikiLeaks, have made it a more 
open and transparent place, and hence a bit more just.
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